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NARRATIVES & POTENTIAL POLL QUESTIONS 
 

 
 

• Patrick Miles said he would not be afraid to “stand up” to Trump as Michigan’s 
state attorney general but when he had the chance to do so as a U.S. Attorney, 
he resigned the day Trump took office.  

 
• Miles was a classmate of Barack Obama’s at Harvard and Miles was Obama’s 

choice to serve as U.S. Attorney. He was appointed by the Obama 
Administration in 2012.  

 
• In 2013, Miles represented the Commissioner of Social Security in a case that 

denied Disability Insurance Benefits and Social Security Income to a plaintiff that 
had been disabled due to a bulging disc in his back, steel rods in both legs, and 
left hip pain.  

 
• As a candidate, Miles says he vows to accept the will of voters on marijuana 

laws. Progressives are saying that Miles lied when he stated he didn’t prosecute 
medical marijuana cases while US Attorney.  

 
• While Miles was Managing Editor of the Harvard Law Record, an article was 

published stating: “the [H.W.] Bush Administration is failing miserably to pursue 
even the most minimally progressive policy on civil rights.” The article argues that 
gang, crack, and homeless problems were caused by racism and quotes 
Malcolm X in saying, “The problem here in America is that we meet such a small 
minority of individual so-called ‘good’ or ‘brotherly’ white people.”  
 

• As a staff writer for the Harvard Law Record, Miles highlighted a speech of a 
public official who discussed the “damage” done by the Reagan administration.  

 
• Miles said he won’t let Trump get away with not implementing Obamacare.  

 
• Miles is a failed candidate, having decisively lost his campaign for a Michigan 

Congressional seat in 2010.  
 



 4 

• Miles’ campaign was funded mostly by money form big donors. More than 
$447,000 came from large contributions.  
 

• Miles said as Attorney General, he will champion LGBTQ rights.  
 

• Miles is pro-choice and said the threat in Michigan is real against women making 
decisions about their own bodies, and it’s coming from Trump.  Miles opposes 
Trump’s decision for employers to refuse providing contraception coverage to 
employees based on their own religious and moral beliefs.  
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BIOGRAPHY 

  
 

Name:    Patrick A. Miles, Jr.  
 
Birthdate:   October 19, 1967 
     
Family:   Father, Patrick A. Miles Sr., a retired Steelcase Senior Buyer,  
    former Chairman of the Grand Rapids Urban League Board of  
    Directors and former Chairman of the Grand Rapids Planning  
    Commission; 
    Mother, Shirley Cross Miles, who retired after teaching early  
    elementary students in the Grand Rapids Public Schools for 30  
    years. His mother is a descendant of freed slave Thomas W. Cross, 
    was reared on a family farm in Blanchard, Michigan and is related  
    to Dr. Merze Tate, the first African American woman to attend the  
    University of Oxford and to earn a Ph.D. in government and  
    international relations from Radcliffe College; 
    Sister, Angela Miles, is a television anchor/reporter based in  
    Chicago, Illinois. 
    
Education:   Ottawa Hills High School, graduated at age 16; 
    Great Lakes Christian College, freshman year;  
    Aquinas College, Business Administration and economics (1988);  
    Harvard Law School, graduated at age 23 (1993) 
 
Career:    Associate, Varnum Riddering Schmidt & Howlett, specialized in  
    business law and cable/telecommunications law; 
    Partner, at age 29 (1997); 
    Elected, Varnum management/policy committee (January 1, 2002  
    –  December 31, 2004); 
    Partner, Dickinson Wright (2006); 
    U.S. Attorney for the Western District of Michigan (2012 – 2017) 
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    Counsel, Barnes & Thornburg. Member of the Litigation D  
    department, corporate compliance, investigations, monitorships, a 
    and business transactions. 
 
Community Affiliations: Trustee, Aquinas College Board of Trustees (1993-2012); 
    Chairman, Grand Rapids Bar Association Diversity Committee  
    (1998 –  2002); 
    Trustee, Grand Rapids Bar Association (1999); 
    Chairman, Aquinas College Board of Trustees (2004-2018); 
    Established the Patrick Sr. and Shirley Miles Scholarship at  
    Aquinas College for African American students pursuing a degree  
    or career in business or education (2005); 
    President, Grand Rapids Black Chamber of Commerce (2011) 
    Member, DeVos Children’s Hospital Foundation Board; 
    Chairman, Inner-City Christian Federation Board of Directors; 
    Secretary and Treasurer, Hope Network; 
    Member, Greater Grand Rapids Area YMCA Board of Directors; 
 
Awards:    State Bar of Michigan’s Outstanding Young Lawyer Award  
    (1996); 
    Grand Rapids Press’ 10 corporate leaders to watch in the new  
    millennium (1999); 
    Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce Award; 
     Heart of West Michigan United Way;  
    Grand Rapids Branch NAACP Award;   
    Floyd Skinner Justice Giant Award (2003);  
    Business Direct Weekly named him to its 40 business leaders under 
    40, (March 2004); 
    The Grand Rapids Business Journal named Miles to its 40 under  
    40 business leaders list (October 1998), (December 2002),  
    (November 2007); 
 
 
 
 
  



 7 

 

METHODOLOGY 
   
 
Harvard Law Record: The Harvard Law Record is the oldest law school-affiliated newspaper 
in the United States. An independent and nonpartisan paper, it has been published since 1946. 
The Record provides a space for law students and professors to write investigative news stories 
that are not sanctioned by the law school administration. Accessed digital records online to 
review any available papers that Miles would have been editor of or written while on staff.   
 
LexisNexis: Conducted initial search of news articles related to Miles as a private attorney and 
U.S. Attorney. Reviewed articles including those related to the law firm Barnes & Thornburg 
which Miles joined in May 2017. Miles reportedly prosecuted the first-ever child sex trafficking 
case in the district and went on to prosecute 11 other defendants for sex trafficking minors. 
 
Michigan Courts: Searched cases involving Miles as attorney by name and the Barnes & 
Thornburg firm by company.  
 
Other online resources: Searched various websites for any additional information about Miles, 
including local blogs and websites. 
 
PACER: Searched attorney name for any federal cases Miles was involved with while a U.S. 
District Attorney. Quakenbush v. Commissioner of Social Security, case 1:13-cv-01087-RJJ-
ESC was the only result found. Information is included in this report although the initial 
complaint was not available online and would need to be requested in person if desired.   
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ANTI-TRUMP 
 

 
Patrick Miles said he would not be afraid to “stand up” to Trump as Michigan’s state 
attorney general. “Miles was less complimentary of Republican President Donald Trump, 
saying he would not be afraid to ‘stand up’ to Trump as a state attorney general.” [The Detroit 
News, 10/5/17] 
 

• “Former U.S. Attorney Patrick Miles Jr. vowed to stand up to the president, build trust 
between police and communities, protect consumers and accept the will of voters on 
marijuana laws. Miles, a Barack Obama appointee who resigned as U.S. Attorney for the 
Western District of Michigan as Donald Trump was sworn in, on Thursday, Sept. 28, 
returned to his high school, Ottawa Hills, to announce his candidacy for state attorney 
general.” [Michigan Live, 9/28/17] 

 
Yet when Miles had the chance as U.S. Attorney, he resigned the day Donald Trump took 
office. “Patrick Miles Jr. resigned as U.S. attorney on the day President Donald Trump took 
office.” [The Detroit News, 5/6/17] 
 

• “Miles, who served five years, resigned effective at noon Jan. 20, when Obama, an 
acquaintance at Harvard Law School, left office, and Trump was sworn in.” [Michigan 
Live, 5/10/17] 

 
Miles is said he glad he quit his position as U.S. Attorney because he wouldn’t have 
survived Trump. “He didn’t want the ‘day-to-day uncertainty’ of waiting for the Trump 
administration to make a move. Miles presumably would have joined the 46 other U.S. Attorneys 
ordered to resign by Trump in early March. Miles, a Democrat, said there was a ‘lot of 
uncertainty’ early on but he knew that ‘I wasn’t fully aligned with some of the positions of the 
new administration. ... It was just a good time to leave.’” [Michigan Live, 5/10/17] 
 
Miles says that many things in the Trump Administration are not consistent with American 
or Michigan values. ‘“We have seen a number of policies coming out of Washington and the 
Trump administration that we need an independent voice to say, ‘No, this is not constitutional or 
this is not consistent with our American or our Michigan values.”’ [The Detroit News, 10/5/17] 
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Miles said, “these are dangerous times.” ‘“I am running because these are dangerous times,’ 
Miles said, with supporters holding signs behind him near the school entrance.” [Michigan Live, 
9/28/17] 
 
Miles said that we’ve seen in many instances things coming out of the Trump 
Administration that were contrary to equality for all people, especially our LGBT 
community. “We’ve seen in many instances things coming out of the Trump Administration or 
things that were done by Attorney General Schuette that were contrary to equality for all people, 
especially our LGBT community. We saw an interference with the civil rights commission 
coming out of Washington, affecting the LGBT community as well as where the Attorney 
General Bill Schuette interfered in the Civil Rights Commission interpreting Elliott-Larsen to 
include protections for Michigan LGBT residents.” [Pride Source, 1/10/18] 
 
Editor’s Note: For more information on Miles’ comments, see “LGBT” section of this report. 
His primary opponent, Nessel is a lesbian and this information could be used against him by 
either the left or the right.  
  
Miles said that the threat in Michigan is real against women making decisions about their 
own bodies, and it’s coming from Trump.  Miles opposes Trump’s decision for employers 
to refuse providing contraception coverage to employees based on their own religious and 
moral beliefs. “I believe that matters of reproductive health should be decided by women, not 
politicians. And I oppose policies that coerce or criminalize women for making decisions about 
their own bodies. The threat in Michigan is real. For example, in 2014 the Michigan legislature 
passed a law prohibiting insurance companies from selling policies that include abortion 
coverage as a standard offering. Instead, women must secure coverage for reproductive services 
by purchasing a rider. This policy, fairly called ‘rape insurance,’ forces a woman to plan ahead 
for an unplanned pregnancy, including those caused by rape. Moreover, it forces a woman 
employee to have conversations with her employer about the matter. That’s wrong. The threat is 
also coming from the federal level. President Trump recently created a massive exception for 
employers to refuse contraception coverage based on the religious or moral beliefs of the 
employer.” [Campaign website, Accessed, 2/19/18] 
 
Editor’s Note: To see more on Miles’ position on abortion see “On the Issues” section of this 
report.  
 
Miles: “The manner in which Trump pushed through his measure violates the law. But 
even more important, Trump’s assault on women’s rights violates core constitutional 
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principles, including rights protected under the First Amendment and the Equal Protection 
Clause. Why should the moral beliefs of a woman’s employer determine whether or not she 
has affordable access to contraception?” [Campaign website, Accessed, 2/19/18] 
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OBAMA APPOINTEE & CLASSMATE 
  
 
Miles was a classmate of Barack Obama’s at Harvard and was Obama’s choice to serve as 
U.S. Attorney. Miles was appointed by the Obama Administration in 2012. “Grand Rapids 
native Patrick Miles Jr., a Harvard law school acquaintance of President Barack Obama, today 
became the first African-American to hold the U.S. Attorney post for the Western District of 
Michigan. Miles, 44, took the oath of office Monday morning from Chief Judge Paul L. 
Maloney, a move that came two weeks after the U.S. Senate confirmed Miles' nomination.” 
[Michigan Live, 7/9/12] 
 

• ‘“We played basketball together – pickup basketball games’ as classmates at Harvard 
Law School, Miles told reporters last week at a campaign launch event in Lansing.” [The 
Detroit News, 10/5/17] 

 
• “At Harvard, Miles was an acquaintance with Obama.” [Grand Valley Lanthom, 2/17/13] 

 
• “In March 2012, Miles was nominated by President Barack Obama to serve as U.S. 

Attorney for the Western District of Michigan and assumed office in July.” [Grand 
Valley Lanthom, 2/17/13] 

 
• HEADLINE: “Pat Miles, President Barack Obama’s U.S. Attorney choice, takes 

oath of office in Grand Rapids.” [Michigan Live, 7/9/12] 
 
Miles: “We have a good relationship.” “Their friendly rivalry extended off the court as well. 
Obama served as president of the Harvard Law Review, while Miles was president of the 
Harvard Law Record, a student newspaper. ‘When I became the first African-American president 
of the Law Record, I got no press coverage, but when he became president of the Law Review, 
he got coverage across the country, including the front page of my newspaper,’ Miles joked. ‘So, 
we have a good relationship.”’ [The Detroit News, 10/5/17] 
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U.S. ATTORNEY RECORD 
  
 
Miles: ‘“I don’t have to promise or talk about things I will do because I have a record.’” 
[Michigan Live, 9/28/17] 
 
SOCIAL SECURITY CASE 
 
Editor’s Note: There is not an electronic copy of the initial complaint available for this case and 
would need to be requested from the Western District Of Michigan. Enough details of the case 
are known through other available documents cited in this section to provide some information. 
This was the one federal case returned in the federal court system case locator.   
 
In 2013, Patrick Miles represented the Commissioner of Social Security in a case that 
denied Disability Insurance Benefits and Social Security Income to a plaintiff who applied 
for benefits on August 3, 2010, alleging that he had been disabled since February 19, 2010, 
due to a bulging disc in his back, steel rods in both legs, and left hip pain. Plaintiff’s 
applications were denied, after which time he requested a hearing before an Administrative 
Law Judge (ALJ). [United States District Court Western District Of Michigan, 2/10/15] 
 [United States District Court Western District Of Michigan, 10/2/13] 
 

• “The patient had a motor vehicle collision that occurred 14 years ago in which he broke 
his left femur and right tibia. He had rods placed in both of them. He also complains of 
left hip pain which occurred 10 years ago after a second motor vehicle collision that he 
had where he broke his left hip. There was no surgical intervention done at this time. The 
patient states that he is a factory worker and has difficulty completing tasks involving his 
job such as bending, lifting, twisting, and standing for long periods of time. The patient 
can stand for approximately 20 to 30 minutes, walk for 45 minutes, or sit for 
approximately 30 minutes. The patient can lift occasionally 30 pounds, frequently 10 
pounds, and constantly five pounds. The patient is taking Morphine and Norco for the 
pain which he says on some days helps him, but occasionally does not help his pain. 
Since the injury to his lumbar spine with the herniation in February of this year, patient 
was fired from his job due to his inability to bend and twist. He does not use an assistive 
device.” [United States District Court Western District Of Michigan, 2/10/15] 
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• “The doctor reported that Plaintiff can frequently lift/carry 10 pounds, can stand/walk 
‘less than 2 hours in an 8-hour workday,’ and requires a sit/stand option. The doctor 
reported that Plaintiff can occasionally balance, stoop, and climb ramps and stairs, but 
can never kneel, crouch, or crawl. (Tr. 473). The doctor reported that Plaintiff 
experienced no manipulative, visual, or communicative limitations. (Tr. 474-75). On 
April 10, 2012, Dr. Muzlakovich completed a report regarding Plaintiff’s residual 
functional capacity. (Tr. 481-86). The doctor reported that Plaintiff can occasionally 
lift/carry up to 10 pounds. (Tr. 481). The doctor reported that Plaintiff can, without 
interruption, sit for 30-60 minutes, stand for 30-60 minutes, and walk 30-60 minutes. (Tr. 
482). The doctor reported that during an 8-hour workday, Plaintiff can sit, stand, and 
walk for two hours each. (Tr. 482). The doctor reported that Plaintiff can ‘continuously’ 
use both upper extremities to engage in reaching, handling, fingering, feeling, and 
pushing/pulling activities. (Tr. 483). The doctor reported that Plaintiff can ‘occasionally’ 
use his lower extremities to operate foot controls. (Tr. 483). The doctor reported that 
Plaintiff can occasionally balance and climb stairs/ramps, but can never stoop, kneel, 
crouch, or crawl. (Tr. 484).” [United States District Court Western District Of Michigan, 
2/10/15] 
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But the ALJ determined that Plaintiff was not disabled. The Appeals Council declined to 
review the ALJ’s determination, rendering it the Commissioner’s final decision in the 
matter. [United States District Court Western District Of Michigan, 2/10/15] 
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In March 2015, a district judge ruled against Miles client and reversed the Commissioner’s 
earlier decision.  [United States District Court Western District of Michigan, 3/5/15] 
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MEDICAL MARIJUANA PROSECUTION 
 
Editor’s Note: This would be an attack used against Miles by the left/progressives and has 
already been used by local marijuana proponents.  
 
As a candidate, Patrick Miles Jr. says he vows to accept the will of voters on marijuana 
laws. “Former U.S. Attorney Patrick Miles Jr. vowed to stand up to the president, build trust 
between police and communities, protect consumers and accept the will of voters on marijuana 
laws.” [Michigan Live, 9/28/17] 
 

• “Former U.S. Attorney Patrick Miles Jr. vowed to stand up to the president, build 
trust between police and communities, protect consumers and accept the will of 
voters on marijuana laws.” [Michigan Live, 9/28/17] 

 
Progressives are saying that Miles lied when he stated he didn’t prosecute medical 
marijuana cases while US Attorney. “In the first case, people associated with the Medical 
Marijuana Association of Michigan listed a number of videos on their forums detailing issues 
and their belief that Pat lied when he stated he didn’t prosecute medical marijuana cases while 
US Attorney (a listing of the vids is at https://www.michiganmedicalmarijuana.org/topic/52193-
ag-candidate-patrick-miles-cannot-run-from-his-record/ ).  I can say that, in this case, a lot of 
what I’m hearing from people in the medical marijuana and legalization movements suggests 
that this isn’t just some random internet thing but something that a number take issue with (I saw 
something from one of the marijuana groups to organize to make sure they went to the 
convention to vote against him for the nomination).” [Daily Kos, 1/25/18] 
 
Editor’s Note: To see the video, view here 
 
In 2013, Miles said that the federal government will continue to prosecute marijuana cases. 
“Patrick Miles, U.S. Attorney for the Western District of Michigan, said on Wednesday, Jan. 9, 
that the federal government will continue to prosecute marijuana cases, with the exception of 
complaints covered by the state's medical marijuana law.”  [Michigan Live, 1/9/13] 
 
‘“A Michigan medical marijuana license to grow or a card to use only give immunity under 
State law, not Federal,’ he said.” ‘“Michigan law is misunderstood. People expected obtaining 
medical marijuana would require a prescription and a pharmacy. It doesn’t. It is very simple to 
get a medical marijuana card. Marijuana remains illegal under Michigan law. A Michigan 
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medical marijuana license to grow or a card to use only give immunity under State law, not 
Federal,’ he said.” [Michigan Live, 1/9/13] 
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FAILED CONGRESSIONAL CANDIDATE 
 

 
In 2010, Miles decisively lost in his campaign for a Michigan Congressional seat. “It was a 
triumph in one of Michigan's more Republican districts, but the margin of victory was far from 
the decisive win Amash secured in 2010 against Pat Miles Jr., now the U.S. attorney for West 
Michigan.” [Michigan Live, 11/7/12] 
 

• “Miles, who ran an unsuccessful bid for the Third Congressional District seat against 
U.S. Rep. Justin Amash in 2010, will lead an office of 75 attorneys and staffers.” 
[Michigan Live, 7/9/12] 

 
In 2013, when discussing the potential for future office, Miles admitted, “I’m not a 
candidate, not at all.” “Miles noted that his time in the office could easily end at the end of 
president Obama’s second term, unless the Democratic Party wins a third term and opts to keep 
him in the job. He didn’t rule out the possibility, but he did downplay a future run for higher 
office: ‘It’s a very difficult thing to do. You have to raise so much money… I’m not a candidate, 
not at all.”’ [WUVS 103.7 FM, 1/27/13] 

 
POLITICAL ROUSE 

 
In 2010, when running for Congress, local Republicans cried foul over a list of supposed 
Republican supports of Miles’ calling it a “political rouse.” “Local GOP heavyweights are 
crying foul over a list of dozens of Republicans said to be backing Democratic 3rd Congressional 
District candidate Patrick Miles Jr., calling it a ‘political ruse.’” [Grand Rapid Press, 10/27/10] 
 
Miles’ list included some with dubious Republican credentials and one who backs his rival. 
“According to a statement endorsed by local businessman Peter Secchia, Kent County GOP 
chairwoman Joanne Voorhees and others, Miles' list includes some with dubious Republican 
credentials and one who backs his rival, state Rep. Justin Amash. The GOP statement says 
retired local businessman Peter Renucci -- listed as a Miles supporter -- instead backs Amash 
‘because he believes in responsible government, he reads the bills, he is pro-life and he wants to 
reduce government spending and stop government-run health care.’ Miles said Renucci initially 
said he would support him but, after the list was published, Renucci changed his mind and 
backed Amash. The GOP statement also claimed more than a dozen on the list voted for Miles in 
the Democratic primary. It faulted the inclusion of former Kent County GOP chairman Bob 
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Eleveld, saying Eleveld backed billionaire liberal activist Jon Stryker’s Coalition for Progress, 
which has spent millions to elect Democratic candidates in Michigan.” [Grand Rapid Press, 
10/27/10] 
 
FINANCES 
 
In his 2010 race, Miles received the largest percentage of his money form big dollar donors. 
More than $447,000 came from large contributions. [Center for Responsive Politics, 
Accessed 2/8/18] 
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HARVARD LAW RECORD 

 
 
In September 1989, Miles became managing editor of the Harvard Law Record. The first 
issue that Miles is listed as managing editor is the first publication of the 1989-90 school 
year. [Harvard Law Review, 9/28/89] 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
HIGHLIGHTING POPULISM 
 
Editor’s Note: These are not Miles’ words but him quoting the speech of Texas Agriculture 
Commissioner Jim Hightower. However, Miles highlighted specific parts of the speech and those 
could be used against him.  
 
In 1989, as a staff writer for the Harvard Law Record, Patrick Miles highlighted a speech 
of a public official that urged a populist movement for the Democratic party and discussed 
the “damage” of the Reagan administration. [Harvard Law Review, 4/21/89] 
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• “It is not fashionable these days to be considered a liberal, populist, or any other 

tinge of progressive thought. But the truth is that those of a progressive stripe in this 
country are actually a majority ... they [Republicans] try to keep us apart,” 
Hightower said, adding that he felt labor unions, small businesses, 
environmentalists, and minorities are not the enemies, but are ‘natural allies locked 
in the same central struggle.” [Harvard Law Review, 4/21/89] 

 
• “Hightower then assessed the damage he felt the Reagan administration did: 

‘Progressive tax policies [have been] turned over during the past decade. They have 
made a mockery of our government’s regulatory protections, they have squeezed the 
life out of our nation’s monetary programs. They have perverted the nation’s 
spending policy away from one based on need, to one that is consumed by greed.” 
[Harvard Law Review, 4/21/89] 

 
• ‘“It is up to the Democrats to sense the anger among the American people, and 

rouse them around the central issue of too few controlling the wealth.” [Harvard Law 
Review, 4/21/89] 

 
Miles highlighted a congressional budget office study on “Reaganomincs” quoted in the 
speech that said 80 percent of American families lost income under the administration. 
[Harvard Law Review, 4/21/89] 
 
Miles: “Hightower concluded that the Democrats have not been at the grassroots, but that 
“they have the vales, the program, and the message that people are willing to hear.’” 
[Harvard Law Review, 4/21/89] 
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CIVIL RIGHTS & RACISM 
 
Editor’s Note: Miles was the first African-American Editor of the Harvard Law Record and he 
is celebrated for being the first African-American U.S. Attorney for the Western District of 
Michigan, appointed by the first African-American President of the United States. Accordingly, 
race could be a volatile issue in the campaign.   
 
While Miles was Managing Editor, an article was published stating: “the Bush 
Administration is failing miserably to pursue even the most minimally progressive policy 
on civil rights.” [Harvard Law Record, 10/20/89] 
 

 
 

 
 
Editor’s Note: This article was written by a Features Editor. 
 
The article said police policy of stop-and-frisk on the premise of “reasonable suspicion” 
ignored civil rights. [Harvard Law Record, 10/20/89] 
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The article went on to say, “unarmed minorities are shot with alarming frequency by police 
officers.” [Harvard Law Record, 10/20/89] 
 
 

 
 

“We have not come so far, I think, from the desperately racist science of the 19th century, 
which tried to impute criminality to a particular brain makeup (thereby justifying horrible 
treatment of people of color because they were genetically or irrevocably criminal.)” 
[Harvard Law Record, 10/20/89] 
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The article argues that gang, crack, and homeless problems were caused by racism and 
quotes Malcolm X in saying, “The problem here in America is that we meet such a small 
minority of individual so-called ‘good’ or ‘brotherly’ white people.” [Harvard Law Record, 
10/20/89] 
 

 
 
“Indeed. How sad it is that every day we are bombarded by so much racism that we don’t 
even know where to begin.” [Harvard Law Record, 10/20/89] 
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ROE V. WADE 
 
In November 1989, after a large pro-choice march in Washington, D.C. organized by the 
National Organization of Women (NOW), the Harvard Law Record featured an article 
about the protest along with a comic depicting the Supreme Court dismantling the case into 
“woe.” [Harvard Law Record, 11/17/89] 
 

 
 

The same issue featured an article about a rally against Supreme Court Justice Anthony 
Kennedy’s visit, who sided with the conservative majority in most reproductive rights 
cases. One of the organizers of the rally was Bernie Sanders. Sanders is quoted as saying, 
the Supreme Court’s recent decision modifying the Roe v. Wade decision would lead to 
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“death of ‘tens of millions of women, minorities and working class people.’” [Harvard Law 
Record, 11/17/89] 
 

 
 

 
 



 29 

 
 
A participant in the rally later wrote an editorial saying the purpose was to inform the 
public of their message through the use of media coverage of the protest. [Harvard Law 
Record, 12/1/89] 
 

 
 

 
 
Editor’s Note: The writer addresses “Brad” Smith who wrote a regular conservative column for 
the paper, and a rebuttal to the protest in the previous issue.  
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In another issue, the paper features an article encouraging students to ask very specific 
questions about a firm’s pro-life clients during the interview process.  
 

 
 

 
 
OBAMA 
 
When Miles was managing editor of the paper, Barack Obama’s election to editor of the 
Harvard Law Review was front page news. [Harvard Law Record, 2/9/90] 
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OBAMACARE 
  
 
Miles: ‘“I don’t have to promise or talk about things I will do because I have a record.’” 
[Michigan Live, 9/28/17] 
 
Miles said he won’t let Trump get away with not implementing Obamacare. “President 
Trump has not concealed his disdain for the advances in health care coverage secured by his 
predecessor. After repeated failures to ‘repeal and replace’ Obamacare – despite controlling all 
the levers of government – Trump has settled on a different strategy: refusing to implement the 
law. Breaking the law is never an option for a President who can’t secure his policy goals and as 
Attorney General I won’t let him get away with it.” [Campaign website, Accessed 2/19/18] 
 
Editor’s Note: Miles full statement includes, “I believe in the rule of law and will stand up to 
President Trump when he violates this sacred principle to achieve his policy goals, whether to 
rollback health care coverage or anything else. As President, Trump has the right to sign bills 
that Congress passes and turn them into law. He also has the right to implement laws in ways 
faithful to their demands. While I may disagree with the President, he has the right to set policy 
when it follows the rules. The President, however, does not have the right to achieve his policy 
goals by breaking the law. For that reason, as Attorney General I would join the lawsuit brought 
by 19 state attorneys general challenging the President’s unlawful attempt to deny subsidy 
payments for health care.” 
 
Miles speaks about the positives of Obamacare. “It was a compromise from the start and 
demands fine-tuning by the legislature and the agencies tasked with carrying it out. But 
Obamacare took us out of the days when insurance companies could charge women more than 
men and deny coverage for pre-existing conditions. These advances, however, are in jeopardy. 
Failing to secure a new plan through Congress, Trump has decided to halt subsidy payments 
required by law that help lower the cost of health insurance for low-income Americans. This 
move threatens to skyrocket insurance premiums and leave health care inaccessible for thousands 
of Michigan families.” [Campaign website, Accessed 2/19/18] 
 
Miles: “...as Attorney General I would join the lawsuit brought by 19 state attorneys 
general challenging the President’s unlawful attempt to deny subsidy payments for health 
care.” [Campaign website, Accessed 2/19/18] 
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GENERAL COST & IMPACT 
 
$1.7 Trillion: Gross cost of Obamacare’s coverage provisions from 2016 to 2025 – net cost 
is $1.2 trillion. [Congressional Budget Office, 3/9/15]  
 
In 2015, it was estimated that Obamacare still left 31 million people without health 
insurance. “The news is not all good, however. By the year 2025, the CBO estimated that 31 
million people would still not have health insurance. Based on higher than expected enrollment 
numbers, Medicaid will also cost the federal government $59 billion more than previously 
forecast over the coming decade, the CBO said.” [Bloomberg, 1/26/15] 
 

• “…the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office projects there will still be roughly 31 
million uninsured adults in the United States by 2025, demonstrating that any notion the 
law would create universal coverage was a pipedream.” [Politifact, 3/20/15] 

 
In 2016, it appears 9 million people had lost their private health plans thanks to 
Obamacare. “In other words, it would appear that a net 9 million people have lost their private 
health plans, thanks to Obamacare—with a net 5 million people having lost employer-based 
plans and a net 4 million people having lost individually purchased plans.” [The Standard, 
3/28/16] 
 
Exchanges attract fewer rural residents and rural residents pay higher premiums. “We 
examine the performance of the health insurance marketplaces, created under the ACA, in their 
initial year of operation. Using data from 33 states representing two-thirds of the consumers who 
signed up for coverage in the marketplaces, we find small and rural regions appear to attract 
fewer entrants. Insurers also charge higher premiums to rural residents, controlling for 
observable measures of consumer and provider costs in these markets.” [Stanford Institute for 
Economic Policy Research, SIEPR Policy Brief, 2/15/15] 
 
Cost is still an issue for most of the uninsured. “The median household income of those 
without health insurance ($37,300) was higher than that of newly insured ($33,200), suggesting 
an affordability gap for middle-income Americans. These are people who may make too much 
money to qualify for subsidized coverage, but feel they cannot afford the expenses of health care 
coverage.” [TransAmerica Center for Health Studies, January 2015] 
 
25 percent of Americans still can’t afford medical care even with insurance. “More than 1 in 
4 adults who bought insurance for themselves or their families last year had to skip needed 
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medical care because they couldn’t afford it, according to a study released Thursday by Families 
USA, a consumer health group. Some signed up for coverage on the new health insurance 
exchanges under the Affordable Care Act and received financial assistance to help pay their 
premiums and some of their out-of-pocket costs. Others bought their plans directly from 
insurance companies. But even with the gains under the health-care law, 25.2 percent of adults 
who bought insurance on their own last year said they went without medical tests or treatments, 
prescription drugs or doctor visits because of cost. Because most adults who buy insurance on 
their own do not have dental care as part of their health coverage, the ability to see a dentist was 
not included in the main part of the report.” [The Washington Post, 5/14/15] 
 
One in three low-income Americans said they went without care because of the cost. 
“Hardest hit were lower to middle-income adults. That’s someone who earned from $16,200 to 
$29,199 last year, or a family of three earning from $27,400 to $49,499. Almost one out of three 
of these adults said they went without needed medical care because the out-of-pocket cost was 
too high.” [The Washington Post, 5/14/15] 
 
One-third of Americans still have deductibles qualified as “high”; one-third have 
“exceedingly high” deductibles. “More than half of adults had deductibles of $1,500 or more 
and 30 percent had ‘exceedingly high deductibles’ of $3,000 or more, the report found.” [The 
Washington Post, 5/14/15] 
 
Tax credits aren’t enough to compel Americans to buy from exchanges. “‘Exchanges will 
need to attract higher income consumers to ensure enrollment continues to grow over time,’ said 
Caroline Pearson, senior vice president at Avalere. ‘So far, tax credits do not appear to be 
enough to entice participation, so greater emphasis on individual mandate penalties may be 
needed to help increase enrollment among low- and middle-income individuals.’” [Avalere 
Health, 3/25/15] 
 
Doctors are refusing to take Obamacare health plans; 20 percent of doctors not taking 
Obamacare plans. “A recent study found large numbers of doctors are declining to participate 
in health plans offered through exchanges set up under the Affordable Care Act, raising 
questions about whether people buying insurance through exchanges will be able to access health 
care in a timely manner. Conducted by the Medical Group Management Association (MGMA), 
the MGMA ACA Exchange Implementation Survey Report found 20 percent of U.S. physicians 
are not seeing patients who are covered by plans sold on exchanges set up by the Affordable 
Care Act, commonly called Obamacare. The three major reasons cited by doctors include the 
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difficulty of obtaining coverage information, patient cost-sharing, and network limitations.” 
[Heartland Institute, 12/1/14] 
 
Doctors face “several challenges” and didn’t want to deal with high Obamacare 
deductibles. “Doctors surveyed for the study cited several challenges in treating patients with 
policies from Obamacare exchanges. Responses were anonymous, but included: ‘We are going 
to have to hire additional staff just to manage the insurance verification process,’ ‘Identification 
of ACA plans has been an administrative nightmare,’ and ‘We thought we would be able to 
identify ACA insurance exchange products by their insurance card, but quickly found out this 
isn’t so.’ … Doctors involved in the study also described “significant patient confusion” 
regarding what their plans cover, and reported patients who learn about their deductible after the 
fact are more likely to cancel appointments and procedures, affecting preventative measures and 
doctor visits.” [Heartland Institute, 12/1/14] 
 

• “High levels of patient cost-sharing are another challenge. Seventy-five percent of 
doctors responding reported patients with Obamacare coverage ‘are very or extremely 
likely to have high deductibles compared to patients with traditional commercial 
coverage.’” [Heartland Institute, 12/1/14] 

 
Experts said Obamacare would not improve care. 
 

• Sally Pipes, President Of The Pacific Research Institute: “Patients will have a harder time 
finding doctors to treat them, and waiting times will grow.” [Heartland Institute, 12/1/14] 

 
• Texas Eye Surgeon Dr. Kris Held: “[Obamacare] fails to provide affordable health 

insurance and fails to provide access to actual medical care to more people but succeeds 
at compounding existing healthcare cost and accessibility problems and creating new 
ones.” [Heartland Institute, 12/1/14] 

 
Costs are rising and enrollment is “tepid.” “Many of the online exchanges are wrestling with 
surging costs, especially for balky technology and expensive customer call centers — and tepid 
enrollment numbers. To ease the fiscal distress, officials are considering raising fees on insurers, 
sharing costs with other states and pressing state lawmakers for cash infusions. Some are 
weighing turning over part or all of their troubled marketplaces to the federal exchange, 
HealthCare.gov, which now works smoothly.” [The Washington Post, 5/1/15] 
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ON THE ISSUES 
  
 
LGBTQ 
 
Miles: “Discrimination against LGBT persons in Michigan is legal. That’s wrong. I believe 
every person deserves equal protection under the law, no matter who they love. As 
Attorney General, I will champion the protections everyone deserves. No doubt the cause of 
equality has come a long way in the last few decades. But we’ve not arrived. Right now in 
Michigan a person can be married on Sunday and fired on Monday – simply because of who they 
love. Michigan’s primary civil rights law, the Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act, as currently 
enforced does not prohibit discrimination against LGBT persons in housing, employment, and 
public accommodations. Again, that’s wrong.” [Campaign website, Accessed 2/19/18] 
 
“For years now the Michigan Attorney General has not only refused to advocate for 
reform: he’s led the fight against equality, wasting taxpayer money on futile fights all the 
way to the U.S. Supreme Court. He’s waged one ideological crusade after another that has 
left everyone less safe.” [Campaign website, Accessed 2/19/18] 
 
Miles: “Imagine if the Attorney General, rather than wielding the power of his office to 
pick fights with the LGBT community, became an advocate for equality.” [Campaign 
website, Accessed 2/19/18] 
 
Miles: “As Attorney General, I won’t be a legislator who can cast a vote to change the law. 
But as the state’s top law enforcement official, I’ll have a voice. And I pledge to use my 
voice as an advocate for LGBT persons, who deserve the same protections as everyone else. 
I’ll join the activists, elected officials, law enforcement officers, and business leaders who 
believe Michigan must do better by adding LGBT protections to the Elliott-Larsen Civil 
Rights Act and the state's hate crime law.” [Campaign website, Accessed 2/19/18] 
 
Miles’ primary opponent is recognized as one of the premier litigators of LGBTQ issues in 
the state and is known for taking a precedent-setting case to the Supreme Court to win 
same-sex couples the right to marry in 2015. “Nessel is recognized as one of the premier 
litigators of LGBTQ issues in the state and is known for taking the precedent-setting case 
DeBoer v. Snyder to the Supreme Court to win same-sex couples the right to marry in 2015.” 
[Pride Source, 1/10/18] 
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“Miles said as attorney general he will prevent and prosecute crimes against the most 
vulnerable members of society, but he has been silent on LGBTQ rights and lacks a pro-
LGBTQ record. Prior to his confirmation as U.S. Attorney by the Senate, he served more than 
two dozen charitable and professional boards and committees, some of which champion anti-
LGBTQ causes. One might question how his past – intertwined with homophobic religious 
affiliations – has informed where he is today.” [Pride Source, 1/10/18] 
 
Miles said he “has a heart for these issues” and “have been on the wrong end of 
discrimination myself so I definitely empathize with what’s happening.” “One might 
question how his past – intertwined with homophobic religious affiliations – has informed where 
he is today. While many politicians ‘evolve’ for the sake of political expediency, Miles said he 
‘has a heart for these issues’ and ‘have been on the wrong end of discrimination myself so I 
definitely empathize with what’s happening.’” [Pride Source, 1/10/18] 
 
Miles said that we’ve seen in many instances things coming out of the Trump 
Administration that were contrary to equality for all people, especially our LGBT 
community. “We’ve seen in many instances things coming out of the Trump Administration or 
things that were done by Attorney General Schuette that were contrary to equality for all people, 
especially our LGBT community. We saw an interference with the civil rights commission 
coming out of Washington, affecting the LGBT community as well as where the Attorney 
General Bill Schuette interfered in the Civil Rights Commission interpreting Elliott-Larsen to 
include protections for Michigan LGBT residents.” [Pride Source, 1/10/18] 
 
Miles: “When Michigan reforms its civil rights law, I’ll be on the receiving end ready to 
enforce the law against anyone who discriminates. And in the meantime, I’ll use every tool 
available to protect our LGBT friends.” [Campaign website, Accessed 2/19/18] 
 
PRO-CHOICE 
 
Miles said that the threat in Michigan is real against women making decisions about their 
own bodies, and it’s coming from Trump.  Miles opposes Trump’s decision for employers 
to refuse providing contraception coverage to employees based on their own religious and 
moral beliefs. “I believe that matters of reproductive health should be decided by women, not 
politicians. And I oppose policies that coerce or criminalize women for making decisions about 
their own bodies. The threat in Michigan is real. For example, in 2014 the Michigan legislature 
passed a law prohibiting insurance companies from selling policies that include abortion 
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coverage as a standard offering. Instead, women must secure coverage for reproductive services 
by purchasing a rider. This policy, fairly called ‘rape insurance,’ forces a woman to plan ahead 
for an unplanned pregnancy, including those caused by rape. Moreover, it forces a woman 
employee to have conversations with her employer about the matter. That’s wrong. The threat is 
also coming from the federal level. President Trump recently created a massive exception for 
employers to refuse contraception coverage based on the religious or moral beliefs of the 
employer.” [Campaign website, Accessed, 2/19/18] 
 
Miles: “The manner in which Trump pushed through his measure violates the law. But 
even more important, Trump’s assault on women’s rights violates core constitutional 
principles, including rights protected under the First Amendment and the Equal Protection 
Clause. Why should the moral beliefs of a woman’s employer determine whether or not she 
has affordable access to contraception?” [Campaign website, Accessed, 2/19/18] 
 
Miles: “As Attorney General I’ll protect these rights. I believe that matters of reproductive 
health should be decided by women, not politicians. And I oppose policies that coerce or 
criminalize women for making decisions about their own bodies.” [Campaign website, 
Accessed, 2/19/18] 
 
Miles: “...the exercise of one person’s faith cannot be the basis for denying another 
person’s rights and I will always stand up for the rights of women.” “And let me say this. I 
take religious freedoms very seriously. I’m a person of faith and my faith is deeply a part of who 
I am. Our nation has been a shining example to the world of protecting the free exercise of 
religion. But I also understand that the exercise of one person’s faith cannot be the basis for 
denying another person’s rights and I will always stand up for the rights of women.” [Campaign 
website, Accessed, 2/19/18] 
 


