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Flower Power

Kristen Griffith-VanderYacht. 
Courtesy photo
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For floral designer Kristen 
Griffith-VanderYacht, 
flowers are living art, 
maximalism is a form of 
resistance and modesty is 
never the answer

By Chris Azzopardi

Kristen Griffith-VanderYacht knows 
what holds LGBTQ+ couples back from 
their wildest floral dreams — and he’s 
here to tell them they don’t have to. The 
internationally lauded floral designer, 
named one of Harper’s Bazaar’s top 
florists, has made a career of bringing 
fantasy to life, with work in Vogue and on 
Netflix. “We all want the fantasy,” he says. 
“But sometimes we convince ourselves it’s 
not for us.”

It is, of course, within Griffith-
VanderYacht’s ethos to tell you otherwise 
— that you deserve this. Or, as he puts it: 
“This one day out of 365 is for you. You get 
whatever your fantasy is. Tell me what your 
fantasy is. Then let’s work backwards from 
there.”

Griffith-VanderYacht’s love of flowers 
began in his mother’s Palmer Woods 
backyard, among rows of peonies and 
“The Bodyguard” soundtrack on cassette. 
“It was the right combination for my little 
gay ass to flourish in,” he says of those 
young, carefree years.

Since May, Griffith-VanderYacht has 
led in-house floral design at Planterra 
Conservatory, a family-owned botanical 
garden and event space in West 
Bloomfield, with services extending to 
off-site venues. There’s a dedicated on-
site studio, oversized coolers and a staff 
equipped to support transformational 
design ideas. 

“We can take a blank space and turn 
it into a jungle,” he says. Planterra got 
on his radar when he moved back to the 
Detroit area from Seattle, and it stood out 
immediately. “It’s very rare that something 
has such an astounding reputation,” he 
says, adding that history and caliber don’t 
always go hand in hand — but here, they 
do. “I found that to be really intriguing.”

David L. Di Vincenzo, vice president and 

creative director of Planterra, was drawn to 
Griffith-VanderYacht’s ability to “treat florals 
as living design.” “What I also appreciate 
about Kristen is that, despite his talent, he 
doesn’t take floral design too seriously; he 
approaches it with a genuine sense of joy,” 
Di Vincenzo says. “Flowers are a language, 
and after many years of designing, one 
naturally develops a personal vocabulary 
of blooms. It has been both energizing and 
refreshing for Kristen to bring his own floral 
vocabulary into the creative dialogue with 
our team.”

Before returning to Michigan to take up 
the post at Planterra, Griffith-VanderYacht 
owned Wild Bloom, his own floral design 
studio in Seattle. But his career began in 
New York, where he interned 
at Sprout Home in Brooklyn, 
trained under head designer 
Doan Ly and eventually 
launched his own studio 
— first called Full Aperture 
Floral, later rebranded as 
Wild Bloom. New York put 
him on the map in other 
ways, too: running to drop 
off bouquets for New York 
Magazine’s open call, he 
burst into the photoshoot 
and ended up in front of 
photographer Erik Madigan 
Heck. Griffith-VanderYacht 
snagged a two-page spread 
in the magazine.

In 2017, Griffith-
VanderYacht curated 
over 2,000 flowers for 
“Burlesque” actress Julianne 
Hough’s outdoor wedding 
in Idaho — his first celebrity 
wedding. For him, it was “a 
really big moment, to be able 
to enter that space and be 
trusted with her wedding.”

His work has since brought pops of 
color to some of the biggest magazines 
— Vogue, Town & Country, New York 
Magazine, People and Martha Stewart 
Weddings — and on TV, his designs have 
been featured on E! and “Good Morning 
America.” And in 2020, he was featured on 
the Netflix series “The Big Flower Fight,” 
self-described as the show’s “sassy head 
judge with a big heart.”

Doing flowers in Detroit, he says, is a 

different universe from New York, where 
he cut his teeth. “Anyone who’s ever 
driven in New York City, or taken a taxi in 
New York City, can imagine just what trying 
to deliver to a wedding in the middle of 
Times Square at a restaurant is like,” he 
says, comparing it to “The Amazing Race.” 
At Planterra, the logistics recede and the 
flowers take center stage, plus he has 
always admired Detroit for being a “real 
town for artists,” from murals to Motown 
artists and even the area’s culinary scene.

“After spending so much time away,” 
he says, “to have the opportunity to share 
my art and work with couples and create 
beautiful weddings here is such an exciting 
time in my life.”

Always more, never less

Designing for a wedding means 
designing for two people at one of the 
most emotionally heightened moments of 
their lives. Griffith-VanderYacht knows that 
to make the flowers work, he first has to 
make the relationship work — at least the 
one between him and his clients. Trust, 
he’s learned, is the precondition for beauty.

“Gold Midsummer,” an arrangement by Kristen Griffith-VanderYacht. 
Courtesy photo
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“My job is to empower you to make the best design decisions 
you can for your special day,” he says. “And within that, I have to 
advocate for you. And advocating for you is telling you: No, girl, 
that’s an ugly combo.”

For every couple, he has one relatively simple goal: “When 
you are walking into your reception room, or you walk into your 
ceremony, you walk in feeling excited and a little bit relieved, but 
more than anything, surprised.”

Kelcie and Noelle Ferrara-Gershon, who married at Planterra in 
May 2025, said Griffith-VanderYacht’s floral designs “beautifully 
complemented” the venue’s existing greenery, with an arrangement 
over the stone arch in their ceremony space honoring their Jewish 
heritage.

“We wanted to have a lot of greenery and for the florals to add 
to, rather than overshadow, the already beautiful venue,” Kelcie 
says. “We received so many compliments on how the bouquets 
were gorgeous and the deep burgundy blended with the green 
and gold colors of our day so elegantly.”

For queer couples, he encourages out-of-the-box thinking — 
flowers have no gender here, and maximalism is not just welcome 
but encouraged. “When it comes to flowers, you can never have 
too much,” he says. It’s a philosophy that doubles as an invitation: 
to be seen, to take up space, to resist the impulse to shrink. “I try to 
encourage them to face whatever internalized homophobia they 
might be having.”

“The simple act of getting married for queer couples is already 

an affirmation, and in many ways, in defiance of the norms, in 
defiance of what people and society has told you you’re allowed to 
do for hundreds and hundreds of years. So just go full tilt, embrace 
it, go all out. Modesty is just not something I would encourage. Go 
big. The goal is to only do this once.”

There’s also a more practical case for going all out, and it comes 
down to the attention span of the guests. “You have three seconds 
to make an impression before somebody has gotten distracted 
and moved on. You gotta hit them upside the head when they first 
walk through the door.”

Maximalism, he notes, is back in full force — no more simple 
white and green motifs — and he sees it running parallel to the 
broader interior design shift away from millennial gray toward 
wood finishes, gilded details and old-library warmth. He’s also 
excited about tribute arrangements honoring loved ones or pets 
who can’t be there, statement ceremony backdrops like arches, 
hoops and flower walls, and escort card tables reimagined as 
installation moments — cards tied to individual bud vases that 
guests collect on arrival, then bring to their seats, where the vases 
become the centerpieces.

Since Griffith-VanderYacht lives and breathes flowers, he’s 
thinking about the things most people aren’t, including what he 
believes most people fundamentally misunderstand about them. 
“Their presence, their form, their color, their fragrance — all of this 
is an actual, living, real-life, tangible miracle,” he says. “It’s living art.”

It also means thinking about why flowers feel disposable — and 

“My job is to empower you to make 
the best design decisions you can 
for your special day. And within 
that, I have to advocate for you. And 
advocating for you is telling you:  
No, girl, that’s an ugly combo.”

— Kristen Griffith-VanderYacht

Kristen Griffith-VanderYacht. Courtesy photo
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why consumerism is to blame. “They’re too disposable. You go to a 
grocery store, they’re right there; they’re 3 bucks. Imagine if we took 
those flowers away. All of a sudden, they’re a commodity.”

The problem, he says, runs deeper than price tags. “We are so 
obsessed with consumerism and how to get the biggest bang for 
our buck that we have completely misread the purpose and have 
misaligned our values for what our relationship to flowers should be. 
Our understanding, especially in America, and our relationship with 
flowers needs some work.”

It’s a message he’s been taking on the road — most recently to 
daytime TV. Earlier this year, he appeared on “The Drew Barrymore 
Show,” where Barrymore called his new book, “Flower Love,” “a 
coffee table piece of art” and “elevated but instructive.” When co-
host Ross Mathews asked for advice on preserving flowers, Griffith-
VanderYacht asked for his hand, then delivered something closer to 
a meditation than a tutorial: “Flowers are not supposed to last. Listen 
to me: They’re not supposed to last. Their job is to help us stay in the 
present. They grow, 
they blossom, they 
thrive. And then they’re 
gone.”

It’s a philosophy 
that extends well 
beyond the vase. In 
conversation, Griffith-
VanderYacht’s thoughts 
on ephemera touch 
every corner of his 
life, perhaps nowhere 
more pointedly than in 
his identity as a Black 
gay man navigating 
a very niche industry. 
Or as he puts it with 
characteristic flair: 
“If Grace Jones and 
RuPaul had a baby, 
that’d be me.”

“I recognize that there are not a lot of florists who are male,” says 
Griffith-VanderYacht, who was nominated for an NAACP Image 
Award in 2024. “There are not a lot of florists who are Black. And 
there are not a lot of florists who are male, Black and gay. That 
trifecta, you don’t really see a ton in this industry.”

That awareness carries with it a sense of responsibility. “I am 
standing on the shoulders of entertainers, public figures, designers, 
creatives, artisans and trailblazers,” he continues. “So I want to 
make sure that any time I have an opportunity, I’m leaving the door 
open for other young artists to be able to walk through. I’ve always 
looked at very public spaces as an opportunity — not for me, but for 
designers and artists who look like me after me.”

And he’s thinking long term. “When I leave Planterra — or die, or 
retire, or whatever — I want them to still feel very confident that they 
can find another version of me for the next generation.”

Your Personal Advocate

Real Estate One 26236 Woodward Ave. Royal Oak, MI 48067

Friendly, Professional 
Ser vice
Empowering You Through 
Education
Ser ving the Woodward 
Corridor and Beyond!

Don
Chisholm

( 2 4 8 ) - 4 2 5 - 4 3 6 6
www.DonChisholmRealtor.com
DonChisholmRealtor@gmail.com

Don Chisholm

ABR    CNE    GRI     PSA    RENE    SRS



BETWEEN THE LINES | WEDDING ISSUE

10  |  APRIL 2026

The Professor Who Officiated a 
Wedding and Lost Everything
Joseph Kuilema’s 
fight against Calvin 
University could impact 
LGBTQ+ allies statewide

By Sarah Bricker Hunt

Joseph Kuilema keeps his Professor 
of the Year award on a shelf in his office 
at Grand Valley State University, where 

he now teaches. It was voted on by 
Calvin University’s graduating seniors in 
2019, the same year the administration 
denied him tenure for the second time 
over his support for LGBTQ+ inclusion. 
He’d been denied in 2017, too, and both 
times had his contract renewed for two 
more years rather than being let go. 
“It’s a good reminder that my quarrel 
was never with the students,” Kuilema 
tells BTL, “and that this was never about 
teaching.”

What it was about, depending on 
who you ask, is either a professor who 
violated the expectations of a Christian 
institution or a man who helped two of 
his former students access their civil 
rights and was punished for it. In 2022, 
Calvin University terminated Kuilema 
after he officiated the wedding of a 
former student, a trans man, to his wife. 
Now Kuilema’s case is heading to the 
Michigan Supreme Court, where it could 
establish new legal ground on whether 

Calvin University Chapel. Photo: Calvin University
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Michigan’s civil rights law protects 
people who are fired not for who they 
are, but for who they stand beside.

The wedding took place in October 
2021. “It never occurred to me that this 
would be the end with me and Calvin,” 
Kuilema told Michigan Public. “A former 
student of mine, a transgender male, 
asked me to officiate his wedding to his 
lovely wife and I thought, ‘Great, this is 
fantastic, let’s do it.’” Before agreeing, he 
consulted colleagues in his department 
and members of his personal church, 
and they all told him it seemed within 
bounds. Three months later, Calvin 
launched an investigation, arguing that 
because one of the individuals being 
married was also a Calvin employee, 
Kuilema had aided another employee 
in violating institutional rules. He was 
terminated in 2022.

Calvin University, founded in Grand 
Rapids by the Christian Reformed 
Church, aligns with the denomination’s 
belief that marriage is strictly between 
a man and a woman. The institution 
expects its faculty to uphold these 
values. “While there is room for personal 
disagreement with Christian Reformed 
Church doctrine, the university has 
clear expectations for employees 
regarding teaching, scholarship and 
personal conduct,” Calvin officials said 
in a statement.

The Christian Reformed Church 
is a Dutch Reformed denomination 
headquartered in Grand Rapids with 
roughly 1,000 congregations across 
North America. For much of its history, 
the CRC occupied a distinctive space 
in American Protestantism, rooted in 
Calvinist theology but intellectually 
rigorous, open to engaging with science 
and the broader culture. 

Kuilema was baptized and raised 
in the tradition. “My own grief comes 
from seeing a denomination I once 
respected, one that would embrace 
the science of evolution and allow, if 
not celebrate, women in office, become 
just another generic white evangelical 
church,” Kuilema says. “My own sense 
is that this is largely political and not 
theological, although it’s difficult to 
separate the two.” He goes further, 
describing the CRC as “in danger of 

becoming a generic white evangelical 
MAGA church,” and points to the 
philosopher Nicholas Wolterstorff, one 
of Calvin’s most prominent intellectual 
exports, who Kuilema says has 
essentially called the denomination 
“fundamentalist.” “That’s tragic,” he 
says.

To be sure, the denomination has 
been moving in 
an increasingly 
conservative 
direction since 
Kuilema officiated the 
wedding. In 2022, 
the CRC elevated its 
traditional stance on 
marriage and sexuality 
to “confessional” 
status, making it a 
core belief rather 
than a matter open to 
debate. In 2025, the 
denomination went 
further, ruling that its 
churches, pastors, 
elders and deacons 
must agree with the 
CRC on matters of 
confession, including 
sexuality, or face 
discipline. When 
Kuilema officiated 
the wedding in 2021, 
the denomination 
hadn’t yet drawn that 
line, and he and his colleagues felt the 
Calvin administration was taking a harder 
position than the CRC itself.

Since the CRC’s 2024 synod 
instructed LGBTQ-affirming 
congregations to either repent or leave, 
at least 38 U.S. congregations and 
12 Canadian churches have begun or 
completed the process of disaffiliation. 
The departures are concentrated in 
Grand Rapids, where at least eight 
churches are leaving, including First 
Christian Reformed Church, one of the 
four original congregations formed at 
the denomination’s founding in 1857. In 
February 2025, 33 CRC ministers were 
ordained into the Reformed Church 
in America during a ceremony at The 
Community Church in Ada, just outside 
Grand Rapids.

For Kuilema, watching the evolution 
of such a foundational element of his 
faith has been complicated. “At one 
level, it’s a real loss, a profound sense 
of abandonment and alienation,” 
he explains. “That said, I, of course, 
also know that a lot of LGBTQ+ folks, 
including those in the CRC, have 

experienced far more serious rejection, 
for far longer. I’m a social worker, and 
we’d call it spiritual abuse.”

He has been overwhelmed, he says, 
by the outpouring of support from 
Calvin’s LGBTQ+ community since his 
termination, including former students, 
colleagues and alumni from decades 
ago who have reached out to express 
solidarity. “Mixed in with that gratitude is 
a real sense of loss — a complex grief,” 
he says. “There was at one point a 
glimmer of hope that Calvin might take 
a different direction, and it seems like 
that is now firmly in the past. My sense 
is a lot of folks are still coming to terms 
with that. I know I am.”

Kuilema filed suit against Calvin in 
2023, alleging the university violated 
his rights under Michigan’s Elliott-Larsen 

Joseph Kuilema. Courtesy photo
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Civil Rights Act. The legal question at the center of the case is 
a novel one for Michigan courts: Does the state’s civil rights 
law prohibit “associational discrimination” on the basis of sex?

No one on either side of the argument disputes that if 
one of the two people Kuilema married had been a different 
sex, Calvin wouldn’t have cared. What Calvin asserts is that 
Kuilema can only file an Elliott-Larsen claim if his own sex was 
the basis for the termination. In a 2-1 decision, the Michigan 
Court of Appeals agreed, finding that “the university’s decision 
to terminate his employment was based upon his decision to 
officiate a same-sex wedding” and that the outcome would 
have been the same regardless of Kuilema’s sex.

Kuilema and his attorney, Charissa Huang, are asking the 
Michigan Supreme Court to decide whether Elliott-Larsen 
covers sex-based associational discrimination. While Michigan 
courts have recognized associational discrimination claims 
involving race, no court has yet addressed whether such a 
claim can be brought on the basis of sex.

“So at one level this is a case about whether there are any 
protections for allies,” Kuilema says. “We are arguing that if 
you can fire someone for officiating a civil LGBTQ+ wedding, 
that threatens marriage equality itself.” He wants people to 
understand a detail that often gets lost in the coverage. “We’re 
talking about the right to marriage here, not religious marriage. 
This was not a religious ceremony.”

Calvin University maintains that constitutional principles 
of religious freedom protect the private Christian university’s 
employment decisions. According to Huang, the university 
claims an ecclesiastical abstention doctrine gives it the right to 
make employment decisions without court interference. Huang 
and Kuilema disagree. “The question that the court needs 
to deliberate on is whether this case requires the court to 
determine any ecclesiastical, any religious doctrine question,” 
Huang told Michigan Public. “And Joe and I firmly believe that 
this case does not.”

“I helped two individuals access their basic civil rights as 
Americans to marry one another,” Kuilema says. “And I don’t 
think that we should give religion a blank check to discriminate.”

A date has not yet been set for the Michigan Supreme Court 
to hear oral arguments.

Asked what he would say directly to queer and trans people 
who have complicated relationships with the Reformed 
tradition, Kuilema’s answer doesn’t involve legal arguments 
or denominational politics. “I would say I’m sorry. There are 
really no other words,” he says. “The Reformed tradition had 
all the tools to get this right and has chosen not to. This is 
a really terrifying moment. The CRC slammed the door on its 
LGBTQ+ members at a time when the federal government is 
increasingly seeking to oppress and erase queer people.”

“I hope people are taking care of each other and finding 
spaces for joy and love,” he adds. “I love you. I think God loves 
you, but if you want no part of that, I totally understand.”
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In Defense of ‘Boyfriend’
For queer people denied the word 
growing up, choosing it over ‘partner’ 
can be a reclaiming
By Evan E. Lambert

No one ever listens to me. Every time I call Renzo my 
boyfriend, people rechristen him as my “partner.” Moments 
later, I reassert that he is my “boyfriend,” making the implicit 
criticism as obvious as Gala Varo’s tuck on “Drag Race México.” 
And yet, the person still invites me and my “partner” out for 
drinks afterwards. Why, Gaga, why? Also, I don’t drink.

I know it’s polite among heterosexuals to call someone’s 
romantic S.O. their partner since it acknowledges the declining 
power of the marriage-industrial complex, but for me, the word 
“boyfriend” reclaims an entire lived experience that I lost from 
being a queer person growing up in a conservative area. I never 
had a “boyfriend” in high school as many of my straight peers 
did. I was too busy dodging food and ignoring cruel insults to 
find — let alone connect with — a compatible queer person 
in my universe. But now that I have a healthy relationship, I’m 
finally proud to say that I have a boyfriend. Also, why would I 
want such a serious label, anyway? I don’t want to use a word 
that, for many queers, can signify a liminal space between 
boyfriend and marriage. 

“Boyfriend” is my shield against marriage and my repossession 
of my past. 

Before same-gender marriage death-dropped into reality in 

2015, “partner” was — to borrow YouTube lingo — S tier. It was 
the icon, the legend, the moment. The goal. After you worked 
through your one-night stands (F-tier), DL duds (E-tier), booty 
calls (D-tier), vacation boyfriends and girlfriends (C-tier), first 
failed long-term romances (B-tier) and Maybe-It-Could-Works 
(A-tier), you finally found The One. This person became your 
“partner”: your counterfeit spouse and greatest chance at 
integrating into heterosexual society. 

Then marriage equality came along, and with the 
heteronormative institution of marriage available to all, 
“partner” finally shed its skin, revealing itself as the ersatz, 
even feeble, facsimile of legal spousehood that it really was. 
Yet, it still carried more status than “boyfriend” or “girlfriend.” 
Queer millennials coming of age during the 2000s and 2010s 
still knew, instinctively, that if they began calling their boyfriend 
or girlfriend their partner, it meant something. It signified to 
heteros that they, too, honored and sanctified monogamy and 
would eventually get married, like them. 

Then, around the mid 2010s, heterosexual people began 
to realize that marriage wasn’t as cracked up as Gen X and 
Boomers had made it out to be. They eschewed marriage, 
raging against its failings and hypocrisies, and sought an 
alternative arrangement which nevertheless expressed love 
and commitment. They also sought a word that could represent 
all this. All the better if the word could be edgy somehow, if it 
could make someone think for even a second that the speaker 

See Boyfriend vs. Partner, page 26
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The Butchlorette Party Has Arrived
Forget the pink sashes, please —  
pre-wedding celebrations are getting a 
queer makeover
By Kelli Dunham

For decades, the cultural script for a bachelorette party has 
been aggressively consistent: matching pink T-shirts with a 
superfluous indication of the reason for the gathering, most often 
in a Pinterest-favorite script font. Maybe a tiara that says “Bride.” 
Possibly a limousine, and at least one nearly anatomically correct 

plastic novelty item crafted into a wardrobe item. 
And alcohol. Often, copious amounts of alcohol. 
But queer weddings have a funny way of calling for script 

rewrites that never quite fit us in the first place.
In summer of 2024, comedian Rachel Scanlon posted about 

her “butchlorette party” on social media — a tongue-in-cheek 
term for a pre-wedding celebration that ditches the traditional 
bachelorette aesthetic in favor of something that actually reflects 
the bride’s personality. Scanlon’s party included a boat named 
“Medium Pimpin,” jaw-dropping fruit platters (which sounds like 
a euphemism but is not) and folks of all gender presentations 
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sporting boldly dyed hair, chomping on cigars. 
Which also sounds like a euphemism but is not. 
The responses to the Instagram post are a work of art themselves 

(“it’s the ‘Benny Hill’ captain hat-fire emoji”) and the post brought 
attention to the way queers are reworking what happens the night 
before the wedding. 

If you are a bride who would rather go camping, play board 
games, hike dunes or spend a weekend at a cabin with your 
friends, the standard “rosé all day” itinerary can feel about as 
natural as wearing a rhinestone sash to chop firewood.

For many queer couples, the shift isn’t really about rejecting 
celebration. It’s about removing the expectation that celebration 
has to look one specific way. When the entire institution of 
marriage has already required some creative rewriting, the pre-
wedding party is just another place to ask: What would actually 
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Build Your Own Butchlorette
If you’re planning a butchlorette (or simply a pre-wedding gathering that doesn’t 

involve inflatable novelty items), starting from scratch can feel onerous. But 
remember, there are no rules here. Riff on these ideas or come up with your own 
— either way, tag us in your social posts! 

Arcade or bar-game night
Find a place with pinball, darts, pool or retro arcade machines. Winner buys the next 
round. Loser must give a heartfelt toast about the bride.

Destination: outdoors
Rent a cabin, bring your closest people and spend the weekend hiking, cooking 
together and staying up late talking. Bonus points for a fire pit and someone who 
knows how to make excellent pancakes. 

Board game marathon
For the proudly nerdy couple, gather everyone for a night of cooperative or 
competitive board games. Strategy, trash talk and snacks encouraged.

Lake Michigan adventure
Kayaking, paddleboarding, dune hiking or simply sitting around a bonfire watching 
the sunset. Unless you’re particularly hardy (we know some of you are), this is 
primarily a non-winter choice.

Creative night
One bride hosted a leather-working workshop where everyone made their own 
belt. Another group tried pottery. No one will forget the bowl that looked like a 
potato. (And honestly, most of the bowls looked like potatoes.)

Softball or sports day
For the athletic crowd, a casual game followed by a cookout can be the perfect 
low-key celebration.

Axe throwing or ‘Butch Olympics’
Some groups lean into the joke and create their own low-stakes athletic tournament, 
such as axe throwing, darts, pool, bowling or even a backyard obstacle course. 
Medals can be made from bottle caps or old softball trophies found at the thrift 
store. 

House-party storytelling
Invite friends to share short stories about how they met the bride or a favorite 
memory. This can get surprisingly emotional — in a good way.

Service weekend
Some couples choose to mark the moment by giving back. A group volunteer 
project like helping at a food bank, working on a trail cleanup or assisting an animal 
rescue, can turn the celebration into a shared, meaningful experience. 

Consider your community
Not everyone celebrates with alcohol, and many queer friend groups include 
people in recovery. Planning activities that don’t revolve around drinking (outdoor 
adventures, game nights, creative workshops) makes the gathering more 
welcoming for everyone — and it’s often cheaper. The point is being together, not 
how many rounds anyone orders. 

feel good to us?
Wedding planner Cheryl Hooten, owner 

of Dream Day Weddings in Saugatuck, 
has been working with LGBTQ+ couples in 
Michigan for years and says queer couples 
often approach pre-wedding celebrations 
very differently from the traditional 
bachelor-bachelorette split.

“Most of the LGBTQ+ couples are doing 
them together,” Hooten notes. “That is the 
biggest thing I’ve seen.”

Part of that, she says, comes down to 
how queer friend groups tend to function.

“They’re embedded with each other. 
They’re embedded with their friends,” 
she explains. “Your friends are my 
friends. My friends are your friends. Or 
they met through those friends.” In other 
words, when your wedding party already 
overlaps, it can feel a little strange to divide 
everyone into separate events. 

Hooten recently worked with a pair 
of grooms who decided to combine 
their celebration into a shared weekend 
centered around their favorite hobby. 
“They’re nerds and they play board 
games,” she said, laughing. “So they’re 
going to get together and it’s like, their 
friends are my friends and my friends are 
your friends.”

Rather than two separate parties, they’re 
planning one giant, game-filled gathering.

For many couples, these events also 
look quieter — and more intentional 
— than the stereotypical Vegas-style 
bachelor weekend. “It’s more that they’re 
doing it together and more thoughtful and 
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careful,” Hooten says. “They’re going with 
intention. It’s, ‘We’re going to a cabin in the 
woods because we love hiking or skiing.’”

Instead of one big blowout, couples 
are often choosing experiences that feel 
like the life they already share with their 
friends, including time outdoors, shared 
hobbies, long conversations and spending 
time in meaningful places.

And if that sounds suspiciously 

wholesome, that’s because sometimes it 
is.

“I mean, [for some couples] their idea 
of a wild party is staying up till all hours 
talking on the deck,” she said.

The butchlorette energy

For butch or masc-of-center brides 
in particular, the classic bachelorette 
aesthetic can feel like a costume from a 
different movie.

Trina Rowan, a 32-year-old Detroit 
lesbian, described attending a friend’s 

traditional bachelorette party before her 
own wedding and realizing immediately 
that she wanted something different.

“The tiaras were cute,” she said. “But I 
was like, if someone puts one of those 
on my head, I will simply walk into Lake 
Michigan. It will be the end of me.”

Instead, her friends organized a 
butchlorette weekend, complete with a 
curated itinerary that included kayaking, 

a brewery visit, a long bonfire on the 
beach and a fiercely competitive round of 
cornhole.

At one point someone attempted to 
make matching shirts. The shirts said 
“Bride Squad.” Rowan vetoed them 
immediately and attempted to replace 
them with matching flannel shirts from a 
thrift store.

“Straight people have discovered 
flannel so the thrift stores only had XXXXL 
shirts left,” Rowan said. It quickly became a 
bring-your-own-shirt situation.

Tina Lewis and Mary Lahaye, another 

couple in southeast Michigan, opted for 
a “garage butchlorette,” hosted by the 
bride’s longtime softball teammates. 
The evening featured darts, pizza, a 
carefully curated playlist of early 2000s 
pop-punk and a surprisingly heartfelt 
round of storytelling about how each 
person met the bride.

“It ended with everyone sitting on 
folding chairs in the driveway talking 
about our friendships,” Lewis told BTL. 
“Which, honestly, is exactly what you 
want before someone gets married.”

Destination: queer joy

In West Michigan, many couples fold 
their celebrations into trips to Saugatuck 
and Douglas, two lakeshore towns long 

known for being LGBTQ-friendly.
“Douglas has the Dunes Resort, which 

is the biggest LGBTQ+ resort in America,” 
Hooten notes. “So that’s usually one of 
their stops as well at some point.”

For visiting groups, that can mean 
dancing all night at the resort — and then 
spending the next morning recovering 
with coffee and a walk along the lake.

For many queer couples, places like 
Saugatuck also carry a sense of history. 
They are vacation spots where people 
felt safe traveling together long before 
marriage equality existed — places where 
couples could hold hands in public, meet 
other queer travelers and imagine a future 
that wasn’t always visible back home.

Hooten says the area has become a 
meaningful place for many couples.

“I married one couple — two women 
— oh my god, it had to be 18 years ago,” 
she says. “They still come into town two or 
three times a year.”

Sometimes the connection runs even 
deeper. “One of the couples even moved 
to town,” she says. This may be the most 
romantic outcome of a pre-wedding party 
ever recorded.

But whether the celebration involves a 
lake house, a garage full of folding chairs 
or a board game marathon, the through 
line is the same. Queer couples aren’t 
skipping the party. They’re just throwing 
one that makes sense for the people 
actually in attendance, no sash required.

For many couples, these events look 
quieter — and more intentional — than the 
stereotypical Vegas-style bachelor weekend.
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From awkward family moments to 
extravagant celebrations, these films 
embrace queer love without apology
By Chris Azzopardi

For a long time, wedding movies stuck to a familiar formula — 
big feelings, bigger meltdowns and a final walk down the aisle 
that only counted if the love at the center fit a very straight mold. 
Queer stories, when they appeared, were often about hiding or 
compromise, like the sham marriage in Ang Lee’s 1993 film “The 
Wedding Banquet.”

But that script is shifting. Newer films like “A Nice Indian Boy” 
and the reimagined “The Wedding Banquet” don’t ask whether 
queer couples belong at the altar — they assume it and focus 
on everything that comes with it: joy, culture and chaos. Even in 
mainstream rom-coms like Netflix’s recent hit “People We Meet 
on Vacation,” where a queer wedding simply exists without 

explanation, the message is clear.
From fighting for legitimacy to celebrating out loud, these films 

reflect a new era of big gay wedding joy.

‘The Wedding Banquet’ (2025)

Same-sex marriage was legalized long after Ang Lee directed 
“The Wedding Banquet” in 1993. That film followed a Taiwanese 
American man who agrees to marry his female tenant, a practical 
arrangement that lets him hide his relationship with his male 
partner while helping her secure a green card.

Andrew Ahn’s 2025 reimagining, co-written with James 
Schamus, updates that premise for a post–marriage equality 
America, where the question isn’t whether queer people can 
marry, but what comes with it. This time, the story follows a group 
of queer friends in Seattle whose lives are out in the open, but still 
tangled up in expectations around family, commitment and what a 
“real” future looks like. After two failed rounds of IVF, Angela (Kelly 

Queer Wedding Movies:  
A New Era of Big Gay Joy

Karan Soni as Naveen in “A Nice Indian Boy.” Photo: Levantine Films
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Marie Tran) and Lee (Lily Gladstone) hit a breaking point — and find 
an unexpected solution in their own backyard, where their friend 
Chris (Bowen Yang) lives with his boyfriend, Min (Han Gi-chan). 
Min, who comes from money but needs to secure his visa, first 
proposes to Chris. When that doesn’t pan out, the plan pivots into 
something far more complicated, pulling Angela into a marriage 
arrangement that’s as practical as it is emotionally loaded: Min’s 
money means a third attempt at having a child. 

Here, the green-card marriage isn’t about hiding queerness — 
it’s about everything around it: immigration, money and the messy 
logistics of building a life. The film even makes space for queer 
ambivalence around marriage itself, with Lee clarifying she’s not 
anti-marriage so much as “anti-institution” and “pro-celebration.” 
It’s a complicated setup, yes, but not an unrealistic one. Just one 
where love and logistics are negotiating in real time.

‘A Nice Indian Boy’

Rom-coms don’t always get to celebrate queerness with the 
same joy as straight weddings — but “A Nice Indian Boy” changes 
that. Naveen (Karan Soni, “Deadpool”) is a socially awkward 
doctor wondering how his family will take his gay romance as 
he navigates the path to his own wedding. Enter Jay (Jonathan 
Groff), a photographer who has embraced Indian culture through 
his adoptive parents, and the sparks between them fly from a first 
meeting at a Hindu temple to a chance encounter at Naveen’s 
hospital.

Family adds both warmth and chaos: Megha (Zarna Garg) 
struggles to reconcile her ideas of romance with what she sees 
unfolding, while Archit (Harish Patel) finds his own unexpected 
path toward acceptance. The film thrives in those messy, deeply 
human moments, like awkward conversations and tender gestures, 
proving that a big family wedding can be just as exuberant and 
joyful when the love at its center is queer. For director Roshan Sethi, 
so much of the film was personal. “The final scene in the movie is 
that they’re kissing, and they’re surrounded by their family in a way 
that is meant to visually echo those circles that came before,” he 
told BTL. “They’re kissing, and they’re literally being embraced by 
their family around them. That is the dream.”

‘Anyone But You’

If there’s anything refreshing about the rom-com “Anyone But 
You,” it’s that the straight leads embarrass themselves profusely 
while the lesbian couple is the emotional anchor — steady, secure 
and about to wed. Sydney Sweeney’s Bea and Glen Powell’s 
Ben spiral through misunderstandings and forced proximity, but 
it’s Alexandra Shipp and Hadley Robinson’s Claudia and Halle 
who quietly reframe the genre with easy warmth. The two share 
affectionate, adorably cheesy moments the way straight couples 
have for decades. While everyone else is falling apart, Claudia has 
exactly one thing on her mind: “Honestly, I just want this wedding 
to be beautiful because I love the shit out of her and I just want to 
marry the bitch, you know what I’m saying?”

Sure, there are noticeably no queer guests at this wedding 
— but can we toast to lesbians with disposable income? The 
ceremony itself is a destination celebration on the cliffs of Marks 
Park in Australia’s Tamarama, with panoramic views of the Pacific 
and Bondi’s coastline. There’s no coming-out arc, no explanation 
— just a wedding that exists as fact. In a film that thrives on chaos, 
their love story is at least the one thing that doesn’t feel like a joke.

‘People We Meet on Vacation’

Even in a friends-to-lovers story built around Poppy (Emily Bader) 
and Alex (Tom Blyth) — the kind of sun-soaked Netflix rom-com that 
feels like a warm hug — “People We Meet on Vacation” quietly 
celebrates queer joy. From the very first minutes, David (Miles 
Heizer) calls Poppy to scold her for not RSVP’ing to his upcoming 
wedding to his partner Nam (Tommy Do). 

When Poppy heads to Barcelona, the film treats the gay wedding 
as a moment worth honoring rather than backgrounding. The 
celebration is full of queer guests, including a slow dance between 
two attendees — a small but vivid reminder of the kind of visibility 
and joy that sticks with you if you’ve ever wondered whether that 
could be you. The “I dos” take place beneath a backdrop of white 
flowers and twinkling lights as the officiant announces, “You may 
now kiss your husband.” David and Nam’s marriage doesn’t just 
feel like décor or filler — it anchors the story, grounding Poppy and 
Alex’s emotional reunion in the joy of a queer couple fully living 
their love.

(Left) Lily Gladstone and Kelly Marie Tran in “The Wedding Banquet.” Photo: Luka Cyprian / Bleecker Street. (Right) Tommy Do and Miles Heizer in “People We 
Meet on Vacation.” Photo: Netflix
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From 
Classroom 
Chaos to New 
Dad Life, Joe 
Dombrowski 
Levels Up

The breakout comedian 
pivots from viral teacher 
humor to raising a 
newborn 

By Kelli Dunham

During a recent interview with 
comedian Joe Dombrowski about his 
upcoming special “Dad on Arrival,” he 
was, fittingly, in the middle of it all — 
juggling new fatherhood in real time. 
At one point, the conversation turned 
into a kind of live demonstration: Could 

Dombrowski feed a highly kinetic 
infant while delivering funny, thoughtful 
answers? The answer, unequivocally, 
was yes.

Raised in Michigan and now based 
in Seattle, Dombrowski first broke 
out online with comedy rooted in his 
life as an elementary school teacher, 
spinning classroom stories into cathartic, 
laugh-out-loud moments for educators 
everywhere — the kind that make you 
briefly forget about grading backlogs, 
that mysterious smell in the back of 
the room and the latest email from the 
superintendent about cell phone policy. 
His profile got a major boost after Ellen 
DeGeneres invited him on her show 

following his viral spelling-bee prank, 
but he’s been building a following with 
both teacher and non-teacher material 
for more than a decade. His debut 2023 
special, “Don’t Eat the Crayons,” leaned 
fully into classroom chaos and the 
strange anthropology of parent-teacher 
conferences.

“Dad on Arrival,” available now on 
YouTube, marks a shift.

He’s still talking about school. 
Still talking about students, parents 
and the general absurdity of being 
responsible for other human beings. 
The difference now: that he’s one of 
the parents — and a brand-new one at 
that. The material opens up accordingly, 

Joe Dombrowski. Courtesy photo
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moving easily from fertility clinics to 
colonoscopies to Midwest food cravings 
to the cultural whiplash of relocating 
from Michigan to Seattle. Like the best 
comics, Dombrowski delivers big laughs 
while sneaking in something deeper: 
a perspective shaped in real time, 
somewhere between the classroom and 
the nursery. 

Of course I know better, but when I 
watched your appearance on “The 
Late Show with Stephen Colbert” 
on YouTube ahead of this interview, 
I couldn’t stop myself from taking a 
peek at the comments. There were so 
many lovely ones, including from your 

frat brothers! One after another saying 
you were the same person they knew 
back then. It felt like your entire life was 
showing up there.

I guess I’m just a mystical gay charmer. 
[Laughs.] Yeah, the frat. My frat brothers 
really did pop their heads in on that one, 
which was funny. They were all on a 
golf outing the day that aired.   Overall, 
the comments were really positive. I 
was surprised! There were some loser 
comments mixed in, but I mean, let the 
trash take itself out.

Some people just don’t have enough to 
do.

Exactly.

I was also struck by how many people 
from different parts of your life were 
chiming in.

I know, I love that. If you meet somebody 
who knows me, they say I’m the same 
person that you see on stage, off stage. 
I’m the same person that I’ve always 
been. And I take pride in that. It’s not a 
persona, this is just what I do.

One of the things about my comedy 
is that when you come to my show, no 
matter who you are, you’re never out of 
the joke. My show is gay because I am. I’m 
just talking to you about life. It happens 
to be through the lens of a gay guy. And 
when you look out in the audience, it’s a 
very diverse mix of people.

Even with a newborn, you’re still 
touring — that’s impressive! How are 
you doing it?

Yeah. I don’t know how. God bless the 
grandmas, who are coming in to save the 
day when I go on the road.

What’s the biggest difference between 
“Don’t Eat the Crayons” and “Dad on 
Arrival”?

The evolution from teacher to parent is 
really unique. I thought I understood kids 
as a teacher. Now I’m a parent [gulps]. 
It’s funny when I watch “Don’t Eat the 
Crayons,” I’m like, “Oh, you really thought 
you knew, didn’t you?”

I was thinking about that while 
watching the bit about parent-teacher 
conferences. I wondered if you’re going 
to be a different parent in that room 
than the parents you used to deal with.

Oh, for sure. Because being a teacher 
was such an eye-opening experience 
— you see people for who they are at 
all walks of life. You have these parents 
come in who are a little jaded, who have 
a chip on their shoulder. 

But now, having to go into parent-
teacher conferences — we’re already 
doing that, interviewing preschools that 
he’s gonna end up going to — I have to 
catch myself and be like, “Oh hey, you 
are that asshole now. Do you remember 
how those assholes used to talk to you 
when you were getting paid $25,000 
a year?” And now, as a parent, I’m like, 
they just want the absolute best for their 
child. It’s the most important thing in the 
world.

Before the baby arrived, what were 
you most excited about? And now that 
the baby is here, what’s been the most 
exciting — or terrifying — part?

I think that I had rose-colored glasses 
on more than I ever should have. I didn’t 
really focus on just how hard it was gonna 
be. You know all these people who are 
parents, and you have your own parents, 
and you’re like, “Well, they survived.”

But holy shit, I’m dying. I’ve never 
been this tired in my life, and I was not 
expecting that. You quite literally stop 
everything. There’s nothing else you can 
do during that time that they’re awake 
except be their parent. And it took a 
quick adjustment. But once you succumb 
to that, it’s beautiful. And then, it’s really 
cool to just ignore everything else that’s 
going on in the world — especially now 
when there’s such craziness happening 
— and just focus on your family.

Some of the funniest parts of the 
special are straight out of the fertility 
clinic waiting room. What surprised you 
most about this process for your family?

We found that even in Seattle, the system 
is clearly built for straight couples. You 
are quickly reminded you’re living in 
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somebody else’s world. My 
husband’s name is Morgan 
and people would say, “Oh 
well, when she gets here…” 
I’d be like “Oh yeah, her and 
her huge clit will be here in 
just a second.”

You start to realize so many 
different nuances of being 
a gay parent: being billed 
twice on accident because 
we’re both men and they 
don’t know who’s the dad. 
So they’re billing both of the 
people.

For the most part, people 
are curious, and we don’t 
make anyone feel stupid for 
asking questions. But you 
are very quickly reminded 
that we as LGBTQ+ people 
are out of the loop most of 
the time, and you just have 
to navigate that. In my case, 
it made for hilarious stories 
that went into the special.

What joke in the special gets 
the most unexpected but 
consistent laugh?

There’s one from the first special where I talk about moving to 
Seattle from Michigan, and I say, “My husband and I were very 
liberal, we’re very open-minded, but when we moved to Seattle, 
we looked at each other and said, “Are we Republicans?” That 
never fails. And from the current special, when I tell people I had 
to get a colonoscopy and the doctor said, “Hey Joe, this might 
hurt a little,” and I said, “I think we’re fine.” Never fails.

You’ve also released two crowd-work specials. How did you 
get good at crowd work?

I’m an extrovert who’s riddled with ADHD. But also, people 
categorize comedians as crowd-work comics, and that’s not 
really a thing. If you’re a comedian and you can’t do crowd work, 
you’re not a comedian. We’re live performers, and anything 
could happen in the room at any moment. If someone volleys at 
you, you volley it back.

Being a teacher helped because you never know what’s 
going to happen in the classroom, and you just have to roll with 
the punches. My students were basically little drunk adults, and 
comedy clubs are drunk adults who act like 5 year olds.

You talk in the special about your dad encountering Seattle 
culture for the first time. Have those conversations with your 
parents changed over time?

We’ve been here almost nine years now. In the beginning, it was 
pretty much like walking them around and saying, “Hey, we’re 
not in a zoo. Just keep to yourself.” But the thing I never thought 
I’d hear both my parents say is that now that they have their first 
grandbaby, they realize we are in the best place for us and for 
our family.

As weird as Seattle might be to them, they know that for the 
vast majority of people, my baby living with two dads is generally 
accepted.

What do you miss most about the Midwest?

Jet’s Pizza with ranch dressing, more than anything. Oh my god, 
that used to run through my veins. Also, the food in general. We 
don’t have Arabic food over here in Seattle, which is crazy. My 
mom’s from Dearborn — I grew up on that.

Lastly, if a young gay kid in Southeast Michigan watches your 
special, what do you hope they take away from it?

It’s so cliche, but it’s so true: If you want to do something, you 
can. You’re going to get a lot of no’s along the way. But you 
will find a way to get a yes if you want to get a yes. So the only 
person who can ultimately tell you a final no is you. So you might 
as well keep hustling, sister. 

Joe Dombrowski during his “Dad on Arrival” special. Courtesy photo
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  Boyfriend vs. Partner
Continued from page 13

might be queer. Thus, “partner” went mainstream. 
There was irony in how “partner” leapt from queer communities 

to heterosexual parlance, and it was in the timing. This shift 
seemed to come just as many young queer people — myself 
included — began questioning the inherent heteronormativity of 
marriage. The concept of marriage had been shoved down our 
throats by every book, movie, social gathering and dinner with 
the parents from time immemorial. We were not ungrateful for 
the work our forebears had put in to achieve marriage equality, 
but we had become weary of conforming to social norms. We 
had been doing it all our lives, after all. So, we largely replaced 
“spouse” with “partner” as well.

All of this to say, once again, that I hate it when people hoist 
“partner” on me. When I’m expected by my straight friends to use 
“partner,” it’s like being expected by them to get married all over 
again, but with cooler lingo. Why must I conform to yet another 
expectation? Why can’t I say “boyfriend” without someone 
leveling me up? I want a “boyfriend.” I want all the secret kisses, 
late nights, alleyway makeouts, wilted roses, superficial status 
and furious rebellion that the word implies. I want that explosive 
moment when I say the word out loud to my parents for the 
first time, changing our relationship forever. I want that feeling 
of walking down the hall, hand in hand, and everyone thinking, 
“They’re boyfriends.” Of course, it’s not Brittany from Biology 
thinking this, now that I’m an adult. It’s some random 60-year-
old Aunt Gladys in Food Lion. 

But that’s still what I want. 
Indeed, that’s what I never had, coming of age in a beet red 

region of Virginia in the early 2000s, pre-Gay Lance Bass. 
There’s also the simple matter of me and my boyfriend only 

being together for three years. Need I remind you that the word 
“partner” still has a reputation as a stepping stone to marriage 
for queers? Perhaps it’s not that I want to linger in this boyfriend 
stage simply to regain something lost. Perhaps it’s also that I 
don’t want a larger commitment just yet, respectability politics 
be damned. My fellow queers will keep getting married and 
I’ll keep fighting alongside them for that right, but my personal 
participation is not necessary for the future of the institution. 
That will come when I’m good and ready. You’ll all know when 
it happens because I’ll start calling that guy I’m always with my 
partner.

It’s funny, because in Peru, where I now live with my boyfriend 
Renzo, there’s no extra connotation surrounding the word 
“pareja,” or partner. Here, it doesn’t mean anything serious and 
it’s practically synonymous with “boyfriend” or “girlfriend.” Of 
course, I didn’t know that when Renzo, after a year of dating 
me, introduced us as “parejas” at a party. I blacked out in that 
moment: red lights danced across my vision and screeching 
tire brakes obliterated my eardrums. I thought my life was over. 
I thought I had wound up in a gay “Fatal Attraction.” We’ve 
worked things out since then. 

But I still won’t call Renzo my partner. At least not in English.
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ACCOMMODATIONS

Annabel’s & Co. 
Catering
5600 Crooks Road, Troy, MI 48098

annabelscatering.com
annabelscateringmi@gmail.com

248-766-5980

Crowne Plaza Lansing West
925 S. Creyts Road, Lansing, MI 48917
ihg.com/crowneplaza/hotels/us/en/
reservation
517-323-7100

Doubletree by Hilton Detroit/
Dearborn
5801 Southfield Freeway, Detroit, MI 
48228
dearborn.doubletree.com
shawna.fleming@hilton.com
313-982-3990

Graduate Ann Arbor
615 E Huron, Ann Arbor, MI 48104
graduateannarbor.com
phourani@graduateannarbor.com
734-769-2200
Located adjacent to the University 
of Michigan in the charming city of 
Ann Arbor, the Graduate Hotel is the 
ideal spot for your Southern Michigan 
wedding. While the common areas are 
decorated with a delightfully wry nod to 
academia, the private gathering spaces 
are full of understated elegance. With 
three ballrooms to choose from, the 
Graduate has something for everyone.

Grand Haven Spring Lake 
Waterfront Holiday Inn
940 W. Savidge, Spring Lake, MI 48456
higrandhaven.com
vleaver@higrandhaven.com
888-407-6675

Irving House at Harvard
24 Irving St., Cambridge, MA 02138
irvinghouse.com
stay@irvinghouse.com
617-547-4600
Comfortable accommodations near the 
ambiance of Harvard Square.

Kensington Hotel
3500 South State St., Ann Arbor, MI 
48108
kcourtaa.com
jsands@kcourtaa.com
734-636-0481

Labrys Resort
4115 N Scenic Hwy, Honor, MI 49640
labryswoods.com
231-882-5994

MotorCity Casino Hotel
2901 Grand River Ave., Detroit, MI 48201
motorcitycasino.com
866-782-9622

Park House Inn
888 Holland St., Saugatuck, MI 49453
parkhouseinn.com
info@parkhouseinn.com
269-857-4535

PrairieSide Suites Luxury Bed & 
Breakfast
3180 Washington Ave. SW, Grandville, 
MI 49418
prairieside.com
reservations@prairieside.com
616-538-9442

Saugatuck Weekends, Inc.
P.O. Box 339, Douglas, MI 49406
saugatuckoutdoorresorts.com
michael@cfrpm.com
616-836-6230

The Dunes Resort
333 Blue Star Hwy., Douglas, MI 49406
dunesresort.com
info@dunesresort.com
269-857-1401
Midwest’s largest LGBTQ+ resort and 
entertainment complex located in West 
Michigan’s beautiful Saugatuck and 
Douglas.

BAKERIES

Crust - a Baking Company
104 W Caroline Street, Fenton, MI 48430
crustandbeyond.com
810-629-8882

Dessert Diva
6610 Franklin Rd., Bloomfield, MI 48301
dessertdivallc.com
dessertdivallc@aol.com
248-417-0067

Good Cakes and Bakes
19363 Livernois, Detroit, MI 48221
goodcakesandbakes.com
313-468-9915

Jefferson Market
609 W. Jefferson, Ann Arbor, MI 48103
jeffersonmarketandcakery.com
cake@thejeffersonmarket.com
734-665-6666 

Sorella’s Custom Cakes
31672 Five Mile Rd,, Livonia, MI 48154
sorellashomemade.com
sorellas.homemade@gmail.com

Sweet Dreams
3848 Thirteen Mile Rd, Warren, MI 48092
sweetdreamsweb.com
info@sweetdreamsweb.com
586-751-8900

The Home Bakery
300 S. Main St., Rochester, MI 48307
thehomebakery.com
art@thehomebakery.com
248-651-4830

BANQUET HALL/
CATERING

Ann Arbor City Club
1830 Washtenaw Ave., Ann Arbor, MI 
48104
annarborcityclub.org
greg@annarborcityclub.org
734-662-3279

Chive Kitchen
33043 Grand River Ave., Farmington, MI 
48336
chivekitchen.com
suzy@chivekitchen.com
248-516-7144

Club Venetian
29310 John R, Madison Heights, MI 48071
clubvenetian.com
linda@clubvenetian.com
248-399-6788

2025 EQUALITY VENDORS  
Wedding   
 Directory
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Flint Institute Of Arts
1120 E Kearsley St., Flint, MI 48503
flintarts.org
info@flintarts.org
810-234-1695

Holiday Market
1203 S. Main St., Royal Oak, MI 48067
holiday-market.com
holidaymarket@holiday-market.com
248-541-1414

Jeff Zak Catering, Inc.
696 N. Mill St. #102, Plymouth, MI 48170
jeffzakcatering.com
events@jeffzakcateringmi.com
734-459-7125
We are a full service caterer located in 
downtown Plymouth. We have over 15 
years of catering expertise to orchestrate 
your event beautifully. At Jeff Zak 
Catering we offer two in house chefs, a 
floral designer, a fabulous wait staff and 
bartenders to ensure your day is planned 
down to the very last detail.

Joe’s Gourmet Catering & Events
33152 W. Seven Mile Rd., Livonia, MI 48152
joesproduce.com
laura@joesgourmetcatering.com
248-477-4333

Laurel Manor
39000 Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI 48150
laurelmanor.com
jenniferm@lauralmanor.com
734-779-4524

Mongers’ Provisions
3127 12 Mile Rd., Berkley, MI 48072
mongersprovisions.com
info@mongersprovisions.com
248-468-4487

Portofino Restaurant, Banquet 
Facility & Dinner Cruises
3455 Biddle Ave., Wyandotte, MI 48192
portofinoontheriver.com
734-281-6700

Thomas’s Catering
6371 Commerce Dr., Westland, MI 48185
thomasscatering.com
info@thomassdining.com
734-525-5610

Zuccaro Banquets & Catering
46601 Gratiot, Chesterfield Twp, MI 48051
zuccaros.com
zbc@zuccaros.com
586-949-4110

BEAUTY SPA

Beauty Bar & Boutique
444 S Main St., Plymouth, MI 48170
facebook.com/beautybardetroit
info@beautybarandboutique.com
248-979-3083

Jessica’s Apothecary
920, North Main Street, Old Fourth Ward, 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104

LunchboxWax
800 E. Big Beaver Road, Troy, MI 48083
lunchboxwax.com
248-301-8959
Walk into LunchboxWax with hair you 

don’t want, then leave feeling bare, 
beautiful and confident in just a matter 
of minutes! As a full-service speed-
waxing salon, we deliver a unique guest 
experience. It’s true what they say about 
us — hair today, gone tomorrow. We utilize 
refined, effective speed-waxing techniques 
to give you smooth, glowing skin.

CHAUFFEURS/
LIMOUSINES/

TRANSPORTATION

ALLSTAR Chauffeured 
Services
2045 Austin Drive, Troy, MI 48083

allstarvip.com
reservations@allstarvip.com

248-549-8800

CHARTER YACHTS

Infinity & Ovation Yacht Charters
400 Maple Park Blvd. Ste. 404, St. Clair 
Shores, MI 48081
infinityandovation.com
info@infinityandovation.com
586-217-3907

DJ

Chris-Anthony Entertainment
6103 Rochester Rd., Troy, MI 48085
Chris-AnthonyEntertainment.com
ca@danceparty.com
248-640-5326
Over 20 Years Experience as a Professional 
DJ/Emcee, Corporate Events, Weddings, 
Parties, Fashion Shows, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, 
Graduation Parties, Sweet 16 and more!

Encore Event Group
21312 Hill Top St., Southfield, MI 48033
EncoreEventGroup.com
rob@encoreeventgroup.com
877-643-8368

Five Star Entertainment LLC
5127 Kimberly Dr., Grand Blanc, MI 48439
FiveStarEntertainmentLLC.com
info@fivestarentertainmentllc.com
810-953-0598

Super Dave DJ
18 Moser Pl, Mt. Clemens, MI 48043
superdavedj.com/photo-booths
dave@superdavedj.com
248-730-2327

ENTERTAINMENT

JD Entertainment
Clinton Twp, MI 48036
jdentertainment.com
info@jdentertainment.net
586-468-9560
DJ, Photography, Videography, 
Photobooth. We do it all!

EVENT PLANNERS

Joshua Lewis Berg, Humanist 
Celebrant
michiganhumanist.com
joshua@michiganhumanist.com
818-530-6001

Lavender Doves, LLC
P.O. Box 3361, Farmington Hills, MI 48333
lavenderdoves.com
tinalittle@lavenderdoves.com
313-506-7842

Shoreline Event Design
shorelineeventdesign.com
Taking a client-focused, collaborative 
approach, Shoreline Event Design works 
directly with you to ensure you enjoy every 
moment of your engagement, stress-free. 
Our planning services are completely 
customizable to every couple’s unique 
vision for their big day, with the ability to 
be as hands-off or hands-on as you wish. 
If you’d like a seamless wedding-planning 
experience, look no further: Shoreline 
Event Design will be there for you from 
our initial consultation to the day you say, 
“I do!”

Two Unique Caterers & Event 
Planners
4303 Delemere Ct, Royal Oak, MI 48073
twounique.com
248-549-5242
Our company has been serving Metro 
Detroit since 1991, giving us established 
relationships with everyone in the industry. 
This translates to savings that we happily 
pass down to our clients. We are your 
single point of contact for every detail; 
culinary, linens, china, floral, entertainment, 
tents, decorations, ice carvings, sound & 
staging, etc.

FLORISTS

Bellisario Florist
23420 Gratiot Ave., Eastpointe, MI 48021
bellisarioflorist.com
info@bellisarioflorist.com
586-773-7070
Also in Birmingham at: The China Closet, 
219 N. Old Woodward Ave. 48009 (by 
appointment only)

Blossoms
33866 Woodward Ave., Birmingham, MI 
48009
blossomsbirmingham.com
customerservice@blossomsbirmingham.
com
248-644-4411

Blumz by JRDesigns
1260 Library Street, Detroit, MI 48226
503 E Nine Mile Road, Ferndale, MI 48220
blumz.com
blumz@blumz.com
313-964-5777

Michael B. Anthony
1600 Clay St., Detroit, MI 48211
michaelbanthony.com
contact@michaelbanthony.com
313-215-7251

Norton’s Flowers and 
Gifts
2900 Washtenaw Ave., 
Ypsilanti, MI 48197

nortonsflowers.com
service@nortonsflowers.com

734-434-2700
Avoid being fooled by national flower 
delivery sites that aren’t real florists. 
Norton’s is a real local florist, founded 
in 1892, with stores in Ann Arbor and 
Ypsilanti, Michigan. We offer a large 
variety of elegant, exotic, and vibrant 
flower selections imported from around the 

world. For weddings, events, or everyday, 
our goal is to help you make the greatest 
emotional impact possible, whether your 
needs are spectacular or modest. We 
Deliver the WOW!

Wildscape Floral Co
206 East Huron Street, Old Fourth Ward, 
Ann Arbor,MI 48104
wildscapefloralco.com
chelsea@wildscapefloralco.com
810-569-5114
Our style is unique. We pull inspiration 
from the natural world, the curl of a grape 
vine around a branch, the cascading rush 
of bougainvillea against a fence, the first 
push of snowdrops against last year’s 
leaves. If nature is our language, flowers 
are our dialect. Each piece designed is 
purposeful, with just a touch of wildness.”

INVITATIONS

Sizemore Selectives
sizemoreselectives.com
sizemoreselectives@wowway.com
586-737-7492

JEWELERS

Abracadabra Jewelry / 
Gem Gallery
205 E. Liberty St., Ann Arbor, MI 48104

abragem.com
734-994-4848

Coughlin Jewelers
516 South Riverside Ave., St. Clair, MI 
48079
coughlinjewelers.com
contactus@coughlinjewelers.com
810-329-6866

Darakjian Jewelers
101 Willits St., Birmingham, MI 48009
darakjian.com
248-356-7140

Diamond Castle Jewelers
39955 Grand River, Novi, MI 48375
diamondcastlejewelers.com
248-442-2440

Elements Custom Jewelry Studio
512 S. Center St, Royal Oak, MI 48067
elementsjewelrystudio.com
elementsbrendan@sbcglobal.net
248-544-4111

Giorgio Conti Jewelers
22637, Woodward Avenue, 
Ferndale, Michigan 48220

gconti.com
info@gconti.com

248-569-6747
Giorgio Conti Jewelers is Ferndale’s trusted 
destination for buying and appraising 
fine jewelry, luxury watches, diamonds, 
gold, and silver. With a legacy rooted 
in expertise and integrity, we bring a 
high standard of professionalism and 
transparency to every evaluation, offering 
clients both top value and a refined, client-
centered experience.

Our team of seasoned gemologists and 
appraisers is committed to delivering 
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honest appraisals and top offers for 
exceptional pieces. Giorgio Conti Jewelers 
values the unique story behind each item 
and provides unmatched service for those 
seeking to sell, upgrade, or understand the 
worth of their cherished possessions.

Lewis Jewelers
300 S Maple Rd., Ann Arbor, MI  
48103

lewisjewelers.com
lewisjewelers@aol.com

734-994-5111

Matthew H. Gross Jewelry Studio
2689 Coolidge Hwy., Berkley, MI 48072
mhgjewelry.com
mhg@mhgjewelry.com
248-584-0253

Miner’s Den Jewelers
3417 Rochester Rd., Royal Oak, MI 48073
minersden.com
tilla@minersden.com
248-585-6950

Orin Jewelers, Inc.
29317 Ford Rd., Garden City, MI 48135
orinjewelers.com
sales@orinjewelers.com
734-422-7030 or 248-349-6940

OFFICIANTS

American Marriage Ministries
506 2nd Ave #1008, Seattle, MI 98104
theamm.org
brittany@theamm.org
206-395-9164

Reverand Diane Clancy
49627 Teton Pass , Shelby Township, 
MI 48315
revdianeclancy.com
diane@revdianeclancy.com
586-935-8040
Wedding Officiant and Ordained Minister

The Wedding Connection
10544 Lincoln Dr., Huntington Woods, MI 
48070
theweddingconnection.net
info@theweddingconnection.net
248-543-7396
Miriam Jerris is licensed in Ontario Canada
Wedding Officiant Mark P. Ephraim
P.O. Box 930576, Wixom, MI 48393
weddingofficiantmarkpephraim.com
markpephraim@gmail.com

PHOTO BOOTHS

Rockstar Weddings
8450 Pershing, Centerline, MI 48015
rock-star-weddings.com
yvan@rock-star-weddings.com
248-658-8210

Shutter Booth
1225 E. Eleven Mile Rd., Royal Oak, MI 
48068
shutterbooth.com
info@shutterbooth.com
888-780-8837 

 

TapSnap
6476 Orchard Lake Rd. Ste. A, West 
Bloomfield, MI 48322
tapsnapdetroit.com
detroit@tapsnap.net
248-419-1047

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Daniels Portraits
danielsportraits.com
info@danielsportraits.com

Derek Cookson Photography
1211 E Lincoln, Royal Oak, MI 48073
imakeyoulookawesome.com
dcooksonphoto@gmail.com
248-224-7423

Girl with the Tattoos
girlwiththetattoos.com
jess.robertson@yahoo.com
248-982-6115

It Clicks Photo LLC
21602, Shady Lane Avenue, Saint Clair 
Shores, Michigan 48080
itclicksphoto.com
erika@itclicksphoto.com
586-615-8697
Metro-Detroit Wedding Photographers 
specializing in non-traditional + slightly 
candid wedding imagery

Jay Dreifus Photography
1946 Shore Hill Dr., Bloomfield Hills, MI 
48302
jaydreifusphotography.com
jay@jaydreifusphotography.com
248-613-1109

Megan Hannon Photography
Based in Ann Arbor, MI 
meganhannonphotography.com
info@meganhannonphotography.com
517-795-6534

Milhem Images
243 Mulholland Dr., Ann Arbor, MI 48103
milhemimages.com
janice@milhemimages.com
248-797-2499

Natalie Mae Photography
Ann Arbor, MI 48104
nataliemaephotography.com
nataliemaephotography@yahoo.com
517-414-2117

Onyx + Opal Creative Co.
975 N. Main St., Suite H, Frankenmuth, MI 
48734
onyxandopalcreativeco.com
info@onyxandopalcreativeco.com

Patterson Photography
elissapattersonphotography.com
pattersonphotographyllc@gmail.com
517-798-7407

Rawlinson Photography
1365 South Main St, Plymouth, MI 48170
rawlinsonphoto.com
rawlinsonphotography@comcast.net
734-453-8872

Russell Photography
2788 Armstrong Dr., Lake Orion, MI 48360
russellphotos.com
wrvideo@hotmail.com
248-408-7863

Sisse Photos
Ferndale, MI 48220
sissephotos.com
sissephoto@gmail.com
248-756-1818

That Gay Photographer
thatgayphotographer.com
hello@thatgayphotographer.com
586-651-5095

TRAVEL

Rainbow Getaways
rainbowgetaways.net
contactus@rainbowgetaways.net
321-344-9001

Wave Goodbye Vacations and 
Honeymoons
Rochester Hills, MI 48309
rainbowweddingnetwork.com
amy@wavegoodbyevacations.com
248-794-0477

TUXEDOS

Chelsea Menswear & Tuxedos
2944 Biddle Ave., Wyandotte, MI 48192
chelseamenswear.com
evan@chelseamenswear.com
734-282-7755

The Tux Shop on Woodward
33437 Woodward Ave., Birmingham, MI 
48009
thetuxshoponwoodward.com
info@thetuxshoponwoodward.com
248-644-5055

Todd’s Menswear
520 West 11 Mile Rd., Royal Oak, MI 48067
esuit.com
248-865-9963

VENUES

2Gather Elegant Event
3391 Cross Creek Parkway, Auburn Hills, 
Michigan 48326
2gathermore.com
kim@2gathermore.com
248-724-6282
Modern, Upscale, and Private—Your 
Dream Wedding Venue Awaits!
Looking for a wedding venue that combines 
elegance, flexibility, and personalized 
service? 2Gather Elegant Event Venue offers 
a stunning setting for up to 225 guests, 
complete with get-ready suites, a dedicated 
ceremony room, beautiful patios, and a 
breathtaking ballroom.

Andiamo Banquets & Catering
7096 E. 14 Mile Rd., Warren, MI 48092
andiamocatering.com/warren/
dlagocki@andiamoitalia.com
586-268-0200

Barrister Gardens
24225 Harper Ave., St. Clair Shores, MI 
48080
barristergardens.com
barristergardens@gmail.com
586-773-4040

Burton Manor Banquet and 
Conference Center
27777 Schoolcraft Rd., Livonia, MI 48150
burtonmanor.net
eventexperts@burtonmanor.net
734-427-9110

Chippewa Hotel 
Waterfront
7221 Main Street, P.O. Box 250, 
Mackinac Island, Michigan 49757

chippewahotel.com
bart@chippewahotel.com

906-847-3341
Established in 1902, the Chippewa Hotel 
Waterfront has 57 guest rooms and an 
incredible view of Main Street and the 
Mackinac Island Marina. Home to the 
famous Pink Pony, where live music can be 
found every night. We are open seasonally 
from May through October.

Delta Hotels Marriott
31500 Wick Rd., Romulus, MI 48174
marriott.com/DTWDE
enrique.martinez@rkjhotel.com
734-351-5205

Detroit Foundation Hotel
250 W Larned St, Detroit, MI 48226
detroitfoundationhotel.com
eohara@detroitfoundationhotel.com
313-800-5500

Detroit Marriott Livonia
17100 Laurel Park North, Livonia, MI 48152
marriott.com/hotels/travel/dtwli-detroit-
marriott-livonia
734-462-3100
Weddings and Commitment Ceremonies 
Welcome!

Detroit Opera House
1526 Broadway St., Detroit, MI 48226
michiganopera.org/detroit-opera-house-
events
313-395-0206

Eastern Michigan University
900 Oakwood - Student Center #312, 
Ypsilanti, MI 48197
emich.edu/bookemu
bookemu@emich.edu
734-487-4108

Embassy Suites by Hilton Detroit 
Troy/ Auburn Hills
850 Tower Drive, Troy, MI 48098
embassysuites3.hilton.com
dtttr_ds@hilton.com
248-879-7500

Embassy Suites Livonia
19525 Victor Parkway, Livonia, MI 48153
detroitlivonia.embassysuites.com
734-855-8891
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Farina’s Banquet Center
2485 Cooldige Hwy, Berkley, MI 48072
farinasbanquet.com
brooke_farinas@yahoo.com
248-546-7800

Harmonie Club
311 E. Grand River Ave, 
Detroit, MI 48226
313-701-3084
Located in Detroit, MI, the Harmonie 
Club is a gorgeous wedding venue that 
sets the stage for an unforgettable 
celebration with loved ones. The 
property is perfect for all kinds of special 
occasions, whether you’re hosting 
a gathering with your nearest and 
dearest or a grand soiree. With excellent 
customer service, a selection of modern 
facilities, and several event spaces, 
Harmonie Club is the perfect choice 
for you!

Hyatt Place and Diamond 
Center at Suburban Collection 
Showplace
46100 Grand River Ave., Novi, MI 48374
diamondbanquetcenter.com
dc@suburbanshowplace.com
248-348-5600 x231

MacRay Harbor Event Center
30675 North River Rd., Harrison Twp., 
MI 48045
macray.com
586-468-1900

Matthaei Botanical Gardens
1800 N. Dixboro Rd., 
Ann Arbor, MI 48105
mbgna.umich.edu
734-647-7600
For your special day, plan a wedding 
made by nature. Set your wedding 
outdoors in one of our formal gardens or 
spaces, or indoors amid the lush tropical 
setting of the Conservatory.

MGM Grand Detroit
1777 Third St., Detroit, MI 48226
mgmgranddetroit.com
877-888-2121
Five-star hotel and casino in the heart of 
downtown Detroit.

Moonrise Beach
2301 S. US Hwy 23, 
Greenbush Township, Michigan 48738
liznaturally.com/MoonriseBeach
moonrisebeachmichigan@gmail.com
989-724-3155
Moonrise Beach is a private Lake 
Huron venue for all kinds of outdoor 
celebrations — weddings, family 
gatherings, engagements, proposals, 
anniversaries and celebrations of life. A 
place of love and kindness where people 
can connect, laugh, play, dance and sing. 

Otsego Club and Resort
696 M-32 E., PO Box 556, Gaylord, MI 
49735
otsegoclub.com
989-732-5181

Perry Hotel
100 Lewis Street, 
Petoskey, MI 49770

theperryhotel.com
guestservices@theperryhotel.com

231-347-4000
For over 122 years, Perry Hotel has stood 
as Petoskey’s quintessential landmark, 
evoking historic grandeur that embraces 
modern sophistication. More than a 
stay, it’s a favorite destination to cherish 
history, seek cultural encounters, and 
thrive on Northern Michigan’s renowned 
outdoor lifestyle. Revel in the scenic 
vistas and indulge in our first-class 
service for an extraordinary experience.

Radisson Detroit - Farmington 
Hills
31525 West 12 Mile Rd, Farmington Hills, 
MI 48336
radisson.com
248-553-0000

Rochester Hills Museum at Van 
Hoosen Farm
1005 Van Hoosen Rd., Rochester Hills, 
MI 48306
rochesterhills.org/museum
248-841-2674

Ronora Lodge and Retreat 
Center
9325 Dwight Boyer Rd., Watervliet, MI 
49098
ronoralodge.com
ronoralodge@gmail.com
269-463-6315

Royal Park Hotel
600 E. University Dr., Rochester, MI 48307
royalparkhotel.net
jkovacs@royalparkhotel.net
248-652-2600

Shanty Creek Resort
5780 Shanty Creek Rd., Bellaire, MI 49615
shantycreek.com
plockhart@shantycreek.com
231-533-3092

Stafford’s Bay View Inn
2011 Woodland Ave, 
Petoskey, MI 49770
thebayviewinn.com
bayview@staffords.com
231-347-2771
Our charming Country Inn built in 1886, 
has been enchanting visitors for over 
130 years.

Sycamore Hills Golf Club
48787 North Avenue, Macomb, MI 48042
sycamorehills.com
banquets@sycamorehills.com
586-598-9500

Tandale Nature Barn
2605 South Old US Highway 23, 
Brighton, Michigan 48114
tandalenaturebarn.com
tandalenaturebarn@gmail.com
810-222-9704
Tandale Nature Barn is Southeast 
Michigan’s premier wedding and event 
venue set in the heart of a certified 

wildlife habitat. Surrounded by 25 
acres of serene landscapes, we offer an 
unforgettable experience where nature 
meets timeless elegance. Tandale Nature 
Barn offers an extraordinary setting 
where nature’s beauty and refined 
luxury come together, creating the 
perfect backdrop for your unforgettable 
celebration. Immerse yourself in 
the serenity of the outdoors while 
enjoying unparalleled luxury for a truly 
unforgettable experience.

The Gem & Colony Club
333 Madison Ave., Detroit, MI 48226
gemtheatre.com
313-963-9800

The Henry Autograph Collection
300 Town Center Dr., Dearborn, MI 48126
behenry.com
laura.bolduc@behenry.com
313-441-2000

The Peninsula Room at Bowers 
Harbor Estates
13512 Peninsula Dr., Old Mission 
Peninsula, Traverse City, MI 49686
Peninsularoom.com
barb@missiontable.net
231-944-6984

The Renaissance Baronette Hotel
27790 Novi Rd., Novi, MI 48377
thebaronette.com
amber.gaines@thebaronette.com
248-349-7800

The Village Chapel
123 Second St., Fowlerville, MI 48836
loveislovechapel.com
loveislovechapel@gmail.com
517-223-0517

Twin Lakes Golf & Swim Club
455 Twin Lakes Dr., Oakland, MI 48363-
2442
mytwinlakesgc.com
abaker@twinlakesgc.com
248-650-4550

Waldenwoods Resort and 
Conference Center
2975 Old US 23, Howell, MI 48855
waldenwoods.com
anne@waldenwoods.com
810-632-6401

Waterview Loft at Port Detroit
130 E. Atwater St., Detroit, MI 48226
waterviewloft.com
info@waterviewloft.com
313-307-4925

Westcroft Gardens & Farm
21803 W. River Road, Grosse Ile, MI 48138
westcroftgardens.com
info@westcroftgardens.com
734-676-2444

Willowbrook Mill
P O Box 719, 201 Mill St., Northport, MI 
49670
willowbrookmill.com
mimi@willowbrookmill.com
231-534-2142

Zingerman’s Cornman 
Farms
8540 Island Lake Road, 
Dexter, MI 48130

734-619-8100
zingermanscornmanfarms.com

Zingerman’s Cornman Farms is an 
event venue, culinary destination and 
picturesque estate mere minutes from 
Ann Arbor—but feels like it’s worlds 
away. Whether the wedding of your 
dreams is indoor or outdoor, intimate or 
grand, our property has stunning event 
spaces that will provide the perfect 
backdrop to your celebrations.

VIDEOGRAPHY

Modern Touch Media
moderntouchmedia.com
kyle@moderntouchmedia.com

Swensen Wedding Services
39320 Venetian Dr., Harrison Twp., MI 
48045
swensenweddingservices.com
info@swensenvideo.com
586-491-8888

Wedit
29630 Orchard Lake Rd., Farmington 
Hills, MI 48334
wedit.com
info@wedit.com
877-699-3348

WEDDING DRESSES

B. Ella Bridal
570 S. Main, Plymouth, MI 48170
b-ella-bridal.com
734-459-0000

Bombshell Bridal Boutique
27887 Harper Ave., St. Clair Shores, MI 
48081
bombshellbridal.boutique
bombshellbridalboutique@yahoo.com
586-294-7280
Bombshell Bridal caters to all sized 
brides, offering plus-sized wedding 
gowns and formal attire. 

Sylvia Ann LLC
2279 Sunny Ridge Drive, Pinckney, MI 
48169
sylviaann.com
734-878-9044

The Wedding Shoppe
2186 Coolidge Highway, Berkley, MI 
48072
theweddingshoppe.net
info@theweddingshoppe.net
248-541-1988






