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SPEAK OUTNews  by Eric Rader

Let’s keep fighting 
for equality in 2011

www.defense.gov/home/
features/2010/0610_

gatesdadt/

New Beginning Initiative--a collaboration 
of several national LGBT groups to track 
progress on equality at the federal level:

www.thetaskforce.org/newadmin/
newbeginning_intro.html 

While progress can seem slow, the LGBT 
community has made enormous 
strides toward greater equality in the 

past two years. The most obvious achievement 
was the recent repeal of “don’t ask, don’t tell.” In 
his eloquent remarks prior to signing the repeal, 
President Barack Obama spoke movingly of the 
many gay and lesbian soldiers who have fought 
for our nation’s values since the Revolutionary 
War. For those who have doubted the president’s 
commitment to LGBT equality, his recent 
statement and action on DADT should serve 
as a reminder that we have a strong ally in the 
White House.

The proof of the president’s values is 
not just in the repeal of DADT, but also in 
other actions. Soon after taking office, Obama 
extended a number of domestic partner benefits 
to government employees. The U.S. State 
Department has 
ended its policy 
o f  p r e v e n t i n g 
foreigners with 
HIV/AIDS from 
e n t e r i n g  t h e 
c o u n t r y.  A f t e r 
too many years 
o f  p o l i t i c a l 
wrangling, Obama 
signed a comprehensive hate crimes law that 
includes sexual orientation and gender identity 
as protected categories. Following a hospital’s 
notorious decision to prevent a woman from 
visiting her dying partner, Obama issued 
a directive to Medicare-recipient hospitals 
(covering the vast majority of U.S. hospitals) to 
allow patients to choose their visitors. 

Clearly, the LGBT community is in a far 
better place today after two years of Obama 
than we were during the divisive two terms of 
President George W. Bush. Some supporters of 
LGBT equality have complained that Obama 
has not been more forceful in advancing pro-
equality measures during his time in office. 
Political realities, however, have required 
careful action by the president in fulfilling his 
campaign pledges. He worked very methodically 
with the top leaders in the military to gain their 
support for an end to DADT, and then surveyed 
the troops in an effort to gauge the best way to 
integrate lesbian and gay soldiers into the ranks 
of the services. The president’s strategy paid 
off, despite overwhelming odds against success.

What’s next? One glaring example of 
discrimination in this country is the prohibition 
in most states on same-sex marriage. Last 
year, a federal district court in Massachusetts 
declared the federal Defense of Marriage Act 
to be unconstitutional. In California, a federal 
court has already invalidated that state’s anti-
gay marriage amendment. Obama seems to be 
softening his opposition to gay marriage (he has 
long supported civil unions), and Vice President 
Joe Biden recently stated that same-sex marriage 
is inevitable in the U.S. It’s becoming clear that 
the courts may be the best chance to end marriage 
discrimination.

Though DADT has been repealed 
legislatively, the policy remains in place. The 

DADT repeal requires that the president and 
military leaders certify that the military is ready 
before ending the policy of excluding gay and 
lesbian soldiers. Obama has clearly stated his 
view that the military should not drag its feet 
as it prepares to end DADT. Our community 
should take the president at his word, and hold 
the military leaders accountable as they move to 
end discrimination. 

Passage of the comprehensive Employment 
Non-Discrimination Act appears to be stalled 
now that the Republicans are in charge of the 
House. State action on this issue is probably 
unlikely in many states, including Michigan, 
as the Republicans solidify their hold on state 
legislatures and governorships. We should 
continue to alert our political leaders to the reality 
that workers still can, and do, lose their jobs 
every year because of their sexual orientation 

a n d  g e n d e r 
iden t i ty.  Al l 
available legal 
action should be 
taken to defend 
employees who 
a r e  u n f a i r l y 
terminated 
b e c a u s e  o f 
anti-LGBT 

discrimination. 
Over the next two years, the LGBT 

community may have to play a bit of defense 
against the regressive efforts of right-wingers 
to deny people equal rights. Thankfully, Obama 
is in position at the federal level to block the 
more egregious efforts of Republicans to 
discriminate. But defensive action will not 
advance LGBT equality. Our movement must 
stay active in both the legislative and judicial 
arenas. We should continue to pursue lawsuits 
that challenge discriminatory laws, and we must 
continue to educate the public on the reality of 
discrimination against LGBTs. Some of the 
greatest advances in civil rights occurred during 
eras when the political branches were controlled 
by opponents of equality. The lesson of our 
nation’s history is that equality is the birthright 
of every citizen, no matter what.

Stay updated on the progress of DADT 
repeal:

We should continue to pursue lawsuits 
that challenge discriminatory laws, and we 
must continue to educate the public on the 
reality of discrimination against LGBTs.

SPEAK OUT
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MICHIGANNews

Teens for justice
Think teens these days only care about texting and Facebook? Think again. We happen to know a few high school 
students who are working their tails off for social change. In the past year, Emma Upham, Kyle Sims and Ian 
Hoopingarner have stood up to adults, educated their peers, and shaken up their communities. These kids are 
fearless, feisty, and dedicated to the work it takes to make the world a better place.

 “You’ve got the spokespeople, the ones who give the inspirational 
speeches. And then you’ve got the actual leaders – the ones who 

lead the movements behind the scenes.” –Laura Wernick

The quiet leader 
Emma Upham is a small-town teen making a big impact

BY TARA CAVANAUGH

SALINE – With her chin-length bob and 
geek-chic glasses, Emma Upham looks like any 
other bookish teen from a small town. Sitting in 
a coffee shop, the tiny young woman picks at a 
muffin, tears through a thick book of crossword 
puzzles, and appears as harmless and forgettable 
as anyone else there.

But don’t let her appearance fool you.
This past fall, the 17-year-old helped 

propel the pristine town of Saline to statewide 
spotlight. President of her high school’s GSA, 
she pushed the school board for an LGBT-
inclusive non-discrimination policy. As a result, 
the school board received hundreds of e-mails 
from concerned citizens from all over the state, 
and was even threatened with a lawsuit from 
the American Family Association of Michigan. 

“She led that whole effort for five months,” 
said Laura Wernick, who works at the Neutral 
Zone, a teen center in Ann Arbor. The Neutral 
Zone is home to Riot Youth, an LGBT group 
Upham helps lead.

The addition of LGBT-inclusive language 
into the district’s non-discrimination policy 
eventually failed in a 4-3 vote. A few members 
of the school board appeared uncomfortable with 
including transgender students in the policy, and 
after an attempt to remove such language failed, 
they voted against it. But Upham is unfazed.

She said Saline High’s GSA, Spectrum, will 
“definitely” bring the issue to the board again. 
“We want to get that policy in there. We want 
to make sure it stays there through different 
administrations, different (leaders),” she said. In 
fact, the GSA still sends members to the often 
yawn-inducing school board meetings, just to 
remind the board they’re still there. 

Upham knows that the school board could 
eventually be persuaded to vote in favor of 
changing the policy because of how much her 
school and town were affected last fall.

“There was a campaign some of the teachers 
did, where they wore little rainbow ribbons on 
their nametags. And there are (Human Rights 
Campaign) stickers everywhere now,” she said, 
beaming in between bites of muffin.

Even better, the issue piqued the genuine 
curiosity of other teens. “I got asked all the time 
about it,” she said. “All the time!” 

Upham explained to students – many who 
had never talked to her before – what it’s like 
to be an LGBT student in high school, and how 
changing the non-discrimination policy could 
help change the often-homophobic high school 
climate. “There are a lot of people who don’t 
feel safe in school,” she said. “I have friends 
who don’t feel safe in school coming out or 
even admitting to themselves that they might 
be questioning, and that’s very reflective of the 
climate.” 

Upham still explains this to students, 
because they keep asking her questions. 

“She’s someone that people talk to,” 
Wernick said. “She’s not Miss Popularity, but 
people really look to her as a leader.

“You’ve got the spokespeople, the ones who 
give the inspirational speeches,” Wernick said. 
“And then you’ve got the actual leaders – the 
ones who lead the movements behind the scenes. 
She’s one of the most important people we have.”

Upham, who readily admits that she’s “a 
lot more comfortable on an individual level 
with people,” became president of Spectrum 
by accident. She said it took her months to stop 
shaking when she started attended meetings at 
the Neutral Zone. 

“She’s more interested in the good of 
the whole than about herself,” Wernick said. 
“She’s really concerned about how to move 
forward and not just let one person dominate 
the conversation.”

“It’s a lot of listening, it’s a lot of reading 
people and a lot of like alright, so how’s the 
group doing now ... how do we want to focus 
more so we can get to that deeper place with the 
conversation,” Upham said.

Upham tries to make sure everyone in each 
group she leads is reached.

“The quiet, shy kids come in and they’re just 
looking for a place to find some community and 
blossom into cool, leader, outgoing people,” she  
said. “Which is totally what happened to me.”

How did that happen? “There are all sorts 

of opportunities for subcommittees or projects 
or whatever, and I just kept volunteering. And 
from that I got to meet people and find a place 
there and then it just took off and kept going,” 
she said, shrugging. “The more I push myself, 
the more I grow.”

So what’s next for the teen, who drops 
words like “heteronormativity” as easily as she 
does “totally” and “cool”?

For now, she’s creating a coalition to help 
other high schools create their own GSA’s. As 
for her post-high school plans, she has no idea. 
“I’d like to keep doing this, but I’m not sure 
how,” she said.

Whatever she ends up doing, there’s no 
doubt this quiet leader will keep pushing, 
growing, and getting noticed.

Emma Upham at the Neutral Zone in Ann Arbor. BTL photo: Andrew Potter
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Ian Hoopingarner gathers 

hundreds to out-protest the 

Westboro Baptist Church

BY TODD HEYWOOD

EAST LANSING – The week before the 
notorious Westboro Baptist Church showed up 
to protest at Ian Hoopingarner’s high school, he 
said the student body was abuzz. 

“That was the only topic of conversation at 
lunch that day, of course,” said Hoopingarner, 
17. “The impression I got was that everyone 
wanted to do something, but they didn’t know 
what to do.”

He said the students found out about the 
impending visit by the church, known for its 
provocative anti-gay rhetoric and signs, after East 
Lansing High School Principal Paula Steele sent 
an e-mail to the faculty of the school. That e-mail, 
Hoopingarner said, asked staff not to discuss the 
impending visit until the district figured out how 
to handle the protest.

Westboro said the church targeted the school 

because some of the students had sent letters 
criticizing its protests against the funerals of 
fallen soldiers. The Kansas church claims the 
soldiers are dying because of America’s tolerance 
for homosexuality. Prior to harassing mourners 
at military funerals, the church was making 
headlines protesting at the funerals of those who 
had died from AIDS. They also protested the 
funeral of Matthew Shepard, a young Wyoming 
gay man who was beaten and left strung up on 
a fence atop a hill by two assailants who robbed 
him. 

“The WBC slammed us pretty hard on 
their website,” said Hoopingarner, a high school 
junior. “I think they just knew how to push 
our buttons. That’s their job, to push people’s 
buttons.”

Soon Hoopingarner heard about a 
community meeting to strategize a response to 
the protest. 

“Decisions are made by the people who 
show up,” he said of his reason for appearing 
at that Monday night meeting at the Unitarian 
Universalist Church, located directly behind the 
high school. 

Hoopingarner stood up, told the crowd that 

students wanted to do something, and proposed 
a fundraising idea. The idea was not new, but it 
was readily accepted.

Under his leadership, the group raised more 
than $1200 on the day the church protested, and 
donated it to groups like Equality Michigan, the 
Lansing Area AIDS Network and the Southern 
Poverty Law Center. The donations were made 
in WBC’s name.

On top of proposing and coordinating 
the fundraising activity, Hoopingarner also 
stepped up and acted as a spokesperson for 
the counter-protest organized by a coalition of 
community members. That group, called Unity 
in our Community, hosted an alternative protest 

BY JASON A. MICHAEL

SWARTZ CREEK – Middle school was 
not a lot of fun for Kyle Sims.

“From the very first day, kids started saying 
things to me and calling me gay, and I had never 
heard that word – ever,” he recalled. “I didn’t 
really understand what that was. I started to 
question myself and it was a really, really hard 
time for me.”

As a result, Sims started to self-destruct.
“I did horrible in school, I got all Es,” he 

said. “I was just very depressed. I really didn’t 
have any friends. It was hard for me to deal with 
and I gained a lot of weight. Then kids started 
making fun of me for that. And around the end of 
the seventh grade I developed an eating disorder.”

Eventually, things began to turn around for 
Sims, but the process was slow.

“I made some friends that I guess accepted 
me, but I didn’t tell them anything about myself,” 
he explained. “But, at least, they didn’t make fun 
of me, which I liked about them. Around eighth 
grade, I was kind of discovering myself, but I 
dated girls.”

It was in high school that the butterfly began 
to emerge from the cocoon of self-doubt.

“I had never had any gay friends and when 
I went into high school, I met my very first gay 
person,” said Sims. “Almost immediately, I came 
out to him. Then I slowly told all my friends and 
they weren’t surprised by it. I didn’t lose a single 
friend over it.”

The rest of the school body, however, was 
not as embracing. 

“My peers around me did not take it well,” 
Sims said. “What confused me about it was that 
they had been taunting me for years, and then 
when I came out they taunted me even more.”

Though Sims had so far only had to deal 
with verbal bullying, things escalated once he 
entered Swartz Creek High School. 

“(W)hen I was in gym class I would not 
want to get dressed in the locker room,” Sims 
remembered. “I felt uncomfortable. I would get 
dressed in a stall. ...Kids would throw things at 
me, like water bottles. 

“I didn’t feel like anyone at the school was 
there for me. I didn’t feel like I had anybody 
there to tell about it, so I basically just kept it 
to myself.”

Then, in his sophomore year, Sims met 
Andrea. 

“She was a senior and she wanted to create a 
club at the school,” Sims said. “There was a huge 

issue with bullying and we knew we needed to 
do something about it. So I worked with her to 
create this club. We called it Common Ground, 
and basically that was just our name for a gay-
straight alliance.”

The club caught on quickly, averaging 25 
members a meeting, even though it was not 
school-sponsored and, as a result, could not be 
advertised in the school announcements. Then, 
the following year, Andrea graduated, and it was 
Sims’ turn to pick up the mantle and run the club 
on his own.

“From the time we started this club there 
was a huge change in the atmosphere around 
the school,” Sims said. “We got T-shirts and kids 
were aware of it, even if they weren’t going to the 
meetings. Since the club started, I have not had 
any kind of instance where I’ve been bullied at 
the school. So we definitely felt that the club was 
a success ... and things just kept getting better.”

As he started his senior year, Sims felt that 
the time had come to take Common Ground to 
the next level.

“I wanted to expand it for the entire school 
and not just focus on the gay issue, because 
there were obviously a lot of other kids being 
bullied for a lot of other things,” he said. “So I 
worked with our assistant superintendant, Dave 
Simaneck, who was basically going to run this 
club called the Power of 100. It was the club’s 
goal to get at least 100 students to come to these 
meetings for the sole issue of tackling bullying 
in the school.

“We’ve had a huge turnout,” Sims continued. 
“So many kids are in support of this club and it’s 

completely changed our school. I think that our 
school is safe now for kids.” 

Sims, now 17, currently serves on the 
leadership council for the Power of 100, and as 
he enters his last semester, he’s proud not just of 
his accomplishment, but of the school’s.

The experience has inspired Sims to 
consider a career in activism.

“I’m trying to figure out what I want to do,” 
he said. “I really love activism ...that’s where my 
true passion lies.”

 “So many kids are in support of this 
club and it’s completely changed 

our school. I think that our school 
is safe now for kids.”– Kyle Sims

Bullied into action

 “Decisions are made by the people 
who show up.” – Ian Hoopingarner

Stepping up for social justice

Kyle Sims stops bullying in its tracks

Ian Hoopingarner. BTL photo: Andrew Potter

See Teen justice, page  16

Photo courtesy of Kyle Sims
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Transgender man marries, has 
marriage revoked the same day

Shortly after the happy couple 
left the clerk’s office they 

received a call telling them they 
had to return to the offices to 

get a refund for their marriage 
license fee. The reason they 

were offered when they got to 
the offices? Swan is not a man 

because he doesn’t have a penis.

BY TODD HEYWOOD

PONTIAC – Jordan Swan, who is a 
female-to-male transgender man, said he 
went to the Oakland County Clerk last week 
to marry his fiancee. The two paid for their 
marriage license, swore their oaths and signed 
on the dotted line. Then they were off to the 
chapel to get married... or so they thought.

Swan told Fox 2 News that shortly after 
the happy couple left the clerk’s office they 
received a call telling them they had to return 
to the offices to get a refund for their marriage 
license fee. The reason they were offered when 
they got to the offices? Swan is not a man 
because he doesn’t have a penis.

It should be noted that Swan presented a 
letter from his doctor showing he completed 
gender reassignment surgery in March. Under 
Michigan law, that affidavit is enough for 
Swan to have his gender switched out on his 
birth certificate.

But for Oakland county officials, under 
the leadership of Secretary of State-elect Ruth 
Johnson, the key to the whole matter is having a 

penis. Penis construction for transgender men, 
Swan said, costs “thousands and thousands” 
of dollars, and is something he simply can’t 
afford right now.

Fox 2 asked their legal analyst on the 
issue: Does a penis make a person a man?

“If a doctor signs an affidavit that says 
you’ve had the sex reassignment, you can take 
that to the courthouse and you can get a new 

birth certificate,” explained Fox 2 legal analyst 
Charlie Langton. “You don’t need a penis to 
become a man.”

Earlier this year, Oakland County Clerk 
Ruth Johnson came under fire from LGBT 
activists after she did an about-face on issues 
impacting the gay community. The move was 
widely seen as a way to challenge Rep. Paul 
Scott, R-Grand Blanc, who was gaining steam 
in the Secretary of State race by vowing not to 
issue new licenses to transgender people who 
have completed gender reassignment surgery.

Michigan Messenger reported Johnson, 
who won the Republican primary and then the 
November election, said, “No, I do not support 
allowing people to change their gender on 
their license as a result of surgery or lifestyle.”

Swan said he plans on getting the new 
birth certificate, and then will be back to the 
clerk’s office so he can marry the woman he 
calls “the love of his life.” 

Originally published on www.michiganmes-
senger.com

Alma Wheeler 
Smith to serve on 
Equality Michigan 
Board

Equality Michigan’s political action organization 
has added a Michigan state representative and a long-
time progressive activist to its board of directors.

S t a t e  R e p .  A l m a 
Wheeler Smith, D-54, is a 
former state senator and the 
first black woman to run 
for governor on Michigan’s 
democra t ic  t i cke t .  In 
addition, she has served as 
president of the Washtenaw 
County school board, as a 
county commissioner, and 
was the first woman to lead 
an appropriations caucus in 
the state legislature.

Wheeler Smith lives in Salem Township and 
has three adult children.

Equality Michigan Action Network is the arm 
of Equality Michigan that lobbies the Legislature 
for equality-based legislation and policy. With 
headquarters in Detroit and an office in Lansing, 
Equality Michigan works to achieve full equality 
under the law and respect for all Michigan citizens 
regardless of sexual orientation, gender identity or 
gender expression.

Alma 
 Wheeler Smith
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Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the 
right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the government for a re-
dress of grievances.

– First Amendment, U.S. Constitution

S/he said
More to do after DADT repeal
COMPILED BY HOWARD ISRAEL

Opinions

“President Obama can sign a bill into 
law. The judicial system can enforce 
it. But only everyday people can 
breathe life into the greater, cultural 
and personal significance behind the 
‘don’t ask, don’t tell’ repeal. And that 
is, we don’t have to hide.”

– L.Z. Granderson, in his column titled 
“ ‘Don’t ask’ repeal frees up every-
body,” http://edition.cnn.com, Dec. 22.

“President Obama said that repeal of 
‘don’t ask, don’t tell’ will strengthen 

our national security. I cannot think of anything more 
dangerous to our national security and the ongoing 
strength of our nation than the collapse of our sense that 
there are objective rights and wrongs. When we sanction 
ourselves to make everything up, who can the God 
that our Declaration of Independence refers to possibly 
be? Why should Americans take the words of our 
constitution, that are a few hundred years old, seriously 
when we dismiss the truths of words that are thousands 
of years old?”

– Star Parker, in her column titled “ ‘Don’t ask, don’t tell’ 
Repeal a Mistake,” http://townhall.com, Dec. 27.

“’Don’t ask, don’t tell’ was not 
about men and women serving in 
the military. Men and women who 
are gays and lesbians can serve in 
the military right now. That’s not 
the issue. This is about a larger 
issue of the secularization of our 
society. It’s a larger issue about the 
left just, you know, trying to, you 
know, put government in control 
of this country, and trying to move 
faith, trying to move any people 
of faith and religion out of the 

public square, out of America, trying to transform what 
America’s all about.” 

–- Rick Santorum, chairman of America’s Foundation, a politi-
cal action committee committed to conservative principles, in 
a discussion about the repeal of ‘don’t ask, don’t tell’ on Fox 
News Channel’s The Sean Hannity Show, www.newshounds.
us, Dec. 23.

“Given the president’s support of gay rights in other 
contexts, his opposition to marriage equality raises the 
question of whether the struggle Obama referred to is 
between politics and principle. If so, we hope principle 
will prevail. The president could spare himself that 
struggle if he would analyze the issue logically. Civil 
unions, while a vast improvement over the absence of 
any recognition of same-sex relationships, are almost 
by definition second-class arrangements. What should 
determine his position is logic and the fact that same-sex 
couples across America, not just those in his circle, yearn 
for recognition of their relationships. Enough agonizing, 
Mr. President. Support marriage equality.”

–  In a Los Angeles Times editorial about President Obama’s 
statement that he is “struggling” with whether to endorse 
same-sex marriage, www.latimes.com, Dec. 30, 2010.

“The end of ‘don’t ask, don’t tell’ will 
finally allow our brave women and 
men in uniform to defend their country 
without having to defend or hide their 
true identity, and will eliminate their 
fear of being fired from our nation’s 
largest employer based solely upon 
who they are. But this measure will not 
alleviate that fear for millions of other 
Americans who worry daily that they 
will lose their jobs if someone discovers 
– or even thinks – they are LGBT. 

– Chris Hartman, director of Fairness Campaign, 
an LGBT rights organization in Louisville, 

Ky., in his column titled “Barriers have fallen 
in military, but others remain,” www.courier-

journal.com, Dec. 26.

Rick Santorum

L.Z. Granderson
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Discrimination is getting worse, 
according to a new survey in 
Michigan. Do you agree?

From a straight point of view, I think things have got-
ten much better, especially with young people who seem 
to be very accepting and even consider it a non-issue.

–Nancy Janoch 

While gay people have done much to make society 
aware of anti-gay bullying, we haven’t made a dent in the 
problem that gays have when it comes to bullying EACH 
OTHER … I never thought we would be going backwards 
but in short, the ability to get married someday will mean 
nothing if we have no idea how to relate to each other. 
We can’t all live in our own bubbles forever. Its time we 
start caring about other LGBT’s other than ourselves!

–Jonathon Lund 

What advice would you give to our 
new governor, Rick Snyder? How 
should he handle LGBT issues?

Keep with the Republican philosophy of small gov-
ernment and keep his effing nose out of matters that the 
government shouldn’t have any hand in.

–Curtis Ray

Treat us like people instead of roaches. Keep the 
church/state seperate.

–Frank Vaca

Comments have been edited for grammar and length.
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2010: Highlights and lowlights 
School bullying, state politics made LGBT headlines
BY TODD HEYWOOD

While lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
people saw gains at the federal level in 2010, 
Michigan saw the ugly side of anti-gay animus 
with straight pride celebrations in local schools, 
a rash of national and local teen suicides and 
the death of LGBT-specific legislation in the 
Republican-controlled state Senate.

Bullying deaths draw local 
action

Nationally-covered teen suicides, many of 
them related to anti-gay harassment, prompted 
public mourning and increased calls for anti-
bullying legislation.

At Michigan State University hundreds 
gathered in early October for a candlelight vigil 
to remember those who had been lost to suicide 
and to send the message that students were not 
alone on the campus.

At Oakland University, students gathered 
for a more somber remembrance as they recalled 
their friend Corey Jackson, 19. Jackson’s body 
was found in a wooded area on campus where he 
had apparently hanged himself.

The suicides, however, did nothing to push 
the state’s anti-bullying legislation through 
the state Senate, where Republicans declared 
it dead on Nov. 2 following a landslide night 
for Republican candidates in the state. Prior to 
that, State Sen. Wayne Kuipers, R-Holland, was 
chastised by Gov. Granholm for claiming the bill 
was stalled over the definition of bullying.

But activists saw a glimmer of light for anti-
bullying legislation in the next legislative session 
when Gov.-elect Rick Snyder’s pick to head the 
Michigan State Police said she would be a “strong 
supporter of addressing bullying in our state.”

Straight Pride celebrations, 
products appear in the 
state

Between The Lines also reported this year on 
the appearance of a small straight pride movement 
rearing its head in Michigan. The first report came 
during a Tea Party Express rally in Lansing. There, 
a t-shirt proclaiming “straight pride” was offered 
for sale. 

In another move, students from three rural 
mid-Michigan school districts created a Facebook 
“straight pride” day and event. The movement was 
soundly condemned by school officials as well as 
national and local LGBT leaders. The event went 
on at the schools without incident.

LGBT state politics
During this past year’s election, the LGBT 

community saw itself not only represented by out 
politicians, but also targeted by politicians and 
activist groups.

In the August primary, Democrat Dale 
Kildee, D-Flint, saw a challenge from openly 
gay resident Scott Withers. Withers lost his bid to 

unseat Kildee, who went on to win the November 
election.

But generally, when LGBT issues came up 
in the past year in politics, it was negative. The 
negativity began with Rep. Paul Scott, R-Grand 
Blanc, targeting transgender people in his 
announcement that he would seek the Republican 
nomination for Secretary of State. Paul continued 
to support his anti-transgender crusade throughout 
his race.

He was beaten by Oakland County Clerk 
Ruth Johnson. Johnson was criticized by the 
LGBT community when she made an about-face 
on community issues.

The campaign season also saw controversy 
from the Campaign for Michigan Families, a 
conservative group headed by American Family 
Association of Michigan President Gary Glenn. 
Earlier in the year, Glenn was chastised by an 
Allegan County newspaper for “creating a climate 
of homophobic hysteria” in the county with 
his group’s attacks on Allegan County District 
Judge William A. Baillargeon. Baillargeon had 
been involved with the Triangle Foundation and 
Affirmations, two LGBT organizations in the 
Detroit area.

The Allegan chastisement, however, did 
not stop Glenn or the Campaign for Michigan 
Families. At the end of October, the group 
launched an attack ad targeting openly lesbian 
candidate for state representative Toni Sessoms. 
This lead to a powerful, ironic and funny YouTube 
video from Sessoms countering the allegations in 
the ad. Sessoms lost her bid.

But no issue garnered more attention than 
a battle between the openly gay and elected 
student leader of the University of Michigan Chris 
Armstrong and conservative Assistant Attorney 
General Andrew Shirvell. Shirvell ran a blog 
attacking Armstrong and had shown up at his off-
campus house. Shirvell’s behavior made national 
headlines when Anderson Cooper featured his 
story on CNN.

Armstrong sought a personal protection 
order against Shirvell, though he ultimately 
dropped the bid, and U-M barred Shirvell from 
the campus. That ban was later  changed to allow 

him to be on campus but not have contact with 
Armstrong. While Attorney General Mike Cox, 
a Republican, started by defending Shirvell, he 
ultimately brought administrative charges against 
him. The hearing lead to Shirvell’s dismissal from 
the AG’s office for using state equipment to blog 
about Armstrong and lying to state investigators.

State and local officials 
struggle to move LGBT 
equality issues

Finally, the state saw a series of state and 
local policy moves to push a pro-LGBT equality 
movement forward.

On a state level, the Michigan Department 
of Corrections booted an anti-gay ministry – 
Corduroy Ministries – out of its ministry programs 
after the Lansing group lost its national affiliation 
with the ex-gay group Exodus International.

In addition to the MDOC move, the State 
Civil Service Commission took up and then tabled 
a proposal to extend health care benefits to Other 
Eligible Individuals. OEI is a policy program 
created by Michigan State University and cloned 
at other locations to address a 2008 state Supreme 
Court ruling that found same-sex partner benefit 
programs violated a constitutional amendment 
passed by voters in 2004 which made marriage a 
union between one man and one woman.

In East Lansing, the week after the SCSC 
tabled its OEI proposal until the new year, the 
East Lansing City Council directed staff to 
prepare to implement such a program in July for 
city employees.

In Holland, officials were asked to consider 
an ordinance protecting LGBT people from 
discrimination in the conservative community. 
The community had come under fire after Hope 
College, located in the city, refused to allow Oscar-
winning writer Dustin Lance Black to appear on 
campus. Two groups were formed out of that 
movement. The Holland Council sent the proposal 
to its Human Relations Commission, which sent 
it back to the body in November.

Ruth Ellis 
Center hosts 
foster parent 
orientation

Ruth Ellis Center, the Midwest’s only 
agency dedicated to homeless, runaway 
and at-risk youth who are lesbian, gay, 
bi-attractional, transgender or questioning, 
is partnering with the Michigan Dept. of 
Health and Human Services and Wayne 
County Child and Family Services to host 
an orientation for individuals interested in 
becoming foster parents.    

The orientation will take place 5:30-
8:30 p.m. Jan. 11 at the Ruth Ellis Center’s 
Drop-in Center on 77 Victor St. in Highland 
Park. Attendees must RSVP by Jan. 6 by 
calling 313-252-1950.

“So many young people we see at Ruth 
Ellis Center are under the system’s radar 
and can’t access foster care or age out of the 
system without receiving proper training or 
guidance to transition into independence,” 
said Laura Hughes, the center’s executive 
director. “The occasion to create a united 
front with the state, county and ACLU to 
address this issue and work with potential 
foster parents provides our young people 
with an unprecedented opportunity.”

The orientation at the Ruth Ellis Center 
is the first of three trainings required by 
the state and county for people who are 
interested in fostering.  The ACLU will also 
be present to share an overview of policies 
and procedures regarding second parent 
adoption in Michigan.

 

Peace Prom 
seeks donations

The Jackson High School GSA needs 
help funding its second annual Peace Prom.

The Peace Prom allows LGBT youth 
to attend a prom without harassment from 
their teachers or peers. More than one 
hundred teens, some from as far as Detroit, 
attended the prom last year.

“It was really good to see so many 
people who were willing to come and be 
open,” said Cylor Fagan, president of the 
GSA. Cylor started the prom last year after 
he and his partner were verbally harassed 
by other students at a homecoming dance.

Fagan is planning the prom for the 
end of March, but only if the GSA gets the 
$400 it needs.

If you’d like to help, write a check to 
the Jackson High School GSA and send it 
to Between the Lines, which will send the 
money to Fagan. The address for Between 
the Lines is: 11920 Farmington Road, 
Livonia, MI 48105.

Former Assistant Attorney General Andrew Shirvell is seen harassing UM Student Body President Chris Armstrong 
last spring. By the end of the year Attorney General Mike Cox was forced to fire Shirvell for his attacks on Armstrong. 
BTL photo Jessica Carerras.
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2010: Hope to be found

BY GWENDOLYN ANN SMITH

When I sat down to write about 2010, 
I wanted to tell you how horrible the 
year was. 

With the election year politics, the Tea 
Party, the return of the Right and a president who 
seems to be willing to compromise away, well, 
everything, one does feel that there’s not even 
table scraps left. Certainly, to borrow from many, 
this is not the change that was voted for in 2010. 

Meanwhile, the volume was raised within 
our community. Transgender people pitted 
themselves against our gay and lesbian siblings 
in an increasingly vocal war of words. People 
fought over inclusion, over the still dead 
Employment Non-Discrimination Act, over 
‘don’t ask, don’t tell,’ and – more than anything 
– over a single six letter word – tranny – and who 
could use it when. The latter fight seems to be a 
battle not yet truly over. 

I would be remiss if I did not also mention 
that anti-transgender violence continued at the 
same rates as many other years. We saw tales like 
that of the murder of 17-month-old Ray A. Jones, 
killed by his 20-year-old babysitter because this 
supposed caregiver was “trying to make him act 
like a boy instead of a little girl.” 

On top of all this was a study by the National 
Center for Transgender Equality in conjunction 
with the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force. 
Its findings were equally distressing, with half 
of those surveyed reporting discrimination in the 
workplace, transgender people twice as likely 
to live in poverty, and harassment common in 
school. 

In the midst of such awful news, however, 
there were some positives. At first, I wished to 
dismiss them as mere crumbs. Yet the more I 
looked at them, the more I realized their overall 
importance. 

One – actually coming in December of 2009 
– was the appointment of Dylan Orr as special 
assistant to Assistant Secretary of Labor Kathleen 
Martinez in the Office of Disability Employment 
Policy at the Department of Labor, followed 
shortly by Amanda Simpson to a senior technical 
advisor post in the Commerce Department under 
President Obama. Both have now weathered their 
first years in their positions, with initial attempts 
to derail them largely going unnoticed. 

Second was the tax season victory of 
Rhiannon O’Donnabhain, with the courts 
agreeing that treatment for Gender Identity 
Disorder is indeed medically necessary and 
deductible from one’s taxes. 

The third was in the middle of the year, as 
the U.S. Department of State issued new policies 
around passports. The change in rules allows for 
a transgender person to get the gender marker 
changed on their license with certification from 
an attending medical physician. 

Finally, in the 2010 election we saw 
Stu Rasmussen win reelection as Silverton, 
Oregon mayor, Kim Coco Iwamoto reelected 
to the Hawaii Board of Education, and Victoria 
Kolakowski elected as a Superior Court judge in 
Alameda County. 

Each of these shares a common thread. The 
appointment of Simpson and Orr, as well as the 
victories at the ballot box, each show that we do 
have the ability to serve in higher offices. The 
religious right particularly took Simpson to task, 
but has long since weathered this. Rasmussen and 
Iwamoto showed that their transgender status did 
not affect their ability to serve, and Kolalowski 
has broken new ground. 

Meanwhile, in somewhat mundane matters 
like passports and taxes, we’ve seen transgender 
people gain. The new rules on passports 
are the first real instance where the federal 
government has clearly understood the real need 
for transgender people to be recognized legally 
in their preferred gender regardless of surgical 
status, while tax law now acknowledges the 
necessity of transgender-related procedures. 

These aren’t the sorts of victories one can 
easily shout from the rooftops. None of these 
stories exist above the fold in major newspapers. 
Tax law, passports, and school board elections 
are, well, considered mundane by many. These 
are not as big a deal as, say, the repeal of 
‘don’t ask, don’t tell,’ a bill that will not serve 
transgender people directly, but will have some 
benefits to us indirectly. It is not like the passage 
of a transgender-inclusive Employment Non-
Discrimination Act, nor any other big-ticket 
protections for transgender and gender variant 
people. 

Yet that is the importance of them as well. 
These may be viewed as less than extraordinary, 
but their value is huge. More so, that they’re so 
far out of the mainstream radar speaks well to 
each of us being viewed as, well, just people. 

Don’t get me wrong. After some 16 years, 
I would much prefer to see ENDA pass. But 
knowing that transgender people can write off 
medically necessary expenses and can get a 
passport in their preferred gender without surgery 
is huge in its own ways. Likewise, that we can 
be mayors, school board members, judges, and 
Presidential appointees should send hope to 
transgender people young and old, showing that 
they too can reach for greater things. 

So in 2010, perhaps it was really about the 
quieter victories over the shouting matches – and 
maybe this is a stepping-stone on to much bigger 
things in 2011 and beyond. So ever onward I say, 
to bigger and even better things to come. 

Gwen Smith wishes all the happiest of new years. 
You can find her on the web at www.gwensmith.
com

People fought over inclusion, over the still dead 
Employment Non-Discrimination Act, over ‘don’t ask, 
don’t tell,’ and – more than anything – over a single six 

letter word – tranny – and who could use it when.

It takes a village
The next generation of allied 
and LGBT youth are rising 
up and speaking out for a 

fully inclusive world

The beginning of almost every New Year 
has that soulful, energized feeling for 
many of us. The slate is wiped clean with 

a full 365 days ahead to accomplish our agendas.
For 2011, our community begins with an 

amazing legislative victory. Of course the repeal 
of “don’t ask, don’t tell” is not the whole “gay 
agenda” that we continue to work towards, but 
it is – as the blogs and much of the media have 
said –”historic.”

It builds on over 50 years of courageous, 
hard work in the post-World War II U.S.; from 
a time when only a few hundred people where 
willing to begin the fight for our dignity and full 
equality during the Mattachine and Daughter 
of Bilitis years, to the present when activists 
handcuffed themselves to the White House fence. 

In between, we have watched our Marches 
on Washington for LGBT rights grow, not only as 
an acronym beginning in 1978 with “gay” rights 
– and 100,000 marchers, to additional marches 
in the ‘80s and ‘90s and 2000s where millions 
have participated for “lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender rights.”

During this period, several generations have 
grown up and participated in, recorded and made 
our LGBT history. 

We have learned from our elders (sometimes) 
and we have listened to our youth (sometimes) 
and somewhere in between experienced what is 
possible when coalitions of people come together 
and help realize that “long arc of justice” Martin 
Luther King, Jr. inspired all of us to dream of. 

In the past 50 years we have been fortunate 
enough to build communities locally that 
provide much needed resources and support, 

encouragement and friendship. On a national 
level we have watched the emergence of several 
powerful organizations some older, some 
younger – delivering the message for full equality 
through checkbooks, lobbying, votes and yes, 
handcuffs on the White House fence. 

It will continue to take this whole village 
– this beautiful, possible rainbow village – to 
realize our full equality. 

The next two years will be challenging ones 
nationally, as a Republican House is certain to 
squash any efforts at moving the Employment 
Non-Discrimination Act into law. But one thing 
is certain: the next generation of allied and LGBT 
youth are rising up and speaking out for a fully 
inclusive world.

In this issue we proudly feature three of 
Michigan’s emerging young people – the very 
kind of young people our new Gov. Snyder says 
he would like to see live and work right here 
in our state. The Emma Uphams, Kyle Sims 
and Ian Hoopingarners are exactly the kinds of 
visionaries that are building a stronger future 
and surely one day soon we will get to watch as 
the next piece of the equality agenda is signed 
into law.
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It occurred to Joe – out of the wild blue 
yonder – that #146 looked like someone 
he had befriended either on Facebook, 

or – some naughty X-rated site...

BY CHARLES ALEXANDER

Parting 
     Glances
Then & Now

A HD is forever!

Arriving in the afterlife one unexpected Sunday, the result 
of a left turn onto a one-way street, Mr. Average Southern 
Baptist Joe was met at the Pearly Gates by an angel of 

great radiance, who greeted him like a long-lost Alpha-Omega 
frat brother with, “Hi, Bro! You finally made it.

“Take a seat on the straight-and-narrow bench. There’s 150 
newbies ahead of you. (St. Peter’s conferring with the pope on 
some priestly matters of, shall we say, youthful and costly deli-
cacy).”

Average Joe – not fully recovered from his sudden accident 
occasioned by sipping too much New Year’s champagne – did as 
he was bidden by the Welcome Wagon angel (tagged Last Supper 
Bruce). And, awestruck by the immensity of his surroundings, 
Joe’s jaw dropped repeatedly. “There’s enough gold here to fill a 
thousand Fort Knoxs,” he mused.

Minutes passed. Each a small eternity. (The experience was 
not unlike waiting in the dentist’s office, only there were no Time, 
Newsweek, Good Housekeeping, Penthouse magazines, only 
gilt-edged Bibles, words of Jesus in red, printed in 24-pt English 
Gothic typeface.)

Fortunately, Joe’s wait was retroactively dreamy, thanks to the 

music piped in: hymns, interspersed with vocals by George Beverly 
Shea, Johnny Cash, and – what could be more unearthly – Mahalia 
Jackson, Patsy Klein, Bing Crosby, and Holiday with Cher.

“My God, er, gosh, it’s so blindingly bright,” stammered Joe, 
audibly enough to be heard by nearby waitee #148. “The light’s 
so dazzling. It’s brighter than a zillion NFL nighttime football 
fields beaming together.” 

No sooner had Joe reflected on this than a celestial angel – 
ID: ‘Rock’ of Ages: Grade B, Junior – surprised the bejesus – er, 
heck – out of him by handing him a pair of gold-framed, Urim & 
Thummin, Angel Moroni peepstone sunglasses. 

“They’re rose colored,” said Angel Rock. “They’ll glitter 
you up a bit. By the way: you’re now #147. St. Pete’s back. The 
holdup’s because numbers 2 and 3 used Windows instead of user-
friendly Apple. Even here there’s computer gate crashers.” 

Before Joe could ask what in – er, heck – that was all about, 
Angel Rock was off in a flash, quicker than you could say Amen! 
Selah! Press ESC!

“What’s with crashes and computers?” Joe asked #146 sitting 
next to him, now that he could see the long roll of newbies clearly 
through the trifocal – tri, as in Trinity – sunglasses he wore. 

(It occurred to Joe – out of the wild blue yonder – that #146 
looked like someone he had befriended either on Facebook, or – oh, 
let’s hope not, dear PG unsaved mortals – some naughty X-rated 
site he just happened once or twice to come across.)

“Well, Brother Joe – anyone seated here I’m certain I can 
call ‘a Holy Facebook friend’ if he’s presumed washed in the 
Blood of the Lamb. Yea, verily! It seems that Heaven’s finally 
gone high tech. Beatin’ the old devil at his Mark-of-the-Beast, 
One World, 666 game. 

“What happens now when you kick the bucket is that your 
computer, iPad, cellphones, text messages are miraculously ap-
propriated for final judgment of time spent, thoughts thought, 
actions taken, for good or, in some cases – say Islamic terrorists 
– for nefarious deeds. Big Brother really, truly, does know all.

“Me, I’m not worried,” #146 boasted. “I was – still am – com-
puter illiterate. For a good born-again-er like me – and presumably 
yourself, Joe – you part your hair on the right side – illiteracy can be 
a salvation. You can waste your mind. Just don’t waste your soul.”

“Thank God, I erased my hard drive for New Year 2011,” 
beamed Joe smugly to himself, as overhead the heavenly loud-
speaker hymned away, “Count your many blessings. Name them 
one by one. You’ll be surprised to see what God has done.” 

Charles@pridesource.com
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Michael Medved
BY D’ANNE WITKOWSKI

Happy New Year, everybody! And just in case you wondered 
if 2011 would find the anti-gay right as fixated on the 
complicated genital equation of penis + penis/ vagina + 

vagina ≠ penis + vagina, worry not. It will always, deep in their 
hearts (or hearts and web browsing histories), come down to crotch 
shots for these folks.

Case in point: Michael Medved, conservative radio talk show 
host and self-proclaimed expert on the ins and outs of gay sex.

At the tail end of 2010, inspired by the repeal of “don’t ask, 
don’t tell,” Medved declared on his website, “The New Year brings 
a new policy to America’s military that mandates acceptance, and 
even endorsement, of open homosexual behavior.”

I think Medved might have the specifics of the DADT policy 
confused with the XXX “military training videos” he rents. He 
seems to think DADT was the only thing keeping the military from 
devolving into an orgy of public man-on-man and/or woman-on-
woman sex. Unless, of course, he means something more innocent 
by “open homosexual behavior,” like handholding and slow dancing. 
But I kind of doubt that. 

He goes on to claim that the DADT repeal “denies the vast and 
crucial distinction between males and females – insisting that men 
and women are interchangeable when it comes to forming a valid, 
constructive intimate relationship.”

Oh? So the United States military is essentially blind to sex and 
gender now just because it’s no longer legal to kick gay and lesbian 
service members out? Sure, Medved. That makes total sense. 

And despite Medved’s opinion to the contrary, it certainly takes 
more than slapping two people of the opposite sex together to form 
a “constructive intimate relationship.” Goodness knows the military 
is no stranger to damaged straight folks hooking up while on duty 
(Lynndie England and Charles Graner Jr., anyone?).

But, of course, for Medved it all comes down to penises and 
vaginas. 

“If men and women are profoundly different – and both science 
and common sense tell us they are – then an all-female couple is even 
more different from an all-male couple than either homosexual bond 
differs from a heterosexual union,” Medved writes.

In other words, to quote Sesame Street, “One of these things is 
not like the other, one of these things just doesn’t belong.”

He continues, “This distinction helps explain the oft-noted quirk 
in public attitudes that sees stronger opposition and denunciation, in 
the Old Testament and elsewhere, to a physical relationship between 
two males and intimacy between two females.”

In other words, this explains why two chicks kissing in a bar 
are greeted with cheers and two guys kissing are greeted with fists.

“A physical connection between a female couple, like a physical 
connection between man and woman, is based primarily on acts 
of affection. The most common sexual practice between two men 
involves an act of aggression – inflicting more pain than pleasure for 
at least one of the parties,” he writes.

Um, okay. So when it comes to homosex, Medved prefers donut 
bumping to sword fighting because the first is sweet and soft and the 
other is hard and violent. Duh.

As far as anal sex “inflicting more pain than pleasure for at 
least one of the parties,” that doesn’t explain anal sex’s popularity 
with folks from all over the orientation spectrum. In other words, a 
lot of heterosexual folks are into butt sex. A commenter on his site 
said it best: “Michael: Read a book, buy some lube, and try some 
foreplay first.”

As Dan Savage points out on The Stranger blog, “So lesbian 
sex is okay – with Michael and with God – because lesbians don’t 
have anuses.”

The Lord, as they say, works in anatomically mysterious ways.

So the United States military is essentially 
blind to sex and gender now just 

because it’s no longer legal to kick gay 
and lesbian service members out? Sure, 

Medved. That makes total sense. 

2011 looks hopeful
Community gained more than it lost in 2010
BY LISA KEEN

1. Congress passes a 
bill to repeal ‘don’t ask, 
don’t tell.’ 

Anyone who was paying attention 
in 1993 knows what a devastating 
setback the community suffered with 
the codification of the military’s ban on 
gays. The community itself had asked 
the newly elected Democratic president, 
Bill Clinton, to end the military’s long-
standing policy banning gays from 
service. But instead, Senator Sam Nunn, 
D-Georgia, orchestrated a parade of 
testimony and innuendo to suggest that 
the mere presence of gays would violate 
the “sexual privacy” of heterosexual 
servicemembers. Not surprisingly, 56 
percent of the public opposed allowing 
“homosexuals” to serve “openly” in the 
military in 1993. In December 2010, 
only 21 percent of Americans felt that 
way. And Democratic President Barack 
Obama, using a strategy of sticks and 
carrots that sometimes angered the LGBT 
community, helped drive through passage 
of a bill that will eventually lead to a 
dismantling of the ban.

What does  that  say about 
2011? Given the shaky economy, high 
unemployment, and intense partisan 
divide in Congress, there is little 
likelihood the Obama administration 
will take on another piece of pro-LGBT 
civil rights legislation in 2011. The 
presidential election campaign of 2012 
begins in earnest now, and President 
Obama must tend to a wide variety 
of constituencies, as well as Middle 
America in general. But he has shown 
– even before repeal of DADT – that his 
administration is willing to use its power 
to adopt more LGBT-friendly regulations 
and policies that will advance the LGBT 
civil rights ball down the field.

. 

2. Federal judge 
rules Proposition 8 
unconstitutional.

U.S. District Court Chief Judge 
Vaughn Walker ruled Aug. 4 that 
California’s voter-approved constitutional 
amendment banning same-sex marriage 
violates the U.S. Constitution’s guarantee 
of equal protection and due process. The 
result came following a three-week-
long trial in San Francisco during which 
famed conservative attorney Ted Olson 
and famed liberal attorney David Boies 
mounted a comprehensive case against 
Proposition 8, which was passed in 2008. 

They showed how the initiative harmed 
gay people as a minority and was driven 
by the fear and animus of those who 
sought its passage. The participation of 
Olson and Boies has made this the most 
high-profile legal challenge in LGBT 
history. And it seems almost certain to 
bring before the U.S. Supreme Court the 
question of whether the bans in California 
and in 44 other states (by law or decree) 
are permissible. The 9th Circuit U.S. 
Court of Appeals will weigh in on the 
dispute in 2011.

What does that say about 2011? 
The appeal before the three-judge panel 
of the 9th Circuit, on Dec. 6, seemed to 
go well for opponents of Proposition 8. 
Questions from the judges seemed to 
indicate they are seriously considering 
whether Yes on 8 proponents even 
have standing to bring their appeal. But 
regardless of how they rule – on standing 
and/or on constitutional issues – their 
decision(s) will almost certainly be 
appealed to the full 9th Circuit bench 
and then, eventually to the U.S. Supreme 
Court. The composition of the current 
Supreme Court, coupled with the activist 
tendencies recently demonstrated by its 
conservatives, makes an outcome there 
completely unpredictable. A ruling on the 
constitutional issues will probably not be 
in front of the highest court until late 2011 
at the earliest, and more likely 2012. But 
a win at the 9th Circuit level – even if 
later overturned by the Supreme Court – 
would go some distance to undermine the 
political argument that Walker was just 
an “activist judge.” It would also provide 
another boost of momentum for public 
opinion to continue its journey toward 
getting used to the idea of gay couples 
obtaining marriage licenses.

3. Republicans win 
control of the House. 

History has shown that, to be 
successful at passing pro-gay legislation, 
it’s best to have a Democratic president 
and Democratic majorities in both 
houses of Congress. For two years, the 
LGBT community has experienced that 
generally supportive political climate in 
Washington. But on Nov. 2 Republicans 
won enough seats in the House to take 
over majority control starting in January 
2011. They also increased their margin in 
the Senate, from 41 seats to 47.

What does that say about 2011? 
Immediately, there will be “zero” chance 
of any pro-gay legislation passing in 
the next Congress, says Rep. Barney 
Frank and others. No movement on the 
Employment Non-Discrimination Act, 
no movement on immigration rights for 

gay couples, no movement on ending tax 
penalties for gays who provide health 
coverage to their partners or spouses 
through work. It also means the LGBT 
community must switch from an offensive 
mode in Congress to a defensive one. 
Given the largely unbroken Republican 
opposition to repeal of “don’t ask, don’t 
tell,” it would not be a surprise to see 
the new Republican chairman of the 
House Armed Services Committee, Rep. 
Buck McKeon, R-Calif., hold a hearing 
about whether DADT repeal can, in 
fact, be implemented without negative 
consequences to military readiness. 
In November, he said he would hold a 
hearing to examine the Pentagon’s report 
regarding repeal implementation. How 
far might Republicans try to leverage 
their power in the new Congress? Note 
this: The new chairman of the House 
Committee on Homeland Security just 
announced he would hold a hearing 
on the “radicalization of the American 
Muslim community.” Apparently, the 
sky’s the limit.

4. The U.S. Supreme 
Court issued two gay-
helpful decisions. 

The nation’s highest court issued 
two decisions in June that bode well for 
the LGBT community, both on cases from 
the 9th Circuit. First, in Doe v. Reed, 
it upheld a Washington State law that 
requires that petitions for putting issues 
on the ballot be made public. And second, 
in Christian Legal Society v. Martinez, 
it upheld a California college’s policy of 
banning discrimination based on sexual 
orientation in campus group membership. 
In Doe, the high court held that state laws 
requiring public disclosure of petitions 
for ballot measures protect the integrity 
of the electoral process. A group opposed 
to domestic partnerships had argued 
its petitions should be protected from 
disclosure, claiming petition signers 
would be harassed by people with a 
different view. In Christian Legal, the 
decision was of greater symbolic value 
than legal: It refused to say that religious 
beliefs always trump non-discrimination 
policies. A Christian student group at a 
public law school in San Francisco had 
claimed free exercise rights to get around 
the school’s non-discrimination policy. 

What does that say about 2011? 
As much as the Doe decision was 
helpful, it was also indecisive. Chief 
Justice John Roberts, writing for the 
8-1 majority, suggested to plaintiffs that 
they might get a better result if they 
limited their challenge to how the state 
law impacted petition signers for the 
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domestic partnership referendum specifically. 
The plaintiffs said they would, so the case is 
almost certainly going to be back, probably in 
2011. And there seems little doubt that Christian 
Legal, or some other right-wing religious 
entities, will find a way back, too. Such a group 
has a petition pending before the court now, 
challenging the city’s right to prevent them 
from mounting a ballot initiative against D.C.’s 
marriage law. 

5. Republican Scott Brown 
wins Ted Kennedy’s seat. 

Martha Coakley, Massachusetts’ pro-gay 
attorney general, was supposed to be a walk-in 
to win Democratic Senator Ted Kennedy’s seat 
in the U.S. Senate after his death. But a relatively 
unknown Republican state senator Scott Brown 
trounced her in the special election last January. 
The Boston Globe called it “one of the biggest 
upsets in Massachusetts political history,” but it 
was bigger than that. It completely changed the 
dynamics of the 111th Congress and quashed 
the “hope and change” prospects the LGBT 
community expected from the inauguration 

of Democratic President Barack Obama and a 
Democratic majority in the House and Senate. 
Brown’s election took from Democrats the 
60th vote they needed to ensure that legislation 
reached the floor of the Senate. And Republicans 
used that advantage throughout the year to 
thwart the advancement of numerous pieces of 
legislation, including a measure to repeal ‘don’t 
ask, don’t tell.’ The Senate became a quagmire 

of partisan warfare for the sake of partisan gain 
though neither side really gained much from it.

What does that say about 2011? For the 
foreseeable future, Congress is like a ship on a 
stormy sea of waves, rolling to one side and then 
the other. The LGBT community has already 
demonstrated it knows how to shift its own 
balance in order to keep that ship moving in the 

right direction. It somehow convinced Brown 
and five other Republicans to jump the GOP 
ship and join the Democrats to enable DADT 
repeal to come to the floor of the Senate and be 
passed. Strengthening those alliances, however 
temporary and issue-specific, will be important to 
defending current civil rights gains and pushing 
for others in the future.

For the foreseeable future, 
Congress is like a ship on a 

stormy sea of waves, rolling to 
one side and then the other. 

President Barack Obama signs the Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell Repeal Act of 2010 during a ceremony at the Interior Department in Washington, D.C., Dec. 22, 2010. Official 
White House Photo by Chuck Kennedy.
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location at a local church. The event 
included free snacks and drinks as well 
as a DJ spinning tunes while nearly 
1,000 protesters lined Albert Ave., a 
busy thoroughfare in East Lansing, and 
held up signs opposing the church and 
its message. 

That move brought Hoopingarner 
to the attention of East Lansing City 
Council member Nathan Triplett. 
Triplett sponsored a city resolution 
honoring Hoopingarner’s contribution 
to the positive response to the Westboro 
protest. 

But the teen is shy when it comes 
to the honors. 

“I think it was important to have 
people step up and be leaders in this 
situation,” Hoopingarner said. “But 

I think part of leadership is knowing 
you don’t have to necessarily be in the 
spotlight anymore.”

He said he is definitely an ally 
to the LGBT community, but is not 
involved in his school’s Gay Straight 
Alliance. In the hallways of the school, 
he said, anti-gay sentiments are present 
but subtle. 

He said when he sees anti-gay 
harassment, he calls it out. 

“But it’s really hard to find an 
instance where it is very blatant. It’s 
comments dropped in the middle of 
something else. It’s there but it’s really 
hard to pinpoint it sometimes. You 
don’t get people standing up in the 
hallways saying ‘God hates fags.’ It’s 
just the stereotypes...It’s something I 
struggle with.”

And while the anti-gay sentiments 
are there, he said they are not very 

present. 
“I don’t think it’s a pervasive 

thing,” he said. “I don’t think there is 
a culture of gay bashing. I think it is 
kids hearing things people say outside 
of school and it just becomes part of 
their lexicon.”

Hoopingarner said he wants to be 
a doctor working for an organization 
like Doctors Without Borders. For him, 
the goal of being a doctor, preferably 
a surgeon, is about being able to help 
someone, and see the results of his 
actions, he said. 

As for his sense of social justice, 
he’s not sure where it came from. 

“My parents said I always had a 
very strong sense of justice,” he said. 
“It really bugged me when I thought 
things weren’t right. It’s been like that 
for a while.”

® Teen justice
Continued from p. 7

BY DANA RUDOLPH

The North Carolina Supreme Court on Dec. 
20 voided the adoption by a lesbian mother of 
the child who she and her former partner, the 
biological mother, were raising together. The 
ruling jeopardizes the legality of all other such 
“second-parent adoptions” in the state.

State Senator Julia Boseman and her 
former partner, Melissa Jarrell, planned for a 
child together, and Jarrell consented to Boseman 
adopting the child in 2005, when he was almost 
three, according to court documents.

Boseman was the first out member of the 
state General Assembly but did not seek re-
election this past fall.

The couple split in 2006, and Boseman 
sought joint custody. Jarrell first tried to initiate 
a class action lawsuit to invalidate all second-
parent adoptions in the state. Under pressure 
from the American Civil Liberties Union of 
North Carolina and others, she dropped the suit.

Jarrell acknowledged in court that Boseman 
was “a very good parent” but nevertheless 
petitioned for sole custody, claiming the adoption 
should never have been granted to Boseman 
because North Carolina law does not permit 
second-parent adoptions. A trial court granted 
joint custody but did not rule on the adoption, 
which had been granted in another district. 

Jarrell first appealed to the state Court of 
Appeals, which upheld both the custody order 
and the validity of the adoption. Then, she 
appealed to the state Supreme Court, which 
upheld the lower court ruling granting Boseman 
joint custody. But a 5-2 majority overturned the 
appeals court ruling in regards to the adoption. 

The majority said the adoption granted 
to Boseman was invalid from its beginning. 
Associate Justice Paul Newby, writing for the 
majority, said state statues permit adoptions only 
if the existing parent gives up all parental rights 
or is married to the person seeking to adopt, as 
in the case of a stepparent. Because this was not 
the situation for Boseman, the adoption court 
did not have the authority to grant the adoption, 
said the majority.

Two justices dissented. Patricia Timmons-
Goodson and Robin E. Hudson said Jarrell had 

not appealed within the proper time limits. And 
Timmons-Goodson noted that state law requires 
adoptions to be final because that is in the best 
interest of minors. The law allows challenges, 
she said, only “in narrow circumstances,” none 
of which applied here.

Hudson also wrote that she felt the matter 
of the adoption court’s jurisdiction was, at most, 
“an error of law” and should not have led to a 
voiding of the adoption.

The ruling calls into question the validity 
of all other second-parent adoptions in North 
Carolina. Such adoptions have been granted in 
only two counties and impact perhaps several 
hundred families, according to Ian Palmquist, 
executive director of Equality North Carolina. 
(An exact count is impossible because most 
adoption records are sealed.)

Shannon Minter, Legal Director of the 
National Center for Lesbian Rights, said the court 
was unclear about whether existing adoptions 
are now automatically void but he believes they 
are now more vulnerable to challenge. Minter 
urged all parents who have obtained second-
parent adoptions in North Carolina to consult a 
knowledgeable family law attorney.

Greg Nevins, Supervising Senior Staff 
Attorney at Lambda Legal Defense and Education 
Fund, agreed the status of the other adoptions 
remains unclear at this point, but “at a minimum, 
(the ruling) is causing a lot of anxiety.”

Nancy Polikoff, professor of law at 
American University, said that she believes the 
ruling makes all second-parent adoptions in the 
state “void.”

“When the issue of legal parentage arises,” 

said Polikoff, “…the adoption decree will be a 
meaningless piece of paper.”

A separate North Carolina law prohibits 
unmarried couples from jointly petitioning to 
adopt a child, although gay and lesbian people 
may do so as individuals. 

A n u m b e r  o f  u l t r a - c o n s e r v a t i v e 
organizations submitted friend of the court briefs 
in support of Jarrell, including the American 
College of Pediatricians – a group of conservative 
doctors who split from the mainstream American 
Academy of Pediatrics when the latter endorsed 
adoption by gay parents.

Groups submitting briefs in support of 
Boseman included Lambda Legal, the Equality 
North Carolina Foundation, the American 
Academy of Pediatrics (North Carolina Chapter), 
the ACLU of North Carolina Legal Foundation, 
the American Psychological Association, the 
National Association of Social Workers, and 
several adoption policy centers.

Of the five justices who voted against 
the adoption, two hold leadership positions in 
churches with strong anti-gay views.

Associate Justice Edward Thomas Brady 
devotes an entire section of his official court 
biography to “Religious Convictions.” He sits 
on the Board of Directors of the Baptist State 
Convention of North Carolina, which in 2006 
voted to sever ties with churches that approve 
of homosexuality. The group has also promoted 
the work of Exodus International, a well-known 
umbrella organization of “ex-gay” groups that 
claim to offer “freedom from homosexuality 
through the power of Jesus Christ.”

Brady has also represented his church at the 
national Southern Baptist Convention (SBC), 
which believes that homosexuality is “not a valid 
alternative lifestyle,” according to its Web site.

Newby, who wrote the majority opinion, 
is an Elder, Sunday school teacher, and youth 
leader at Christ Baptist Church (CBC) in 
Raleigh, according to his court biography. CBC 
is a member of the SBC and an offshoot of 
Providence Baptist Church, which lists Beyond 
Imagination, an Exodus member ministry, among 
its local ministry partners.

Neither of the dissenting justices lists their 
religious affiliations in their court biographies.

Minter called the decision “a complete 
outlier.” Even when second-parent adoptions 
have been challenged in conservative states, such 
as Texas, he said, courts have refused to set aside 
existing adoptions.

In a similar recent case in Minnesota, an 
appeals court ruled against a woman who was 
trying to void her former partner’s second-
parent adoptions of their twins. The court said 
the partner had waited too long to challenge 
the adoptions, but did not rule on her claim that 
second-parent adoptions are unlawful.

In two other states where second-parent 
adoption was ruled illegal – Colorado and 
Connecticut – the legislature then stepped in 
to allow them. In North Carolina, however, 
Republicans have taken over the General 
Assembly and are considering a state 
constitutional amendment banning same-sex 
couples from marriage. 

“We don’t anticipate any legislation related 
to adoption to be put forward in the near term,” 
Palmquist said.

Polikoff noted that conservative groups 
like the Alliance Defense Fund “are willing to 
work on any case seeking to undo any parenting 
by a non-biological mom” but does not believe 
the attack on second-parent adoptions in North 
Carolina heralds a trend.

Nevins said that, because Boseman’s 
custody was upheld, “This won’t be much of a 
rallying cry.”

And Minter said anti-gay groups are 
unlikely to succeed with similar suits because 
“most LGBT parents have too much integrity to 
attack second-parent adoptions.”

The decision, he said, is “callously oblivious 
to the impact of its decision on children and 
families. I don’t think it will have much if any 
effect outside of the devastation it has wreaked 
in North Carolina.”

Of the five justices who voted 
against the adoption, two hold 

leadership positions in churches 
with strong anti-gay views.

N.C. ruling jeopardizes same-sex parental rights
The ruling calls into question the 
validity of all other second-parent 

adoptions in North Carolina. 
Such adoptions have been granted 

in only two counties and impact 
perhaps several hundred families.

Equality Michigan receives 
$160,000 from Arcus

Equality Michigan received a financial boost last month, thanks to a 
$160,000 grant from the Arcus Foundation.

“This grant clearly illustrates the Arcus Foundation’s continuing sup-
port for fairness and equality in our state,” said Equality Michigan Interim 
Executive Director Denise Brogan-Kator. “We shared our strategic plan 
with Arcus and I believe this grant demonstrates their confidence in that 
plan. We’re humbled and honored to receive this grant and promise to put 
that money to good and immediate use in furthering the cause for equality.” 

The grant is earmarked for the organization’s general operating fund 
and is in addition to the $500,000 grant awarded to the former Triangle 
Foundation in 2009.

“The Arcus Foundation is deeply committed to advancing social 
justice and LGBT rights in the state of Michigan, the home state of the 
Foundation. We are pleased to offer our support to Equality Michigan to 
ensure long-term sustainability of this state-wide organization working to 
promote equality and eliminate discrimination based on sexual orientation, 
gender identity and gender expression,” said Fred Davie, interim executive 
director of the Arcus Foundation.
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Out director John Cameron Mitchell on his 
big Nicole Kidman feature, ‘Rabbit Hole’

The

BY LAWRENCE FERBER

In “Rabbit Hole,” a little boy’s death tears his 
parents’ lives apart. Actor-turned-filmmaker 
John Cameron Mitchell (“Shortbus,” 

“Hedwig and the Angry Inch”) connected deeply 
with the material – adapted by David Lindsay-
Abaire from his own Pulitzer Prize-winning play 
– and won over star/producer Nicole Kidman, 
snagging his first high-profile, Hollywood feature 
directing gig. 

As close to a sure bet for an Oscar nomination 
as one can get, Kidman delivers a stunning, 
natural performance opposite an equally strong 
Aaron Eckhart. While somber in tone, the film’s 
wit-bitten dialogue, smart editing, alternating 
flashes of humor and explosive emotion, and 
excellent supporting actors – including Sandra 

Oh, Dianne Wiest and newcomer Miles Teller 
as the teenager who accidentally caused the 
child’s death – combine to make a memorable, 
compelling and entertaining new classic. 

Aside from “Rabbit Hole,” Mitchell 
recently directed a stunning online short film for 
Dior starring Marion Cotillard and Ian McKellen 
as a burlesque siren and a wheelchair-bound 
fan, respectively (he says that more spots will 
follow), and is also producing graphic novelist 
Dash Shaw’s debut animated feature. Just prior 
to a “Rabbit Hole” press conference with Kidman 
and Eckhart at New York’s Trump Soho hotel, 
Mitchell sat down for a revealing one-on-one.

When you were a teenager your 4-year-
old brother died, and you witnessed 
firsthand how that can break up a family, 

which served as a significant personal 
connection to “Rabbit Hole.” But have 
you ever experienced a loss or tragedy 
that tested an adult relationship of 
yours?

My most serious relationship was with someone 
who had a drug problem. Over many years it was 
an off and on element because he was in rehab 
at times. It was too much. It was too much for 
us. And it wasn’t just the drugs, it was other 
issues, but it was a very loving relationship and 
he passed away soon after we broke up. That 
was six years ago. 
I lost a brother when I was 14, a very different 
experience from losing a lover, but (there were) 
the same symptoms. There’s this horrible period 
right after, and guilt – rational or not, usually 
not – and then this kind of exhilaration of that 

period is over and then it comes back. So the 
last six years have been a bit of a roller coaster 
where the dips get longer and shallower as you 
go. I haven’t really talked about that much. But 
this was necessary to think about and release 
some stuff about both of them.

See Hole, page 24

Nicole Kidman in John Cameron 
Mitchell’s “Rabbit Hole.” Photo: 
Lionsgate

‘Rabbit Hole’
Opening Jan. 14

Maple Art Theatre
4135 W. Maple Road, Bloomfield Township

www.landmarktheatres.com

Hole
 Story
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Ring in the ‘Blue’ year!
Who Wants Cake? opens 2011 season with John 
Guare’s classic ‘The House of Blue Leaves’

Ronnie Shaughnessy (Vince Kelley, front) has 
a special present for the Pope and his family 
(back row, left to right: Lisa Jesswein, Dave 
Davies, Melissa Beckwith) in John Guare’s 
“The House of Blue Leaves,” playing January 
14-31 at Ferndale’s Ringwald Theatre. Photo: 
Colleen Scribner

FERNDALE – Who Wants Cake? 
kicks off the new year with a fresh look 
at John Guare’s classic dark comedy, 
“The House of Blue Leaves.” Playing 
at Ferndale’s Ringwald Theatre for an 
exclusive three-week run from Jan. 14-
31, “The House of Blue Leaves” will 
feature Detroit favorite Dave Davies and 
Lisa Jesswein (formerly of 96.3’s Blaine 
& Lisa in the Morning).

“The House of Blue Leaves” is set 
during the Pope’s 1965 visit to New York 
City, which brings the hope of answered 
prayers and a few unexpected guests to 
an apartment in Sunnyside, Queens. De-
scribed best as a farcical black comedy, 
“The House of Blue Leaves” features 
fussy nuns, a political bombing, a GI 
headed for Vietnam, a zookeeper who 
dreams of making it big in Hollywood 
as a songwriter, and his wife Bananas, a 
schizophrenic destined for the institution 
that provides the play’s title.

John Guare’s other plays include 
“Bosoms and Neglect” and “Six Degrees 
of Separation,” which received the NY 
Drama Critics Circle Award in 1991 for 

its LCT production and the Olivier Best 
Play Award in 1993, and the currently-
running “A Free Man of Color.” He also 
wrote the lyrics and co-authored the 
book for the 1972 Tony-winning Best 
Musical, “Two Gentlemen of Verona.” 
His screenplay for Louis Malle’s “Atlan-
tic City” earned him an Oscar nomina-
tion. “The House of Blue Leaves” won 
an Obie and NY Drama Critics Circle 
Award for the Best American Play of 
1970-71 and four Tonys in its 1986 
Lincoln Center revival. It is scheduled 
for another Broadway revival this spring 
starring Ben Stiller, Edie Falco and Jen-
nifer Jason Leigh.

“The House of Blue Leaves” plays 
from Jan. 14-31 and ticket prices are 
$20 on Friday and Saturday nights at 8 
p.m., $15 for 3 p.m. Sunday matinees 
and 8 p.m. Monday performances are 
half-off normal ticket price at $10 a 
ticket. Please note first Sunday matinee 
on January 16 is pay-what-you-can. The 
Ringwald Theatre is located at 22742 
Woodward Ave. in downtown Ferndale. 
Reservations may be made by phone at 

248-545-5545 or online at www.WhoW-
antsCakeTheatre.com. The box office 
opens 45 minutes before performances.  
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Winter Blast launches in February
Annual event to feature live music, family fun 
and cold-weather festivities in Detroit park
DETROIT – The Motown Winter Blast 
returns to Campus Martius Park in down-
town Detroit for the seventh consecutive 
year Feb. 11-13. The celebration of winter 
and family fun, dining and music welcomes 
several new sponsors, including the Gen-
eral Motors Foundation, Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of Michigan and GalaxE.Solutions, 
and will provide visitors with a non-stop 
lineup of winter activities. 

“Through the years, Winter Blast has 
touched the community in many ways,” said 
Jonathan Witz, event producer, in a press 
release. “The festival serves as a backdrop 
to bring people from all over metro Detroit 
and beyond to the downtown area.  It’s a 
great economic boom for the City of Detroit. 
We are also excited to announce extended 
hours as we will now open on Friday at 11 
a.m., instead of 3 p.m., thanks to the support 
of Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan.”

“The Motown Winter Blast is one of 
my favorite events and I am proud that it is 
back in Detroit for its seventh year,” said De-
troit City Council President Charles Pugh. 
“The 2011 festival will showcase the many 

great things our city has to offer not only 
during the winter months, but all year long.”

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan 
(BCBSM) will also be the title sponsor of 
snowshoeing, an activity that offers festival 
guests the opportunity to enjoy a fun, casual 
physical activity at the festival. BCBSM’s 
support of the festival will allow an earlier 
opening on Friday. There also will be a spe-
cial link on the website homepage called “Get 
Fit at Winter Blast courtesy of BCBSM” that 
will describe ways festival-goers can engage 
in exercise activities at the festival.

“Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan is 
very excited about the opportunity to bring 
this family-focused, physical activity to the 
festival,” said Andy Hetzel, vice president 
of Corporate Communications at Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of Michigan. “Our organiza-
tion is committed to building a healthier 
Michigan by supporting initiatives that get 
people moving and eating healthier.” One of 
those healthy initiatives is the opportunity 
to ice skate for free at the Campus Martius 
Park skating rink courtesy of Charter One 
Bank; and Winter Blast is the only time each 

year where Metro Detroiters can skate at no 
charge in the fabulous and fun skating rink. 

“Since its inception, Winter Blast 
has served the community in so many 
ways,” said Robert Ficano, Wayne County 
executive. “The festival is an outstanding 
way to showcase our region, support local 
businesses and help unite neighbors in a 
common cause.  Wayne County is proud 
to be home to Winter Blast.”  

Winter Blast organizers are also excit-
ed to announce new activities for the family 
and a warm weather getaway opportunity 
courtesy of Radio Disney AM 910 and the 
DMC Children’s Hospital of Michigan. 
On Feb. 12 and Feb. 13, Radio Disney 
AM 910 and DMC Children’s Hospital of 
Michigan will be inside the Meijer Family 
Tent. From the Meijer Family Stage, B.C. 
and the AM 910 Radio Disney Road Crew 
will rock out during the D-Tour, a one-hour 
high-energy show full of games, music and 
tons of prizes for the whole family.

Everyone 16 years of age and under are 
encouraged to visit the Radio Disney AM 910 

See Winter Blast, page 22
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booth to enter a drawing for a chance to win a 
family trip to attend ESPN The Weekend at Dis-
ney’s Hollywood Studios March 3–6, 2011. Also 
on Saturday and Sunday, children will be able to 
try out their Sports Casting skills live on the air.  

“The support from our new sponsors is 
a huge lift for the festival. It’s great to see 
the General Motors Foundation and Blue 
Cross Blue Shield so involved in Detroit,” 
added Witz.  “The new activities brought to 
the festival by Radio Disney AM 910 and the 
DMC Children’s Hospital of Michigan will 
truly bolster our family offerings.”

For the second consecutive year, the 
Winter Blast will partner with Matrix Human 
Services and the Grosse Pointe Rotary in support 
of “Breaking the ICE on the cycle of Poverty” 
program.  Volunteers from each organization 
will help collect nonperishable food items, new 
clothing and books at the festival gates as part of 
a special Detroit’s Winter Blast voluntary “ad-
mission fee.” All donated items will be used to 
support a massive service project that will fight 
hunger in metro Detroit. Last year, more than 
600,000 pounds of items were collected, and 
this year the festival wants to exceed that mark.  

“We are thrilled to join Motown Winter 
Blast for the second year in a row to fight hunger 
in southeast Michigan,” said Marcella Wilson, 
Ph.D., president and CEO of Matrix Human 
Services. “It is through the generosity of our 

community that we will make a difference in the 
lives of those with the greatest need.”  

Another new sponsor of the festival is 
GalaxE.Solutions, which recently moved 
into the Campus Martius Park neighborhood.  
“Downtown Detroit, Campus Martius and the 
Woodward Avenue corridor helped attract us 
to this city to build a health care IT hub,” said 
Tim Bryan, chairman and CEO of GalaxE.
Solutions. “We are proud to join our neighbors 
in ensuring this outstanding event takes place 
in 2011, attracting people to the city and one 
of the country’s finest urban parks.”

Snowmaking returns to Winter Blast with 
special snow cannons that will add to the festive, 
winter environment. The cannons will augment 
natural snow to guarantee snowshoeing and 
snow hills for children to enjoy. In addition, 
many other favorite outdoor activities from 
previous years will return, such as marshmallow 
roasting, professional and amateur ice skating 
exhibitions, and brilliantly carved and lighted 
ice sculptures. Three stages will boast more than 
50 performing musical acts. All Winter Blast 
concerts are free. The festival also will offer an 
arts and crafts area, food from 10 restaurants and 
caterers, and other entertainment.

The three-day festival will be open from 
3 p.m.–11 p.m. Feb. 11, 11 a.m.–11 p.m. Feb. 
12 and 11 a.m.–9 p.m. on Feb. 13. Originally 
created as the backdrop for Super Bowl XL, the 
festival attracted more than 75,000 people last 
year. For additional public information, visit 
www.winterblast.com or call 313-963-8418.

® Winter Blast
Continued from p. 21
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Keyshia Cole phones in 
‘Calling All Hearts.’ Plus: 
Crystal Bowersox’s debut

Keyshia Cole, ‘Calling All Hearts’

All hearts, little life is the problem 
plaguing Keyshia Cole’s stodgy fourth 
album, one rich in soulful confessionals 
but without everlasting beats. Single “I 
Ain’t Thru” is so dead on arrival – think 
of a blander Mary J. Blige – that even 
magic-making rapper Nicki Minaj, who 
can elevate just about any collaboration, 
can’t send it into survival mode. “Tired 
of Doing Me” sounds like Blige leftovers 
too, a sound Cole wisely resisted on her 
last studio album, “A Different Me,” 
which went for a sexier, dance-funk-
soul amalgam. Without that singularity 
to distinguish her from her peers, Cole’s 
the kid who’d rather fit in than stand out. 
Look to “Last Hangover,” and there’s 
super producer Timbaland. Look to 
“Thank You,” and there’s the stock song 
for the Lord. Too much of it’s forgettable, 
save for a few golden moments: “Take 
Me Away,” a snappy groove that could’ve 
easily fit on her last CD; “If I Fall in Love 
Again,” with vocal match Faith Evans; 
and “Sometimes,” a gentle softie about 
pushing on that perfectly frames her 
vulnerable voice. Singing from a real 
place that never feels filtered isn’t her 
problem. But a body needs more than a 
heart. Grade: C

Crystal Bowersox, ‘Farmer’s Daughter’

Let’s not kid ourselves: Image is everything 
on “American Idol,” the sing-off show 
Crystal Bowersox graduated from last year 
in second place with a degree in Showing 
You What’s Up. Her talent overruled her 
constantly ridiculed hippie mom look 
(no wonder the nickname Mama Sox), 
something she embraces on her debut, 
“Farmer’s Daughter,” which sounds more 
like the title of an Emmylou Harris record 
than something “Idol” birthed. But, though 
she’s from Ohio, Bowersox is a Red Dirt 
Girl through and through, cloaking all these 
rock ’n’ roll ruminations in roots music. 
She’s in her element when she’s thrashing 
her bluesy wail across charged wallops 
of drums and guitars on “Holy Toledo,” 
a blasted ballad that casts her as Melissa 
Etheridge in the making. Bowersox is on 

her way with songs like the feisty “Kiss 
Ya” and the particularly memorable title 
track, where she breaks from her abusive 
mother. But as invested as she is – her 
name’s on 10 of 12 songwriting credits, 
helping to accentuate her as an artist rather 
than simply a reality TV spawn – there’s 
a sense that she’s being stretched beyond 
her comfort zone: “Lonely Won’t Come 
Around,” easily the most radio-ready of the 
bunch with its ill-fitting KT Tunstall chirp, 
is a prime example. Let Mama Sox do her 
own thing, people. Grade: B-

Also Out

The Black 
Eyed Peas, 
‘The Beginning 
(Deluxe 
Edition)’

I gotta feeling, 
and that feeling 
is confusion: 
How could a 

band that once seemed promising turn 
into complete sellouts? The Black Eyed 
Peas’ sixth album pounds and thumps 
through 15 of the longest songs ever, 
shamelessly clubbing up a “Time of 
My Life” cover and pitching a corny 
graduation galvanizer called “Own It.” 
But their all-night carousing cuts as 
deep as a scrape, and even their greatest 
asset, Fergie, sits out in the corner. If the 
world’s as lucky as they’ve been, this is 
“The Beginning”... of the end.

ABBA, ‘Gold: 
Greatest Hits 
(Special Edition)’

Y o u ’ r e  n o t 
h u m a n  ( o r 
g a y )  i f  y o u 
don’t know the 
songs “Dancing 
Queen,” 

“Mamma Mia” and “Lay All Your Love 
on Me” – all the classics that one of the 
most iconic bands recorded throughout 
their ’70s prime. Nineteen of them wind 
up here, on the Swedes’ retrospective – 
a refined cash-in of their greatest hits 
compilation first released in 1992. This 
time, though, with a DVD of music 
videos (mostly very no-frills, except 
for a cartoon take on “Money, Money, 
Money”) that will make you feel like a, 
uh, dancing queen.

Reach Chris Azzopardi at chris@pridesource.com.

HEAR ME OUTLife By Chris Azzopardi
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You went from working with unknown 
indie actors and bohemian gender-
benders to Nicole Kidman. Strange?

Well, Nicole’s about to play a tranny in a film 
(called “The Danish Girl”). And of all the 
A-list female stars, I think of her as the most 
adventurous. It was surprising that I found myself 
on this job but she really heard how passionate 
I was when I spoke about it with her. And it 
was this instinctive thing. She’s like, “I have a 
feeling – I want to work with (writer) Lars Von 
Trier.” Kate Winslet doesn’t do that. Even Meryl 
Streep. These are brilliant actors, but when was 
the last time they threw themselves a little bit in 
the gutter the way Tilda Swinton or Nicole do? 

What difference was there between 
directing “Rabbit Hole,” which was a 
work for hire, and your previous films, 
which were auteur projects you curated 
and controlled from beginning to end? 
Was there any specific instance where 
this version of the filmmaking process 
worked out for the better?

It was the first time I didn’t have the final say, but 
it was great because it was three people, (myself 
and two producers), making the decisions. If 
there are only two people, there’s no tie-breaker 
and sometimes trouble. And we all had different 
taste. Somewhere in between we knew this was 
an audience-friendly film. We’re not necessarily 
going for the same treatment of the material. And 
it’s not “In the Bedroom” where there’s more 
schematic of going to get revenge.

I liked Miles as the teenager who 
accidentally ran over the child. So sullen 
and restrained, yet I read that he plays 
the goofy, outgoing Chris Penn character 
in the upcoming remake of “Footloose.”

He’s actually quite different from that (“Rabbit 
Hole”) character. He’s quite happy-go-lucky. 
At the wrap party he was dancing like Michael 
Jackson. He’s a really brilliant dancer.

After tons of false starts a la “Milk,” a film 
of Larry Kramer’s seminal play about the 
AIDS crisis, “The Normal Heart,” is finally 
getting made with “Glee” creator Ryan 
Murphy at the helm. In the early 1990s, 
you appeared in Kramer’s stage sequel 
to “The Normal Heart,” “The Destiny of 
Me.” Although you’re semi-retired from 
acting, would you seek any involvement 
with “The Normal Heart”?

I am semi-retired, and periodically a part makes 
me want to step out, but it has to be something 
I have to do emotionally and there are very 
few of those. Oddly, one of them was playing 
Laura Bush in a reading of Tony Kushner’s play 
about her in 2004, a brilliant one-act play. Tony 
makes me want to act. I’m gonna act again. It’s 
just timing.

® Hole
Continued from p. 19

Director John Cameron Mitchell and Nicole Kidman on the set of “Rabbit Hole.” Photo: Lionsgate

“Of all the A-list female stars, I 
think of (Nicole Kidman) as the 
most adventurous. It was surprising 
that I found myself on this job but 
she really heard how passionate I 
was when I spoke about it with her. 
And it was this instinctive thing. 
She’s like, ‘I have a feeling – I want 
to work with (writer) Lars Von 
Trier.’ Kate Winslet doesn’t do 
that. Even Meryl Streep. These are 
brilliant actors, but when was the 
last time they threw themselves 
a little bit in the gutter?” 

– John Cameron Mitchell, 

director of “Rabbit Hole”
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BY DONALD V. CALAMIA

The highest-rated series in MTV’s 
history gets spoofed when Ferndale’s Go 
Comedy! Improv Theater launches its weekly 
original comedy “Jersey Show Season 1 
(Abridged)” beginning Jan. 6. While poking 
fun at the phenomenally successful “Jersey 
Shore” might seem simple and easy to do, 
Lesley Braden-Phillips talked recently to 
Between The Lines about the highly detailed 
process she and co-creator Kathleen Lietz 
followed to craft their finely-tuned comedy 
– and what theatergoers can expect every 
Thursday night through Feb. 24!

You’re the co-author of (and one of 
10 actors in) the upcoming “Jersey 
Show - Season 1 (Abridged)” at Go 
Comedy! Are you a fan of the show 
it spoofs: “Jersey Shore”?

Well, originally I wasn’t a fan. Until this past 
year, I had no idea this culture existed. In fact, 
I purposefully avoided taking the bait for a 
long time, but one Saturday in the spring 
I found myself flipping through midday 
programming and couldn’t move past it. I 
had stumbled upon one of MTV’s signature 
marathons of Season 1 and I settled in.

At this point I’m definitely a fan. Bottom 
line, “Jersey Shore” is very entertaining 
to watch.

I’ve seen a couple of episodes, and 
quite frankly, it’s like watching a train 
wreck; you can pretty much figure 
out what’s about to happen in every 
episode – the cast is that predictable.

I agree. It is like watching a train wreck. 
Oh, and the train is covered in the green, 
white and red colors of the flag of Italy and 
a hot pink Ed Hardy graphic T-shirt - you 
know, to class it up.

There’s no doubt that the cast makes 
it easy on the post-production team by 
telegraphing the storyline of each episode. 
In fact, it’s almost formulaic when the 
purpose of every episode is to drink and 
party until something explosive happens 
between house mates. However, they 
do keep it fresh by keeping the fashions 
coming and the tans deepening.

So what’s the appeal of “Jersey 
Shore”?

For me the appeal is MTV’s default 
position as a network of...excess. Too 
much, too fast, too often...did I mention too 
much? The cast mates or stars of “Jersey 
Shore” all possess huge personalities.

That almost makes it too easy to 
spoof, then, doesn’t it?

To spoof the show you have to make it even 
bigger than it already is. That was the question: 
Can we make it much, much bigger?

So what prompted you to create 
the show?

(Co-author) Kathleen Lietz and I had been 
talking about writing a comedy or parody 
with a topic that hadn’t been broached. We 
each had a handful of shows in various 
stages of completion, but we really wanted 
to create something together from scratch. 
We have very similar taste in comedy and 
both enjoy the art of storytelling.

One day we were working out some ideas, 

and we had one of those “water cooler” 
moments where I recounted a ridiculous 
moment from Season 1 of “Jersey Shore.” 
Within minutes we were watching clips 
online, and Kathleen was hooked.

It seemed unlikely that no other improv 
theater had staged a parody of “Jersey Shore,” 
but we couldn’t find evidence of a production, 
so we started working on it immediately.

Was there a specific goal you and 
Kathleen set out for yourselves when 
you decided to create the show?

One of the goals was to create something very 
funny that anyone could enjoy. We wanted 
fans to appreciate the attention to detail we 
added with certain references and jokes, but 
we also wanted to create something that 
would act as a primer for nonfans.

Is there cultural or social statement 
you’re making with your script?

I think Americans have already made a 
social statement about “Jersey Shore” by 
making it the highest-rated series in MTV’s 
history. To use the word “escapism” seems 
too easy, and I no longer buy into the theory 
that we watch shows that make us feel more 
intelligent by comparison.

I do, however, subscribe to the belief 
that we watch shows like “Jersey Shore” 
because it’s entertaining to watch people 
live by their own rules with overt 
confidence.

Given how much source material 
you had to pull from, was the script 
ridiculously easy to put together? 
Or were there challenges you 
didn’t expect?

Great question! Kathleen and I always 
knew we wanted to create an abbreviated 
version of the first season, but we never 
expected it to be as challenging as it was. 
Kathleen would say, “You can’t write 
material this funny,” so we tried to use 
as many of the incoherent one-liners as 
possible. There is such a problem as having 
too much material to work with.  

In the beginning, we marveled at the 
ease of the task in front of us because the 
dialogue and – I use this word loosely –  
“plotlines” were already there. However to 
really start the process, we had to transcribe 
every episode word for word to see what 
we had to work with. The process was 
daunting, and we soon realized that a lot of 
what was said on the show lacked sentence 
structure and basic grammar. Solution: 
Write it that way!

So what’s the show about? What can 
we expect to see in the comedy?

The show, “Jersey Show Season 1 
(Abridged),” is just that: the entire season 

boiled down to the major highs and lows.
In addition to the eight house mates, we 

added two narrators to help navigate and 
play not only the memorable but also the 
trivial fringe characters from Season 1.

The plot – again I use that word loosely 
– takes us from the first meeting to the hook 
ups, the insults, the clubbing, the fighting 
and the making up - complete with a big 
Italian helping of hair gel, bronzer and 
Jersey fashion. The fashion is worth the 
price of admission.

Which character was the most 
difficult to cast? And why?

I added my input in the casting process, 
but ultimately Kathleen made the final 
decisions. I don’t think any one character 
was more difficult to cast than another. I 
will say that casting a show based on real 
people, especially ones with known, dare 
I say “iconic,” physical attributes is very 
challenging.

Having said that, there isn’t a thing we 
couldn’t fix with fake abs, spray tan, makeup, 
wigs, hair extensions, high heels, copious 
amounts of hair gel and great costumes.

Once you got into rehearsals, were 
there any surprises? Or changes 
you didn’t expect?

I think Kathleen and I were surprised by 
how funny it was to hear the script read 
out loud the first time, but as I mentioned, 
we went through a lot of script changes 
during rehearsals. We found out early that 
reality television doesn’t exactly translate 
well to the stage. We didn’t expect the 
script to evolve as much as it did with 
improvisation, but it did in an organic way.
The final product includes a lot of scenes 
that were improvised and then scripted.

The only surprise was finding out that no 
matter how deep you think your fake tan is, 
it still isn’t enough under stage lights. We 
really have to go crazy with the bronzer!

And what should we look out for 
when we come to Go Comedy! to 
catch the show?

Look for the larger-than-life characters 
you’ve come to love or love to hate. Come 
to laugh with the “Jersey Show” cast - and 
at them.

As they say on the “Jersey Shore,” 
“We’ve got a situation going on.”

P R E V I E W

‘Jersey Show 
Season 1 

(Abridged)’
Go Comedy! Improv Theater, 261 E. Nine 

Mile Road, Ferndale. 8 p.m. every Thursday 
through Feb. 24. $10. 248-327-0575. 

www.gocomedy.net

There’s a situation goin’ on at Go Comedy!

Lesley Braden-Phillips is the co-author and 
one of 10 stars in the original comedy “ Jersey 
Show Season 1 (Abridged)” at Go Comedy! 
Improv Theater.
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BOOKMARKSLife  by Richard Labonte

Happenings For expanded listings, visit www.pridesource.com

OUTINGS
Thursday, Jan. 6
Euchre Tournament, 7 p.m. Euchre 
tournament fundraiser to benefit Out Loud 
Chorus, Washtenaw County’s original LGBT 
chorus. $10 entry, cash prizes. Out Loud 
Chorus, 1950 S. Industrial Hwy. , Ann 
Arbor. 734-973-6084.  outloudchorus@
gmail.com. www.olconline.org.

Friday, Jan. 7
Bisexual Peer Group, 7 p.m. Bisexual 
social group. All are welcome. 319 
Braun Court, Ann Arbor. 734-678-2478.  
BiPrideAnnArbor@gmail.com. http://
groups.google.com/group/semibi.

Womyn’s Film Night, 7 p.m. Film: “The 
Brave One.” Oscar winner Jodie Foster 
stars in this dramatic thriller as Erica Bain, 
a New York City radio host who decides 
to take the law into her own hands after 
losing her fiance in a brutal Central Park 
attack. With a determined cop (Terrence 
Howard) hot on her trail, Erica hunts down 
the assailants one by one, seeking her 
own brand of justice. Affirmations, 290 W. 
Nine Mile Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105. 
www.goaffirmations.org.

Saturday, Jan. 8
Free mammograms, 9 a.m. St. Joseph 
Mercy Oakland will be offering free 
mammograms to those who reside in 
Oakland County, have no health insurance 
or are underinsured, and are older or 
have a palpable mass. St. Joseph Mercy 
Oakland, 44405 Woodward Ave., Pontiac. 
248-858-6662. pressh@trinity-health.org.

Sunday, Jan. 9
Anti Bullying Summit, 1 p.m. A 
county-wide Summit on intervention and 
prevention strategies to address bullying 
in Washtenaw County and area schools. 
Jay Kaplan, staff attorney for the ACLU 
of Michigan’s LGBT Legal Project, will 
make opening comments. The Rev. Joe 
Summers, Vicar of Ann Arbor’s Episcopal 
Church of the Incarnation, will facilitate 
the meeting. Jim Toy Community Center, 
1432 Washtenaw Ave., Ann Arbor. 734-
763-4186. spectrumcenter.umich.edu.

Monday, Jan. 10
Doin’ it for 40 Years, Spectrum Center 
40th Anniversary Kickoff, 6 p.m. The 
Spectrum Center will kick off Doin’ it for 
40 Years, a year-long celebration of 40 
years of LGBT activism, with a birthday 
party. Live music, student-created art 

work, catering by University Catering 
and birthday cake. Spectrum Center, 
525 S. State St., Ann Arbor. 734-763-
4186.  spectrumcenter@umich.edu. 
spectrumcenter.umich.edu.

Wednesday, Jan. 12
TransCend, 6:30 p.m. Open to persons 
18 and older. Younger are welcome 
with parent or guardian’s permission. 
Kalamazoo Gay Lesbian Resource Center, 
629 Pioneer Street, Kalamazoo. 269-
349-4234. kglrc.org

Thursday, Jan. 13
The Caregiver Support Group, 6 p.m. For 
more information please call or E-mail. 
Kalamazoo Gay Lesbian Resource Center, 
629 Pioneer Street, Kalamazoo. 269-
349-4234. tracy@kglrc.org kglrc.org

Meet ‘n’ Greet, 7 p.m. A meeting for LGBT 
and allied people ages 18-33 for dinner, 
drinks and conversation. 222 E. Nine Mile 
Road, Ferndale. www.the20somethings.
org.

Friday, Jan. 14
Living Positive, 6:30 p.m. A documentary 
and dialogue on women living with 
HIV. RSVP by phone. Michigan Woman 
and AIDS Committee, 24760 W. Seven 
Mile Road, Detroit. 313-876-0980.  
robersonan@detroitmi.gov.

Womyn’s Film Night, 7 p.m. Film: 
“Guardians of the Frontier.” College 
students Alja (Tanja Potocnik), Simona 
(Iva Krajnc) and Zana (Pia Zemljic) go on 
a canoe trip down the Kolpa River in this 
edgy thriller billed as a female version of 
“Deliverance.”  Affirmations, 290 W. Nine 
Mile Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105.   
www.goaffirmations.org.

Saturday, Jan. 15
Pancake Breakfast, 10 a.m. Breakfast 
followed by AA meeting with open 
speaker. Cost: $8. Together We Can, 2441 
Pinecrest, Ferndale. twc@twcdetroit.com. 
www.twcdetroit.com. 

Hepatitis A and B vaccinations, 11 a.m. 
In partnership with ACCESS. Free, with HIV 
testing also available. Affirmations, 290 W. 
Nine Mile Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105.   
www.goaffirmations.org

Partnerships in Parenting, 1 p.m. 
Promoting the importance of relationsip 
and family development for LGBTQ 
parents and their children. Seeking to 
build a stronger connection between 
parents and children through social 
networking and community outreach. 
Affirmations, 290 W. Nine Mile Road, 
Ferndale. 734-574-5953. ky.intimates@
gmail.com. www.goaffirmations.org.

Sunday, Jan. 16
PFLAG, 1 p.m. “Support Group Meeting” 
Chris Armstrong, Student Body Assembly 
president at U-M, will speak. St. Andrews 
Episcopal Church, 306 N. Division at 
Catherine Street, Ann Arbor. 734-641-
0659. www.pflagaa.org.

Tuesday, Jan. 18
Transgender Partner Support Group, 
6 p.m. A support group for partners of 
transgender people. Kalamazoo Gay 
Lesbian Resource Center, 629 Pioneer St., 
Kalamazoo. 269-349-4234. kglrc.org 

Friday, Jan. 21
Womyn’s Film Night, 7 p.m. “Gaudi 
Afternoon.” Cassandra, a solitary writer 
in Barcelona (a U.S. ex-pat) gets a call for 
help from a stranger - a stylish woman 
named Frankie- who wants Cassandra 
to find her husband. Affirmations, 290 W. 
Nine Mile Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105. 
www.goaffirmations.org.

Saturday, Jan. 22
Metro Detroit LGBT Softball League 
Party, 8 p.m. Softball League’s party, 
open to all. No Cover. Karaoke, drink 
specials and food. 22628 Woodward Ave., 
Ferndale. 586-945-4029. cchwarren@
aol.com mdsl.org

Thursday, Jan. 27
Organize! Organize! Organize, 12 p.m. 
There is no movement without organizing. 
Those who want change have to bring 
others together others who experience 
similar conditions and share their desires 
for a different world. Grand Valley State 
University LGBT Resource Center, 1 
Campus Drive, Allendale. 616-331-2530. 
lgbtcenter@gvsu.edu

Friday, Jan. 28
Womyn’s Film Night, 7 p.m. “Desi’s 
Looking for a New Girl.” When Desi’s lover 
moves out of their apartment after falling 
for another woman, heartbroken Desi 
can’t make a connection with any woman 
she meets. Affirmations, 290 W. Nine Mile 
Road, Ferndale. 248-398-7105. www.
goaffirmations.org.

MUSIC & 
MORE
CLASSICAL
Flint Symphony Orchestra “From the 
Eternal City.” Performing works by Corelli, 
Verdi and Mahler. Tickets: $8-55. The 
Whiting, 1241 E. Kearsley, Flint. 8 p.m. 
Jan. 29.  810-238-1350. www.thefim.org.

UMMA “Kafka Fragments.” Professors 
Freda Herseth, mezzo-soprano and 
Andrew Jennings, violin, present one of 
the 20th century’s most powerful and 
challenging modernist chamber works, 
György Kurtá’s 1986 Kafka Fragments. 
Apse, 525 S. State St., Ann Arbor. 8 p.m. 
Jan. 22.  734-763-UMMA. www.umma.
umich.edu.

The Whiting “Moscow Festival Ballet: 
Swan Lake.” Ticket prices: $17-$39. The 
Whiting, 1241 E. Kearsley, Flint. 8 p.m. 
Jan. 15.  810-237-7333. TheWhiting.com.

“Sal Mineo,” by Michael Gregg Michaud. Crown 
Archetype, 424 pages, $25.99 hardcover.

He debuted on Broadway at age 11, burst onto 
the Hollywood scene as James Dean’s sloe-eyed 
buddy in “Rebel Without a Cause,” garnered two 
Academy Awards by age 22, and drew hordes 
of screaming girls, and a few boys, to his early 
movie premieres. But life was mostly downhill 
for Sal Mineo after that – before his death, he 
was reduced to performing in dinner theater. 
Michaud’s meticulously researched (and first 
definitive) biography of a boy actor unable to 
move beyond adolescent typecasting is peppered 
with anecdotes about and insight from some of 
the stars who knew him, among them Yul Bryn-
ner, Natalie Wood, the late Dennis Hopper, Janet 
Leigh and even teenybopper faves David Cas-
sidy and Bobby Sherman (with whom Mineo had 
a fling). But for much of the story, particularly 
those detailing the last decade of the young star’s 
life, Michaud relies on the memories of actor 
Courtney Burr, the man Mineo left Jill Haworth 
for. Burr’s candor about their ups and down, both 
personally and creatively, invests this riveting 
biography with unusual intimacy. 

“Farewell My Concubine,” by Helen Hok-Sze 
Leung, 132 pages; “Fire” by Shohini Ghosh, 178 
pages; “Montreal Main” by Thomas Waugh and 
Jason Garrison, 272 pages. Arsenal Pulp Press, 
$14.95 each, paper.

With books scheduled into 2015 (studies of 
“Scorpio Rising,” “Forbidden Love: The 
Unashamed Stories of Lesbian Lives” and 
“Manila by Night”) Arsenal Pulp Press’s Queer 

Film Classic series has established itself as the 
premiere source of critical acumen about queer 
film. This year’s titles – three inaugurated the 
series in 2009 – combine scholarship with 
cultural context, assessing the films some-
times almost scene-by-scene and always with 
an eye as to what makes the movies relevant 
both historically and contemporaneously. The 
studies all begin with a synopsis and cast and 
crew credits and include a generous sprinkling 
of movie stills; after that, series editors Waugh 
and Matthew Hays allow the authors to set their 
own course, flexibility that nimbly sidesteps 
a cookie-cutter approach. Of the three films 

considered, the one that would be most contro-
versial today is Frank Vitale’s 1974 Canadian 
low-budget feature, “Montreal Main,” “about 
a love relationship between a 12-year-old 
boy and a 25-year-old man in which the kid 
gradually appropriates the entire narrative” – a 
theme which, though understated in the film, 
the authors conclude is probably taboo today. 

“Let’s Get This Straight: The Ultimate Handbook 
for Youth with LGBT Parents,” by Tina Fakhrid-
Deen with COLAGE. Seal Press, $15 paper.

It’s not just queer kids who are bullied at school. 
Kids with queer parents are often targeted by 
verbal and physical abuse too, a truth addressed 
with teen-level eloquence and a powerful mix 
of wisdom and wit in this invaluable resource. 
Fakhrid-Deen, daughter of a lesbian mom, col-
laborated with COLAGE (Children of Lesbians 
and Gays Everywhere) to develop a combina-
tion of question-and-answer sections (“Is ho-
mosexuality a sin?”); offer the voices of teens 
themselves (“Stay strong and try not to care what 
others think,” says 13-year-old Keith); suggest 
strategies for disarming abusers (“Clueless ques-
tion: Are your parents really lesbians? Clever 
response: No, they just like the attention”); and 
even quizzes – depending on answers about 
having LGBTQ parents, kids are “in the closet 
peeking out,” with “one foot in, one foot out,” 
or, for the best score, rewarded with, “honey, 
closets are for clothes.” The topic of coping with 
the senseless stigma of queer parents is a serious 
one; this handbook, aimed at children ages 10 to 
18, handles it with stylish good sense. 

 “Caesar’s Fall,” 
by Dorien Grey. 
Zumaya Boundless, 
242 pages, $14.99 
paper.

A cat (and more re-
cently, a dog) is the 
sleuthing sidekick in 
Rita Mae Brown’s 
many mysteries. For 
Dorien Grey, detect-
ing direction comes 
from a ghost – and 

it’s a rather more elegant gimmick. The ethe-
real presence, John, cropped up as a victim in 
the first of Grey’s Elliott Smith series; in this 
third book, he hovers on the edge of Elliott’s 
consciousness, providing a bridge between 
the worlds of the living and the dead – in this 
case, of Elliott’s condo neighbor Bruno Caesar, 
made suddenly wealthy by lottery winnings 
and then tossed off his fortieth-floor balcony 
by person or persons unknown. Elliott – by 
day a socially conscious developer of dilapi-
dated Chicago buildings – narrows the cast of 
potential killers down while developing his 
relationship with boyfriend Steve, a subplot to 
the main story that makes this novel as much 
sweet romance as well-plotted mystery. The 
several suspects include Caesar’s sleazy busi-
ness partner, his greedy ne’er-do-well nephew 
and his money manager – and Grey keeps the 
reader guessing almost to the end. 

Featured 
Excerpt

Sal had an 
insatiable sex 
appetite. “We 
were physically op-
posite,” Courtney 
explained, “but 
we were com-
pletely compatible 
sexually. We’d 
go at it for the 
longest time, take 

a 20-minute break, and do it again. When we 
had the chance, we’d do it all day. I discovered 
his fetish for navels. He loved mine. And he had 
a strange recurring dream that he was being 
chased and then stabbed in the navel. (He) was 
attracted to young blond guys, especially in 
white jockey shorts. That’s all it took to really 
get him going.”

-from “Sal Mineo,” by Michael Gregg Michaud

EDITOR’S PICK
This Monday, Jan. 10, The University of 
Michigan’s Spectrum Center, a resource 
center focused on sexual orientation, gender 
identity and gender expression, will cel-
ebrate their 40th anniversary. The celebra-
tion, “Doin’ it for 40 Years,” will be held in 
the University’s Museum of Art beginning at 
6 p.m. and will include live music, artwork, 
catering and a very special birthday cake for 
the center.
In addition to celebrating the center’s 40th anni-
versary, they’ll also host the Midwest Bisexual, 
Lesbian, Gay, Transgender, Ally College Con-
ference, the largest student-led conference in the 
nation, the last weekend in February.
For more information, call the Spectrum 
Center at 734-763-4186 or check out spec-
trumcenter.umich.edu.
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The Whiting “Colin Mochrie & Brad 
Sherwood.” Ticket prices: $25-$50. The 
Whiting, 1241 E. Kearsley, Flint. 8 p.m. 
Jan. 22.  8102377333. TheWhiting.com.

CONCERTS
Motor City Casino “Macy Gray.” Tickets 
$35-$50. Motor City Casino’s Sound 
Board, 2901 Grand River Ave., Detroit. 
8 p.m. Jan. 28.  866-752-9622. www.
motorcitycasino.com.

Olympia Entertainment “New Jack 
Swing.” Starring Heads of State, En 
Vogue, Tony! Toni! Tone!, Sisters With 
Voices. Tickets $49-79. Fox Theater, 2211 
Woodward, Detroit. 8 p.m. Jan. 29. 313-
471-6611. www.olympiaentertainment.
com.

Palmer Woods Association & Creative 
Arts Collective “Palmer Woods Music 
in Homes: Mardi Gras Celebration with 
Ron Kischuk’s Tartarsauce Jazz Band.” 
New Orleans sounds and Creole tastes 
in one of Palmer Woods most palatial 
homes. Tickets: $35. A mansion, castle 
or cool home in Detroit’s Historic Palmer 
Woods, North of Seven Mile and west of 
Woodward. Address provided with ticket 
purchase, Detroit. 8 p.m. Jan. 29.  313-
891-2514. palmerwoods.org.

The Majestic “Authority Zero.” A punk-
rock band from Mesa, Ariz., with reggae 
and Spanish/Portuguese influences, 
formed in 1994. Tickets: $12. Magic Stick, 
4120 Woodward Ave., Detroit. 8 p.m. Jan. 
9.  313-833-9700. majesticdetroit.com.

Olympia Entertainment “Rain.” A tribute 
to the Beatles, part of the My Foxtown 
Theater Series. Tickets: $30-75. Fox 
Theatre, 2211 Woodward Ave., Detroit. 7 
p.m. March 7; 8 p.m. Jan. 21; 8 p.m. Jan. 
22. www.ticketmaster.com.

The Whitney “Kimberly Fairchild Live 
@ The Whitney.” Sexy, sassy Detroit 
diva entertains a diverse crowd with 
eclectic song selections in one of Detroit’s 
most beloved historical landmarks. 
The Ghost Bar, 4421 Woodward Ave., 
Detroit. Oct. 15 - Jan. 28. 313-832-5700. 
kimberlyfairchild.com.

DANCE
Eisenhower Dance Ensemble 
“NewDANCEfest IX.” An evening of 
contemporary dance. Tickets $8-$16. 
Troy Center for the Performing Arts, 4777 
Northfield Parkway, Troy. 7:30 p.m. Jan. 
14. 248-559-2095. www.ede-dance.org.

FESTIVALS
City of Ferndale “Ferndale Blues 
Festival.” 100 percent of proceeds go to 
charity. Various locations in Ferndale. Jan. 
28 - Feb. 5. www.ferndalebluesfestival.
org.

FILM & VIDEO
Michigan Theater “Sesame Street 
Presents Follow That Bird.” Part of the 
Family-Friendly Film Series. Tickets: 
$9 adults, free for kids 12 and under. 
Michigan Theater, 603 E. Liberty, Ann 
Arbor. 1:30 p.m. Jan. 9. www.michtheater.
org.

Olympia Entertainment “Our Vietnam 
Generation.” They fought on a battlefield 
as brutal as any other and more deadly 
than most wars in the history of the 
U.S. The only difference: these veterans 
fought at a time when the U.S. was deeply 
divided on one of the most opposed wars 
in history, the Vietnam War. Tickets $25-
35 Fox Theater, 2211 Woodward, Detroit. 
7:30 p.m. Jan. 28. 313-471-6611. www.
olympiaentertainment.com. 

Sundance Film Festival U.S.A. 
“Sundance Film Festival Encore.” 
Nine filmmakers and their films will 
be dispatched from Park City to cities 
across America, providing audiences the 
opportunity to experience screenings 
direct from the Festival in their hometown 
art houses and to engage in live 
conversation with festival artists. Tickets: 
$15. Michigan Theater, 603 E. Liberty St., 
Ann Arbor. 8 p.m. Jan. 27. 734-668-TIME. 
http://michtheater.org.

OTHER
Decisive Magazine “15th Annual Urban 
Wheel Awards.” The 2011 Urban Wheel 
Awards event celebrates 15 years of 
emerging diversity in the automotive 
industry. Tickets: $266.75. Motor City 
Casino’s Sound Board, 2901 Grand 
River Ave., Detroit. 5 p.m. Jan. 9. www.
decisivemagazine.com.

Detroit Derby Girls “Detroit Derby Girls.” 
Tickets: $15-20. Cobo Arena, 301 Civic 
Center Drive, Detroit. Dec. 18 - April 16. 
313-471-6606. www.detroitderbygirls.
com.

Alzheimer’s Association and 
Affirmations “Caring Caregiver” 
A support group for anyone who is 
caring for someone with Alzheimer’s or 
dementia. This group is open to family, 
friends, spouses and partners. Everyone is 
welcome! Affirmations, 290 W. Nine Mile 
Road, Ferndale. Nov. 17 - April 27. 248-
398-7105. goaffirmations.org

SHOWS
North American International Auto 
Show “North American International Auto 
Show.” Experience the next generation of 
transportation at the 2011 North American 
International Auto Show. See more than 
500 vehicles on display, representing the 
most innovative designs in the world and 
experience North America’s largest and 
most prestigious automotive showcase. 
Tickets: $6-$12. Cobo Center, One 
Washington Blvd., Detroit. Jan. 15-23. 
313-877-8777. www.naias.com.

THEATER
CIVIC/COMMUNITY THEATER
Ain’t Misbehavin’ $18-$22. Kalamazoo 
Civic Theatre at Parish Theatre, 426 S. 
Park St., Kalamazoo. Jan. 14 - 30. 269-
343-1313. www.kazoocivic.com

Almost, Maine $14. Riverwalk Theatre, 
228 Museum Dr., Lansing. Jan. 13 - 23. 
517-482-5700. www.riverwalktheatre.
com

Perfect Score Free; donations are 
welcome. Center Stage Jackson at The 
Bon Ton Room, 3017 Wildwood Ave., 
Jackson. Jan. 7 - 8. 517-787-6733. www.
centerstagejackson.org

See How They Run $15. Players Guild of 
Dearborn, 21730 Madison St., Dearborn. 
Jan. 14 - 30. 313-561-TKTS. www.
playersguildofdearborn.org

Wait Until Dark $16-$18. Stagecrafters 
at Baldwin Theatre, 415 S. Lafayette Ave., 
Royal Oak. Jan. 14 - 30. 248-541-6430. 
www.stagecrafters.org

PROFESSIONAL
3 Guys, 1 Jar A Late Night show. $10. 
Planet Ant Theatre, 2357 Caniff St., 
Hamtramck. Jan. 7 - 22. 313-365-4948. 
www.planetant.com

A Lesson Before Dying $17-$20. Detroit 
Repertory Theatre, 13103 Woodrow 
Wilson, Detroit. Jan. 13 - March 20. 313-
868-1347. www.detroitreptheatre.com

An Evening of Broadway Flops: 
Moments of Legendary Badness $10 
in advance; $13 at the door (cash or 
check only). The New Theatre Project 
at Sava’s, 216 S. State St., Ann Arbor. 
8 p.m. Jan. 9. 734-645-9776. www.
thenewtheatreproject.org

Delusion $18 and above. University 
Musical Society at Power Center for the 
Performing Arts, 121 Fletcher St., Ann 
Arbor. Jan. 14 - 15. 734-764-2538. www.
ums.org

Fridays and Saturdays at Go Comedy! 
$5-$15; “Dark matter” free. Go Comedy! 
Improv Theater, 261 E. Nine Mile Rd., 
Ferndale. 248-327-0575. www.gocomedy.
net

Guys On Ice $28-$30. Tipping Point 
Theatre, 361 E. Cady St., Northville. 
Through Jan. 15. 248-347-0003. www.
tippingpointtheatre.com

Improv at the Point $15. Tipping Point 
Theatre, 361 E. Cady St., Northville. 
7 p.m. Jan. 9. 248-347-0003. www.
tippingpointtheatre.com

In The Heights $27.50 and above. 
Broadway Grand Rapids, DeVos 
Performance Hall, 303 Monroe Ave. NW, 
Grand Rapids. Jan. 4 - 9. 1-800-745-
3000. www.ticketmaster.com

Jersey Show Season 1 (Abridged) Every 
Thursday. $10. Go Comedy! Improv 
Theater, 261 E. 9 Mile Rd., Ferndale. 
Jan. 6 - Feb. 24. 248-327-0575. www.
gocomedy.net

My Mother’s Italian, My Father’s Jewish 
& I’m in Therapy $30-$35; dinner & 
show packages $79.95-$89.95. Andiamo 
Novi Theatre, 42705 Grand River Ave., 
Novi. Jan. 5 - 23. 248-348-4448. www.
andiamoitalia.com/novi

Of Mice and Men Plays in rotating 
repertory. $25 - $30. Hilberry Theatre, 
4743 Cass Ave., Detroit. Through Feb. 5. 
313-577-2972. www.wsushows.com

Put the Nuns in Charge $18-$24. 
Stormfield Theatre, 201 Morgan Lane, 
Lansing. Jan. 13 - 23. 517-372-0945. 
www.stormfieldtheatre.org

Richard III Plays in rotating repertory. 
$25-$30. Hilberry Theatre, 4743 Cass 
Ave., Detroit. Through Feb. 25. 313-577-
2972. www.hilberry.com

Sundays at Go Comedy! $5-$7. Go 
Comedy! Improv Theater, 261 E. Nine 
Mile Rd., Ferndale. 248-327-0575. www.
gocomedy.net

t&a. $7-$10. Crawlspace Theatre 
Productions at Farmers Alley Theatre, 221 
Farmers Alley, Kalamazoo. Jan. 7 - 8. 269-
599-7390. www.crawlspacetheatre.com

The 39 Steps Previews Jan. 5-7 ($24-
$30). $30-$39. Meadow Brook Theatre, 
2200 N. Squirrel Rd., Rochester. Jan. 5 
- 30. 248-377-3300. www.mbtheatre.com

The Agony & The Agony $18. Magenta 
Giraffe Theatre Company at 1515 
Broadway, 1515 Broadway St., Detroit. 
Jan. 14 - Feb. 5. 313-408-7269. www.
magentagiraffe.org

The House of Blue Leaves $10-$20. Who 
Wants Cake? Theatre at The Ringwald 
Theatre, 22742 Woodward Ave., Ferndale. 
Jan. 14 - 31. 248-545-5545. www.
whowantscaketheatre.com

The Merry Wives of Windsor $12. 
Pigeon Creek Shakespeare Company 
at Dog Story Theater, 7 Jefferson Ave. 
SE , Grand Rapids. Jan. 6 - 16. www.
dogstorytheater.com

The Mix New Reading Series Every 
Monday evening through the end of 
January. A different new play will be read 
every week. $1 to $6. The New Theatre 
Project at The Mix, 130 W. Michigan 
Ave., Ypsilanti. Jan. 3 - 31. www.
thenewtheatreproject.org

The Problem of Cell 13 $14 opening 
night; $16 all others. Broadway Onstage 
Live Theatre, 21517 Kelly Rd., Eastpointe. 
Jan. 7 - Feb. 5. 586-771-6333. www.
broadwayonstage.com

The War Since Eve Previews Jan. 13-16 
& 20 ($10-$32). $25-$41. Performance 
Network Theatre,  120 E. Huron St., Ann 
Arbor. Jan. 13 - Feb. 13. 734-663-0681. 
www.performancenetwork.org

Thursdays at Go Comedy! $5-$10. Go 
Comedy! Improv Theater, 261 E. Nine Mile 
Rd., Ferndale. Through Jan. 27. 248-327-
0575. www.gocomedy.net

Tweet Surrender $10. Crawlspace 
Eviction at Farmers Alley Theatre, 221 
Farmers Alley, Kalamazoo. Jan. 14 - 15. 
269-599-7390. www.crawlspacetheatre.
com

Wednesdays at Go Comedy! $5-$7. 
Go Comedy! Improv Theater, 261 E. Nine 
Mile Rd., Ferndale. 248-327-0575. www.
gocomedy.net

AUDITIONS & CLASSES
ANN ARBOR CIVIC THEATRE’S JUNIOR 
THEATRE – auditions for “James and the 
Giant Peach,” Jan. 11-12, 734-971-2228; 
FARMINGTON PLAYERS – auditions for 
“The Producers,” Jan. 9, 248-553-4506; 
KALAMAZOO CIVIC YOUTH THEATRE – 
auditions for “Lyle The Crocodile,” Jan. 
23-24, 269-343-2280.

ART ’N’ 
AROUND
Ann Arbor Art Center “Moving Ground” 
features the works of fiber artist Lois 
Bryant and photographer/sculptor John 
Cynar who explore the parallels of man-
made and naturally occurring patterns. 
An opening reception, which is free 
and open to the public, will be held on 
Friday, Jan. 14 from 6-8 p.m. Ann Arbor 
Art Center, 117 W. Liberty St., Ann Arbor. 
Jan. 14 - Feb. 6. 734-994-8004. http://
annarborartcenter.org.

Detroit Institute of Arts “An Intuitive 
Eye: Andre Kertesz Photographs, 
1914-1969” This exhibition celebrates 
the photographic achievements of 
Andre Kertesz (1894-1985), whose 
groundbreaking work achieved a delicate 
balance between technical perfection 
and lyrical beauty. Kertesz originated 
a style that combined the “snapshot” 
compositions of photojournalism with 
the aesthetic sensibilities of early 20th-
century modernism, which is evident in 
the more than 70 works on view. Detroit 
Institute of Arts, 5200 Woodward Ave., 
Detroit. Nov. 24 - April 10.  313-833-7900. 
www.dia.org.

Falun Dafa Asso./Oriental Culture 
Asso. “Shen Yun Performing Arts” 
Spectacular visuals take you to another 
world, with blossoming landscapes and 
celestial palaces appearing on beautiful 
animated backdrops. The Shen Yun 
orchestra meanwhile performs all-original 
compositions while combining classical 
Western and Chinese. Opera House, 
Detroit. 6:30 p.m. Jan. 20. 888-880-4110. 
www.detshows.com.

Grand Rapids Art Museum “Diana, A 
Celebration” An exhibit with personal 
objects of Princess Diana, including 
dresses, home movies and more. 
Tickets: $20 adults, $18 seniors and 
college students, $15 youth. Grand 
Rapids Art Museum, 101 Monroe Center, 
Grand Rapids. Nov. 9 - Feb. 16. www.
artmuseumgr.org.

Lawrence Street Gallery “The Best of 
2010.” Twelve prize-winning artists from 
the Gallery’s four annual juried shows 
(printmaking, figurative, photography and 
small works) will be given space to exhibit 
a larger selection of their work. Lawrence 
Street Gallery, 22620 Woodward, Ferndale. 
Jan. 12 - Jan. 28. 248-544-0394. www.
lawrencestreetgallery.com.

Marshall M. Fredericks Sculpture 
Museum “Artists Portray Artists” An 
exhibition of 35 portraits and self-
portraits. Marshall M. Fredericks Sculpture 
Museum, 7400 Bay Road, Saginaw. 
Oct. 1 - Jan. 29. 989-964-7096. www.
marshallfredericks.org.

Metro Detroit LGBT Softball League 
“MDSL Softball Party” MDSL throws its 
monthly party. Come out and support 
the only LGBT softball league in the 
state of Michigan and maybe join a team 
yourself. Everyone is welcome to attend 
and Sneakers Pub in Ferndale, 22628 
Woodward Ave., Ferndale. 7 p.m. Jan. 22.  
586-945-4029. www.mdsl.org.

Midweek Meditation Group “Midweek 
Meditation Group” Local folks of all ages, 
backgrounds and traditions. A half-hour 
guided meditation at 6 followed by a 
short break, and then a half-hour silent, 
seated meditation at 7. All are welcome, 
whether you are a beginner or advanced 
practitioner. $3 donation per person 
is suggested. The Dharma Room, 195 
W. Nine Mile, Suite 106, Ferndale. Nov. 
3 - April 27.  248-547-2987. http://www.
meetup.com/Midweek-Meditation-Group.

Sherry Washington Gallery “‘Free 
Radicals,’ paintings by Senghor Reid,  
Sherry Washington Gallery, 1274 Library 
St., Detroit. Nov. 20 - Jan. 22. 313-961-
4500. www.sherrywashingtongallery.com.

The Henry Ford “George Washington 
Carver” An exhibit celebrating the work 
and life of the extraordinary American. 
Admission: $15 adults, $14 seniors, $11 
youth. The Henry Ford Museum, 20900 
Oakwood, Dearborn. Nov. 1 - Feb. 27.  
313-982-6001. www.thehenryford.org.

Toledo Museum of Art “Voices That 
Taught Me How to Sing” Two- and three-
dimensional works by Ohio artist Aminah 
Robinson. Toledo Museum of Art, 2445 
Monroe Street, Toledo. Nov. 19 - Feb. 27. 
419-255-8000. www.toledomuseum.org

UMMA “Artist Talk: Mai-Thu Perret” 
Artist Mai-Thu Perret will discuss her 
UMMA exhibition, An Ideal for Living, 
which presents works that span the 
artist’s career and are part of an ongoing 
narrative reflected in “found” fragments 
of text as well as objects by residents of a 
feminist utopian commune. Helmut Stern 
Auditorium, 525 S. State St., Ann Arbor. 
7 p.m. Jan. 19.  734-763-UMMA. www.
umma.umich.edu.

UMMA “Mai-Thu Perret: An Ideal for 
Living” The first large scale North 
American survey exhibition of the 
contemporary Swiss artist (born 1976 
in Geneva). Synthesizing a range of 
media and genres-including painting and 
sculpture, but also literature, design, craft, 
film, and performance-Perret mines the 
formal vocabulary and political aspirations 
of modernism. UMMA, 525 S. State St., 
Ann Arbor. Dec. 18 - March 13. 734-763-
UMMA. www.umma.umich.edu.

University of Michigan Museum of Art 
“Simon Dybbroe Moller” Sculptures and 
other works by the Danish-born artist. 
University of Michigan Museum of Art, 525 
S. State, Ann Arbor. Nov. 6 - Jan. 30.  734-
763-UMMA. www.umma.umich.edu.

Happenings For expanded listings, visit www.pridesource.com

EDITOR’S PICK
No need to stay outside in the cold this Jan-
uary if you want to get chilled; Stagecraft-
ers’ theatrical thriller, “Wait Until Dark,” 
can do the job. The show runs Jan. 14-30 
at the Baldwin Theatre, 415 S. Lafayette in 
downtown Royal Oak.
Set in 1960s Greenwich Village, Susy 
Hendrix is a housewife who has recently 
become blind from an accident. After a busi-
ness trip, her husband Sam brings home a 
doll as a favor to a woman. Sam is unaware 
that the woman is now dead, and that the 
doll contains a hefty stash of drugs. Con-
men are searching for the doll and will go 
to any lengths to retrieve it – even murder. 
When Sam leaves the apartment, so begins 
the well-crafted game of cat-and-mouse.
Advance tickets for performances are $16 
and $18. Stagecrafters is offering a special 

of four tickets for $50 for the Thursday 
night performances. Tickets may be pur-
chased by phone at 248-541-6430 using 
Visa and MasterCard.
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Got problems?   Send letters to: “Dear Jody,” C/O 
Between The Lines, 11920 Farmington Road, Livonia, 
MI 48150. E-mail her at DearJodyValley@hotmail.com

DEAR JODYRear View

Once a cheater, always 
a cheater?

Q: I have a problem and I’m not sure what to do 
about it. First, let me tell you that my partner 

and I have been together for 23 years. We have 
raised three children and are respected and loved 
by our families. We have had our ups and downs 
throughout the years but for the most part we are 
happy and in love.

Two years ago I found out that my partner 
“Sharon” was having an affair. Apparently it started 
out on the Internet in a chat room and was just 
friendship but over time developed into an affair. 
This woman, “Connie,” lived about one hour from 
our house. They started meeting for coffee and pretty 
soon it wasn’t an Internet affair, anymore, but a full 
fledge physical affair. 

I knew at the time that Sharon was spending a 
lot of time on the computer chatting with her friends, 
but I didn’t suspect that anything was going on with 
any “special” friend. I really didn’t have a clue until 
some friends saw her out with Connie. 

Sharon has a job that is demanding and has 
varied hours, so I always just believed her when she 
said she had to work. When I confronted her she 
admitted the whole thing, stopped seeing Connie, 
and we went into counseling to help us deal with 
this and get over the pain.

I have had a hard time trusting her since this 
happened but I am working on it.

The problem is that in the last few months 
Sharon has started to be on the computer more and 
more. She will sometimes get up in the middle of the 
night to “chat” with friends. She says it’s because 
she can’t sleep and it’s just something to do. I just 
can’t help but think it is starting all over again. (Our 
commitment to each other is monogamy.) When I ask 
Sharon about it, she says I am just being paranoid 
and I need to just trust her. Her attitude is that I need 
to get over it.

I am trying to “get over it,” but when I see her 
sitting in her office, using chat rooms for hours, it is 
hard for me to not think that she is starting the whole 
thing all over again. I asked her if I could look in to 
see what she’s doing on the chat lines, so I wouldn’t 

worry, but she tells me it’s none of my business and 
I should respect her boundaries, and then gets all 
crazy saying that I should trust her. 

I don’t know what to do because I can’t seem 
to control my thoughts about this issue. I am not 
sleeping at night and feel anxious all the time. I asked 
Sharon to go back into counseling with me, but she 
just says it is a waste of money since there is nothing 
going on this time, other than my paranoia. 

I don’t know what to do because I can’t live 
like this. It is ruining my life and health. Maybe I am 
just paranoid, but I don’t know what to do to stop 
the thoughts. I feel like I have no options because I 
can’t stop my suspicions that I have, and I can’t live 
without Sharon. How do I get through this and start 
trusting Sharon? 

  Just Not Believing Her

A: I’m not sure how long you and Sharon were in 
counseling, or which issues you got resolved 

between the two of you – or didn’t get resolved, as 
seems to me to be the case. Did you both understand 
and deal with the issues of her infidelity when you 
were in therapy? This is not just about her continuing 
her chatting on the Internet (knowing the history of 
it all, and that this would be upsetting to you), but 
she seems to disrespect your feelings and fears. I 
think there are underlying issues in your relationship 
that you both need to deal with. In monogamous 
relationships, infidelity is a symptom of a problem 
or problems that are not being addressed. 

I recommend that the two of you need to find 
a therapist – maybe a different one this time – and 
get down to the underlying issues that are plagu-
ing your relationship. If Sharon won’t go, you go 
anyway. You need support and help in how to deal 
with this situation.    

Jody’s on Facebook! Join “Dear Jody Valley” 
on Facebook to learn the qualities that make for a 
good therapist. Also, follow Jody, her partner and 
dogs on their adventure to San Diego. 

Jody Valley spent 12 years as a clinical social 
worker. She worked with the LGBT community both 
as a counselor and a workshop leader in the areas 
of coming out, self-esteem and relationship issues. 
The “Dear Jody” column appears weekly. Reach 
Jody at DearJodyValley@hotmail.com. Letters may 
be edited for clarity and length.
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PUZZLE SOLUTIONSolution to puzzle from page 30

HOROSCOPESRear View

Stay focused, Aries!
BY JACK FERTIG

Mars and Eris in a square provoke war and strife, but Mercury 
turning direct in Sagittarius opens new ways to negotiate through 
troubles. Mars is in Capricorn, better placed than Mercury and Eris, 
so hard work and long-range strategies are the key.

ARIES (March 20 – April 
19): Stay focused on your goals 
and actual accomplishment. A 
straight-ahead attack is likely to 
trip you up. Consider different 
approaches. Get your ego out 
of the way and try new ways of 
working with others. 

TAURUS (April 20 – May 
20): Sex can relieve tension and 
end arguments. It doesn’t solve 
the problems but can create a 
better mood to work on them. 
Even if the problem isn’t with 
your partner, a good romp can 
put you in a more constructive 
frame of mind.

GEMINI (May 21- June 20): 
The craziness of the times is 
working everybody’s nerves, 
so share whatever problems 
you’re feeling most acutely. 
Talking with your partner or 
a close friend, even if it’s just 
raving to let off steam, can be a 
huge relief. 

CANCER (June 21- July 22): 
Integrating partnership and 
career is a common challenge. 
Too bad there’s no common 
solution. Discussing it with 
colleagues can help you get new 
perspectives at least. Remember: 
Partnership is also a full-time 
job! 

LEO (July 23 – August 22): 
Master your art, brush up on 
your sport and hone your skill 
at your hobbies. New ideas 
may seem too contradictory, but 
consider them at least. Play with 
those crazy notions and you’ll 
be surprised at how helpful 
they are. 

V I R G O  ( A u g u s t  2 3  – 
September 22): Healing rifts 
in your family or community 
will take some creative efforts, 
but you can do it. Your efforts 
to persuade people to work 
together can be a little over-
emphatic. A well-considered 
nudge can be much more 
effective than a shove. 

LIBRA (September 23 – 
October 22): Your efforts at 
domestic peacemaking are likely 
to go awry. Drawing out the 
arguments from either side 
could help you to understand 

the situation better, and it might 
even get others to hear each 
other more clearly, but don’t go 
beyond that.

SCORPIO (October 23 – 
November 21): Impatience and 
rushing will get you into awful 
accidents. Look ahead, think 
strategically, and only act once 
you have a good plan in place – 
and a plan B, even for anything 
as simple as crossing the street 
or boiling an egg. 

SAGITTARIUS (November 
22 – December 20): Finally 
you get to clear up recent 
misunderstandings and screw-
ups. Financial obstacles might 
be circumvented with some 
creativity, but think ahead to 
make sure those strategies are 
sound. Do not go out on a limb! 

CAPRICORN (December 21 – 
January 19): Nagging worries, 
especially about household 
problems, are actually clues 
to solutions. Straightforward, 
logical approaches to those 
problems could make things 
worse. Check out those odd 
instincts even if they seem a 
bit loopy. 

AQUARIUS (January 20 – 
February 18): Inside your 
head can be a dangerous place. 
Don’t let yourself be caught 
there alone. Have some laughs 
with friends to avoid nerves and 
dithering. Even if you don’t feel 
like laughing, their perspective 
and some fresh air will help. 

PISCES (February 19 – March 
19): The future comes one day 
at a time. You’ll get ahead step 
by step, not fussing over the 
next decade. Focus on the job 
in front of you. Well-intended 
advice is probably ill considered 
but could be a springboard to a 
better idea. 

Jack Fertig, a professional astrol-
oger since 1977, is available for 
personal and business consulta-
tions in person in San Francisco, 
or online everywhere. He can 
be reached at 415-864-8302, 
through his website at www.
starjack.com, and by e-mail at 
QScopes@qsyndicate.com.
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Pet of the Week: 

Mia is a year-old purebred Doberman 
Pinscher and a total couch potato. Fully 

grown at 56 pounds, Mia loves to hang out, 
watch TV and get scratched behind the ears. A 
perfect friend on a cold winter’s night, Mia is 
waiting patiently to meet you at the Michigan 
Humane Society’s Rochester Hills Center 
for Animal Care! The adoption fee includes 
sterilization, age-appropriate vaccinations and 
much more. Visit or call (248) 852-7420 and 
provide the pet ID number, 11960474.

ETCETERARear View

Across
 1 Three-men-in-a-tub event
 5 Oral attention getter
 9 So-so grade
14 Point of view intro, at 

Gay.com
15 “Oh, What a Beautiful 

Morning” singer
16 Prayer starter
17 Hides of hairy guys?
19 Workers under Barney 

Frank
20 He had a crush on Beatle 

John
22 Start of MGM’s motto
23 Dean, and others without 

causes
27 _Bye Bye Birdie_ sounds?
31 Burn a bit
33 Kit letters
34 Two to one, for one
35 “Cat on ___ Tin Roof”
36 Lacking locks
37 Early Beatle song that 

expressed how 20-Across 
felt

40 Use your tongue
41 Edison’s middle name
42 Dorothy, to Em
43 Three on a sundial
44 Joel of “Cabaret”
45 Somewhat formal
46 Roman orator of note
48 Prefix with political
49 Where the relationship of 

20-Across stayed?
56 The Great Garbo
59 Rae of “Facts of Life”
60 Jam ingredients?
61 Stud fee?
62 Obscene four-letter word
63 Sharon of “If These Walls 

Could Talk 2”
64 Name repeated in a Stein 

quote
65 Country suffix

Down
 1 Lettuce variety
 2 US citizen
 3 The king in “The King I,” 

for one
 4 Time for Frida
 5 Fireplace rods
 6 Bounds gaily
 7 Deadly septet
 8 HIV exam, e.g.
 9 One that reproduces with-

out sex
10 Backup strategy
11 ___ Cabin Federation
12 Moist ending
13 ‘60s radical org.
18 Type of tool
21 Muse for Millay
24 “My Cup Runneth Over” 

singer
25 Whi tman’s  dooryard 

bloomers
26 Site of Gay Games VI
27 Rex Reed, for one
28 Where they say “Aloha” 

when they come
29 Not straight up
30 Button’s place
31 Chase of “Community”
32 Georgetown athlete

35 Ready and willing partner?
36 Cheese for Ms. van de 

Kamp?
38 Composer Copland
39 Spread open
44 Rosie’s Broadway musical
45 Formal order
47 Eulogizer of Diana in song
48 Responders to “Bite me!”?
50 Tenn. neighbor
51 Cry after getting the shaft
52 Reactions to seeing a 

hottie
53 RBI to Glenn Burke
54 Kett of the comics
55 Jack McPhee, in “Daw-

son’s Creek”
56 “Jumpin’ Jack Flash,” to 

Mick Jagger
57 The daily grind
58 WWII command

He Loves You, Yeah, Yeah, Yeah

Q P Z LU Z E

Solution on 29
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To place an ad, visit  

PRIDESOURCE.COM or call us at 888.615.7003

CLASSIFIEDSRear View To place an ad, visit PRIDESOURCE.COM or call 888.615.7003

106 ANNOUNCEMENTS  
- GROUPS

Social Club
Forming a social club for Gay 
Men in Ann Arbor, Ypsilanti and 
Detroit Area.  Leave a message 
for Pat.......reply asap--734-547-
0196

202 REAL ESTATE  - 
HOMES FOR SALE

GAYREALESTATE.COM
“Free Instant Access to the Top 
Gay & Lesbian Realtors in Detroit 
and the Nation.”  www.GayReal-
Estate.com

405 PROF. SERVICES  - 
CLEANING SERVICES

Sparkling Clean
Cleaning and Organizational 
Specialists!
There is no job too small or too 
dirty for us to tackle. Reason-
able Rates & Flexible Hours 
Free Estimates Referral & Senior 
Discounts One time, Weekly, Bi-
Weekly or Monthly Cleaning Get 
help organizing your space.  No 
extra charge for changing linens 
or doing laundry Window & Blind 
Cleaning Services Available
810-813-3777
sparklingcln@gmail.com

414 PROF. SERVICES  - 
PAINTING

Quality Painting
Excellent workmanship and pro-
fessionalism. Interior and exterior, 
commercial or residential paint-
ing. Free quotes. Call B Squared 
Painting 734-972-8555

428 PROF. SERVICES  - 
MASSAGE

GROUP MASSAGE
- For Gay and Bisexual Men. 
Learn some massage techniques 
and meet others in a safe and 
caring environment. Tuesdays and 
Saturdays at 8 p.m. Thursdays at 
2 p.m.  $10 per session. 209 
West Kingsley in downtown Ann 
Arbor. (734) 662-6282 or email 
Massage4@aol.com. http://
www.trymassage.com
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COCKTAIL CHATERRear View  by Ed Sikov

DETROIT AREA
Adams Apple, Detroit, 
(313) 240-8482
Amici’s Living Room, 
Berkley,  
(248) 544-4100
Body Zone Health Club, 
Detroit,  
(313) 366-9663
Como’s, Ferndale, 
(248) 548-5005
Gigi’s, Detroit, 
(313) 584-6525
Gold Coast, Detroit, 
(313) 366-6135
Hayloft Saloon, Detroit,  
(313) 581-8913
Innuendo, Detroit 
(313) 891-5798
Menjos, Detroit 
(313) 863-3934
Pandora’s Boxx, Detroit 
(313) 892-8120

Pronto!, Royal Oak, 
(248) 544-7900
R&R Saloon, Detroit,  
(313) 849-2751
The Rainbow Room, 
Detroit,  
(313) 891-1020
Soho, Ferndale 
(248) 542-7646
Stilettos, Inkster, 
(734) 729-8980
Stinger’s, Detroit, 
(313) 892-1765
The Works, Detroit,  
(313) 961-1742
TNT Health Club, 
Detroit,  
(313) 341-5322 
The Woodward, 
(313) 872-0166

FLINT/SAGINAW/ 
PORT HURON
Club Triangle, Flint, 
(810) 767-7550
The Heidelberg, Saginaw,  
(989) 771-9508
Merry Inn, Flint, 
(810) 234-9481
Mixx Nightclub & Metro 
Grille, Saginaw,  
(989) 498-4022
North Star, Flint, 
(810) 235-2752
The Pachyderm Pub, Flint,  
(810) 744-4960
Pub 43, Grand Rapids, 
(616) 458-2205
Seekers, Port Huron, 
(810) 985-9349
The State Bar, Flint, 
(810) 767-7050
The Zoo, Flint,  
(810) 249-0267

LANSING AREA
Club 505, 
(517) 374-6312
X-Cel,  
(517) 484-2399
Esquire Club, 
(517) 487-5338
Spiral 
(517) 371-3221

ANN ARBOR
\aut\ Bar, Ann Arbor, 
(734) 994-3677
Necto (Friday), Ann Arbor 
(734) 994-5436

WESTERN  
MICHIGAN
The Apartment,  
Grand Rapids, 
(616) 451-0815
Club Mo’z & Pauly’s Pub, 
Muskegon Hts., 
(231) 830-0190

Diplomat Health Club, 
Grand Rapids  
(616) 452-3757
Diversions, Grand Rapids, 
(616) 451-3800
The Dunes Resort, 
Douglas,  
(269) 857-1401
Partners, Battle Creek, 
(269) 964-7276
Pub 43, Grand Rapids,  
(616) 458-2205
Rumours, Grand Rapids,  
(616) 454-8720
Tradewinds, Kalamazoo, 
(269) 383-1814
The Zoo, Kalamazoo, 
(269) 382-9966

NORTHERN MICHIGAN
Side Traxx, 
Traverse City, 
(231) 935-1666

Club connection

The Pomegranate 
Cocktail

“I will! I will! I-I wi-ill!” I sang wildly 
off-key in the shower, where only the Korean 
family next door and the lesbian phlebotomist 
with the Phyllis Diller wig below us could hear 
me. Also Bruce, who was making honking noises 
outside the bathroom door. Didn’t bother me. In 
crisis therapy, I accepted Craig and Kyle’s affair. 
Therapist Gary and I aired the musty roots of my 
breakdown, and eventually the stink of emotional 
rot receded. I’d been half right: My puke-green 
jealousy came from my mother, my dick and my 
creationist-like denial of aging. Having unearthed 
them, I achieved enlightenment. “Om shanti 
namaste”!

This Nirvana was admittedly eccentric. I 
stopped swiping sleeping pills from Dan’s sup-
posedly secret stash. (Even cretins start with the 
boyfriend’s jockstrap drawer for the drugs, or 
the money, or that strumpet’s phone number.) As 
for stewing over Craig and jerking off to filthy 
thrilling images of Kyle every day? I wiped my 
hands of them (in Kyle’s case, literally).

Facts: I’m 53 and have a loving partner 
and a fine life. No reason to ruin it over some 
perfect-assed boy with the shoulders of Apollo. 
My constant put-downs of Craig had to stop. 
I ceased fishwife-screeching at Dan. But how 
could I prove my shiny new peace with my buddy 
Gargantua screwing my tight-as-a-2(x)ist-sport-
brief dreamboy?

Solution: cocktails and dinner. Those 
wretched margaritas Craig adores were consid-
ered and rejected; shanti namaste had its limits. 
Still, a fruity cocktail for Craig would show off 
my fabulous new generosity of spirit, which 
was entirely absent during mein psychoticschen 
episode.

Cosmically, the very next day a cooking 
blog featured a pomegranate cocktail. The 
recipe was vile – more suitable for pomegran-
ate Jujubes. Craig would love it. The insane 
but inspiring recipe called not only for making 
your own fresh pomegranate juice (oh, squeeze 
my ass!) but for adding pomegranate molasses. 

What? Waltz into Costco and inquire as to the 
whereabouts of the pomegranate molasses? I’d 
sooner slap on an Elizabeth I wig and ask for the 
mead department. I adapted the recipe for those 
of us who are not deranged.  

Lo: it worked! We all enjoyed a marvelous 
evening. The drinks were luscious – a little tart, 
a little sweet and quite refreshing. Craig had 
three. I had one. Dan was relieved. Craig did a 
brief impersonation of Dolores Del Rio, which 
even I found a bit rarified, but Kyle beamed with 
pride, though Señorita Del Rio’s identity escaped 
him. We adjourned to a steak joint, where Craig 
polished off a 24-oz. porterhouse, and I made no 
jokes. This boy was back!

At which point Kyle piped up: “Um, hey 
guys? Robbie can’t find a place for next sum-
mer. Nobody else will put up with him. Can he 
stay with us?” Craig responded in the voice of 
Helen Lawson: “So Satan’s come crawling back 
to Broad_way_! Well, Broad_way_ doesn’t take 
to rudeness and fire-red treasure trails!” But 
we needed the rent money, so I supposed we’d 
have to.

Pomegranate Cocktail
2 parts Absolut 
1/2 part Cointreau 
3 parts bottled pomegranate juice 
* “Really” Simple Syrup (optional)

Pour Absolut and Cointreau into a pitcher. 
Add pomegranate juice. Stir. Taste. Add 1/4 tsp. 
simple syrup if you like. Pour over ice.

*Put equal parts sugar and water into a jar, 
seal it tight and shake until the sugar dissolves.

Ed Sikov is the author of “Dark Victory: The Life 
of Bette Davis” and other books about films and 
filmmakers.
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DEEP INSIDE HOLLYWOODRear View  by Romeo San Vicente

Robert Downey Jr. gets 
next to the ‘Normal’ guys

At this point in his career, all Robert 
Downey Jr. wants to do is sing. Good 
thing he’s already terrific at that or his next 
planned project might not turn out so well. 
As it is he has teamed up with Warner Bros., 
Tom Kitt and Brian Yorkey. Those last two 
names are the composer and lyricist of the 
Pulitzer and Tony Award-winning musical 
“Next to Normal,” and they’re working 
on a musical comedy feature for Downey. 
The plot, as it is now, seems very much like 
that of the hit indie musical “Camp,” with 
Downey to star as a down-and-out Broad-
way songwriter who winds up teaching at a 
musical theater camp for kids. It also bears 
a passing resemblance to the premise of a 
certain Fox TV series that a few people 
seem to enjoy. Whatever its antecedents, 
this sounds like just the right costume for 
Iron Man to try on next, doesn’t it?

‘Becoming Chaz’ and bikini 
kill docs coming right up

A tale of two documentaries, one 
financing and one finished: In the starting 
gate is a film about the already-remarkable 
career of third-wave feminist pioneer Kath-
leen Hanna, founder of the band Bikini Kill 
and early proponent of the Riot Grrrl move-
ment in the early 1990s. Sini Anderson (co-
founder of the lesbian/feminist collective 

Sister Spit) is the woman raising funds and 
footage for “The Kathleen Hanna Project 
aka Who Told You Christmas Wasn’t 
Cool?” that will chronicle Hanna’s life from 
its roots in Oregon to New York, where she 
lives and works now. And due to premiere 
at the Sundance Film Festival in late July 
is “Becoming Chaz” from Fenton Bailey 
and Randy Barbato. Obviously, that one is 
about the current life of Chaz Bono – son of 
Sonny and Cher, born biologically female 
as Chastity – and his ongoing public transi-
tion to maleness. It may or may not wind 
up in theaters but it’ll definitely hit cable 
sometime later in 2011. And it’s got to be 
more interesting than “Burlesque,” right?

Bravo needs an ‘A List’ and 
they’re going to get one

“From The Bottom To The Top.” Seri-
ously, that is the working title of the new 
Bravo reality show. Guess what it’s about? 
If you said, “Lots of gay guys working hard 
to be as bitchy and horrible and reductive as 
those people on Logo’s “The A List,”” then 
you’d be correct. It seems that while every-
one’s favorite gay network (that would be 
the one with Andy Cohen) was busy with 
all the housewives, Logo scooped them 
with buzz and ratings for their own all-gay 
variant. Not to be outdone, Bravo is now 
on the trail of fabulously unpleasant gays 
to cast for a show that will finally re-teach 
America to dislike homosexuality once and 
for all. Did you hear that, men? It’s time to 

go get paid to misbehave for the cameras! 
First group cast gets to record their own 
dance single. As for that title, chalk it up 
to Bravo always keeping it classy.

Chloe Sevigny, Eliza 
Dushku, Margaret Cho join 
RuPaul’s ‘Race’

If “RuPaul’s Drag Race” were a cook-
ing show with Emeril, he would say it just 
got kicked up a notch. Check out this list of 
celebrity judges for the third season coming 
Jan. 24, 2011: Wayne Brady, Margaret Cho, 
Eliza Dushku, Carmen Electra, Fantasia, 
LaToya Jackson, Sharon Osbourne, Susan 
Powter, Rita Rudner, Mike Ruiz, Chloe 
Sevigny, Cheryl Tiegs, Lily Tomlin, Aisha 
Tyler, Bruce Vilance, Jody Watley, Johnny 
Weir and Vanessa Williams. Whoever’s in 
charge of filling those seats is working 10 
times as hard as the people on that singing 
competition show who spent last summer 
slowly trying to find replacements for 
Simon, Ellen and Kara. So season three is 
officially going to be interesting now. But 
with this much star power behind the judg-
ing table, at what point will the audience be 
paying attention to the actual drag queens?

Romeo San Vicente was just inspired by 
“RuPaul’s Drag Race” to go watch “Paris is 
Burning” for the 37th time. He can be reached 
care of this publication or at DeepInsideHol-
lywood@qsyndicate.com.

Chaz Bono. Photo: SPE, Inc./Eric Charbonneau.
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Pride Source Yellow Pages > BTL Advertisers

Accounting
Kuderik and Associates, 23
Ameritax Plus, 13

Acupuncture
Michigan Center For Acupuncture, 29

Aids/Hiv orgAnizAtions
AIDS Partnership Michigan, 17
Detroit Department of Health  
     & Wellness, 33
Michigan AIDS Coalition, 21

Art gAlleries
Village Picture Framing & Art 
Gallery, 13

Art MuseuMs
Grand Rapids Art Museum, 9

Arts & entertAinMnet
Detroit Repertory Theater, 5
Purple Rose Theatre Company, 15
The Ark, 24
The Gem & Century Theatres &  
     Century Club Restaurant, 25
University Musical Society, 17

Attorneys
Frego & Brodsky and Associates, 8
Steven Gittleman, 13
Rasor Law Firm, 9
Marc Shefman, 13

Auto repAir
Minser’s Collision, 20

Auto/deAlers
Hodges Imported Cars, 21

BAkeries
Avalon International Breads, 22

BAr / cluBs
aut Bar, 34
Ice Promotions, 2
Menjo’s, 36

cArpet cleAners 
Hagopian Cleaning Services, 29

cAsinos 
Motor City Casino, 9

cHiroprActors
O’Dell Family Chiropractic, 18

counseling
Christine Cantrell,Ph.D.,LLC, 29 
The Center for Individual and 
Family Therapy, 13
Denis Joseph, Ph.D, 13
Rosemary Jozwiak, MA, LPC,  
    CCBT, DVCe, 13

dentists 
Ron T. Williamson DDS, 33

eroticA 
Blue Moon Video/DVD, 32
Hardline, 31
Just 4 Us, 32, 34
Progressive Computing, 31

Florist/FlorAl design
Ashley’s Flowers, 25

giFt sHops
Just 4 Us, 32, 34

grocers
Hiller’s, 4

HeAting & cooling
Flame Heating Cooling & Electrical, 
18

Hot tuB rentAl
Bubbly Tan & Tub, 33

lAundryMAt
The Wash Board, 29

MAssAge
David Rosenberg, 31

MAttresses
American Mattress Gallery, 18

MortgAges
Citizens Bank, 15

opticiAns/optoMetrists
Fenton Vision Center, 18

pet services
Animal Clinic East, 8
Patterson Dog & Cat Hospital, 22
Premier Pet Supply, 28

pHArMAcy
Crown Pharmacy, 28

pHysiciAns
Dr. Paul Benson, D.O., 33
Kobold, D.O. and Smith, D.O., P.C., 5

reAl estAte
Gayrealestate.com, 25
Village Green, 4

religious & spirituAl
Metropolitan Community Church  
    of Detroit, 20, 21
Dignity Detroit, 15
Divine Peace Metropolitan 
Community Church, 23
Whosoever Ministry, 27

restAurAnts
Como’s, 20
Good Girls Go to Paris Crepes, 22
Pete’s Place Cafe, 20
The Whitney, 35

vintAge HoMe decor
Vogue Vintage Collection, 20

sociAl/coMMunity
GLBT Book Club, 20
S.P.I.C.E., 29

Whenever possible please support Between The Lines / Pride Source advertisers and let them know where you saw their ad. Thanks from all of us at BTL.

Listed @ PRIDESOURCE.COM

Over 250 FREE non-profits serving  
Michigan’s LGBT community

plus
Over 800 businesses who want   

to do business with you!

coMing up in FeBruAry:
Btl vAlentine issue

FeB. 10

FeB. 24

Btl pet spring issue
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