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 by Jessica Carreras

Gabe Javier works for the University of Michigan’s Spectrum Center, which serves 
the needs of the school’s LGBTQ and allied students. An Ann Arbor resident, Javier and his team 
are working on several upcoming events, as well as addressing the everyday issues of LGBT life 
on campus.

1 How does working at 
U of M impact your 
ability to participate in 

activism?
My work is activism! 

Even though it might seem 
that I would be constricted as 
to the messages I am able to 
send and what I am “allowed” 
to say, the essence of the work 
that we at the Spectrum Center 
do is about helping students 
navigate a complex world 
full of labels and misper-
ceptions. We challenge and 
support students, pushing 
them toward finding their 
most authentic selves. Even 
in today’s world, this is a 
radical idea!

2 What are some of 
the problems LGBT 
students come to the 

Spectrum Center about?
What is great about the Spectrum Center is 

the wide range of work that we get to do. Being 
the oldest center in the nation, we might readily 
say, “We’ve seen it all,” but we know that we 
haven’t. We continue to push forward to address 
issues in the LGBTQ community that are new 
and complex, like the intersection of identity, the 
fluidity of identity, the role of religious institu-
tions, the changing political climate.

But we also know that our work has some 
very foundational roots that continue to be ab-
solutely essential. We will always be a resource 
for people coming out, we will always be asked 
to talk to parents about their gay child, and – 
unfortunately – we will continue to have a lot of 
work addressing hate, bias and discrimination 
that has roots in heterosexism.

Most recently, we have had many people 
both within the campus community and outside 
asking how they can be an active partners in 
addressing and ending the bullying of LGBTQ 
people. I think that people see the Spectrum 
Center as a place where they can ask honest 
questions, hear powerful stories and learn about 
an out, vibrant LGBTQ community.

3 What exactly do you do for the Spectrum 
Center?

All the center staff work as a team, 
but right now I am advising an amazing group of 
students who are planning the Midwest Bisexual 
Lesbian Gay Transgender Ally College Confer-
ence, being held at U of M Feb. 25-27, 2011. This 
is the nation’s largest LGBTQ student-planned, 
student-focused conference and also the first time 

that the University of Michigan 
has hosted it. We expect about 
1,800 students from across the 
Midwest and the student planing 
team is dedicated to make the 
conference absolutely fabulous 
(www.mblgtacc2011.org).

The other special project that 
we are all working on is the 40th 
anniversary of the Spectrum Cen-
ter. We will kickoff a year-long 
celebration starting in January.

Day to day, I am often meet-
ing with student groups about 
educational collaborations, de-
signing publications on behalf 
of the center and serving as 
the co-chair of the Consortium 
of Higher Education LGBT 
Resource Professionals, the 
professional organization of 
LGBT resource professionals. 
I’m often accessed by many of 
our partners across campus for 
consultation regarding LGBTQ 
and social justice issues. The 

Spectrum Center also just started a really excit-
ing project with the Ann Arbor teen center, the 
Neutral Zone, that will connect queer and allied 
college students with queer and allied youth for 
mentorship opportunities.

4 What is your take on the Chris Arm-
strong/Andrew Shirvell situation?

I think Chris has taken on this chal-
lenge with great integrity and we are all very 
proud of him. The community, too, has really 
come out in support of Chris and sent a clear 
message that we as individuals and a community 
expect respect. That said, I think that we will all 
breathe a sigh of relief when this particular situ-
ation is resolved, but there is still heterosexism 
out there that we have to address. 

5 What events or issues to tackle does the 
Spectrum Center have coming up?

The recent publicity around gay youth 
being bullied and gay youth suicide has really 
energized the community to be out, proud sup-
porters for teens who are struggling with aspects 
of their identities. We will continue to find ways 
to challenge this energy in productive ways and 
really hope to do that during MBLGTAC and 
throughout our 40th anniversary celebrations.

Next month, we will celebrate Transgender 
Awareness Week and the Transgender Day of 
Remembrance.

Learn more at http://spectrumcenter.umich.edu, 
or follow the center on Twitter.

Between Ourselves is a weekly feature. To recommend someone for Between Ourselves, e-mail 
us at editor@pridesource.com

It’s easy to win  
Just find the ad 
in this issue and 
enter online. See 
p.28 for details.

Find the  
fake ad  
& win

Hit ‘Click to Win’ on our home page @ PrideSource.com

We challenge and 
support students, 

pushing them toward 
finding their most 

authentic selves. Even 
in today’s world, this 

is a radical idea!

News BETWEEN OURSELVES

By Jessica Carreras
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Saline board strikes out on 
discrimination policy change
Vote against LGBT-specific language prompts ex-school board trustee to run for seat
BY JESSICA CARRERAS

SALINE – Moving speeches, hundreds of 
supporters wearing pins reading “Six words + 
action = change” and the pleading eyes of numer-
ous LGBT and allied high school students were 
not enough to, as they say, change the hearts and 
minds of the majority of the Saline School Board 
at their Oct. 12 meeting.

There, two hours of public comment and 
several presentations concluded with a 4-3 vote 
by the board on the issue of whether to add the 
words “sexual orientation, gender identity and 
gender expression” to the district’s anti-discrimi-
nation policy. The policy already includes height, 
weight, religion, sex, race, national origin, color 
and marital status as traits that cannot be used to 
deny students educational opportunities.

Trustees Lisa Slawson, David Medly and 
Board President David Friese voted in favor of 
the change, while Trustees Amy Cattell, Chuck 
Lesch, Paul Hynek and Craig Hoeft voted 
against it.

Most opponents of the change, both on the 
board and in the audience last Tuesday, claimed 
that their resistance stemmed from the fact that 
the real issue needing to be addressed was bul-
lying, not discrimination.

Saline area schools already have a bullying 
policy in place, but making the change to the 
discrimination policy would have ensured that 
LGBT students could not, for example, be cut 
from a sports team or treated unfairly by teach-
ers because of their perceived or actual identity 
or orientation.

“It’s obvious that our anti-bullying policy 
needs to be stepped up, and we need to come 
together as a community and a school system 
to incorporate in our daily lives, the school and 
the community that we will have zero tolerance 
of bullying of any students,” Trustee Cattell said 
just before the vote. “This is a call to change and 
… (to) use the policy we have in place and make 
a more concerted effort as a community to raise 
awareness about all diversity and all students.”

Public opinion
Students and many supporters, however, 

disagreed that bullying protections were enough. 
Several stated that the two go hand in hand to cre-
ate a supportive atmosphere for LGBT students.

Ann Arbor-based activist Jim Toy, who 
founded the University of Michigan LGBT stu-
dent office called the Spectrum Center, told the 
story of Laramie, Wyo., youth Matthew Shepard, 
who was murdered in a brutal anti-gay hate crime 
in 1998. “If we had more inclusive, supportive 
and implemented discrimination policies,” Toy 
told the school board, “that would go far to create 
a climate both local, statewide and national in 
which Matthew Shepard and our children dead 
by assault or by their own hand would be alive 

and well today.”
Despite the fact that the issue being debated 

was an anti-discrimination policy, many speak-
ers, who likened the two issues as interconnected, 
discussed the topic of bullying as well. Several 
students from Saline and other districts came 
forward to discuss both their friends’ and their 
own experiences with bullying and harassment.

“When we walk down the halls holding 
another girl’s hand, they scream remarks at 
us,” said Anna Mayne, a senior at Ann Arbor’s 
Pioneer High School and co-president of their 
gay-straight alliance, in a tear-filled testimony. 
“But we decided to fight and that’s why we’re 
here today – to tell you that we are people, too.

“A hundred years from now, these words 
for these kids at this school will mean more than 
you know,” she continued. “These kids will feel 
comfortable going to school, knowing that even 
if they are gay, people won’t throw them into a 
locker, call them fag; they’ll know that no matter 
what, their teachers will be there for them and 
their students will be there for them.”

A fair amount of speakers were former or 
current educators, who contended that protecting 
students from all types of discrimination was 
essential to ensuring that they received the best 

education possible.
“If somebody does not feel safe in your 

classroom, they are not learning,” said Gail 
Wolkoff, a former Ann Arbor teacher for 26 

years. “They are sitting there trying to protect 
themselves.

“They’re not hearing what the teachers 
are saying, they’re not hearing the homework 
assignments, they’re not sharing, because … 
education is not the most important thing in their 
life,” she said. “So they don’t think when they 
get to college-age, ‘What do I do next?’ The only 
thing they can think of is, ‘Get me out of here.’”

But all the impassioned testimony was not 
enough to convince several board members that 
the policy needed to be changed.

Next steps
Members of Spectrum, the Saline High 

School GSA, who first brought the issue up to the 
Saline School Board, promised that the fight was 
not over. “This is not the end of this,” Spectrum 
leader Emma Upham told AnnArbor.com. “We 
are disappointed but not disheartened. We will 
continue until the climate is better at our school.”

The failed policy change also served as a 
catalyst for a former trustee to run for a seat on 
the board in the Nov. 2 election. Marian Faupel 
will run as a write-in candidate against current 
trustee Paul Hynek and candidate Todd Carter.

Both Carter and Hynek were opposed to 
the anti-discrimination policy change – Hynek 
by vote and Carter in a speech given at the Oct. 
12 meeting.

Carter proposed rephrasing all discrimina-
tion policies in the district to read, “Saline area 
schools will not tolerate discrimination or any 
form of intimidation,” suggesting that “pitting 
group against group” was not the answer.

Faupel also addressed the board before 
the policy vote, talking about her experience 
holding a seat and dealing with affirmative ac-
tion. “(Students) should be able to come here 
and be Chinese or Muslim or gay or straight or 
whatever,” she said of the district. “The world 
expects you to let these kids develop their talent 
and go out into the world and contribute to the 
world. I just hope that tonight, you show as much 
leadership as these kids here.

“They should be learning it from you, not 
teaching it to you.”

However, the board did not agree with 
Faupel’s support, and she announced shortly after 
that she had decided to run for a seat.

Faupel’s platform, announced on her Face-
book page last week, directly addressed the anti-
discrimination policy issue: “Anti-discrimination 
policies and anti-bullying policies are cousins. 
Discrimination is the withholding of opportunity 
from people with little power in society. Bullying 
is the intentional infliction of emotional distress 
and/or physical pain on people with little power 
in society. One is a subtle. One is overt. Both are 
cowardly and wrong.”

Close to 300 people attended the Oct. 12 Saline 
School Board meeting. There, over two hours of 
public comment led to a 4-3 vote opposing changing 
the district’s anti-discrimination policy to include the 
words “sexual orientation, gender identity and gender 
expression.” BTL photo by Jessica Carreras

Former Saline School Board Trustee Marian Faupel 
will be running as a write-in candidate for a seat on 
the board. Her decision to run was spurred by last 
Tuesday’s vote.
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Affirmations’ changing face
LGBT center adjusts to new leadership, staff and purpose
CRYSTAL A. PROXMIRE

FERNDALE – The recent retire-
ment of CEO Leslie Thompson and the 
hiring of Interim CEO Kevin Howley 
are just two of the changes taking place 
at Ferndale-based LGBT community 
center Affirmations. The organization 
has seen many new faces in the staff, 
the management, the board and even the 
clientele in the past year or two. They 
have also struggled to grow into their new 
18,000-square-foot building in the wake 
of a failing regional economy.

No one seems to know what that 
means for the future of the center, but 
Communications Manager Cass Varner 
says they are determined to figure it out 
and come up with a plan.

Affirmations has hired an interim 
CEO known for his ability to transition 
organizations through short-term leader-
ship and evaluation. Howley, who will 
begin the job Nov. 1, said that he’s not in 
the position to speculate what direction 
the center might take. 

“I am looking forward to my work 
with Affirmations,” he said. “As an interim 
CEO, I’m simply there to work with the 
board and the stakeholders as they shape 
their goals for the future. I bring no par-
ticular agenda or views to the table other 
than a focus on good governance and 
quality operational management.”

Since retiring from a successful 
business career in 2003, Howley has dedi-
cated his time and efforts toward working 
with nonprofits in transition. Rather than 
serving as a consultant, he takes over the 
leadership of an organization for a limited 
period of time, not intending to take on a 
permanent role.

He served in this role at several 
organizations in Pennsylvania, including 
needle-exchange program Prevention 
Point Philadelphia and the city’s Hispanic 
center, Centro Nuevo Creacion.

Howley came to Michigan in 2008 to 
serve a similar purpose at the Ruth Ellis 
Center. Since then, the center has hired a 
new executive director, Laura Hughes, as 
well as secured several grants to continue 
to grow its outreach to at-risk and home-
less LGBTQ youth.

Howley then went on to serve as head 
of Friends School of Detroit in October 
2009, where he helped them restructure 
financially.

His job at Affirmations will be simi-
lar. “Howley’s job will be to really look 
at the organization and do a thorough 
assessment of the organization to make 
recommendations so when we do hire a 
permanent CEO they can have a good, 
fresh start,” Varner said.

A search committee, which has been 
meeting since Oct. 1, will work to find 
a permanent CEO while Howley delves 
into the various parts of Affirmations that 
work together to keep the center function-

ing, such as the staff, volunteers, board, 
donors, members and other supporters.

The Affirmations Board of Directors 
is another area that is seeing new faces.  
Mary Rose McMillan moved to the posi-
tion of president at the beginning of sum-
mer after serving on the board for less than 
three years. Vice President Brandon Jones 
joined the board earlier this year. Two 
longtime board members and supporters of 
the center, George Westerman and Nancy 
Katz, also resigned within the past year.

“A lot of board members were long 
standing,” Varner said. “We’ve had high 
turnover, mainly because of a lot of 
personal issues happening at once. But 
now we’ve got a whole new set of ideas, 
opinions and areas of expertise. We’re 
excited on staff to see what their areas of 
interest are.”

McMillan said she is looking forward 
to working with Howley during the transi-
tion. “Kevin brings a tremendous amount 
of experience in nonprofit management 
with him which will allow Affirmations 
to remain strong through this transition,” 
she said. “His financial and operational 
expertise will support the organization 
while we search for a permanent CEO.”

The center has also seen changes and 
reductions in staff, even though the num-
ber of people who use the services con-
tinues to grow. Affirmations has reduced 
hours of operation and relies heavily on 
volunteers to keep the building clean, the 
helpline answered, and the various classes, 
workshops and social events going. Yet 
despite the struggles, they have seen pro-
grams flourish simply from the care and 
passion of the volunteers and staff.

Varner is particularly proud of the 
Youth Enrichment Program. “It encour-
ages the youth not only to be participants, 
but to be involved,” she explained. “There 
is a membership program with lots of 
opportunity for leadership. They can do 
facilitating groups and trainings or become 
a junior staff member.”

The youth make up just a part of 
the ever-changing flow of volunteers and 
clients who come in to use Affirmations’ 

services and programs. Those programs 
also happen to fall under the purview of 
Affirmations’ newest staff member, Kim 
Phillips-Knope, who has been the direc-
tor of programs since spring. Varner said 
that providing services has always been 
a focus of Affirmations, noting that they 
have maintained programming by reduc-
ing staff and hours.

Affirmations moved into their cur-
rent location three years ago, which has 
been more blessing than curse for the 
most part, although there have been some 
growing pains.

“I don’t think anyone understood the 
gamut of challenges we faced moving into 
a new, bigger space,” Varner said. “There 
are building maintenance issues we didn’t 
foresee, code issues, staffing issues and 
things like that. But the new space is great. 
The best part is its accessibility. It’s nice 
to see so many people come in who just 
couldn’t get to us before.

“We ultimately want people to know 
we’re here for them and feel it’s an open 
place.”

The center is always looking for 
volunteers, and there are open seats on the 
board. For more information on how to get 
involved, go to www.goaffirmations.org.

MCRC condemns 
assistant AG conduct
Group calls for passage of 
hate crime, bullying bills 
BY JESSICA CARRERAS

LANSING – The Michigan Civil Rights Commission has 
condemned the conduct of an assistant state attorney general ac-
cused of harassing the openly gay student assembly president at 
the University of Michigan.

The commission said in a statement released Oct. 12 that 
Andrew Shirvell’s “conduct should not be tolerated from anyone, 
let alone a public official responsible for representing all people 
equally.”

“The commission is also concerned about the scope and nature 
of the involvement of this individual in the execution of the work 
of the office of the attorney general,” they added.

Shirvell started a blog in April that regularly lambasted 
21-year-old Chris Armstrong as a racist with a “radical homosexual 
agenda.” Shirvell is on personal leave after the matter exploded 
in national media and caused widespread calls from both private 
citizens and politicians, such as Gov. Jennifer Granholm and 
Democratic attorney general candidate David Leyton, for AG 
Mike Cox to fire Shirvell.

The MCRC resolution noted that taking a stance on the issue 
– something their organization rarely does in such a public way – 
was necessary given the spade of anti-gay bullying and subsequent 
suicides reported across the U.S. in September. “The commission 
stands with all individuals, and particularly young individuals, as 
they face the trauma of bullying and other dangerous abuse,” the 
resolution read. “The commission acknowledges the unnecessary 
tragedies that such harassment causes.”

The MCRC also called upon Cox’s office to publicly disclose 
Shirvell’s roles in the office “as it relates to the evaluation, execu-
tion and/or disposition of pending legislation, amicus briefs, and/or 
all other matters within the jurisdiction of the office of the attorney 
general, including but not limited to the issues of hate crime ... 
bullying and Elliott Larsen civil rights protections.”

Armstrong on Sept. 13 requested a personal protection order 
against Shirvell, claiming the 30-year-old lawyer frequently ha-
rassed him over a five-month period, including videotaping and 
lurking outside the student’s home at 1:30 a.m.

An Oct. 4 hearing was originally set in the Washtenaw County 
Trial Court by Judge Nancy Francis after she denied Armstrong’s 
request to issue the PPO order immediately. The hearing was 
pushed back due to paperwork issues and is currently set for 1:30 
p.m. Oct. 25.

Emergency food and 
shelter program 
announced
Foundations step up  
to area challenge

DETROIT – On Oct. 13, The Community Foundation for 
Southeast Michigan, in partnership with the Max M. & Marjorie 
S. Fisher Foundation, announced the creation and launch of a 
year-long program designed to help provide increased operating 
funds to emergency food and shelter organizations and help build 
the capacity of those organizations to secure gifts from individuals.

“Many emergency food and shelter organizations in our com-
munity are struggling to meet the increased demand for their ser-
vices caused by high unemployment and the continuing foreclosure 

See Shelters, page  17

Affirmations Interim CEO Kevin Howley.  BTL 
photo by Andrew Potter
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National survey shows widespread bias
Transgender Michigan founder weighs in on issues from local perspective

A place to call home
Transgender Michigan celebrates 
opening of org’s first office
BY JESSICA CARRERAS

FERNDALE – The small office located on 
the second floor of Ferndale’s Community Pride 
Building may not look like much, but to Trans-
gender Michigan founders and board members, 
it’s a 13-year-long dream finally come true.

The statewide but southeastern-focused 
trans support and equal rights group held an 
open house Oct. 13 commemorating the open-
ing of their first-ever official office. Attended by 
both TGM members and community supporters, 
the open house highlighted some of the group’s 
current needs, as well as encouraged visitors to 
become donors. It also provided a chance for 
founder and Executive Director Rachel Crandall 
to talk about some of the organization’s upcom-
ing goals.

“We’re going to be adding resources and 
we’re going to have any resource anyone would 
want for being trans,” she revealed. “Besides 
Transgender Michigan, this will also be called the 
Michigan Transgender Resource Center. We’ll 
have books and information about training shel-
ters regarding trans issues – all kinds of stuff.”

Of course, the group still needs donations, 
too, including office supplies and furniture, trans-
focused books and funds to pay insurance, phone 
and other bills.

The group will be opening a hotline, and 
hopes to establish a speakers’ bureau in the near 

future. A longer-term goal is to create a statewide 
coalition of transgender leaders that will include 
representation from all corners of the state’s 
trans community. “We want to have all the trans 
leaders from all over Michigan,” Crandall said. 
“We want to have leaders from up in the U.P., 
we want to have group leaders, we want to have 
everyone.”

And, she added, the plans aren’t just day-
dreams, either: Transgender Michigan is cur-
rently talking with a “major donor who wants 
to give us some money.”

“I can’t tell you who,” she teased, “but 
hopefully you’ll be hearing about it eventually. 
We met with them and they are very excited 
about us.”

TGM Board Member Vanessa Emma Gold-
man is just excited to see an organization she 
cares about deeply expand and progress.

“I thought it was wonderful,” she said of 
the decision to open up the office. “As a board 
member, I think it’s a good thing that we have a 
space here to work out of and to plan our events 
and things that we’re going to do and things for 
the community – people who need some courage 
and some help to come out and be themselves.”

It’s a service that Goldman can help with 
now that she is out, too. Originally from Wyan-
dotte, the trans activist lives in Flint and works 
as a librarian at the city’s University of Michigan 

satellite campus.
Goldman came out as transgender five years 

ago, and became involved with TGM shortly 
after. “It was not an easy thing to come out,” 
she recalled. “When I was growing up in the 
downriver suburbs of Detroit, you just didn’t talk 
about being gay or lesbian or transgender or any-
thing like that, so it was only recently that I felt 
comfortable admitting even to myself who I am.”

Goldman says she’d like to see Transgen-
der Michigan continue to grow and expand its 
services throughout the state.

“I’d like us to get more members and get 
more of a presence around the state,” she shared. 
“Recently I’ve seen e-mails from people who are 
way up north that are wanting to find help and it’s 

really hard because there’s not as many (LGBT) 
people up there, there’s no place like Affirma-
tions or like this or like the college LGBT centers.

“I’d like to get more help for people, get 
more of a presence, not just in the obvious places 
like Ann Arbor or Ferndale, but everywhere.”

Crandall adds that she hopes the organiza-
tion will eventually have more than just an office 
to work out of. “We’ve been working on this ever 
since we started Transgender Michigan 13 years 
ago,” she says of opening the office. “We’re go-
ing to be expanding in the future and who knows? 
Maybe one day in the far future, we’ll have our 
own building.”

Transgender Michigan founder and Executive Director Rachel Crandall at the organization’s Oct. 13 open house 
celebrating their first-ever office. BTL photo by Jessica Carreras

BY JASON A. MICHAEL

Transgender and gender non-conforming 
people face rampant discrimination in health care 
settings and are regularly denied needed care, 
according to a report released jointly Oct. 13 by 
the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force and 
the National Center for Transgender Equality.

The National Transgender Discrimination 
Survey: Report on Health and Health Care com-
piled data received by 6,450 respondents from 
all 50 states. It is, according to the two agen-
cies, the most extensive survey of transgender 
discrimination ever undertaken. And the results 
are harrowing.

“It is outrageous that basic health care is 
being denied to transgender and gender non-
conforming people and that so much additional 
trauma is being caused by doctors instead of be-
ing resolved by doctors,” said Task Force Execu-
tive Director Rea Carey. “The medical profession 
must take these data seriously and ensure that 
everyone in the medical care system knows how 
to provide transgender-sensitive medical care.”

Most discouraging is the fact that nearly 
one in five respondents reported being refused 
care outright because they were transgender or 
gender non-conforming. 

Transgender Michigan Executive Director 
and founder Rachel Crandall confirmed the find-
ings. “I know a person who told their story to a 
physician and the physician said, ‘You have 30 
seconds to get out of my office before I call the 
police,’” she said.

Crandall, who is a psychotherapist and 
gender identity specialist, weighed in on key 
findings of the national report, including the 
fact that 50 percent of respondents reported a 
significant lack of provider knowledge and said 
that they actually had to teach their providers 
about transgender care.

“Actually, I think the number of people who 

have had to educate their health care provider 
is much higher,” Crandall said. “Almost every 
transgender person I work with has had to do that.

“In med school, there is absolutely nothing 
taught regarding the trans community,” Crandall 
continued. “That’s a problem right from the 
start. People are learning absolutely nothing in 
med school, so how can we expect they’ll know 
anything when they get out of med school? I 
think there has to be transgender-related health 
care taught ... in every med school. I think that’s 
the only way it will really change.”

The report also showed that 28 percent of 
those who participated were subjected to harass-
ment in medical settings; 25 percent misused 
drugs or alcohol specifically to cope with the 
discrimination they faced due to their gender 
identity or expression; and 41 percent reported 
attempting suicide – compared with 1.6 of the 
general population.

“It really infuriates me that trans people 
are getting such poor health care,” said Cran-
dall. “It really doesn’t surprise me, but it really 
infuriates me.”

So what of the Hippocratic Oath? The doc-
tor’s pledge to do no harm?

“I think some doctors think the Hippocratic 
Oath applies to only treating people like them-

selves, and that’s really frightening,” Crandall 
commented. “But I think that’s the way it’s been 
interpreted: ‘I’ll serve normal people but I won’t 
serve freaks.’ And, unfortunately, that’s the way 
a lot of doctors view all members of the LGBT 
community.”

Crandall has her own health care horror 
story.

“When I just beginning to come out, I told 
my doctor that I was trans and his response was, 
‘No, you’re not.’ He said, ‘You’re not trans. It 
is normal for men to question their masculinity 
and that’s what’s going on with you, but you are 
definitely not trans,’” she recalled. “Now, that 
was after I had been seeing a social worker about 
it for five years. This doctor really did not want 
to treat me for anything related to transgender 
issues, so he kept on trying to talk me out of it.”

Now, Crandall advises the transgender com-
munity to only see physicians with experience 
treating transgender men and women. Transgen-
der Michigan maintains a list of trans-friendly 
and -experienced doctors on their website, www.
transgendermichigan.org.

To read more about the Transgender Discrimina-
tion Survey: Report on Health and Health Care, or 
to download it, visit www.thetaskforce.org.

“I know a person who told their story 
to a physician and the physician said, 
‘You have 30 seconds to get out of 
my office before I call the police.’” 

- Transgender Michigan Executive 

Director and founder Rachel Crandall
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Viewpoint

Good laws start with school 
districts and cities and towns 
and businesses and slowly, as 

communities change, states and 
regions and countries begin to 

change. The Saline School Board 
is simply a sheep following an 

ill-informed and anti-gay herd.

A plea to gay teens

BY JIM LARKIN

“I am terrified by this dark thing
That sleeps in me;
All day I feel its soft, feathery turnings, its 

malignity.
... Its snaky acids kiss.
It petrifies the will. These are the isolate, 

slow faults
That kill, that kill that kill.”
                                  – Sylvia Plath

Suicide dogged me throughout much of 
my young life, nipping at my heels and 
threatening to swallow me whole.

There were the two times – once was not 
enough – I was barely able to swing my dad’s 
ladder over to the place, high in the ceiling coves, 
where he kept his dangerous solvents. I didn’t 
know what turpentine was; only that it contained 
a warning label that told me it could kill me. I 
drank it, hoping it would end my misery, only 
to be found in enough time to have my stomach 
pumped.

There were the sleeping pills, the only pills 
I knew how to get my hands on at the local drug 
store, that I kept stashed in my sock until I could 
work up the courage, only to have my mother 
find them and tell me never to bring them into 
the house again.

There were the stolen moments when I 
would hike myself up on the oil burner and then 
hoist myself on the roof of our small home, where 
I could look down and wonder how much pain 
would greet me if I threw myself off.

During those early years, I didn’t know 
what was wrong with me, only that I knew I 
was different from the other boys and felt totally 
alone. It would take years to find out what was 
“wrong,” followed by years of figuring out I 
could hide it by acting like all the other boys, 
followed by years of more pretending and deny-
ing who I was and wallowing in the self-hatred 
that burned so deeply I was sure one day I would 
simply ignite.

Hate the sin, they told me. And despite what 
they tell you about loving the sinner, for those 
living the lie it can only mean one thing: hate 
thyself. I did a fine job of it.

So I understand a little bit about Rutgers 
University freshman Tyler Clementi, who 
jumped to his death off the George Washing-
ton Bridge last month after his private sexual 
encounter with another man was splashed over 
the Internet. And Billy Lucas, 15, who hanged 
himself in a barn in Greensburg, Ind., and Asher 
Brown, 13, who shot himself in the head in Hous-
ton Texas, and Seth Walsh, 13, of Tehachapi, 
Calif., who hanged himself from a tree in his 
backyard.

All within one month. All victims of anti-
gay bullying.

While legislators in New Jersey search 
for ways to strengthen its anti-bullying laws, 
we in Michigan don’t even have one. We don’t 
need one, say those opposing such legislation, 
and certainly not if sexual orientation or gender 

identity are protected by it.
But the fact is we are tiptoeing around a 

suicide time bomb here in Michigan, one of 
the worst places in the United States for a gay 
person to live. We have no state laws prohibiting 
discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation 
and gender identity. We provide no hate crimes 
protection to members of the LGBT community. 
We adopted one of the broadest bans in the coun-
try prohibiting same sex marriage, intentionally 
drafted to outlaw even the possibility of any form 
of civil union.

Our state Supreme Court was ranked among 
the nation’s worst in terms of its policies on LG-
BT-based rights. And, as Wayne State University 
Professor Peter J. Hammer so eloquently worded, 
our state attorney general turned what was sup-
posed to be a shield into a sword and held that the 
marriage amendment prohibited state employers 
from offering domestic partnership benefits to 
same sex couples.

We couldn’t more clearly tell our gay youth 
that they are not wanted, not valued and indeed 
are not even second-class citizens but something 
much lower. We tell them by our actions, despite 
all the ridiculous words about “loving the sinner 
but hating the sin,” to hate themselves. There 
can be no clearer encouragement of teenage gay 
suicide than the one Michigan provides.

“Policy analysts always joke that Mississippi 
rates at the bottom of important state indices for 
education and infrastructure investment, making 
Mississippi the butt of many comparative jokes. 
Michigan may soon well risk being known as the 
Mississippi of civil and political rights,” Hammer 
noted in his written testimony encouraging the 
state to amend the Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act 
to include sexual orientation and gender identity.

Yet we have cities say they don’t need to pro-
tect its gay and lesbian residents against discrimi-
nation. We have a state legislator that refuses, 
year after year, to adopt anti-bullying legislation. 
And, if polls are accurate, we are about to turn 
the governorship over to a Republican party that 
has made gay-bashing a political divisive tool.

The time bomb ticks. And our state “leaders” 
do nothing to stop it.

Thankfully, a number of grassroots organi-
zations have stepped up in the absence of state 
leadership to lend local support for gay teens. 
Many areas – 16 in all – offer Parents and Friends 
and Families of Lesbians and Gays chapters, 
all which provide support and many of which 
provide hotlines (for your nearest chapter, go to 
www.pflag.org). Some community groups, such 
as those in Jackson and Holland, are calling out 
for anti-discrimination ordinances. And there are 
a number of online sites that provide help, includ-
ing www.chadzboyz.com and www.youtube.com/
user/itgetsbetterproject.

Reach out. It does, despite the best efforts of 
some to make your life miserable, get better. You 
have neighbors who know what you are going 
through and are trying to make your life better, 
your future more promising. You just have to get 
there. Please.

Jim Larkin is a freelance reporter from Holland. To 
reach him, e-mail editor@pridesource.com.

Making excuses
On Oct. 12 at a meeting for the Saline 

School Board, dozens of people spoke 
passionately for over two hours about the 

need to protect LGBTQ students in every way 
possible, from bullying to anti-discrimination 
policies. Some of them cried, others drew thun-
derous applause and some spoke silently, but 
persuasively, about why adding “sexual orienta-
tion, gender identity and gender expression” to 
the Saline school district’s student discrimination 
policy was necessary and, in fact, shouldn’t even 
be up for debate, but a no-brainer.

But in 30 seconds, with four opposing and 
only three affirming votes from board trustees, 
all those words and emotions and tears turned 
to dust.

It is truly amazing how far prejudice can 
go. How could any person – let alone four of 
them – look over 100 youth in the eyes and say 
to them, “You do not deserve to be protected”?

This is how: by making excuses. Here’s a 
look at some of them.

Excuse No. 1: “There are no cases of dis-
crimination in Saline schools.”

Just because no one reports discrimination 
doesn’t mean that it doesn’t happen. In fact, 
an unnamed teacher even sent a letter during 
the weeks of debate on the issue intending to 
intimidate school board members into opposing 
the measure. A teacher that some of those kids 
may have to face, unable to defend themselves 
if that teacher chooses to single them out for 
being LGBT.

Excuse No. 2: “Why should LGBT kids get 
special protections?”

Why kids of different races, religions and 
ethnicities? Why protect against sex discrimina-
tion? Because these are things that people are 
specifically targeted for, and anyone who tries 
to argue that LGBT kids don’t face bias from 
peers and adults in their lives is willingly blind. 
It isn’t about special protections; it’s about equal 
protections.

Excuse No. 3: “Our state and federal laws 
don’t provide discrimination protections, so to 

defy those laws in our policies would be illegal.”
Good laws don’t usually start at federal or 

even state levels. They start with school districts 
and cities and towns and businesses and slowly, 
as communities change, states and regions and 
countries begin to change. The Saline School 
Board is simply a sheep following an ill-informed 
and anti-gay herd.

Excuse No. 4: “This is about bullying, not 
discrimination. Strengthen the bullying policy, 
not the anti-discrimination policy.”

But the two go hand in hand. How can 
children be taught not to bully their LGBT peers 
when discrimination is allowed and, by this 
decision, endorsed by the school district? This 
argument says that when a teen is pushed into 
the locker and called a fag, it’s inexcusable, but 
when a teacher gives a lower grade to a student 
or ignores their questions in class because they 
are “different,” it’s permissible.

Saying that bullying is the only issue that 
needs to be addressed begs the question: If you 
believe that LGBT youth should be treated 
equally, why not exhibit that belief in every 
way possible?

The only real reason those four members 
of the Saline School Board have for voting the 
way they did is fear. And that is no excuse at all.
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BY CHARLES ALEXANDER

Parting 
     Glances
Then & Now

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a 
redress of grievances. – First Amendment, U.S. Constitution

S/he said

Alex Blaze

“There’s a connection between 
Prop. 8, ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’ 
and now this string of teen sui-
cides. It’s almost sanctioned to 
bully gay people and treat them 
as second class citizens. There 
are a lot of right-wing conser-
vative people that absolutely 
sanction this behavior. All you 
anti-gay public figures, and you 
know who you are, you have the 
blood of these dead teens on your 
hands.”

- Kathy Griffin, on CNN’s Larry King Live, 
talking about gay bullying and suicide, 

www.ontopmag.com, Oct. 7.

A plea to gay teens Dr. Jekyll, Mr. Hide

To diddle an old saying: You can’t judge a gay author – or his 
book – by the cover.

Case in point: Groundbreaking 1951 sociological expose, 
“The Homosexual in America.” Gay nom de plume: Donald Webster 
Cory. Real name: Edward Sagarin.  Outed dramatically 24 closeted 
years later. (A gay Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hide. er, Hyde.)

Cory’s “Homosexual” followed three years after Alfred Kinsey’s 
shelf-shocker, “Sexual Response in the Human Male.” Both books 
provided in-your-face facts, focus, insights on a previously little 
discussed – statistically undocumented subject – homosexuality.

Kinsey, a biologist and authority on Gall Wasps, turned his 
scientific cataloging to humans. His research institute colleagues 
interviewed 5,940 men about their sex lives. The result: 804 pages of 
tables, charts, statistics. Dull; but, for the American public, titillating 
best-seller reading.

Data showed 37 percent of the male population had at least 
some overt gay experience to ejaculation; 4 percent of white males 
were exclusively homosexual after the onset of adolescence. Findings 
were startling, staggering and, from our perspective today, ultimately 
liberating.

It’s safe to say of the time frame 62 years ago that the average 
Joe believed he had never met a homosexual; that fags, fairies, fruits 
were few, but even so: they were perverts, mentally unbalanced, to 
be incarcerated, punished if caught with their collective pants down, 
justifiably shunned by church, family, employers, military, govern-
ment; to be dealt with by psychiatrists and/or police. (Sound just 
vaguely familiar?)

Those Americans living in large cities – Chicago, New York, 
San Francisco and Detroit – were likely to be aware of thriving gay 
subcultures gathered secretly in gay bars. (Detroit’s bar community 
dates to Prohibition, with earlier house parties in the ‘20s. Gay bars 
thrived during World War II.)

Sagarin, a married bisexual, sociologist, trained criminologist 
(and perfume authority), documented gay life as a social phenomenon 
and as a participant observer in his “The Homosexual in America.” 
He provided a fair-minded understanding of gay persons, their 
subculture, slang, sexual acts, their basic proximity to the so-called 
heterosexual “norm.”

“As a minority homosexuals are caught in a particularly vicious 
circle,” said Sagarin, writing as Donald Webster Cory, a pen name 
name gleaned from André Gide’s 1924 gay novel “Corydon,” later 
published in America in 1950.

“On the one hand, the shame of belonging and the social punish-
ment of acknowledge are so great that pretense is almost universal.
On the other hand, only a leadership that would acknowledge (being 
homosexual) would be able to break down the barriers of shame and 
a resultant discrimination.

“Until we are willing to speak out openly and frankly in defense 
of our activities, and to identify ourselves with the millions pursu-
ing these activities, we are unlikely to find the attitudes of the world 
undergoing any significant change.”

Nonetheless, for all his advocacy on the behalf of America’s gay 
population, Sagarin very cautiously, quietly, and only in 1962, joined 
the homophile Mattachine Society. His participation was supportive 
but “don’t rock the boat”: no militant advocacy for civil rights.

As a sociologist, himself in psychotherapy, Sagarin believed 
that homosexuality was a pathology; that homosexuals should seek 
psychotherapy. Few of his gay friends or colleagues knew that he was 
the famous (at least in gay circles) Donald Webster Cory. His second 
gay book, “21 Variations on a Theme.”

His identity remained secret until a 1974 American Sociologi-
cal Society convention held in Montreal. He appeared on a panel, 
“Theoretical Perspectives on Homosexuality,” speaking strongly 
against liberationist scholarship. A colleague, Laud Humphreys, took 
umbrage – and perhaps some polymorphous perverse delight – in 
exposing Sagarin by repeatedly calling him “Mr. Cory.”

Sagarin broke down in tears; withdrawing thereafter from all 
issues concerning homosexual discussion. He died in 1986, age 73. 
Mr. Hide or not, he was a pioneer for humane understanding of gay 
people (R.I.P.).

 Charles@pridesource.com. Facebook, too.

Bullying, Facebook and It Gets Better
COMPILED BY HOWARD ISRAEL

“Nowadays, the Christian refrain isn’t, ‘Stop being gay.’ Now it 
is, ‘Stop acting gay.’ They’ve given up trying to argue that the ho-
mosexual can change his or her sexual orientation: the complete 
failure of Christian Fix-a-Gay and Homo No’ Mo! programs – not 
to mention a universe of anecdotal and empirical evidence – have 
left them little choice. So they’ve changed their approach. Now 
the argument is: A homosexual struggling against the temptation 
to act homosexual is no different from anyone else struggling to 
resist a sinful temptation.”

- John Shore, in his column titled “ ‘Just Resist The 
Temptation’: The Anti-Love Approach To Homosexuality,” 
www.huffingtonpost.com, Oct. 2.

“In the videos in Dan Savage’s “It Gets 
Better” Project, the way it gets better for 
most people in the videos is that they’re 
able to move away from their small towns 
and choose their own friends. Homopho-
bia doesn’t decrease; rather, we find ways 
to shield ourselves from it. ... The homo-
phobes still exist, they’re just far away, 
doing their own thing, having queer kids 
and anti-queer kids and indifferent kids 
and the odd gay-supportive kid, going 
back to school only to hear ‘it gets better,’ 
but first it’ll be terrible.”

- Alex Blaze, in her column titled “LGBT People Need to 
Take the Fight Back to School,” www.huffingtonpost.com, 
Oct. 8.

“The first thing that went through my mind was, ‘Oh, no, not again.’ 
And because there’s an epidemic of suicide among LGBT young 
people, my next reaction is anger. I’m convinced that the root of a 
lot of this is religion-based discrimination and defamation. Frankly, 
I think there’s a lot of spiritual malpractice going on.”}

- Rev. Jack McKinney, a Baptist minister and private 
pastoral counselor in Raleigh, N.C., in an article titled “Gay 
Harassment and the Struggle for Inclusion,” www.nytimes.
com, Oct. 8.

“We need take responsibility for protect-
ing ourselves from HIV – it is nobody 
else’s job to protect us but us. We 
need to move from blame and shame to 
responsibility and accountability. We 
need to create a culture that embraces 
all of us regardless of gender or sexual 
orientation. We need our wives, mothers, 
sisters, and daughters to know they are 
beautiful and complete whether they are 
partnered or not. And we need black 
men to step up to the plate, be honest 
about who we are, regardless of sexual 
orientation, and provide the leadership 

this issue demands from black men.”
- Phill Wilson, chief executive officer of the Black AIDS 
Institute, in his column titled “When You Know Better, You 
Do Better,” www.blackaids.org, Oct. 8.

“Facebook has taken an important first step in making so-
cial media a place where anti-gay violence is not allowed. 
Our community needs to continue to be vigilant and report 
instances of hateful comments and images across the site to 
Facebook moderators as well as post messages of support 
for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender youth.”

- Jarrett Barrios, president of the Gay & Lesbian 
Alliance Against Defamation, in a joint press release 
with Facebook titled “GLAAD and Facebook Work 
Together to Remove Anti-Gay Comments,” www.
glaad.org, Oct. 13.

Phill Wilson
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Saline School Board
BY D’ANNE WITKOWSKI

I think we can all agree that bullying is bad. No one likes to be 
bullied (Well, OK, some people do, but not, like, for real. That’s 
why they have a safe word.) and no one wants their kids to get 

taunted and harassed while they’re at school.
But if there’s one thing worse than bullying it’s anti-bullying. 

Because everybody knows that “anti-bullying” is really just code 
for “promo-homo” and is an attempt to indoctrinate children to hate 
Jesus and love leather daddies and bull dykes.

So congratulations to the Saline School Board for voting 
against adding “sexual orientation, gender identity and gender 
expression” to the school district’s non-discrimination policy. And 
double congratulations for holding this historic vote just days after 
a 19-year-old killed himself after attending a city council meeting 
in Oklahoma where person after person stood up to say how terrible 
gay people were.

Why did the Saline School Board vote 4-3 to keep LGBTs 
out of their non-discrimination policy? Well, they already have an 
anti-bullying policy, which supposedly covers that.

“We already have a policy in place,” said board member Paul 
Hynek, who also acknowledged that “we don’t live in a tolerant 
society.”

Late September Hynek claimed, “The root of the problem is 
bullying; we need to get that under control.” Surely getting bullying 
under control couldn’t possibly start with adding “sexual orientation, 

gender identity and gender expression” to the non-discrimination 
policy. I mean, to teach kids not to bully LGBT students it couldn’t 
possibly matter whether the school district is willing to acknowledge 
that LGBT students not only exist but are also worthy of protection 
against discrimination.

“I do feel that people have been bullied and harassed,” Hynek 
told AnnArbor.com. “But I’m thinking they’re not the only group in 
the high school that gets bullied and harassed.” It is, after all, well 
known that a group cannot receive protection until they are the only 
group getting discriminated against for who they are.

Board member Chuck Lesch said that since Michigan doesn’t 
include LGBT folks in the state non-discrimination laws, Saline 
shouldn’t have to either.

High school science teacher Tom Frederick boldly spoke out 
against the change, worrying that banning discrimination against 
gays would “lead to future cases of discrimination.”

POW! That’s the sound of Frederick blowing your mind.
Think about it: Fight fire with fire, right? In other words, fight 

discrimination with discrimination. As Dan Savage wrote, “If you 
ban discrimination against LGBT students then you’re going to 
wind up discriminating against the people who want to discriminate 
against LGBT students.”

And those people usually claim that it’s a God-given right to 
think homosexuals are disgusting, awful people and to treat them 
as such.

As Superintendent Scot Graden told AnnArbor.com, without 
changing the policy LGBT students could technically be discrimi-
nated against by school employees without recourse. He gave the 
hypothetical example of a student getting cut from the volleyball 
team for being a lesbian.

But come on, it’s one thing to put “no ass kicking” in an anti-
bullying policy. It’s another to put into writing that LGBT folks 
will get a fair shake in your school district. It’s like putting out a 
welcome mat for the queers. Next thing you know, LGBT riff-raff 
will infiltrate the school.

And as more and more schools adopt inclusive non-discrimi-
nation policies, people are going to expect more from principals and 
school board members who don’t do a damn thing to help LGBT 
kids until it’s time to say, “So sorry for your loss” to parents at a 
kid’s funeral.

Thank you, Saline Board members, for standing up against 
such a world.

News NATIONAL

Because everybody knows that “anti-bullying” 
is really just code for “promo-homo” and is 
an attempt to indoctrinate children to hate 

Jesus and love leather daddies and bull dykes.

Gay marriage debate persists 
in some Nov. 2 races
Candidates still squabbling over same-sex relationship recognitions
 BY DAVID CRARY

This election will be the first since 
the 1990s without a measure to ban gay 
marriage on any state ballot, yet the divi-
sive issue is roiling races across the U.S. 
during a time of tumult for the gay rights 
movement.

In Minnesota, New Hampshire, 
California and New York, gubernatorial 
campaigns have become battlegrounds for 
rival sides in the debate, with the Demo-
cratic candidates supporting same-sex 
marriage and the Republicans opposed.

In Iowa, voters will decide whether 
to oust three state Supreme Court justices 
who joined last year’s unanimous decision 
making the state one of five where gay 
marriage is legal.

And in Rhode Island and California, 
Democratic candidates are seeking to 
become the fourth and fifth openly gay 
members of Congress. The Californian, 
Palm Springs Mayor Steve Pougnet, has a 
husband and 4-year-old twins, and would 
be Congress’ first openly gay parent.

The races are unfolding on a rapidly 
shifting gay rights landscape, with activ-
ists elated by important court rulings, irked 
at setbacks in Washington and jolted by 
high-profile cases of anti-gay violence and 
bullying-provoked suicides.

The mixed emotions have been 
evident in recent days as a federal judge 
ordered a halt to enforcement of the mili-
tary’s “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy. The 
Obama administration says it agrees with 
the judge that gays should be allowed to 
serve openly, yet to the frustration of gay 
activists, the administration appealed the 
ruling, saying it preferred that Congress 
repeal the policy.

:It’s the best of times and worst of 
times,” said Richard Socarides, a former 
Clinton White House adviser on gay 
rights.

“Culturally you see a huge increase 
in acceptance of gays and lesbians, and 
in the federal courts you see for the first 
time a willingness to embrace the Consti-
tution as a vehicle for securing equality 
for gay people,” Socarides said. “Yet in 
our nation’s politics, we see essentially 
the opposite.”

He said President Barack Obama has 
failed to deliver on his pledges to gays 
regarding marriage recognition and repeal 
of the ban on gays serving openly.

“The president made a conscious 
decision coming in that these were sec-
ond- and third-tier issues,” Socarides said. 
“People were very excited by him. But he 
overpromised and underdelivered.”

Obama said Oct. 14 that the military 
policy “will end and it will end on my 
watch,” but he acknowledged the con-

straints of the legal process.
Republicans have not emphasized 

social issues as much as in recent elec-
tions, calculating that dismay over the 
economy and frustration with the Demo-
cratic agenda will be enough to post big 
gains. The Republicans’ recent “Pledge to 
America” did not call for a federal ban on 
gay marriage or broach the issue of gays 
in the military.

“Even the most conservative Repub-
licans understand that these issues don’t 
work on their behalf nearly as effectively 
as they did a few years ago,” said Fred 
Sainz of the Human Rights Campaign, a 
national gay rights group.

Brian Brown of the National Orga-
nization for Marriage, a major financial 
backer of campaigns opposing same-sex 
marriage, said Republicans would be 
unwise to soften their stance on the issue.

“We’re not saying the No. 1 issue in 
every state is same-sex marriage,” he said. 
“We are saying it’s an important issue, and 
Republicans abandon it at their peril.”

A look at some of the 
notable races:

 California
The high-profile races for governor 

and Senate coincide with legal wrangling 
over Proposition 8, the ballot measure ap-
proved by California voters in 2008 that 
banned same-sex marriage.

A federal judge ruled in August that 
the ban is unconstitutional. The case will 
be heard before the 9th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals in December. State Attorney 
General Jerry Brown, the Democratic 
candidate for governor, supports same-sex 
marriage and has refused to defend Propo-

sition 8 in court. His Republican opponent, 
Meg Whitman, opposes gay marriage and 
has pledged to defend the ban.

The Senate race has a similar split: 
Democratic incumbent Barbara Boxer 
supports same-sex marriage and Repub-
lican challenger Carly Fiorina opposes it.

Prop. 8 supporters organized a bus 
tour across the state intended to rally 
Latino support for Fiorina based on the 
marriage issue. They also released a TV 
ad in Spanish highlighting Boxer’s support 
for abortion rights and same-sex marriage.

 New Hampshire
Last year, Democratic Gov. John 

Lynch, who said he opposed gay marriage, 
signed a bill legalizing it after lawmakers 
approved provisions affirming religious 
rights.

Lynch is up for re-election, facing 
a Republican who opposes same-sex 
marriage, and the National Organization 
for Marriage is running ads against the 
governor depicting his signing of the bill 
as a betrayal of voters.

Andy Smith of the University of New 
Hampshire Survey Center said Lynch has a 
solid lead over Republican nominee John 
Stephen in the center’s latest poll, while 
voters seem relatively at ease with legal-
ized gay marriage.

“When the economy is bad, it tends 
to blow social issues out the door,” Smith 
said. “Voters are more concerned about 
what’s on the table than what their neigh-
bor is doing.”

 Minnesota
There’s a similar dynamic in the race 

to succeed Republican Minnesota Gov. 
Tim Pawlenty. Republican candidate Tom 
Emmer opposes same-sex marriage, while 

 Iowa celebrates, April 2009
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Republican’s gay issues 
hound NY governor campaign
Paladino apologizes for remarks, but can’t escape negative publicity

ALBANY, N.Y. (AP) – The Re-
publican candidate for the governorship 
of New York has recently railed against 
gay marriage and called the 
bumping-and-griding at gay 
pride parades disgusting. He 
also once was the landlord for 
two gay clubs in Buffalo.

The real estate deal, first 
reported Oct. 13 by the New 
York Daily News, left Demo-
crats calling him a hypocrite. 
Carl Paladino’s Republican 
campaign said it proved that 
he supports gay rights, just not 
gay marriage.

Meanwhile, a rabbi who 
represents an umbrella organization of 
ultra-Orthodox clerics said he was drop-
ping his endorsement of Paladino because 
the candidate had apologized for the harsh 
wording of some of his comments about 
gays at a recent event.

Paladino’s campaign has acknowl-
edged the mistakes have hurt his candidacy 
as it tries to overcome Democrat Andrew 
Cuomo’s double-digit lead in the polls. 
The Republican’s poll numbers had been 
slipping since late September, when he 
was caught on video loudly arguing with 
a reporter over Paladino’s unsubstantiated 
claim that Cuomo had extramarital affairs.

Then, late last Wednesday, politi-
cal website WNYMedia.net released 
pornographic e-mails forwarded under 
Paladino’s company account that it said 
he had sent to friends and business associ-
ates. It’s the second batch of embarrassing 
messages linked to the candidate, who has 
already apologized for forwarding racist 

and sexist e-mails.
But the biggest conflict began Oct. 

10, when Paladino told Orthodox Jewish 
leaders in New York that 
he opposes gay marriage 
and doesn’t want children 
being “brainwashed into 
thinking that homosexu-
ality is an equally valid 
and successful option.” 
He also told the rabbis, 
“That’s not how God cre-
ated us, and that’s not the 
example that we should 
be showing our children.”

The next day, he said 
he was referring only to 

his opposition to gay marriage, then added 
that young children shouldn’t be exposed 
to homosexuality, especially at gay Pride 
parades.

On Oct. 12, the day after National 
Coming Out Day, Paladino apologized for 
using harsh words, such as “brainwashed,” 
but not his opposition to gay marriage.

“I sincerely apologize for any com-
ment that may have offended the gay and 
lesbian community or their family mem-
bers. Any reference to branding an entire 
community based on a small representation 
of them is wrong,” he said in a statement. 
“The portrayal of me as anti-gay is incon-
sistent with my lifelong beliefs and actions 
and my prior history as a father, employer 
and friend to many in the gay and lesbian 
community.”

That apology lost Paladino an en-
dorsement. Orthodox Rabbi Yehuda Levin, 
one of his hosts at the Jewish event, with-
drew his support and accused Paladino of 

bowing to political pressure. Levin says 
he was told by the campaign that Paladino 
apologized at the urging of family mem-
bers, because his nephew is gay.

Paladino spokesman Michael Caputo 
told The Associated Press that the rabbi 
and Paladino “agree on many things and 
disagree on some, too. He’s entitled to his 
opinion.”

Being a landlord to two gay clubs in 
Buffalo “was a clear example of how Carl 
Paladino doesn’t discriminate against the 
gay community in business,” Caputo said. 
“Carl not only rented to the clubs – he had 
a good working relationship with them 
throughout their tenancy.”

Cuomo wouldn’t comment. Demo-
cratic Chairman Jay Jacobs, head of the 
party’s state committee, said Paladino’s 
“extremism is outdone only by his hy-
pocrisy.”

Conservative Party Chairman Mi-
chael Long, who is critical to Paladino’s 
chances for winning Nov. 2, said Paladino 
had better get back to his primary message 
of cutting taxes and state spending.

As for the leases with gay clubs, Long 
says it shows “he has no prejudices.”

“He is not a slick politician,” Long 
said of Paladino, his party’s nominee. 
“He may at times be somewhat gruff, but 
anything I saw – and I watched all his 
interviews – I didn’t see any meanness.”

The New York Post reported a brief 
interview with Paladino’s gay nephew, 
Jeff Hannon, saying, “Obviously, I’m very 
offended by his comments.” He declined 
further comment. The nephew continues to 
work on the campaign, Caputo said.

Democrat Mark Dayton and independent 
Tom Horner support it.

The National Organization for Mar-
riage has run TV ads for Emmer, high-
lighting the three candidates’ stances on 
marriage. The ads infuriated some gay 
rights groups because they used the image 
of slain civil rights leader Martin Luther 
King Jr.

University of Minnesota political 
scientist Larry Jacobs says Dayton ap-
pears to be leading, but the race is up for 
grabs. According to Jacobs, few voters 
consider gay marriage a vital issue, and 
Emmer has not emphasized it. “In past 
years Republicans have used gay marriage 
as an issue to mobilize their base, to bring 
out conservatives,” Jacobs said. “This year 
they don’t need it.”

Brown, the National Organization for 

Marriage’s president, disagreed.
“When marriage becomes an issue, 

as it has in Minnesota, people understand 
what’s at stake,” he said. “This could be 
a decisive factor in the governor’s race.”

 New York
Republican gubernatorial candidate 

Carl Paladino was considered an underdog 
from the outset in his race against Demo-
crat Andrew Cuomo.

Now Paladino’s task may be even 
harder after his recent entanglement in gay-
related controversies. He railed against gay 
marriage in a speech to Orthodox Jewish 
leaders, then called gay Pride parades 
disgusting.

Under fire from gay rights advo-
cates, including the Cuomo campaign, he 
apologized, costing him his support from a 
leading ultra-Orthodox rabbi. Meanwhile, 
news reports surfaced that Paladino was 
once landlord of two gay clubs in Buffalo.

 Iowa
Polls show Iowa voters evenly split 

on whether to oust three Supreme Court 
justices who were part of the decision 
legalizing gay marriage. If the effort suc-
ceeds, it would be the first time since Iowa 
adopted its current system for appointing 
judges in 1962 that voters opted to remove 
a Supreme Court justice.

The targets include Chief Jus-
tice Marsha Ternus, who said the three 
wouldn’t undertake a counter-campaign 
because they don’t want to set a question-
able example for judges by campaigning 
and raising money.

Brown said removal of any of the 
justices would be a “game-changer” with 
national impact.

“Judges will have to sit up and take 
notice that they can’t just arbitrarily make 
up the law,” he said.

® Gay Marriage
Continued from p. 14

Carl Paladino
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Lawsuit filed on behalf of corrections officer 
ACLU says Mississippi officer fired for being gay, had unblemished record

HATTIESBURG, Miss. – The American 
Civil Liberties Union filed a lawsuit Oct. 18 
on behalf of Andre Cooley, a corrections of-
ficer for juvenile detainees with an exemplary 
record. Cooley was fired when his supervisors 
discovered that he was gay. The lawsuit claims 
Cooley’s constitutional rights were violated by 
the Forrest County Sheriff’s Department and his 
superior officers.

“Andre’s sexual orientation has no bearing 
on his ability to perform the job of a corrections 
officer,” said Joshua Block, staff attorney with 
the ACLU Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgen-
der Project. “It is well established that a public 
employer cannot fire an employee based on ir-
rational fears and prejudices against gay people. 
Andre’s case is also a reminder that people in 
Mississippi who work for private companies 
are left almost entirely unprotected from anti-
gay discrimination. There is currently no state 
or federal law protecting against employment 
discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation.”

On June 14 while, at home and off-duty, 

Cooley called 911 after his boyfriend became 
physically violent. One of the officers who 
responded to the call, was Chief of Corrections 
Charles Bolton, one of Cooley’s supervisors. 
After Cooley’s boyfriend told Bolton that he 
and Cooley were in a relationship, Bolton told 
Cooley not to return to work before speaking 
with his immediate supervisor. The next day, 
Staff Sergeant of Jail Operations Donnell Bran-
non informed Cooley that he was being perma-
nently terminated. Cooley asked Brannon if he 
was being fired because he was gay. Brannon 
responded, “Yes.”

Cooley had never received a written expla-
nation for his firing. He had never been charged 
or disciplined in connection with the domestic 
violence precipitated by his former boyfriend 
the day before he was fired. The official police 
report of the incident identifies Cooley as the 
victim. After firing Cooley, the sheriff’s depart-
ment attempted to deny him unemployment 
benefits by alleging that Cooley had engaged in 
unspecified “inappropriate conduct and behavior 

while off duty, unacceptable for an officer.” After 
a hearing, an administrative law judge concluded 
that the sheriff’s department failed to show that 
Cooley committed misconduct of any kind.

“I loved my job, and I did it well. It should 
not matter whether I’m gay or straight,” said 
Cooley. “Because I grew up in the foster care 
system, I know the types of problems faced by 
the kids in juvenile corrections. As a corrections 
officer, I could give back by helping these kids 
turn their lives around and build a future for 
themselves.”

Cooley was raised in the foster care system 
from birth. He chose to be a corrections officer, 
so he could serve as a mentor and positive role 
model for troubled teenagers. Cooley earned his 
bachelor’s degree in administration of justice 
from the University of Southern Mississippi, and 
began working for the Forrest County Sheriff’s 
Department in November 2009 where he was 
quickly promoted to senior corrections officer. 
At the time Cooley was hired, he was told that 
he had a better resume than any other person who 

had applied for the job.
“It is shameful and baffling that the sheriff’s 

department would terminate Andre for being 
gay,” said Bear Atwood of the ACLU of Missis-
sippi. “Andre’s life is a perfect example of what 
a person can accomplish through hard work and 
education. As a juvenile corrections officer, he 
was a positive role model for kids who were 
falling through the cracks and had no one else 
they could relate to.”

The lawsuit names the Forrest County 
Sheriff’s Department, Chief Bolton, Sheriff Billy 
McGee and Staff Sergeant Brannon for violat-
ing his equal protection and due process rights 
guaranteed under the Fourteenth Amendment.

Cooley is represented by Joshua Block and 
Leslie Cooper at the ACLU Foundation, Bear 
Atwood at the ACLU of Mississippi and Lisa 
E. Cleary and Aron Fischer at the law firm of 
Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP.

 The complaint for this case can be found at: http://
bit.ly/9MCZ89

Gov’t seeks to resurrect ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’
Obama shocks activists with appeal of court-issued injunction for military ban
BY REX WOCKNER

The U.S. government moved Oct. 14 to 
block a Riverside, Calif., federal judge’s world-
wide injunction issued two days earlier that bars 
the government from making any further use of 
the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” military gay ban.

Justice Department lawyers asked U.S. 
District Judge Virginia Phillips to suspend the 
injunction while the government appeals it, 
saying her mandated, immediate, universal end 
to DADT was imprudent and could harm the 
U.S. military.

Phillips rejected the stay request in a tenta-
tive ruling Oct. 18, meainig that “Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell” remains unenforceable worldwide. 
Leaders in the Pentagon, however, still advised 
gay troops not to come out during the law’s 
uncertain time.

In issuing her injunction, Phillips said 
DADT violates servicemembers’ and prospective 
servicemembers’ Fifth Amendment due-process 
rights and First Amendment rights to free speech 
and to petition for redress of grievances. She per-
manently enjoined the United States, the defense 
secretary and anyone working with them from 
enforcing or applying DADT against any person.

She ordered the U.S. and the defense secre-
tary to “immediately ... suspend and discontinue 
any investigation, or discharge, separation, or 
other proceeding, that may have been com-
menced under the ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’ Act.”

Phillips also granted plaintiff Log Cabin Re-
publicans’ request to apply for attorneys’ fees and 
LCR’s request to file a motion for costs of suit.

The injunction followed a nonjury trial that 
was held July 13-23, and Phillips’ issuance of her 
opinion striking down DADT on Sept. 9.

But the Justice Department was having none 
of it and sought an order staying application of 

the injunction pending appeal. The Department 
said that if Phillips rejected the stay, which it 
appears she has, it would seek “an immediate 
administrative stay” from the 9th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals “to allow the orderly litigation 
of the stay request before that Court.”

As of press time, no other attempts by the 
DOJ to stay the injunction had been made.

“As the president has stated previously, 
the administration does not support the DADT 
statute as a matter of policy and strongly supports 
its repeal,” the Justice Department told Phil-
lips. “However, the Department of Justice has 
long followed the practice of defending federal 
statutes as long as reasonable arguments can be 
made in support of their constitutionality, even 
if the administration disagrees with a particular 
statute as a policy matter, as it does here.”

Beyond that, the injunction was imprudent, 
disrupting and frustrating, and is possibly harm-
ful, the government said.

“(T)he Department of Defense has estab-
lished a high-level Working Group that is cur-
rently conducting a comprehensive review of the 

statute and how best to implement a change in 
policy in a prudent manner,” the lawyers said. 
“The Working Group is nearing completion of 
its report to the secretary, which is due on Dec. 
1. The immediate implementation of the injunc-
tion would disrupt this review and frustrate the 
secretary’s ability to recommend and implement 
policies that would ensure that any repeal of 
DADT does not irreparably harm the govern-
ment’s critical interests in military readiness, 
combat effectiveness, unit cohesion, morale, 
good order, discipline, and recruiting and reten-
tion of the armed forces.”

Furthermore, the Defense Department 
isn’t up to the task of stopping DADT cold, the 
lawyers said.

“The DADT statute implicates dozens 
of DoD and service policies and regulations 
that cover such disparate issues as benefits, 
re-accession, military equal opportunity, anti-
harassment, and others,” they wrote. “Amending 
these regulations would typically take several 
months, because of the need to notify and seek 
input from all affected to ensure that changes do 
not inadvertently result in unanticipated nega-
tive effects on the force. Properly implementing 
any change in policy would thus be a massive 
undertaking by the department and the military 
and cannot be done overnight. And if the court’s 
judgment is reversed on appeal, the department 
and the military will have to implement another 
major policy change – creating further disruption 
and confusion.”

Gay advocates were not pleased
Human Rights Campaign President Joe 

Solmonese: “It is certainly disappointing and 
frustrating that the administration has sought 
a stay.”

Servicemembers Legal Defense Network 
Executive Director Aubrey Sarvis: “We are 
disappointed but not surprised.”

Servicemembers United Executive Direc-
tor Alexander Nicholson: “This request from 
the Obama administration asking Judge Phillips 
to stay her own injunction was expected, but it is 
nevertheless disappointing in light of the presi-
dent’s claim that ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’ harms 
national security and impairs military readiness. 
... (W)e all hope that our commander in chief will 
fiercely advocate for the immediate elimination 
of anything that stands in the way of national 
security and military readiness.”

LCR lawyer Dan Woods: “We are not 
surprised by the government’s action, as it 
repeats the broken promises and empty words 
from President Obama avowing to end ‘Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell’ while at the same time directing 
his Justice Department to defend this unconstitu-
tional policy. Now that the government has filed 
a request for a stay, we will oppose it vigorously 
because brave, patriotic homosexuals are serving 
in our armed forces to fight for all of our consti-
tutional rights while the government is denying 
them theirs.”

GetEQUAL Director Robin McGehee: 
“Today’s appeal by President Obama’s Depart-
ment of Justice is not only indefensible – it is 
yet another shocking lack of leadership from the 
White House on issues of equality for the LGBT 
community. ... Yet again, we are faced with action 
by this administration that stands in stark contrast 
to the campaign rhetoric and lofty speeches about 
equality that continue to be served up as progress 
to our community.”

Obama, for his part, tweeted: “Anybody 
who wants to serve in our armed forces and make 
sacrifices on our behalf should be able to. DADT 
will end & it will end on my watch.”

“Today’s appeal by President 
Obama’s Department of Justice 
is not only indefensible – it is yet 
another shocking lack of leadership 
from the White House on issues of 
equality for the LGBT community.

- GetEQUAL Director 

Robin McGehee
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crisis in our region,” said Community Foundation 
for Southeast Michigan President Mariam C. 
Noland. “The demand for emergency food and 
shelter has increased in southeast Michigan, but 
the funds available to meet essential needs are 
not keeping pace with the increased demand. The 
Community Foundation Challenge – Emergency 
Food & Shelter is a yearlong program, but funds 
are needed now to help meet these needs.” 

As part of the program, more than $1.1 
million in matching funds have been made avail-
able to 21 organizations serving the hungry and 
homeless in the seven-county region of southeast 
Michigan. 

One of those organizations is the Ruth El-
lis Center, which services homeless and at-risk 
LGBT youth.

“It costs approximately $1,700 per day to 
run our Drop-in Center, so if our donors help us 
reach the maximum goal, the homeless youth 
we serve can rely on 24 more days of a safe 
space where young people can access services 
and take the necessary steps to move toward 
independence,” said Laura Hughes, Ruth Ellis 
Center executive director. “Those 24 days have 
an immeasurable effect on our youth, who have 
been rejected by families and are searching for 
their next meal.  It is 24 more days that we are 
saving lives.”

The Community Foundation will match new 
donations from individuals for current operations 
at a match of one dollar for every two dollars 
raised by the participating food and shelter or-
ganizations. Participating match organizations 
will be awarded matching grants ranging from 
$20,000 to $125,000 per organization. When gifts 
and matching funds are combined, the program 
will result in more than $3.3 million of support 
to the participating organizations. 

“My father used to say, ‘If you have the 
opportunity and the material means, you should 
give back to the community’,” said Phillip Wm. 
Fisher, a member of the Fisher Foundation board 
of trustees.

The Community Foundation Challenge 
– Emergency Food & Shelter will also raise 
much-needed public awareness of the historic 
high demand for emergency food and shelter 
in the region and the need for charitable giving 
from individual donors to help address that need. 

Raising awareness, skills
An important component of the program 

is to provide training opportunities to help 
strengthen the fundraising capacity of a broader 
group of emergency food and shelter providers 
across southeast Michigan. Organizations will be 
invited to participate in education and training 
programs that will focus on topics such as indi-
vidual fundraising, planned giving, endowment 
gifts and volunteer engagement. 

“For more than 25 years, the Community 
Foundation has supported emergency food and 
shelter organizations in southeast Michigan as 
part of our mission to improve the quality of life 
in the region,” said Noland. “The organizations 
providing food and shelter in this area have an 
urgent need for support. Through this program, 
we hope to raise awareness of the needs that their 
services meet in our community.”

“While 21 organizations have been awarded 
matching funds under the Community Founda-
tion Challenge, we trust that the residents of 
southeast Michigan will support not only those 

organizations, but the many worthy nonprofits 
providing food and shelter and other human 
needs within our community,” Phillip Fisher 
explained. “We hope that many emergency food 
and shelter organizations will take advantage of 
the training programs in order to strengthen their 
ability to serve those in need.”

Details of the training program will be an-
nounced in the coming weeks. 

For more information, visit www.mmfisher.org or 
www.cfsem.org

Participating Organizations
Cass Community Social Services www.casscommunity.com

Coalition on Temporary Shelter ( www.cotsdetroit.org

Common Ground www.commongroundhelps.org

Detroit Rescue Mission Ministries www.drmm.org

Focus: HOPE	 www.focushope.edu

Food Gatherers www.foodgatherers.org

Forgotten Harvest www.forgottenharvest.org

Gleaners Community Food Bank www.gcfb.org

Grace Centers of Hope www.gracecentersofhope.org

HAVEN www.haven-oakland.org

Lighthouse of Oakland County www.lighthouseoakland.org

Livingston Area Council Against Spouse Abuse (LACASA) www.
lacasa1.org

Monroe County Opportunity Program www.monroecountyop.org

Neighborhood Service Organization www.nso-mi.org

Ozone House Inc. www.ozonehouse.org

Capuchin Soup Kitchen www.thecapuchins.org

Ruth Ellis Center www.ruthelliscenter.org

Salvation Army Eastern Michigan Division www.usc.  		
        salvationarmy.org/usc/www_usc_emi.nsf

SOS Community Services http://soscs.org

South Oakland Shelter www.southoaklandshelter.org

Starfish Family Services www.starfishonline.org

 Note: Contributions eligible for matching funds 
through the Community Foundation Challenge 
should be made directly to the participating orga-
nizations, which will then receive matching funds 
from the program.

® Shelters
Continued from p. 7

“It costs approximately $1,700 
per day to run 
our Drop-in 
Center, so if 
our donors 
help us reach 
the maximum 
goal, the 
homeless youth 
we serve can 
rely on 24 
more days of a safe space where 
young people can access services 
and take the necessary steps to 
move toward independence.” 

– Laura Hughes, Ruth Ellis 

Center executive director
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See Pointer Sisters, page 22

Legendary girl group on 
Motown memories, gay 
following and being part 
of the golden disco era
BY CHRIS AZZOPARDI

So excited and just can’t hide it? Well, no wonder: The 
Pointer Sisters, the girl group spearheading the ’70s 
and ’80s disco era with songs like “I’m So Excited” 

and “Jump (For My Love),” are stepping out for a rare show 
in Detroit.

Original sisters Anita and Ruth – along with her grand-
daughter, Sadako (who stands in for the late June) – will 
perform at 8 p.m. Oct. 28 at Sound Board at MotorCity Casino 
Hotel. Before their local gig, Ruth, 64, shared her fondest 
Motown memories, boasted about that golden age in music, 
and praised the Pointer Sisters’ gay following.   

You’re only doing a few shows in the states. But lucky 
for us, Detroit is one of them. What makes Detroit 
so special?

Hey, it’s the Motor City. It’s where I feel like it all began, 
especially for African-American artists with Motown and 
the Supremes and the Temptations – just so many wonder-
ful classic artists that will never go away. 

Do you have memories of performing in Detroit?

One of the memories that stands out is going to the first 
Motown office and just being in awe of the history, and 
then later we went to the Joe Louis Arena and performed 
with Lionel Richie. 

What do you miss about that era in music?

For me, it was the best time for music. The music was just 
so joyful; it wasn’t political, and if it was it was done in such 

a classy way. I’m thinking of Marvin Gaye and Stevie Wonder, 
who always touched upon political issues but in a discrete way. 

It left room in your mind for imagination – and hope. 

It was a great time to be at the peak of your career, 
wasn’t it?

Yes, it was! I have no regrets! (Laughs)

Do you think you’d be able to fit in now, with all the 
Lady Gagas and such?

Oh my god! You know, I would find a way to fit in, but it’s so 
different now.  

You have your granddaughter, so she probably keeps 
you hip. Are you keeping up with what everyone is 
listening to these days? 

Well, you know, she kind of does. And I have 17-year-old twins 
now; they keep it current for me.  

Your music is particularly huge in the gay community. 
Were you aware of that following back in the ’70s?

You know, we have a history of having a really huge gay following. 
We did some of our earliest work with (disco-soul singer and gay 
drag performer) Sylvester in San Francisco and it was some of the 

best and most fun times. And, of course, living in the Bay Area 
and participating in the gay parades there in San Francisco, it’s 
just always been something that’s been very dear to us. And I 
mean, our gay friends would come in our dressing room and help 
us dress, and it’d just be a party in there. Oh my god, so fun! 

I tell my 17-year-old daughter, because there are a few 
students at her school that are gay – and with this bullying going 

on nowadays and young people committing suicide: “You really, 

Pointer Sisters ‘Jump’ to Detroit

The Po inter  S is ters : 
Sadako, Ruth and Anita. 
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Life

Dark Dark Dark...  
  and queer

BY CHRIS AZZOPARDI

You’re not the only one reading this, be-
cause so is Marshall LaCount. He likes to know 
who’s writing what about him and his psychedel-
ic-folk band Dark Dark Dark, so he has Google 
Alert on the group. Just the other day, he found 
out they’re getting gay ink – finally. 

“It’s so exciting for us to not be stuck in 
the ‘straight’ indie-rock publicity scene, and it’s 
true at all of our shows that we’re somewhere be-
tween indie rock and the queer community,” says 
LaCount, vocalist and multi-instrumentalist for 
the Minneapolis-based band, which just landed 
some glowing write-ups in gay publications for 
their second full-length, “Wild Go.” 

To promote the project, Dark Dark Dark 
performs at 8 p.m. Oct. 27 at the Bakery Loft in 
Detroit – and this is how much they love you: 
“If the queer community doesn’t feel comfortable 
coming to certain venues or being among certain 
attitudes then we just won’t do it,” LaCount 
assures. “We’ve spent pretty much our whole 
lifespan as a band making decisions like that, 
where everyone has to feel welcome and it has 
to be a safe space for everyone.” 

The band members’ own sexual identities 
give them more reason to perform in progressive 
rooms: LaCount, along with fellow lead singer 
Nona Marie Invie, is queer (because, he says, 
bisexual is limiting); while accordionist Walter 
McClements is, LaCount notes, “our gay man.” 
Straights are among them, too: celloist Jonathan 

Kaiser, bass player Todd Chandler and Brett Bul-
lion on percussion. Three of them – LaCount, 
Invie and Bullion – will appear locally, as the 
band truncates due to everyone’s crazy schedules. 

“The three of us will be able to have some-
thing equally as special as the six of us,” LaCount 
says. “It’ll just have to be adjusted slightly; the 
intimate version can be just as powerful as the 
big version.”

But they’ve been small before: A year be-
fore the band became a sextet, it was just Invie 
and LaCount, who met each other when Invie 
caught LaCount’s then-band at a Minneapolis 
café five years ago, a year before Dark Dark 
Dark swelled to six. “She was kind of an excited 
young person and I was an excited young person 
too,” he recalls.

He hit on her, didn’t he?
“Oh no,” he says. “Although that might 

make for a better story if I could really work 
that.”

One angle’s already there, and true: the gay 
one, which his publicity firm wasn’t sure how 
to spin, he says, even though it was obvious to 
them: “We’re around gay people and the trans 
community and the queer community all over 
the country, all the time.”

Dark Dark Dark spends so much time on 
the road, hanging out all over the world, that 
LaCount’s only been home to the Twin Cities 
for a few weeks since March. They’re regulars 
at Idapalooza Fruit Jam, a queer music festival in 
Tennessee where there’s “so many freaks in the 
middle of the mountains,” he says. The band’s 
no stranger to Michigan either, having visited 
Ypsilanti, Ann Arbor and Saginaw – where they 
ran into the bookers who slated them for the 
Bakery gig. 

Since forming, the road’s been their friend 
–  and a jump-off point for their music, where 

PERFORMING

Sextet promotes 
melancholy second 
album in Detroit

Twin Cities band Dark Dark Dark performs 
in Detroit on Oct. 27. Photo: Todd Seelie
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they’re granted copious amounts of inspi-
ration, from landscapes to people, to pull 
from. Look no further than the video for 
“Daydreaming,” the wistful first single 
from “Wild Go,” and their nomadic influ-
ences take hold: a marching band drums in 
a run-down field, cars zoom across inter-
states, and Invie’s in a parking lot, playing 
piano and singing with passionate fervor.

The rest of “Wild Go” – recorded in 
studios, along with a renovated church and 
landmark theater, in Minneapolis –  has 
a similar cinematic vibe that’s more uni-
fied than their debut, 2008’s “The Snow 
Magic,” which LaCount says was basi-

cally just their first 13 recordings thrown 
on an album with less attention paid to 
arrangements and editing. Lush, layered 
and whimsical, this 10-song album – fol-
lowing an EP, “Bright Bright Bright,” 
released earlier this year – is infiltrated 
with Americana, Eastern European folk 
and New Orleans jazz sounds. Soundtracks 
were also particularly influential on “Wild 
Go,” with score-makers Philip Glass and 
Nico Muhly perched on LaCount’s mind 

during the record’s conception.
There were others, too. “Oh, weird, 

I’m coming up with all these cowboy ones 
right now,” he says. “But the other one I 
thought of immediately was the soundtrack 
for ‘The Good, the Bad and the Ugly,’ 
which is absolutely amazing.”

Based around an apocalyptic narra-
tive, “Wild Go” is an emotional work of 
breathtaking proportions; “Robert” is a 
crushing elegy and the lovelorn “Nobody 
Knows” is the “song of a sorry gal.” Dark 
dark dark, but not intentionally so. 

“I wasn’t aware that’s what was hap-
pening necessarily,” LaCount says. “We 
weren’t doing it on purpose, but I think 
that’s what I’m becoming aware of. Hope-
fully it’s not all dark and depressing.”

Only mostly. 

Life

really have to rise above these prejudices.” 
I said, “Let me tell you something: One of 
the best friends I’ve ever had in my life 
was my gay friend, and a girl needs a gay 
friend.”

How do you feel about the progress 
we’ve made since the ’70s?

I just can’t understand why people don’t 
understand that everything changes. And 
I just choose to go with the flow pretty 
much and keep my own personal values to 
myself, but I think a lot of it is just plain 
narrow-mindedness, ignorance and cruelty. 

Why did the group decide to resur-
face recently?

Well, we never really stopped, we just 
continued on. When we lost my beloved 
sister June, my daughter (Issa) stepped in. 
We’ve performed a lot in Europe and Asia 
and Australia, and it’s just that we haven’t 
been very visible publicly in the states. We 

still do a lot of corporate parties and private 
parties because I mean, let’s face it, those 
are the people that are in our own age group 
and know our songs. 

How does performing feel different 
without June?

June, Anita, Bonnie and myself grew up 
singing together from a very early age in 
my dad’s church, and we learned specifi-
cally how to sing harmony with one another 
and how to sing harmony with other people 
by singing in a choir. It’s something that 
just comes naturally for us, and I have to 
say that’s the hardest thing when bringing 
someone in to sing with me and Anita right 
now. We have to actually sit down and teach 
them the part that June was singing note for 
note. Never had to do that with June. And 
it’s tough! (Laughs)

Do you plan on recording an album 
with Sadako?

Hmm... not really. We talk about it from 
time to time, but the business has changed 
so much. It’s not like the old days when 
you just have a record deal and go in the 
studio and record with a producer and then 
start promoting. 

I think these young people today are 
so much smarter than we were, and I really 
have to give it to them; they’ve found a way 
to make a great living and really make a 
mark in the business.

What do you think is the Pointer 
Sisters’ greatest accomplishment?

That’s a tough one. I mean, we were the 
first African-American females to play 
the Grand Ole Opry – that’s a huge ac-
complishment. We do all types of music, I 
think that’s a great accomplishment – and 
sometimes it’s been to our determent be-
cause we don’t like to be pigeonholed as an 
R&B group, a pop group, a country group 
or whatever. We just like singing music.

The Pointer Sisters
8 p.m. Oct. 28  

Sound Board at MotorCity Casino Hotel 
2901 Grand River Ave., Detroit

www.motorcitycasino.com

Dark Dark Dark
8 p.m. Oct. 27 

The Bakery Loft 
4300 W. Vernor Highway, Detroit

www.brightbrightbright.com

® Pointer Sisters
Continued from p. 19

® Dark
Continued from p. 21

PERFORMING
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Happenings

OUTINGS
Thursday, Oct. 21
Can We Work Together?, 8 a.m. With 
presentations by the local NAACP chapter 
and Equality Michigan’s Alicia Skillman on 
race and diversity. Community House, 380 
S. Bates, Birmingham. www.equalitymi.
org

LGBT Michigan Artists Invitational 
Exhibition, 9 a.m. Held in honor of Joann 
A. Downing, wish works by local LGBT 
artists. Greater Flint Arts Council, 816 S. 
Saginaw, Flint. 810-238-ARTS. www.
greaterflintartscouncil.org

Kicked Out the Jams, 6 p.m. A benefit for 
Ozone House, which supports homeless or 
at-risk LGBT youth, with performances by 
Drag King Rebellion, Nervous But Excited 
and Just Jill. Tickets: $7. Corner Brewery, 
720 Norris Street, Ypsilanti. www.
ozonehouse.org

Friday, Oct. 22
Blue Devil Drag Show, 6 p.m. A talent 
show with professional and amateur 
drag queens and kings. Cover: $2 for 
non-students/faculty/staff. Hosted by 
OUT! at LTU. Science Building, Lawrence 
Tech University, Southfield. outatltu@
gmail.com 

An Evening with Greg R. Baird, 7 
p.m. A talk with the producer of a 
documentary about Matthew Shepard. 
Free, but donations suggested to support 
the Michigan Gay Officers’ Action 
League. Edgewood United Church, 469 
N.Hagadorn, East Lansing. goalmi@aol.
com. www.edgewooducc.org

Zombie Prom 9 p.m. A Halloween party 
and fundraiser for the Lansing Food Bank 
with zombie make-up, prom photos and 
more. Ages 18 and older welcome. Spiral 
Dance Bar, 1247 Center Street, Lansing. 
www.spiraldancebar.com

Saturday, Oct. 23
Anger Management Group Workshop, 
9 a.m. A 5-week workshop for men only 
to learn about anger and their relationship 
with it. Cost: $30 per session. Lansing 
Association for Human Rights, 1712 E. 
Michigan Ave., Lansing. 517-410-9494. 
www.lahronline.org

Membership Appreciation and Drive 
Party, 5 p.m. Drinks, games, fun and 
brotherhood. Non-members $10, or 
become a member for $30 and it’s free. 
Black and White Men Together, TBA. 248-
219-0772. bwmtdetroit@sbcglobal.net 

A Night At The Races 5:30 p.m. 
Fundraiser to fight for same-sex adoption 
equality and marriage equality. Tickets: 
$25. Northville Downs, 301 S. Center, 
Northville. 248-980-3604. mmbardoni@
yahoo.com 

Michigan Pride Red Party, 7 p.m. A four-
venue party and fundraiser for Michigan 
Pride with live entertainment, dancing and 
more. Wristbands: $10. Michigan Pride, 
1247 Center Street, Lansing.  
www.michiganpride.org

Sunday, Oct. 24
One Nation Under a Groove, 9 p.m. 
Hosted by Sabin and Tori Lynn, with DJ 
Cent. Cover: $10. Hosted by The JAT 
Group. Club 9, 141 W. Nine Mile Road, 
Ferndale. 248-439-6168. thejatgroup@
gmail.com 

Tuesday, Oct. 26
An Evening with Holly Hughes, 6 p.m. 
A performance piece by the well-known 
performance artist UM professor of 
art, design and drama. Hosted by the 
Gender and Sexuality Alliance. Location 
TBA, University of Michigan-Dearborn, 
Dearborn. bmjenkin@umd.umich.edu. 
http://gsa.umd.umich.edu

Wednesday, Oct. 27
Anger Management Group Workshop, 
3 p.m. A 10-week course for men only to 
learn about anger and their relationship 
with it. Cost: $15 per session. Lansing 
Association for Human Rights, 1712 E. 
Michigan Ave., Lansing. 517-410-9494. 
www.lahronline.org

Thursday, Oct. 28
LGBTQ History Month Luncheon, 12 
p.m. With special guest UM Provost 
Kate Davy, author of “Lady Dicks and 
Lesbian Brothers.” Hosted by the Gender 
and Sexuality Alliance. Quad E, Fairlane 
Center, University of Michigan-Dearborn, 
Dearborn. bmjenkin@umd.umich.edu. 
http://gsa.umd.umich.edu

Saturday, Oct. 30
COLAGE Halloween Party, 3 p.m. A party 
put on by the metro Detroit chapter of 
COLAGE with snacks, crafts and fun for 
the whole family. Affirmations, 290 W. 
Nine Mile Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105. 
www.goaffirmations.org

Monster Bash, 9 p.m. Sober dance to 
benefit TWC, a GLBT organization that 
sponsors an AA/Al-Anon conference in 
the spring. Admission: $5. Costumes 
encouraged! Together We Can, 2441 
Pinecrest, Ferndale. twc@twcdetroit.com. 
www.twcdetroit.com

MUSIC & 
MORE
 BENEFITS/SOCIAL EVENTS
Ann Arbor Art Center “The Host with the 
Most” A dinner to benefit the art center. 
Tickets: $75. The Earle Restaurant, 121 
W. Washington, Ann Arbor. 6 p.m. Oct. 26, 
7:30 p.m. Oct. 26. 734-994-8004. www.
annarborartcenter.org

Arab American National Museum 
“Haunted Halloween” A series of 
Halloween-themed parties with pumpkin 
carving and decorating, a scavenger 
hunt and showing of the classic film 
“Halloween.” Tickets: $5 in advance, $6 at 
the door. Arab American National Museum, 
13624 Michigan Ave., Dearborn. 4 p.m. 
Oct. 30, 7:30 p.m. Oct. 30. 313-582-2266. 
www.arabamericanmuseum.org

Detroit Red Wings “Steppin’ Out Red 
Wings Fundraiser” A chance to see the 
Red Wings play the Anaheim Ducks and 
raise funds for Steppin’ Out. Tickets: $35, 
which includes food voucher. Joe Louis 
Arena, 600 Civic Center Drive, Detroit. 
7 p.m. Oct. 23. 313-394-7157. www.
aidswalkdetroit.org

Fashion In Detroit LLC “Fashion In 
Detroit” With designers including Peter 
Hidalgo, Femilia Couture, Motor City 
Denim and more. Tickets: $35-125, $50 
for afterglow parties. MotorCity Casino, 
2901 Grand River Ave., Detroit. 1 p.m. Oct. 
22, 1 p.m. Oct. 23. 248-677-1769. www.
fashionindetroit.com

Friends for the Dearborn Animal Shelter 
“Black Tie & Tails” The 10th anniversary, 
with the theme “Rescues are Diamonds 
in the Rough.” Includes appetizers, dinner, 
drinks and entertainment. Tickets: $175. 
The Dearborn Inn,  20301 Oakwood 
Blvd., Dearborn. 7 p.m. Oct. 22. www.
dearbornanimals.org

HAVEN “Witch’s Brew” A costume party 
and fundraiser for HAVEN, which works 
toward ending domestic violence. Tickets: 
$25. Leon & Lulu, 96 W. 14 Mile Road, 
Clawson. 7 p.m. Oct. 22. 248-288-3600. 
www.haven-oakland.org

MSU Museum “Hello Halloween” An 
afternoon of family-friendly Halloween 
fun. MSU Bug House, Michigan State 
University, East Lansing. 1 p.m. Oct. 31. 
517-432-2370. www.museum.msu.edu

Multicultural Council of Windsor and 
Essex County “Magical Masquerade” A 
dinner and entertainment fundraiser for 
the Multicultural Council and the AIDS 

See Music, page 26

Southeast Michigan’s Ozone House for 
homeless and at-risk LGBT youth will be 
hosting a benefit at 6 p.m. Oct. 21 for their 
“Kicked Out” fund. The fundraiser will be 
held at Cornery Brewery in Ypsilanti.
The event, Kicked Out the Jams, is 
named after the locally published 
“Kicked Out” anthology, which tells 
the stories of queer youth living on the 
streets. Edited by Sassafras Lowrey and 
published by Homofactus Press, it puts 
names to the epidemic of LGBT youth 
who are kicked out of their homes. 
“Queer teen homelessness occurs across 
lines of race, class, religion, ability, 
ethnicity, nationality and geographical 
region,” Lowrey notes. “Kicked Out’s 
contributors represent the diversity of  
this epidemic.”
Kicked Out the Jams will feature perfor-
mances by Drag King Rebellion, Nervous 
But Excited and Just Jill. Admission is 
$7. To learn more about Ozone House 
and the Kicked Out fund and book, visit 
www.ozonehouse.org.

EDITOR’S PICK
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Life CURTAIN CALLS
Visit www.EncoreMchigan.com for ‘Cat on a Hot Tin Roof’

BY MICHAEL H. MARGOLIN

Saturday night was the opening of 
Michigan Opera Theatre’s 40th season, 
and while David DiChiera took five min-
utes on stage to laud MOT’s achievements, 
he must have felt a pang: an anniversary 
year and the season is still confined to four 
productions due to economic factors in the 
city. And though generous Ford Motor 
Company is still a sponsor, the hoped for 
return of DiChiera’s wonderful “Cyrano” 
in MOT’s anniversary year is not to be.

Still, there were pleasures and differ-
ences in the opener, Gilbert and Sullivan’s 
“The Mikado” from its last outing in 1991. 
Surtitles, for one, so that W. S. Gilbert’s 
audacious lyrics are viewable for all to 
fully appreciate. To quote from a song in 
“Kismet,” “rhymes have I, fine rhymes 
have I...”

Set to Arthur Sullivan’s score con-

taining tunes of shapely beauty such as 
“A wandering minstrel I” or “I have a 
little list,” Gilbert gives us rhymes such as 
“etiquette...marionette,” “hallowed joys...
no equipoise” and almost everybody’s 
favorite: “My object all sublime, I shall 
achieve in time – , To let the punishment 
fit the crime – , The punishment fit the 
crime.” As is traditional two of the patter 
arias are given to lines for current events 
and personalities, some of them really 
quite good, though the writer is uncredited, 
it may well be Roberto Mauro, he of the 

surtitles management.
In this production, punishment and 

crime are, as usual, made funny as they 
have been rendered silly by the text. 

BY JOHN QUINN

As the calendar draws closer to the 
Great Pagan Feast, the Celtic blood pulses 
a little faster in my veins. I pray, like the 
Cornish:

From goulies and ghosties and long-
leggedy beasties

And things that go bump in the night
Good Lord, deliver us!
In the spirit of Halloween, Planet 

Ant is serving up a sample of the twisted 
imaginations of some of our local artists in 
“Nightmare Box,” an evening of original 
stories. There aren’t ghosts and ghouls to 
give us shivers but there’s enough “weird” 
to chill the spine.

The production’s structure is inter-
esting. “The Nightmare Box,” written by 
Dave Davies and show director Shawn 
Handlon, is the longest tale. Its scenes 
are broken up by unrelated vignettes 

that hang like shrunken heads from the 
main tree. Herein we learn of the demon 
Archamendon, imprisoned for two thou-
sand years in a box buried under a flow 
of lava. “Someone” has retrieved the box 
and “someone” is attempting to open it. Is 
this the End of Time? Can we be saved by 
an intrepid Guardian?

“The Nightmare Box” plays a little 
like the “Flash Gordon” style serials, 
which, I am not afraid to admit, were still 
playing on Saturday morning TV when I 

was a kid. Not that Mom would have let us 
watch anything as gruesome as this. Just 
when the action is heating up, though, we 
must wait with bated breath as another 
creepy tale is told. Fortunately, we don’t 
have to “tune in next week,” as the inter-
ludes are short and to the point.

BY JENN MCKEE

Plays, by their very nature, are usu-
ally more about what’s said than about 
action; and a play about a person who’s in 
therapy is especially likely to be “talky.” 
So how do you keep a show from being 
visually static?

That’s ultimately the question haunt-
ing Who Wants Cake?’s inert production 
of Conor McPherson’s “Shining City.”

Set in Dublin, the Tony Award-
nominated play has a dual structure, so 
that we hear a newly-minted widower, 
John (Joe Bailey), narrate the story of be-
ing haunted by his estranged wife in their 
home – to such a degree that he’s moved 
into a B&B – to a therapist named Ian 
(Jamie Richards); and we see Ian, a former 
seminary student, struggling to leave the 
woman (Cassandra McCarthy) who just 
had his child, and staring down a crisis of 
existential loneliness and sexuality with a 

male prostitute (Matthew Turner Shelton).
Clearly, John’s experience is intended 

as a filter through which we view Ian’s 
unraveling, slowly leading the audience 
to the play’s surprise ending.

But on opening night, McPherson’s 
gut-punch conclusion was undercut by 
way of the lights not going down on cue, 
leaving Richards no choice but to finally 
break character and wave the other actors 
back on-stage for a curtain call.

Yes, this is something that probably 
won’t happen again during the play’s run. 

But in a way, it was an appropriate end to 
a flawed production.

Director Jamie Warrow has some ele-
ments working in her favor – Bailey does 
nice work with McPherson’s distinctive 
pauses and stop-and-start speech pat-
terns, and she tells John’s tale well – but 
the overall show feels painfully sluggish.

R E V I E W

‘The Mikado’
Michigan Opera Theatre at The Detroit Opera 
House, 1526 Broadway, Detroit. Oct. 20, 22-

24. $29-$121. 313-237-7464.

www.michiganopera.org

R E V I E W

‘The Nightmare Box’
Planet Ant Theatre, 2357 Caniff St., 

Hamtramck. Friday-Saturday through Nov. 6, 
with additional performances Oct. 21 & 26. 

$20. 313-365-4948.

www.planetant.com

R E V I E W

‘Shining City’
Who Wants Cake, The Ringwald Theatre, 

22742 Woodward Ave., Ferndale. Saturday-
Monday through Nov. 8. $10-$20. 248-545-

5545. 

www.whowantscaketheatre.com 

MOT makes the most of ‘The Mikado’

Tales of the macabre at Planet Ant Theatre

‘Shining City’: a ghost of its own potential

The Michigan Opera Theatre opens its 40th 
season with “The Mikado.”  Photo: MOT

Alysia Kolascz and Pete Podolski in “Nightmare 
Box” at Planet Ant Theatre. Photo: Planet Ant.

Jamie Richards is haunted in the Who Wants 
Cake? production of Conor McPherson’s “Shining 
City” at The Ringwald. Photo: Colleen Scribner.
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“Secret Historian: 
The Life and Times 
of Samuel Steward, 
Professor, Tattoo 
Artist, and Sexual 
Renegade,” by Justin 
Spring. FSG, 478 
pages, $32.50 hard-
cover.

Among queer erotic 
connoisseurs of the 
1960s, ‘70s, and 
‘80s, Phil Andros 
was a star; his fact-based collections of siz-
zling literary erotica were several notches 
better than the porn norm. But not many of his 
fans knew the man behind the name: Samuel 
Steward, whose extraordinary and exuberantly 
sexual life is the subject of Spring’s exhaustive 
and compassionate biography. Steward never 
became the accomplished novelist he set out to 
be, but he did befriend Gertude Stein and Alice 
B. Toklas, had youthful flings with Rudolph 
Valentino and Rock Hudson, had an affair 
with Thornton Wilder, supplied the Kinsey 
Institute with intimate details of his trysts (his 
“stud file”) with a life-long array of hustlers, 
and – as Phil Sparrow – was the official tattoo-
ist for the Hell’s Angels. Spring bases much 
of his research on a trove of personal papers, 
long thought lost after Steward’s death (in his 
later years, he lived alone in a decrepit cottage 
of a hovel in an Oakland slum). Quoted at 
length, those writings enliven and illuminate 
this enthralling reclamation of a heretofore 
unheralded queer icon.

“Water Mark,” by J.M. Redmann. Bold Strokes 
Books, 288 pages, $16.95 paper.

Life remains mostly miserable for Michele 
“Micky” Knight, the New Orleans private 
investigator who at the end of “Death of a Dy-
ing Man” – the previous book in Redmann’s 
hard-boiled series – was mourning her city in 
the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina and her 
romance in the wake of her partner’s infidelity. 
She’s living out of her vandalized office where 
there’s neither heat nor hot water, and the only 
job that’s come her way is retrieving family 
papers and photographs for a client from an 
abandoned, waterlogged house. Cue the body, 
though, discovered by a crew of evangelical 
cleanup teens in the similarly trashed house 
next door, and Knight’s sleuth juices are 
flowing again. Tangled pasts, gender identity, 
emotional trauma and the angst of a baby 
dyke all figure in Redmann’s propulsive plot, 

and though the af-
termath of hurricane 
horrors remains as 
stark a backdrop as 
in the previous book, 
there’s more mystery 
– and a hint of both 
personal recovery 
and new romance 
– in this taut and 
textured book. 

“Hot off the Presses,” by Elliott Mackle. Lethe 
Press, 302 pages, $18 paper.

A high-profile young, black lad on the down-
low, a world-class Olympic gymnast commit-
ted to his closet, an evangelical black mayor 
deep into African-American AIDS denial, a 
crusading queer journalist coping with the 
hang-ups of the wealthy straight couple who 
inherited the gay Atlanta newspaper their dead 
son founded: Mackle’s meaty novel packs in 
a lot of provocative plot. Central to the story 
is crusading editor Henry Thompson, who 
has shied away from commitment since the 
AIDS-related death of his lover, until a bath-
house hookup with a Games-bound muscle 
god develops romantic overtones, even though 
the athlete lives with a fiancée. Though it’s set 
around the time of the 1996 Olympics – which 
Mackle covered for the “Atlanta Journal-Con-
stitution” – the story’s several potent themes 
remain relevant. Homophobia in both the 
black and the jock communities is addressed; 

so too is the sometimes vexing question of 
how the queer press ought to cover the queer 
community’s own foibles and failings. Mackle 
tackles these topics with a delicious mix of 
wisdom and wit – and with titillating dashes 
of sex and romance. 

“The Cross of Redemption: Uncollected Writ-
ings,” by James Baldwin, edited by Randall 
Kenan. Pantheon, 336 pages, $26.95 hardcover.

There was a time when writers had real intel-
lectual presence, not just TV talk show mo-
ments and anointment by Oprah Winfrey. This 
momentous collection of essays, book reviews, 
speeches, letters and journalism – and one short 
story – is a fierce and felicitous reminder of 
how towering a literary figure James Baldwin 
was. None of the 54 pieces appear in two other 
collections, “The Price of the Ticket” and the 
Library of America’s “Collected Essays”; 
it’s a testament to how prolific the author of 
“Giovanni’s Room” was that Kenan pulled 
together such a powerful, and readable, book. 
Homosexuality is all but ignored, except for 
scattered, scathing mentions of black radicals 
like Eldridge Cleaver who disdained gays. 
Nonetheless, Baldwin’s sense of outsider-ness 
permeates the collection. There is seldom a dull 
thought or a slapdash sentence in what editor 
Kenan describes as a “grab bag” of a book, and 
one of the more journalistic pieces, “The Fight: 
Patterson vs. Liston” is as muscular and majes-
tic as the boxers whose 1962 fight it chronicles. 

Featured Excerpt

Floyd seemed all right to me at first. He had 
planned for a long fight, and seemed to be feeling 
out his man. But Liston got him with a few bad 
body blows, and a few bad blows to the head. 
And no one agrees me on this, but at one moment, 
when Floyd lunged for Liston’s belly – looking, it 
must be said, like an amateur, wildly flailing – it 
seemed to me that some unbearable tension in 
him broke, that he lost his head. And, in fact, I 
nearly screamed, “Keep your head, baby!” but it 
was really too late. Liston got him with a left, and 
Floyd went down.

-from “The Cross of Redemption”

Life BOOK MARKS

Visit pridesource.com to find footnotes on LGBT books by Richard Labonte

Committee of Windsor. Tickets: $40. 
Symbol, 285 Ouellette Ave., Windsor. 
7 p.m. Oct. 28. 519-973-0222. www.
aidswindsor.org

The Crofoot “Creepy Cheapy Halloween 
Treat” A musical masquerade, with over 
15 bands and DJs paying homage to their 
heroes for Halloween. Cover: $5. Crofoot 
Ballroom, 1 S. Saginaw, Pontiac. 7 p.m. 
Oct. 29. www.thecrofoot.com

The Henry Ford “Hallowe’en “ With trick-
or-treating, walk through “Sleepy Hollow” 
and dinner packages available. Tickets: 
$12.75 members, $15 non-members. 
Greenfield Village, 20900 Oakwood, 
Dearborn. Oct. 8 - Oct. 24. 313-982-6001. 
www.thehenryford.org

 CLASSICAL
Kerrytown Concert House “Beethoven 
Sonatas” A performance by the Fischer 
Duo. Tickets: $10-30. Kerrytown Concert 
House, 415 N. Fourth Ave., Ann Arbor. 4 
p.m. Oct. 31, 8 p.m. Nov. 1. 734-769-
2999. www.kerrytownconcerthouse.com

Macomb Center for the Performing 
Arts “Sphinx Chamber Orchestra” With 
the Harlem Quartet and Elena Urioste. 
Tickets: $15-30. Macomb Center for the 
Performing Arts Gallery, 44757 Garfield 
Road, Clinton Township. 7:30 p.m. Oct. 22. 
586-286-2222. www.macombcenter.com

Macomb Center for the Performing 
Arts “Chu-Fang Huang” A piano recital as 
part of the Young Concert Artists series. 
Tickets: $10 in advance, $12 at the door. 
Macomb Center for the Performing Arts 
Gallery, 44757 Garfield Road, Clinton 
Township. 3 p.m. Oct. 24. 586-286-2222. 
www.macombcenter.com

MSU College of Music “Wind Symphony” 

Performing works by Ravel, Berlioz, 
Martinu and Schmitt. Free. Grand Ledge 
School Auditorium, 820 Spring Street, 
Grand Ledge. 7:30 p.m. Oct. 28. 517-
353-5340. www.music.msu.edu

MSU College of Music “Two Hundred 
Years of Chopin” Part of the West Circle 
Series. Tickets: $10 adults, $8 seniors, 
free for students. Music Building 
Auditorium, Michigan State University, 
East Lansing. 7:30 p.m. Oct. 28. 517-
353-5340. www.music.msu.edu

MSU College of Music “Symphony 
Orchestra” Performing works by 
Beethover, Lorenz and Ravel. Tickets: 
$10 adults, $8 seniors, free for students. 
Wharton Center, Michigan State 
University, East Lansing. 8 p.m. Oct. 22. 
517-432-2000. www.music.msu.edu

University Musical Society “Venice 
Baroque Orchestra” Performing works by 
Vivaldi and Glass. Tickets start at $10. Hill 
Auditorium, 825 N. University, Ann Arbor. 8 
p.m. Oct. 27. www.ums.org

Wayne State University College of 
Engineering “The Music of Engineering” 
Engineering faculty and staff will show 
off their musical talents in a program of 
Haydn, Mozart and a brand new piece 
written by Keith Buckner specifically 
for the college. Danto Engineering 
Development Center, 5050 Anthony Wayne 
Drive, Detroit. 6 p.m. Oct. 22. 313-964-
5090. 

CONCERTS
AEG Live “The Script” Tickets: $25. Royal 
Oak Music Theatre, 318 W. Fourth, Royal 
Oak. 7 p.m. Oct. 24. 248-399-2980. www.
royaloakmusictheatre.com

City of Farmington Hills “Three Men 
and a Tenor” A performance by the 
hilarious group. Tickets: $19 adults, $17 
students and seniors. Farmington Players 
Barn Theatre, 32332 W. 12 Mile Road, 

Farmington Hills. 7:30 p.m. Oct. 22, 7:30 
p.m. Oct. 23. 248-473-1848. 

Kerrytown Concert House “Marina 
Santillan and Samy Mielgo” A 
performance by the Argentinian Duo. 
Tickets: $10-30. Kerrytown Concert 
House, 415 N. Fourth Ave., Ann Arbor. 
8 p.m. Oct. 30. 734-769-2999. www.
kerrytownconcerthouse.com

Live Nation “Bob Dylan and His Band” 
Tickets: $35-55. Hill Auditorium, 825 
N. University, Ann Arbor. 8 p.m. Oct. 28. 
www.livenation.com

Live Nation “LCD Soundsystem” With 
special guest Hot Chip. Tickets: $20-
34.75. The Fillmore, 2115 Woodward 
Ave., Detroit. 7:30 p.m. Oct. 27. www.
livenation.com

Michigan Theater “Ian Anderson” A 
performance by the rock ‘n’ roll icon and 
Jethro Tull frontman. Tickets: $42.50-
85. Michigan Theater, 603 E. Liberty, 
Ann Arbor. 7:30 p.m. Oct. 27. www.
michtheater.org

Miller Auditorium “Bob Dylan and His 
Band” Tickets: $47.50 adults, $27.50 

WMU students. Miller Auditorium, 
Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo. 
8 p.m. Oct. 29. 269-387-2300. www.
millerauditorium.com

MotorCity Casino “The Pointer Sisters” A 
performance by the classic pop/R&B act. 
Tickets: $35-39. Sound Board Theater, 
2901 Grand River Ave., Detroit. 8 p.m. Oct. 
28. www.motorcitycasino.com

MSU College of Music “University 
Chorale and State Singers” Tickets: $10 
adults, $8 seniors, free for students. 
Plymouth Congregational Church, 2001 
Grand River Ave., Lansing. 8 p.m. Oct. 30. 
517-353-5340. www.music.msu.edu

MSU College of Music “Spartan 
Spectacular” Featuring the Wind 
Symphony, Spartan Marching Band and 
Drumline with faculty artists. Tickets: 
$10-12. Wharton Center, Michigan State 
University, East Lansing. 8 p.m. Oct. 23. 
517-432-2000. www.music.msu.edu

Olympia Entertainment “America’s Got 
Talent Live” Featuring the Season Five 
winner and fan-voted favorites. Tickets: 
$39.50-125. Fox Theatre, 2211 Woodward 

Ave., Detroit. 7:30 p.m. Oct. 24. www.
ticketmaster.com

Olympia Entertainment “Jason 
Bonham’s Led Zeppelin Experience” 
A celebration of the work of his father, 
Zeppelin drummer John Bonham. Tickets: 
$38-68. Fox Theatre, 2211 Woodward 
Ave., Detroit. 8 p.m. Oct. 30. www.
ticketmaster.com

Palace Sports and Entertainment “The 
Wall Live” A commemorative concert 
for the 30th anniversary of “The Wall,” 
with Pink Floyd co-founder Roger 
Waters. Tickets: $58-102. The Palace, 5 
Championship Drive, Auburn Hills. 8 p.m. 
Oct. 24. www.palacenet.com

The Magic Bag “Charlie Hunter” A 
performance by the legendary guitarist. 
Tickets: $18. The Magic Bag, 22920 
Woodward Ave., Ferndale. 8 p.m. Oct. 28. 
248-544-1991. www.themagicbag.com

The Whiting “Somi” Singing in English 
and three East African languages, Somi’s 
vocal delivery is subtle yet the power she 
exerts is enormous. Tickets: $30-$35. 
The Whiting, 1241 E. Kearsley St., Flint. 

8 p.m. Oct. 30. 810-237-7333. www.
TheWhiting.com

University Musical Society “Django 
Reinhardt’s 100th Birthday Celebration” 
With the Hot Clubs of San Francisco and 
Detroit. Tickets start at $18. Michigan 
Theater, 603 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor. 8 p.m. 
Oct. 29. www.ums.org

University Musical Society “Jerusalem 
Quartet” Performing works by 
Mendelssohn, Kopytman and Brahms. 
Tickets: $20. Rackham Auditorium, 915 
E. Washington, Ann Arbor. 8 p.m. Oct. 21. 
www.ums.org

DANCE
Eisenhower Dance Ensemble “On 
The Move” The kickoff of the 20th 
anniversary season. Tickets: $17 adults, 

$9 students. Varner Recital Hall, 2200 
N. Squirrel Road, Rochester. 8 p.m. Oct. 
23, 2 p.m. Oct. 24. 248-370-3013. www.
ede-dance.org

University Musical Society “Resonance 
From Far Away” A performance by dance 
company Sankai Juku. Tickets start at 
$18. Power Center, 121 Fletcher, Ann 
Arbor. 8 p.m. Oct. 23, 2 p.m. Oct. 24. 
www.ums.org

University Musical Society “Sankai 
Juku” Hibiki: Resonance From Far Away, 
with artistic director Ushio Amagatsu. 
Tickets start at $18. Power Center, 121 
Fletcher, Ann Arbor. 8 p.m. Oct. 23, 2 p.m. 
Oct. 24. www.ums.org

FILM & VIDEO
Friends of the Penn “The Wolf Man” 
Part of the Shocktober Thursday Classics 
series. Tickets: $3. Penn Theatre, 760 
Penniman Ave., Plymouth. 7 p.m. Oct. 21. 
734-453-0870. www.penntheatre.com

Friends of the Penn “Abbott and Costello 
Meet the Mummy” Part of the Shocktober 
Thursday Classics series. Tickets: $3. 

® Music
Continued from p. 24

Michigan fans of Bob Dylan will get a 
double dose of the folk-rock icon this month 
when he and his band make stops in both 
Ann Arbor and Kalamazoo. The Ann Arbor 
show happens at 8 p.m. Oct. 28 at Hill 
Auditorium; Western Michigan University’s 
Miller Auditorium will get the encore mitten 
show at 8 p.m. Oct. 29.
Dylan has been recording and performing his 
music since the 1960s, and is noted for his 
poetic lyrics and political and social com-
mentary in his songs. Dylan has won Gram-
my, Golden Globe and Academy Awards and 

has been inducted into the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame and the Songwriters Hall of 
Fame.
His latest release, “Bob Dylan: The Original 
Mono Recordings,” included the artist’s first 
eight studio albums in their original monoau-
ral format.
Tickets for the Ann Arbor show are $35-55 
and can be purchased on www.livenation.com. 
Tickets for the Kalamazoo show are $47.50, 
and $27.50 for WMU students. They can be 
purchased at www.millerauditorium.com.

EDITOR’S PICK
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Penn Theatre, 760 Penniman Ave., 
Plymouth. 7 p.m. Oct. 28. 734-453-0870. 
www.penntheatre.com

Friends of the Penn “Poltergeist” Part of 
the Shocktober Classics series. Tickets: 
$3. Penn Theatre, 760 Penniman Ave., 
Plymouth. Oct. 30 - Oct. 31. 734-453-
0870. www.penntheatre.com

Kresge Art Museum “Contemporary 
Days” A film on the designs of Lucienne 
and Robin Day. Shown in Room W449. 
MSU Mail Library, Michigan State 
University, East Lansing. 7 p.m. Oct. 21. 
517-884-0659. www.artmuseum.msu.
edu

Michigan Theater “Nosferatu” A 
Halloween special, with live organ 
accompaniment. Tickets: $15 adults, $12 
students, seniors and veterans. Michigan 
Theater, 603 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor. 7:30 
p.m. Oct. 28. www.michtheater.org

OTHER
Dawn Farm “Al-Anon Panel Discussion” A 
lively discussion and chance to learn how 
to become involved with Al-Anon. Free. St. 
Joseph Mercy Hospital, 5305 Elliott Drive, 
Ypsilanti. 7:30 p.m. Oct. 26. 734-485-
8725. www.dawnfarm.org

Everybody Reads “Book Reading with 
Scott Southard” The Lansing author 
will be sharing from his books “My 
Problem With Doors” and “Megan.” Free. 
Everybody Reads Bookstore, 2019 E. 
Michigan Ave., Lansing. 6 p.m. Oct. 21. 
www.becauseeverybodyreads.com

Everybody Reads “Ted McClelland 
Discussion” The debut of the Lansing 
native’s latest book, “Young Mr. Obama.” 
Everybody Reads Bookstore, 2019 E. 
Michigan Ave., Lansing. 12 p.m. Oct. 23. 
www.becauseeverybodyreads.com

M&M Enterprises “Southfield Pavilion 
Antiques Exposition” A show and sale 
of American, European and Oriental 
antiques. Admission: $8 for all three days. 
Southfield Municipal Complex, 26000 
Evergreen Road, Southfield. 2 p.m. Oct. 
29, 10 a.m. Oct. 30, 11 a.m. Oct. 31. 
www.antiqnet.com/M&M

National Kidney Foundation “Personal 
Action Toward Health Class” A free class 
to help individuals learn how to manage 
long-term health conditions. Pre-
registration required. Royal Oak Township 
Recreation Department, 21272 Mendota, 
Ferndale. Sep. 17 - Oct. 22. 734-222-
9800. www.nkfm.org

Universalist Unitarian Church of 
Farmington “Lifelong Learning Forum” A 
series of free adult education classes on 
such topics as hypnosis, Illuminati, aging 
and more. Universalist Unitarian Church of 
Farmington, 25301 Halsted, Farmington 
Hills. Oct. 14 - Nov. 18. 248-478-7272. 
www.uufarmington.org

SHOWS
MotorCity Casino “Golden Dragon 
Acrobats” A performance by the Chinese 
acrobatic team. Tickets: $32-35. Sound 
Board Theater, 2901 Grand River 
Ave., Detroit. 6 p.m. Oct. 24. www.
motorcitycasino.com

THEATER 
CIVIC/COMMUNITY THEATER
A Night in the Theatre $12. Ann Arbor 
Civic Theatre at Ann Arbor Civic Studio 
Theatre, 322 W. Ann St., Ann Arbor. 
Through Oct. 24. 734-971-2228. www.
a2ct.com

Arcadia $14. Stagecrafters at Baldwin 
Theatre, 415 S. Lafayette, Royal Oak. 
Through Oct. 24. 248-541-6430. www.
stagecrafters.org

Dividing the Estate $18. Redbud 
Productions at Riverside Arts Center, 76 
North Huron Street, Ypsilanti. Oct. 21 - 24. 
734-663-7167. www.redbudproductions.
com

Hairspray! $3 - $12 reserved. Warren 
Civic Theatre at Warren Community 
Center, 5460 Arden, Warren. Oct. 22 - 31. 
586-268-8400. www.warrencivic.org

I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now 
Change $20. St. Dunstan’s Theatre 
Guild of Cranbrook, 400 Lone Pine Road, 
Bloomfield Hills. Through Oct. 30. 248-
737-3587. www.stdunstanstheatre.com

Mindgame $16. Barefoot Productions, 
240 North Main St., Plymouth. Through 
Oct. 24. 734-560-1493. www.
justgobarefoot.com

Revival at Possum Kingdom 
Community Church $20. Saugatuck 
Center for the Arts, 400 Culver St., 
Saugatuck. Oct. 22 - 24. 269-857-2399. 
www.sc4a.org

Sleepy Hollow, A Musical Tale $7. 
Kalamazoo Civic Youth Theatre at Civic 
Auditorium, 329 S. Park St., Kalamazoo. 
Oct. 29 - Nov. 6. 269-343-1313. www.
kazoocivic.com

Tartuffe $18-$22. Kalamazoo Civic 
Theatre, Parish Theatre, 426 S. Park St., 
Kalamazoo. Through Oct. 23. 269-343-
1313. www.kazoocivic.com

The Cry $10. Matrix Teen Company, 
Matrix Theatre, 2730 Bagley St., Detroit. 
Oct. 29 - 31. 313-967-0999. www.
matrixtheatre.org

The Farnsworth Invention $14. 
Riverwalk Theatre, 228 Museum Drive, 
Lansing. Oct. 21 - 31. 313-482-5700. 
www.riverwalktheatre.com

COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY 
THEATER
Evil Dead: The Musical $20. Michigan 
State University Department of Theatre at 
Pasant Theatre, 1 Wharton Center Dr., East 
Lansing. Through Oct. 24. 1-800-942-
7866. www.whartoncenter.com

Getting Out $12. Wayne State University 
at Maggie Allesee Studio Theatre, 480 W. 
Hancock St., Suite 3317, Detroit. Oct. 21 - 
30. 313-577-2972,. www.wsushows.com

Hamlet $15. Eastern Michigan University 
Theatre at Quirk Theatre, East Circle Dr. 
and Best Hall, Ypsilanti. Oct. 22 - 30. 734-
487-2282. www.emutix.com

Into the Woods $18 - $24. U-M 
Department of Theatre & Drama at Lydia 
Mendelssohn Theatre, 911 N. University, 
Ann Arbor. Oct. 14 - Oct. 24. 734-764-
2538.. www.music.umich.edu

She Stoops to Conquer $20. University 
Theatre at Gilmore Theatre Complex’s 
Williams Theatre, 1903 W. Michigan Ave., 
Kalamazoo. Oct. 28 - Nov. 7. 269-387-
6222. www.wmutheatre.com

The Caucasian Chalk Circle $15. 
Bonstelle Theatre, 3424 Woodward Ave., 
Detroit. Through Oct. 24. 313-577-2972. 
www.Bonstelle.com

PROFESSIONAL THEATER
A Midsummer Night’s Dream Tickets 
available at the door only. The Pigeon 
Creek Shakespeare Company at Rogers 
High School Media Center, 1350 Prairie 
Pkwy SW, Wyoming. Oct. 22 - 24. www.
pcshakespeare.com

Among Friends $25. Stormfield 
Theatre, 201 Morgan Ln., Lansing. 
Through Oct. 31. 517-372-0945. www.
stormfieldtheatre.org

Best of Friends Previews Oct. 20-21 
($20-$30.) $25-$40. The Purple Rose 
Theatre Company, 137 Park St., Chelsea. 
Oct. 14 - Dec. 18. 734-433-7673. www.
purplerosetheatre.org

boom $20. Breathe Art Theatre Project 
at Mackenzie Hall, 3277 Sandwich St., 
Windsor. Oct. 22 - 23. 519-255-7600. 
www.breathearttheatre.com

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof $15. Matrix 
Theatre Company at YMCA Boll Family 
Theatre, 1401 Broadway, Detroit. 
Through Nov. 14. 313-967-0599. www.
matrixtheatre.org

Damn Yankees $28. The Encore Musical 
Theatre Company, 3126 Broad St., Dexter. 
Through Oct. 24. 734-268-6200. http://
theencoretheatre.org

Don’t Be Cruel - The Life and Times 
of the King $25-$35; Dinner and show 
packages available Wednesday, Thursday 
& Sunday for $69.95 per couple. Andiamo 
Novi Theatre, 42705 Grand River Ave., 
Novi. Through Nov. 28. 248-348-4448. 

Dracula: A Rock Opera $30-$39. 

Meadow Brook Theatre, 220 N. Squirrel 
Rd., Rochester. Through Oct. 31. 248-377-
3300. www.mbtheatre.com

Evil Dead: The Musical $30 general 
admission; $35 reserved “splatter” 
seats. Who Wants Cake Theatre, City 
Theatre, 2301 Woodward Ave, Detroit. 
Through Oct. 31. 1-800-745-3000. www.
whowantscaketheatre.com

Forever Plaid $37-$52. Macomb Center 
for the Performing Arts, 44575 Garfield 
Rd., Clinton Township. Oct. 23. 586-286-
2222. www.macombcenter.com

Forever Plaid $15 - $38. Ford Community 
& Performing Arts Center, Michael A. Guido 
Theater, 15801 Michigan Ave., Dearborn. 
8 p.m. Oct. 26. 313-943-2354. www.
dearborntheater.com

Fridays and Saturdays at Go Comedy! 
$15 per show; “Dark Matter” is free. Go 
Comedy! Improv Theater, 261 E. Nine 
Mile Rd., Ferndale. 248-327-0575. www.
gocomedy.net

Golden Dragon Acrobats $32-$35. 
MotorCity Casino Hotel, Sound Board, 
2901 Grand River Ave., Detroit. 6 p.m. Oct. 
24. www.motorcitycasino.com

Hay Fever Plays in rotating repertory. 
Tickets $20-$30. Hilberry Theatre, 4743 
Cass Ave., Detroit. Through Dec. 4. 313-
577-2972. www.wsushows.com

Monty Python’s Spamalot $23 - $67. 
The Whiting, 1241 E. Kearsley, Flint. Oct. 
21 - 22. 810-237-7333. www.TheWhiting.
com

Nightmare Box $20; discounts for 
students and seniors. Planet Ant Theatre, 
2357 Caniff St., Hamtramck. Oct. 14 - 
Nov. 6. 313.365.4948. www.planetant.
com

Of Mice and Men Plays in rotating 
repertory. $25 - $30. Hilberry Theatre, 
4743 Cass Ave., Detroit. Oct. 22 - Feb. 5. 
313-577-2972. www.wsushows.com

Sherlock Holmes Is Coming To Dinner 
$16, $14 for Opening Night. Dennis 
Wickline Productions, Inc., Broadway 
Onstage Live Theatre, 21517 Kelly Rd., 
Eastpointe. Oct. 22 - Nov. 20. 586-771-
6333. www.broadwayonstage.com 

Shining City $10-$20. Who Wants Cake, 
The Ringwald Theatre, 22742 Woodward 
Ave., Ferndale. Through Nov. 8. 248-545-
5545. www.whowantscaketheatre.com

Sonia Flew A co-production with The 
Jewish Ensemble Theatre Company. 
$22-$41. Performance Network Theatre, 
120 E. Huron St., Ann Arbor. Extended 
through Oct. 24. 734-663-0681. www.
performancenetwork.org

Sundays at Go Comedy! $7 for the 
evening. Go Comedy! Improv Theater, 261 
E. Nine Mile Rd., Ferndale. 248-327-0575. 
www.gocomedy.net

The God of Isaac $32-$41, discounts for 

seniors and students. Jewish Ensemble 
Theatre at Aaron DeRoy Theatre, 6600 
West Maple Rd., West Bloomfield. Through 
Oct. 31. 248-788-2900. www.jettheatre.
org

The Great Game Show Fiasco $19; $36 
for Oct. 23 performance (includes buffet 
dinner served at 6:30 p.m.). Van Buren 
Street Theatre, 701 N Van Buren St., Bay 
City. Through Oct. 30. 989-893-9399. 
www.vanburenstreettheatre.com

The Mikado $29-$121. Michigan Opera 
Theatre, The Detroit Opera House, 1526 
Broadway, Detroit. Through Oct. 24. 313-
237-7464. www.michiganopera.org

The Prodigal Son $10. Shawn P 
Entertainment, International Institute, 111 
E. Kirby, Detroit. 7 p.m. Oct. 30. 313-433-
8384. www.necwerkproductions.com

The Things They Carried $30. The 
Whiting, 1241 E. Kearsley St., Flint. 7 p.m. 
Oct. 26. 810-237-7333. www.thewhiting.
com

The Who’s Tommy $20. The Bon Ton 
Room, 3017 Wildwood Ave., Jackson. 
Through Oct. 30. 517-787-6733. http://
bontonroom.com

Thursdays at Go Comedy! $10 for the 
evening. Go Comedy! Improv Theater, 261 
E. Nine Mile Rd., Ferndale. 248-327-0575. 
www.gocomedy.net

Topdog/Underdog Previews Oct. 28-31 
($10-$20). $15-$25. The Blackbird 
Theatre, 325 Braun Ct., Ann Arbor. Oct. 
28 - Nov. 20. 734-332-3848. www.
blackbirdtheatre.org

Wednesdays at Go Comedy! $5-$7. Go 
Comedy! Improv Theater, 261 E. Nine 
Mile Rd., Ferndale. 248-327-0575. www.
gocomedy.net

AUDITIONS
KALAMAZOO CIVIC THEATRE - auditions 
for “Leading Ladies,” Nov. 7-8, 269-343-
2280; STAGECRAFTERS - auditions for 
“Wait Until Dark,” Nov. 6, 248-541-6430.

ART ‘N’ 
AROUND
323East Gallery “RIDGID” An exhibit 
by cPOP founder Tom Thewes. 323East 
Gallery, 323 E. Fourth Street, Royal 
Oak. Oct. 9 - Nov. 4. 248-246-9544. 
www.323east.com

Charles H. Wright Museum “Portraits 
of Life and Landscapes” The Art of 
Frank Kelley Jr. Charles H. Wright 
Museum, 315 E. Warren Ave., Detroit. 
Aug. 27 - Dec. 12. 313-494-5800. www.

charleshwrightmuseum.org

Detroit Institute of Arts “In Your Dreams” 
500 years of imaginary prints from 
Europe and America. Museum admission: 
$8 adults, $6 seniors, $4 youth. Detroit 
Institute of Arts, 5200 Woodward Ave., 
Detroit. Sept. 8 - Jan. 2. 313-833-7900. 
www.dia.org

Downriver Council for the Arts 
“Emerging Artists Exhibition” This year’s 
show features the work of Gail Bell, 
Roberta Harris, Kim Hildebrandt and 
Jennifer Mizak. Wyandotte Arts Center, 81 
Chestnut, Wyandotte. Oct. 15 - Nov. 12. 
734-720-0671. www.downriverarts.org

Downriver Council for the Arts “Day of 
the Dead” A painting exhibit depicting and 
illustrating Day of the Dead. Wyandotte 
Arts Center, 81 Chestnut, Wyandotte. 
Oct. 20 - Nov. 12. 734-720-0671. www.
downriverarts.org

Flint Institute of Arts “Unbroken Ties” 
Dialogues in Cuban Art, presenting works 
of artists who have remained in Cuba 
alongside works by those who have left 
the country. Flint Institute of Arts, 1120 E. 
Kearsley, Flint. Sept. 9 - Dec. 7. 810-234-
1695. www.flintarts.org

Gallery Project “What’s So Funny?” 
A show of humorous works by various 
artists. Opening reception held 6-9 p.m. 
Oct. 22. The Gallery Project, 215 S. Fourth 
Ave., Ann Arbor. Oct. 20 - Nov. 28. 734-
997-7012. www.thegalleryproject.com

Holocaust Memorial Center 
“Synagogues in Germany: A Virtual 
Reconstruction” Computer aided design 
reconstructions of 14 synagogues 
destroyed during Kristallnacht. Holocaust 
Memorial Center, 28123 Orchard Lake 
Road, Farmington Hills. Aug. 29 - Nov. 29. 
248-553-2400. www.holocaustcenter.org

Kalamazoo Institute of Arts “Wondrous 
ink” Selections from the Richard Fabian 
Collection, held in the new Joy Light 
Gallery of Asian Art. Kalamazoo Institute 
of Arts, 314 S. Park, Kalamazoo. Aug. 28 - 
Dec. 5. 269-349-7775. www.kiarts.org

Kalamazoo Institute of Arts “Strong 
Women, Beautiful Men” Japanese Portrait 
Prints from the Toledo Museum of Art, held 
in the new Joy Light Gallery of Asian Art. 
Kalamazoo Institute of Arts, 314 S. Park, 
Kalamazoo. Aug. 28 - Oct. 31. 269-349-
7775. www.kiarts.org

Kalamazoo Institute of Arts “In Focus: 
National Geographic Greatest Portraits” 
A traveling exhibition created by National 
Geographic and the Smithsonian’s 
National Museum of Natural History. Free. 
Kalamazoo Institute of Arts, 314 S. Park, 
Kalamazoo. Oct. 30 - Jan. 2. 269-349-
7775. www.kiarts.org

Kerrytown Concert House “Cycles” 
An exhibition of works by multi-media 
artist McCabe Ash. Kerrytown Concert 
House, 415 N. Fourth Ave., Ann Arbor. 
Sept. 27 - Oct. 25. 734-769-2999. www.

kerrytownconcerthouse.com

Kresge Art Museum “The Power of 
Design” An exhibition of Chinese textiles, 
costumes and accessories. Free. Kresge 
Art Museum, Michigan State University, 
East Lansing. Oct. 9 - Dec. 17. 517-884-
0659. www.artmuseum.msu.edu

Kresge Art Museum “Designing Women 
of Postwar Britain” Their art and the 
modern interior. Free. Kresge Art Museum, 
Michigan State University, East Lansing. 
Oct. 16 - Dec. 17. 517-884-0659. www.
artmuseum.msu.edu

Lawrence Street Gallery “Glenn 
“Fuzz” Corey and Gary Van Gorp” 
An exhibition of new works by the 
resident artists, including drawings 
and paintings. Lawrence Street Gallery, 
22620 Woodward Ave., Ferndale. Sept. 
29 - Oct. 30. 248-544-0394. www.
lawrencestreetgallery.com

Macomb Center for the Performing 
Arts “BASEDONATRUESTORY! Pt. 1” 
Works by Joseph Bernard. Macomb 
Center for the Performing Arts Gallery, 
44757 Garfield Road, Clinton Township. 
Oct. 11 - Nov. 10. 586-286-2089. www.
macombcenter.com

Marshall M. Fredericks Sculpture 
Museum “Artists Portray Artists” 
An exhibition of 35 portraits and 
self-portraits. Marshall M. Fredericks 
Sculpture Museum, 7400 Bay Road, 
Saginaw. Oct. 1 - Jan. 29. 989-964-7096. 
www.marshallfredericks.org

Riverside Arts Center “On the Wild 
Side - Art of Nature” Presenting the 
artwork of Lisa Ramlow, Marie Rust and 
Lori Taylor. Riverside Arts Center, 76 N. 
Huron, Ypsilanti. Sept. 30 - Oct. 30. www.
riversidearts.org

Swords Into Plowshares Peace Center 
and Gallery “Picking Up the Pieces” 
With works from the Mariner’s Inn and 
N.O.A.H./Art & Soul participants. Opening 
reception held 1-4 p.m. Oct. 23. Swords 
Into Plowshares Peace Center and Gallery, 
33 E. Adams, Detroit. Oct. 23 - Dec. 4. 
313-963-7575. 

University Musical Society “Once. 
More.: An Exhibition” Original programs, 
manuscripts and photographs document 
the influential avant-garde ONCE Festival 
held annually in the early- to mid-1960s 
in Ann Arbor. UM Institute for the 
Humanities, 202 S. Thayer Street, Ann 
Arbor. Oct. 1 - Nov. 4. www.ums.org

University of Michigan Museum of Art 
“On Beauty and the Everyday” The prints 
of American artist James McNeill Whistler. 
University of Michigan Museum of Art, 
525 S. State, Ann Arbor. Aug. 21 - Nov. 28. 
734-763-UMMA. www.umma.umich.edu

Welcome to the ’60s as the Warren 
Civic Theatre presents “Hairspray,” 
directed by Mary Bremer Beer, at the 
Warren Community Center.
“We jumped at the chance to be the 
first community theater in Metro 
Detroit to put on this show,” said Greg 
Trzaskoma, founder and artistic direc-
tor, who will take the stage as Edna 
Turnblad, Tracy’s mother.
“Hairspray” delights audiences by 
sweeping them away to 1960s Balti-
more, where change is in the air. Love-
able, plus-size heroine Tracy Turnblad 
has a passion for dancin’ and wins a 
spot on a local TV dance program. Can 
a larger-than-life adolescent manage to 
vanquish the program’s reigning prin-
cess, integrate the television show, and 
find true love (singing and dancing all 
the while, of course!) without mussing 
her hair?
Performances are scheduled for 7:30 
p.m. Oct. 22, 23, 29 and 30, and 2 p.m. 
Oct. 24 and 31. Tickets are $3 to $12. 
Call 586-268-8400 to reserve tickets.

EDITOR’S PICK
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DEAR JODYRear View

Got problems?   Send letters to: “Dear Jody,” C/O 
Between The Lines, 11920 Farmington Road, Livonia, 
MI 48150. E-mail her at DearJodyValley@hotmail.com

Help me come out

Q: My story is really too long to tell; it spans 
over 40 years of self-denial and people-

pleasing. To make this long story short, I’ve denied 
being me by trying to fit into the mold that my par-
ents, friends and society said that I should fit into. 
That has taken a toll on me, and I long for freedom.

My freedom will start with telling my adult 
daughter that I am bisexual. My daughter and I can 
talk about anything, but for some reason I cannot 
bring myself to say those words to her. Can you 
help me? I’d appreciate any suggestions you have.

Suffocating In Here

A: I’m assuming, in my response, that your 
daughter is not a part of a right-wing, reli-

gious movement, since you didn’t mention that she 
is. So, I’ll proceed on that assumption. (Otherwise, 
my answer to you would be quite different.)

You need to have faith in your daughter with 
whom you appear to have a very close relationship. 
My guess is that the big fear is that she will reject 
you and, therefore, you dread telling her. It will 
probably be shocking to her at first (but, maybe 
not) because she has to change her view of who 
her mother is, at least the sexual orientation part; 
but do you really think she’ll end up rejecting you 
– there might be some difficult times in the begin-
ning, but “rejection”? 

I’m sure she loves and values her relationship 
with you, as you do with her. You’ve lived with 
this knowledge of your sexuality for many years, 
so you need to give her time to adjust. She’s the 
victim of the same fears and feelings that society 
perpetuates and that have kept you in the closet.

Also, issues that are considered “sexual” tend 
to be embarrassing for parent/child relationships 
–  even when our children are adults, and even 
when talking about heterosexual sex. We don’t like 
to think of our parents as having sex – any kind of 
sex. And even though “sexual orientation” is so 
much more than “sex,” when anything other than 
“heterosexual” is being talked about, it seems to 
scream “sex” in our society.

When you tell her, you also need to let her 
know how difficult living in the closet has been 
for you, and how hard it is for you to come out. 
In general, when you know someone’s pain and 
struggle, you are more likely to understand and 
accept. Having said that, I don’t mean for you to 
come out in a shame-based way, because acting 
shameful of your sexuality tends to invite criticism 
and shaming from the person you are coming out to.

This brings me to your feelings of shame over 
your sexuality and your internalized homophobia 
–  you can’t help taking on society’s negative 
attitudes toward gay people, therefore, you feel 
that negativity toward yourself. These feelings 
have kept you in the closet along with society’s 
homophobia. Your first step to “freedom” might 
be better started by dealing with your shame and 
fear around all this. It’s hard to come out with a 
modicum of confidence if you are feeling bad about 
your sexual orientation. You haven’t mentioned 
where you live, but there are “coming out” groups 
that can help with the process. (If need be, I can help 
you with that, just let me know.) The other thing 
you could do is find an experienced, gay-supportive 
therapist who can help you with your feelings and 
the coming out process – along with your need to 
be a people-pleaser.

You have spent 40 years of self-denial. 40 
years! How much longer are you willing to con-
tinue this: one, five, 10 years more before you to 
get your freedom? How would it feel when you are 
85 if you never went after your freedom?

Come on out, the air is fresher, the colors 
brighter, and you’ll be able to taste the freedom.

Note: If you have come out recently, visit my 
Facebook page and tell me how it went. I’d love to 
hear from you: Go to Facebook/Dear Jody Valley; 
see what’s happening, and checkout “discussion” 
groups.

Jody Valley spent 12 years as a clinical social 
worker. She worked with the LGBT community both 
as a counselor and a workshop leader in the areas 
of coming out, self-esteem and relationship issues. 
The “Dear Jody” column appears weekly. Reach 
Jody at DearJodyValley@hotmail.com. Letters 
may be edited for clarity and length.
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HOROSCOPESRear View
 by Jack Fertig

Get it all off your chest, 
Capricorn!

Mars is in Scorpio trine to Jupiter and Uranus, inspiring powerful 
– even surprising –passions. Alas, he’s in hard aspect to Saturn and 
Neptune, arousing anxiety and confusion. Try to be alert, but calm. 
Your inner resources are stronger than you expect. 

ARIES (March 20 – April 
19): Secrets about your sex life 
(or deeply hidden fears!) can 
leak to the surface, potentially 
disrupting your partnership, or 
efforts to start one. Friends want 
to help, but you’ll be very sorry 
if you let them. 

TAURUS (April 20 – May 
20): Work is crazy. Employees 
understand the problems bet-
ter than the bosses, but that 
engenders more craziness. Do 
your best to observe from a safe 
distance. Friends and your mate 
are a wonderful relief, but do not 
allow them to try to help. 

GEMINI (May 21- June 20): 
Work can go smoothly if you 
just put one foot in front of the 
other and follow instructions. 
Trust your intuition, but only 
along familiar paths. Efforts 
to innovate or to creatively 
involve colleagues are sure to 
disappoint. 

CANCER (June 21- July 22): 
Problems at home demand 
attention, but solutions are elu-
sive. “Brilliantly creative” ap-
proaches will probably backfire. 
You need a new perspective. Get 
out of the house and explore. 
Spiritual and artistic adventures 
beckon. Sexual experiments are 
probably not a great idea now.

LEO (July 23 – August 22): 
You could turn your home into 
an absolute passion pit, but 
what would your partner say? 
Erotic {ITAL divertissements} 
can take some of the pressure 
off of your communications 
issues, but don’t avoid the hard 
work. Being too logical may get 
in the way.

VIRGO (August 23 – Septem-
ber 22): Talk with your partner 
about money and housework. 
There may be some long sim-
mering issues there, and now is 
a good time to clear the air. Be 
open to what your baby has to 
say, and listen with your heart. 

LIBRA (September 23 – Oc-
tober 22): All your efforts at 
self-expression may reveal, 
more than anything else, that 
some things really shouldn’t be 

so openly expressed. Focus on 
necessary tasks at hand. They 
will surprise you with new op-
portunities and insights. 

SCORPIO (October 23 – No-
vember 21): Some old inner 
demons are making themselves 
known. The way to exorcise 
them is to play with them. Por-
tray them artistically, act them 
out, engage them. Getting to the 
root of those anxieties can prove 
very empowering. 

SAGITTARIUS (November 
22 – December 20): Worries 
about the future are big now, 
but most friends are likely to 
misinterpret your words and 
start an argument. If you can’t 
confide in a shrink or a parent, 
talk with a close friend you can 
really trust with your deepest 
secrets. 

CAPRICORN (December 
21 – January 19): Say what 
you like among friends and get 
it all off your chest. At work, 
however, your mouth could get 
you into huge trouble. Keep in 
mind what’s important and your 
long-term strategy. 

AQUARIUS (January 20 – 
February 18): Your resource-
fulness could be utterly brilliant, 
getting you way ahead at work, 
but you can still be your own 
worst enemy by complicat-
ing simple inspirations with 
cockamamie schemes. Run any 
new ideas by your boss or an 
expert first. 

PISCES (February 19 – 
March 19): Your best ideas 
are now coming from outside 
yourself. Look for inspiration 
in the new and the different. 
Meditation can help you clear 
out mental garbage. Be careful 
not to take any of those notions 
seriously. 

Jack Fertig, a professional as-
trologer since 1977, is avail-
able for personal and business 
consultations in person in San 
Francisco, or online everywhere. 
He can be reached at 415-864-
8302, through his website at 
www.starjack.com, and by e-mail 
at QScopes@qsyndicate.com.

Solution to puzzle from page 30PUZZLE SOLUTIONSolution to puzzle from page 30
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Pet of the Week: 

Across
 1 Murdoch with a flower?
 7 Overhand strokes, for 

Mauresmo
14 “Cape Fear” star
15 Sultry Dietrich
16 Start of a quip
18 Halloween mo.
19 Series ender
20 French river
21 Mistake for Paul Taylor
23 Lubricates
25 Hammerhead part
26 Flies like an eagle
28 Shakespearean king
30 Hearst’s kidnappers (abbr.)
31 What you do after you drop 

the soap in the shower
33 Former Queens stadium 

name
35 More of the quip
39 Wine list datum
40 Swiss capital

41 IBM products
44 Potential partners for 

Adam and Steve?
46 Puccini opera
48 Jungle warning
50 Historic Stonewall event
52 Tide type
53 Rosie’s favorite dolls
55 McAn of shoewear
57 Beverage suffix
58 End of the quip
61 Gay parent, often
62 “Have a piece!”
63 Abductors’ demands
64 Sachet emanations

Down
 1 Real jerk-offs
 2 Agency that asks donors if 

they have AIDS
 3 New member
 4 Sex Pistols singer Vicious

 5 Flying fisher
 6 ___ voce (softly)
 7 Most likely to exagerate 

stats?
 8 Poet Sarton
 9 Rock Hudson’s “A Farewell 

to ___”
10 Single-master
11 Greek messenger of the 

gods
12 Hard stuff in your mouth
13 One-named Tejano singer
17 Travel with your first mate
22 Official substitute
24 Madras title
27 One who scatters seed
29 Odometer button
32 Liz, whose debut album 

was “Exile in Guyville”
34 Composer Copland
36 Strike settlers, sometimes
37 When fruits are ready to 

be eaten

38 Hedonistic
41 Like the beginning of 

“Gone with the Wind”
42 Fruity mixed drink
43 Haircut victim
45 Gay nightlife district of 

London
47 High points
49 Easy wins
51 Civil wrongs
54 Hernando de ___
56 Fashion designer Jacobs
59 “The One I Love” band
60 Tough cleaner

Tallulah is a 5-month-old Shepherd/Terrier 
mix looking for her forever home. Energetic 

and friendly, Tallulah loves to play and would be 
perfect for an active family who can give her lots 
of attention and TLC. The adoption fee includes 
sterilization surgery, age-appropriate vaccinations 
and much more. Visit or call the Michigan Humane 
Society’s Rochester Hills Center for Animal Care 
at (248) 852-7420 and provide the pet ID number, 
10858596.

ETCETERARear View

Slip of the TongueQ P Z LU Z E

Solution on 29
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To place an ad, visit PRIDESOURCE.COM  
or call us at 888.615.7003

Rear View
To place an ad, go to www.pridesource.com or call us at 888.615.7003

CLASSIFIEDS

BTL Associate News Editor
Looking for a challenging job that 
will put you in the heart of Michigan’s 
social justice movement? Between The 
Lines, a weekly news-magazine serving 
the state’s LGBT community, seeks a 
qualified individual to serve as Associate 
News Editor.

Job Description
• Updating calendar for print and online
• Editing news and opinions content
• Compiling and writing Local News 
Briefs
• Writing several articles weekly, along 
with obtaining or taking photos/graphics
•  Assigning ar t ic les  and photo 
assignments to freelancer reporters and 
photographers
• Flexible hours; will include some 9-5 
days and some night/weekend hours for 
event coverage

• Getting to know key players, issues and 
areas, including Kalamazoo, Lansing, 
Ferndale, Royal Oak, Detroit and 
Northern Michigan
• Occasional Facebook/Twitter updating, 
plus online article posting

Desired qualifications
• Bachelor’s degree in communications, 
English, journalism or a related subject
• Passion for and knowledge of LGBT 
causes, especially in Michigan
• Willingness to get involved in the 
community, not just write about it
• Impeccable grammar and editing skills 
and knowledge of AP Style
• At least one year of experience working 
for a publication
• Ability to take photos to supplement 
articles
• Managerial abilities

• Strong writing skills
• Web CMS, InDesign and video editing 
experience a plus
•  Pass ion  for  h ighly  loca l ized 
investigative journalism
• Reliable transportation
•Demonstrated ability to set and keep 
personal deadlines
•Ability to work independently

We are looking for someone who is 
looking to jump right in and learn the 
ropes of the LGBT community. This is 
not a “desk job,” nor is it boring! Come 
join our family at Between The Lines 
and be at the forefront of creating social 
change!

Contact Editor in Chief Susan Horowitz 
at editor@pridesource.com, or 734-293-
7200 ext. 12.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

202 REAL ESTATE  - 
HOMES FOR SALE

GAYREALESTATE.COM
“Free Instant Access to the Top 
Gay & Lesbian Realtors in Detroit 
and the Nation.”  www.GayReal-
Estate.com

303 EMPLOYMENT  - 
SALES

Ad Sales Representa-
tives

Results-oriented salesperson need-
ed! Between The Lines needs am-
bitious sales rep to boost print and 
online advertising sales. Includes 
a base salary and incentive pro-
gram. Casual, busy, team-focused 
work environment.
Responsibilities include account 
maintenance, generating new 
accounts and meeting publica-
tion deadlines. Requirements and 
qualifications: Experience in sales, 
specifically within the publication 
industry, with a proven record 
of accomplishment. Bachelor’s 
degree or equivalent combination 
of education and experience pre-
ferred. A degree in marketing or a 
related field a plus. Excellent oral 
and written communication skills. 
Good time management and 
organizational skills, leadership, 
and willingness to travel locally.
Send cover letter, resume, salary 
requirements, and any other rel-
evant materials to janstevenson@
pridesource.com

309 EMPLOYMENT  - 
PROFESSIONAL

Marketing and Editorial 
Interns

Between The Lines is looking for 
interns to assist with marketing 
and editorial projects.  Edito-
rial interns please contact jessi-
cacarreras@pridesource.com. 
Marketing interns please contact 
susanhorowitz@pridesource.com.

Grant Writer and Office 
Assistant (part time)

Event Management Company 
producing fine art & craft shows 
nationwide is looking for a couple 
of part time positions for Grant 
Writer and for OfficeAssistant.  
Production currently involves 
high quality fine art & craftshows 
in Michigan, Florida and North 
Carolina.   One of our events has 
been voted in the top 100 art 
shows in the country the last four 
years in a row.
Some Travel and/or Weekends 
required.  Grant Writer position 
requires writing sponsorship and 
other grants for our events.    This 
is a commission based position 
with flexible hours and schedule - 
work from your own office.
Another part Time position is of-
fice help located in White Lake, 
MI with knowledge in computers, 
multi-tasking, and ability to follow 
thru on details.  Must be orga-
nized, detail-oriented, friendly, 
and have a positive attitude.  This 
position offers an hourly pay and 
opportunity to earn
commissions. Both positions must 
sign confidentiality agreement.  
More info at HotWorks.org.  Send 
resume to Info@HotWorks.org.

Gallery Assistant
Ariana Gallery in Royal Oak in 
looking for part time Gallery
Assistant.  Need knowledge with 
computers, social media, sales, 
packing of
art work for shipping.  Must be 
honest, responsible, present-
able and
professional.  Send Resume to 
Info@ArianaGallery.com.

320 EMPLOYMENT - 
WANTED

Black Males needed for DVD 
Production. email photos and con-
tact information to: mastodon@
rock.com

405 PROF. SERVICES  - 
CLEANING SERVICES

Rugs & Carpets Cleaned
Professional rug and carpet clean-
ing either in your home or at one 
of our 5 convenient rug care 
centers. Pickup and delivery avail-
able. Call the best. Call Hagopian 
Cleaning Services at 800-424-
6742.  The original, since 1939. 
See our ad in this issue.

Professional Tile & 
Grout Cleaners

Do it yourself and have an OK 
job. But, for spectacular results 
call the professionals for a bril-
liant shine and super clean tile 
and grout! Save $$ with these 
fall specials:
$55 for most rooms. 
$85 for basements
Call Len at 248-796-1748 or 
Melanie at 313-656-9855

406 PROF. SERVICES  - 
CONSTRUCTION

Home Improvement/
Handyman

From large new construction to 
remodeling projects, we do it all. 
We also provide a handyman 
service which is available 24 hrs 
Contact Jason. 734-915-1071

414 PROF. SERVICES  - 
PAINTING

Quality Painting
Excellent workmanship and pro-
fessionalism. Interior and exterior, 
commercial or residential paint-
ing. Free quotes. Call B Squared 
Painting 734-972-8555

427 PROF. SERVICES  - 
MUSIC

Learn the Piano
King’s Keyboard in Ann Arbor 
can teach anybody to play the 
piano. Whether you’re a beginner 
or advanced player, our talented 
teachers will provide supportive, 
fun lessons in a professional studio 
environment.  Mention Between 
The Lines and ask about our free 
lessons offer. Call 800-968-5464.
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Life COCKTAIL CHATTER
by Ed Sikov

They hate me. They 
really hate me!
I was trying not to take it 

personally. Really. 
O K ,  I  w a s  

taking it personally. 
Why else had they all 
called to say they’d 
be at the house in time 
for dinner on Friday but 
no earlier? Therefore no 
cocktail hour(s). I admit it: I’m 
an out-of-control control freak. I 
was making a perfect meal: Bobby 
Flay’s barbecued salmon; Israeli 
couscous, which I was spiffing up with 
saffron and grill-roasted red peppers; and 
a salad (from a bag – I can be lazy about 
salads). We would start with Pernod from the 
freezer, and dessert would be a delightfully 
thick and creamy drink made to order.

Then it hit me: they were avoiding 
what I claimed was that week’s 
“cocktail du weekend”! I’d stu-
pidly sent out an e-mail claim-
ing that I’d found an obscure 
drink recipe and would be mak-
ing it on Friday. It was called 
the Booger.

It was, of course, repulsive: 
half part banana liqueur, half part coco-
nut rum and half part Midori. As if this combo 
wasn’t wretched enough, Boogers get topped 
off with Baileys Irish Cream. Shake with ice. 
Strain. Drink. Vomit.

Bogus Boogers drove them away! The 
puppies, Robbie and Kyle, both said they were 
meeting friends for drinks at low tea (wasn’t I 
their friend?). Craig preferred Top o’ the Pines; 
he was meeting Paolo there for martinis. Even 
Dan said he was stopping at BarHarbor for a 
Campari and soda before coming home. Did 
none of them have a sense of humor? At least 
Kyle apologized before bailing on me.

Dan arrived around 8:30. “Where are the 
snot shots?” he asked pleasantly. A growl was 
my reply. He turned away from me toward 
the stairs, and I lost it. “Do you really think 
I’d make that shit?” I barked. His face took 
on that stricken look he gets when I bawl him 
out for something he doesn’t understand. Then 

I felt guilty. “It was just a 
joke, sweetie. A bad joke. 

You know me. Would I 
ever make a Booger?” 
“You just might,” he 
said, “as some sort of 

revenge.”
The other guys stag-

gered in around 9:30, all 
totally plastered. The barbe-

cued salmon was gummy. The 
couscous clumped. Only the salad 

was any good, and that was because it 
was still in the bag. I was seething. We 

ate in silence. The puppies were too drunk 
to talk; Craig was too caught up in his food; 
Paolo was visibly frightened of me and my 
temper; and Dan knew he was already on thin 
ice. We both hated dinners like this; we called 

them “Night of the Living Drunks.” So 
I refused to make the “cocktail du 

weekend.” The Brandy Alexan-
ders would have to wait.

The Brandy 
Alexander

It’s strictly a dessert drink. Never order 
one before dinner, or everyone will think you’re 
too young to know any better or, if you’re over 
30, you simply have god-awful taste.

2 parts brandy
1/2 part dark creme de cacao
1/2 part or more heavy cream
Nutmeg (optional)
Mix brandy, creme de cacao and cream in 

a shaker filled with ice. Put on top and cap and 
shake shake shake – create some froth. Strain 
into a martini glass and sprinkle a little nutmeg 
on top. I’m the type who keeps whole nutmeg in 
a glass jar and uses a little nutmeg grater; Mc-
Cormick’s is almost as good, though not nearly 
as pretentious.

Ed Sikov is the author of  “Dark Victory: The Life 
of Bette Davis” and other books about films and 
filmmakers.

I T ’ S  A L L  A B O U T  Y O U

Your issues, 

your life, 

your world.

Our business.
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1. Denishwa, Garnett and Evelyn   2. Dale and Buddy   3. Miss Gigi’s title holders, past and present

1

3

2

SCENE CHECK @ GIGI’S...Rear View
 BTL photos by Danielle

DETROIT AREA
Adams Apple, Detroit, 
(313) 240-8482
Amici’s Living Room, 
Berkley,  
(248) 544-4100
Body Zone Health 
Club, Detroit,  
(313) 366-9663
Como’s, Ferndale, 
(248) 548-5005
Gigi’s, Detroit, 
(313) 584-6525
Gold Coast, Detroit, 
(313) 366-6135
Hayloft Saloon, 
Detroit,  
(313) 581-8913

Innuendo, Detroit 
(313) 891-5798
Menjos, Detroit 
(313) 863-3934
Pandora’s Boxx, 
Detroit 
(313) 892-8120
Pronto!, Royal Oak, 
(248) 544-7900
R&R Saloon, Detroit,  
(313) 849-2751
The Rainbow Room 
Detroit,  
(313) 891-1020
Soho, Ferndale 
(248) 542-7646
Stilettos, Inkster, 
(734) 729-8980

Stinger’s, Detroit, 
(313) 892-1765
The Works, Detroit,  
(313) 961-1742
TNT Health Club, 
Detroit,  
(313) 341-5322 
The Woodward, 
(313) 872-0166

FLINT/SAGINAW/ 
PORT HURON
Club Triangle, Flint, 
(810) 767-7550
The Heidelberg, 
Saginaw,  
(989) 771-9508
Merry Inn, Flint, 
(810) 234-9481

Mixx Nightclub & 
Metro Grille, 
Saginaw,  
(989) 498-4022
North Star, Flint, 
(810) 235-2752
The Pachyderm Pub, 
Flint,  
(810) 744-4960
Pub 43, Grand Rapids, 
(616) 458-2205
Seekers, Port Huron, 
(810) 985-9349
The State Bar, Flint, 
(810) 767-7050
The Zoo, Flint,  
(810) 249-0267

LANSING AREA
Club 505, 
(517) 374-6312
X-Cel,  
(517) 484-2399
Esquire Club, 
(517) 487-5338
Spiral 
(517) 371-3221

ANN ARBOR
\aut\ Bar, Ann Arbor, 
(734) 994-3677
Necto (Friday),  
Ann Arbor 
(734) 994-5436

WESTERN  
MICHIGAN
The Apartment, 
Grand Rapids, 
(616) 451-0815
Club Mo’z & Pauly’s 
Pub, Muskegon Hts., 
(231) 830-0190
Diplomat Health Club, 
Grand Rapids  
(616) 452-3757
Diversions, 
Grand Rapids, 
(616) 451-3800
The Dunes Resort 
Douglas,  
(269) 857-1401

Partners,  
Battle Creek, 
(269) 964-7276
Pub 43, Grand Rapids,  
(616) 458-2205
Rumours,  
Grand Rapids,  
(616) 454-8720
Tradewinds,  
Kalamazoo, 
(269) 383-1814
The Zoo, Kalamazoo, 
(269) 382-9966

NORTHERN MICHIGAN
Side Traxx, 
Traverse City, 
(231) 935-1666

Club connection
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DEEP INSIDE HOLLYWOODRear View
 by Romeo San Vicente

Ron Howard wants Jodie 
for ‘Stroke of Insight’

Harvard neuro-anatomist Jill Bolte Taylors’ 
1996 stroke at the age of 37 turned her life up-
side down. Eventually, though, after eight years, 
she made a full recovery and her subsequent 
memoir titled “My Stroke of Insight” became 
a bestseller. Now Oscar-winning director Ron 
Howard plans to make the film version and he 
wants fellow Oscar-winner Jodie Foster to star 
as Bolte. Sounds like perfect casting. But Foster 
has yet to sign on. She’s already preparing to star 
in “God of Carnage,” so whatever decision she 
makes will have to wait for that to wrap. What-
ever transpires, the inspiring story of Bolte’s 
miraculous recovery should be handled by an 
actor with the skills to play someone who loses 
and painfully, slowly regains movement, speech 
and memory. And Dakota Fanning is still too 
young, so someone get Jodie to say yes, OK?

Hidden ‘Hugo Cabret’ gets 
highly visible cast

Highly dedicated readers with long memo-
ries will recall that back in 2007 Romeo reported 
on the new project from Martin Scorsese and 
Academy Award-nominated gay screenwriter 
John Logan (“The Aviator”) called “The Inven-
tion of Hugo Cabret.” In the three years since it 
was announced, the name has been shortened to 
just “Hugo Cabret” and the fantasy tale about a 

12-year-old orphan living in the walls of a train 
station in 1930s Paris who solves a mystery 
involving a robot finally has a big A-list cast: 
Jude Law, Ben Kingsley, Christopher Lee, Sacha 
Baron Cohen, Emily Mortimer, Ray Winstone 
and Hollywood’s current child-actor It Girl, 
Chloe Moretz (“Let Me In,” “Kick-Ass”). The 
film is currently shooting and its mysteries will 
be revealed sometime in 2011. In the meantime, 
you can always go back and watch Scorsese’s 
“Shutter Island” again and try to figure out what 
“that” one was about.

And now for some Leo/
Tobey/Baz Luhrmann rumors

Romeo already reported that Baz Luhrmann 
wants to make his next film an adaptation of F. 
Scott Fitzgerald’s “The Great Gatsby.” That news 
has been around for about a year now. Well, the 
flamboyantly straight/free-spirited/somewhat 
heterosexual-ish director does want to make 
“Gatsby,” and it’s firing up the blogs lately that 
Leonardo DiCaprio, Tobey Maguire and Amanda 
Seyfried are in talks with Luhrmann to star. Now 
it’s true that there’ve been some talks, but “Gats-

by” might not even be Luhrmann’s next film at 
all. He’s set up to direct a musical soon, as well, 
which is good news for all “Moulin Rouge!” 
fans. But ultimately what all this means is that 
anything you hear about this or any Luhrmann 
project right now is subject to total change. In 
other words, don’t go fantasy-casting before the 
names are signed on the dotted line. It can only 
lead to heartbreak.

Lili Taylor brings the bad to 
‘The Good Wife’

One of the great things about DVRs is that 
they allow you to catch your favorite actors in 
guest-star story arcs on shows you don’t other-
wise watch. Case in point: We love Lili Taylor. 
Always have. From her “Joe Lies” songs in “Say 
Anything” to playing extreme lesbian would-be 
assassin Valerie Solanas in “I Shot Andy Warhol” 
to her heartbreaking role on “Six Feet Under,” 
there’s nowhere Lili Taylor can go that Romeo 
won’t follow. So when she shows up soon on 
“The Good Wife” as someone being described as 
a “romantic foil” for Archie Panjabi’s character 
Kalinda, the TiVo will be fired up and ready. 
No one likes spoilers, but it seems that Taylor’s 
investigator character may have been involved 
with Kalinda at some point and might be back in 
her life to cause some trouble. Not that it matters 
too much. Taylor could play Charles Manson 
and it’d be easy to enjoy watching her do it. The 
episodes are coming up in November.

Jude Law. Photo: Sony Pictures Classics

Romeo San Vicente thinks you should rent the Lili Taylor-starring early ’90s movie “Dogfight.” He can be reached care of this publication or at DeepInsideHollywood@qsyndicate.com.
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