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Cover Story

Collecting Homegrown
Creatives
Hotter Than July Fine Arts Exhibition
Spotlights Emerging Artists
BY KATE OPALEWSKI

G

eno Harris is “excited” to bridge the
gap between the LGBTQ community
and the straight community using
creativity as a platform.
The self-taught artist will curate for his
fourth consecutive year the annual Hotter
Than July Fine Arts Exhibition beginning
Thursday, July 26 through Monday, Aug. 13
at The Carr Center in Detroit.
“What I’ve explained before is that these
exhibitions that I do are not soley for LGBTQ
people,” he said. “It is for those who want to
know and understand more about people who
identify as LGBTQ. It’s really important for me
to let people know that we’re the same as you.”
The exhibit features homegrown art created
by a mix of LGBTQ people and their straight
allies. All the artwork is available for viewing
and for purchase. A portion of the proceeds
will be donated to LGBT Detroit, host of the
23rd annual HTJ event, themed “Honor &
Rejoice,” which lasts through July 29.
“When you get a chance to meet these 23
artists, each one of them has a story that is valid
that they put into their artwork. Providing a
platform for them is what my goal is,” said
Harris. He is known for establishing the Poor
Man’s Art Collective in early 2003 with a group
of African American Detroit artists – Mychal
Noir, Kenya Vinson and Jack Johnson – to find

and nurture the talents of emerging artists who
otherwise would not know where to begin to
have their work exhibited.
“Geno’s consistent commitment to
leadership has been stellar and dynamic ...
Hotter Than July is fortunate to have his
dedication and unique point of view as a part
of the pride experience,” said Curtis Lipscomb,
executive director of LGBT Detroit.
Harris said his artwork that will be on
display is “completely emotional.” He chose
decoupage as his form of expression and uses
handmade Japanese paper to create abstract
forms and shapes.
“It was created out of a sense of needing
to heal myself,” he said. “It was and still is
therapy for me. It is a contradiction to my
pain – bright and colorful.”
Susan Bankston, too, intends to provoke
thought and emotion through her work.
“It’s important to express yourself,” said
the Detroit artist. “Everybody should express
themselves. It’s important emotionally and
physically to get it out. It really helps your
health.”
Bankston’s love for art started as a child in
kindergarten. She studied different mediums
including watercolors, sculpture, pen and
ink, and jewelry all through high school and
some college. But painting with acrylics is
her favorite.
Bankston encourages members of the

Artist and curator of this year’s show Geno Harris. BTL Photos: Andrew Potter
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Artist Susan Bankston

community to “get out and see what we’re
doing. Support your people. It’s important. It
wouldn’t hurt if they bring their wallets.”
Not all the high-quality art on display
will be expensive. Harris said the artwork is
“affordable” and “priced to sell.”
“I’m a true believer in that art should be
accessible to everybody,” said James Chism,
adding that he wants viewers to look, and touch,
his artwork.
“I’ve always been into art, but every time I
wanted to touch something that was intriguing,
I couldn’t touch it. I want to invite viewers
in to feel my work. I want my work to be an
experience,” he said. The abstract artist, who
resides in Harper Woods, strives to create his
works of art using a Yoruba concept known as
Asé, meaning power, command and authority.
Chism doesn’t approach his canvass with
any type of plan or conventional tools. He
has traded in his paintbrushes for plastic
scrapers, spatulas, forks, knives and spoons.
These everyday items help create texture using
thick layers of acrylic paint and a broad range

www.PrideSource.com

of colors.
“Art for me comes from a place deep, deep
inside. When I approach a piece, I’m not trying
to conform to anybody. It’s whatever I have on
my mind. I’m not trying to fit in any type of
box. Whatever I have up here in my mind I
put out and once I’m done, I’m happy with it,
however it may turn out,” he said.
For Detroit artist Tristan Slade, his work
– painting, screen printing, woodworking,
photography, and even sewing – is influenced
by many things in his life that others can relate
to from love and humor to depression and
being stereotyped. Slade’s recent works, in their
Pop Art style, center around relationships. A
few of his pieces feature a kiss between samesex couples. He said, “A kiss is a kiss no matter
who it’s with, and love is all the same.”
Ashley Benke from Kalamazoo hopes that
viewers can relate to her art, also.
“That’s what encourages me to keep moving
See Home Grown, continued on p. 8
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Artist Ashley Benke

Friday, July 27

Hotter Than July 2018! Conference 9
a.m. LGBT Detroit and Community Health
Awareness Group hosts The 23rd Annual
Hotter Than July Conference. This annual
gathering for LGBT issues addresses
relevant and important concerns. The
day consists of “The Candidates Forum”
in the Community Health Awareness
Group, 1300 W. Fort Street,Detroit. www.
lgbtdetroit.org/hotterthanjuly

Saturday, July 28

Hotter Than July 2018! Palmer Park
Picnic! 11 a.m. The pinnacle event of
Detroit’s annual celebration is a family
reunion and you’re invited. A Day
with The Mizharis, Ballroom, House
Party, Merchant Row, Testing Zone are
highlighted along with free food and
fun! Palmer park, 17888 pontchartrain
Blvd.,Detroit.

Sunday, July 29

Artist Tristan Slade

Hotter Than July 2018! Worship
Service 11 a.m. The LGBTQ worship
service hosted by Detroit’s faith
community. Chairs: Rev. Jeffery Seals of
One Church Detroit and Detroit Police
Department LGBT Liaison Corporal Dani
Woods Tindal Recreation Center, 10301
West Seven Mile Road,Detroit. www.
lgbtdetroit.org/hotterthanjuly/

Artists featured in the Hotter Than July Fine Arts Show:
Jack Kenny - Documentary Photographer, Author
Jay Coleman - Painter, Wood Carver
Anthony Williams - Photographer, Painter
Ashley Benke - Mixed Media Sculptor
Ari Hampton - Painter
Demetrius R. Green - Mixed Media Painter
Duane Vaugh - Painter
Christie Love - Poet
James Chism - Mixed Media Abstract Painter
Jeffrey Cross - Photographer
L.M.Coz - Mixed Media Painter
Jimmie Scott Robinson - Painter
(Jimmie is deceased. His work is represented by his wife Latanya Orr)
Lauren Bullar - Painter
Nathaniel Haris Muhammad - Mixed Media Abstract Painter
D.J. Perrett - Painter
Quenton Wright - Vocalist
Reggie Singleton - Abstract painter, Wood Sculptor
Slaw Stanislwaski - Painter
Susan Bankston - Painter
Tristan Slade - Mixed Media Painter
Verbert Bennett Jr. (The Bearded Chef) - Culinary Arts
Geno Harris - Mixed Media Abstract Paper Artist
Jice Demere - Poet Storyteller
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Artist James Chism

® Home

Grown

Continued from p. 7

on. To know that what I have to say isn’t just for
myself. It’s for everyone else, too,” she said. “I hope
people can say, ‘Oh, I went through that,’ or, ‘Oh,
that’s exactly how I felt.’ I hope that it brings up
happiness or peace or joy or whatever they need.”
She has created with the use of mannequins
the Women Project, a found object and sculpture
series about the common and uncommon thread
of life women share.
When asked about the best way to approach

Hotter Than July 2018! Sunday Brunch!
12 p.m. Great friends, great food, great
location and great music! So come out
and end Hotter Than July with a great
brunch with lots of love and laughs.
Charlevoix Street, 14505 Charlevoix
Street,Detroit. https://www.lgbtdetroit.
org/hotterthanjuly

the exhibition, Benke said, “It’s just about going
and opening your mind and visually just getting
a new experience. You don’t have to know about
art. It’s really about expanding your mind. So for
anyone who wants to come down and see these
pieces, they will feel happy at the end because
they’re beautiful pieces.”
The Hotter Than July Fine Arts Exhibition opens
with a reception on Thursday, July 26 from 6-10
p.m. at The Carr Center, 1505 Woodward Ave. in
Detroit. The exhibit runs through Monday, Aug.
13. Call 313-965-8430 for more information or
visit facebook.com/carrcenter

www.PrideSource.com
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ELECTION 2018

I

Register to Vote

f the LGBTQ community doesn’t come out to
vote on Nov. 6, they forfeit the opportunity
to impact change. But in order to vote in
Michigan, you must register to vote at least 30
days before the next election. Your vote is critical
to ensure candidates are elected who will fight for
progressive values like equality for the LGBTQ
community, women, and people of color, and
will stand up for unions, be good stewards of the
environment, and more.
You can register to vote with the Michigan
Secretary of State by mail and in person at any
branch offices, the offices of your local city or
township clerk, and other state agencies.
Visit gaybe.am/CO to find out who is running
for office in Michigan, find out who has endorsed
the candidates, take a look at your ballot, find your
polling place, and find your district numbers.
Visit gaybe.am/gt to find a list of all Michigan
candidates.
Visit the Michigan Voter Information Center
gaybe.am/0X to verify your voter registration,
find your polling place, view your sample ballot
for the upcoming election, request and track your
absentee ballot, and find answers to frequently
asked questions.

What to Know about Registering
Pre-Registration

17.5-year-olds who will be 18 by the next general
election can pre-register to vote. On your 18th
birthday, your voter registration application will be
fully processed.

Same Day Registration

Michigan does not offer the opportunity to register to
vote on Election Day.

Automatic Voter Registration

Michigan does not automatically register eligible
citizens to vote when they go to a government agency,
like the DMV.

If You’ve Moved

Michigan requires registrants to live in the state for at
least 30 days before registering to vote.

Documentation Requirements

When submitting a voter registration application,
no additional documents are required for your
registration to be processed. The state confirms your
citizenship and eligibility through the information
provided on your registration form, such as your
state-issued license/ID number or the last four digits
of your SSN.

Voting Rights Restoration

The voting rights of convicted persons are restored
upon release. Returning citizens must re-register to
vote after their rights are restored.

Interstate Voter Rolls Accuracy
& Maintenance

Michigan participates in the Interstate Crosscheck
program to compare voter rolls with other states for
maintenance purposes.
Coming Aug. 15 for general election Nov. 6 - visit
www.MiMichiganVoterGuide.com to learn about
equality-minded candidates.

10

BTL | July 26 - Aug. 8, 2018

Circuit Court Judge Candidate to Voters: ‘Flip Over the Ballot’
BY DREW HOWARD

J

ake Cunningham, candidate for Circuit
Court Judge in Oakland County, has an
important message for those voting this
November: “Flip over the ballot.”
“A lot of people don’t realize there are
judicial candidates,” Cunningham told BTL.
“I find that people have the most interaction
with the government through the judicial
branch, more than any other branch. And
people don’t know who their judges are,
or that we vote for judges – we’re on the
backside of the ballot.”
A graduate of the Western Michigan
University Law School, Cunningham has
spent the past three-and-a-half years serving
as a judicial staff attorney under Oakland
County Circuit Judge Mary Ellen Brennan.
The position has allowed him to get his feet
wet in all three dockets of the circuit court,
he said, which includes the Civil/Criminal
Division, Business Court, and the Family
Division.
This November, Cunningham will face
off against his opponent Dan Christ to fill
one of two open judicial seats in Oakland
County Circuit Court Family Division.
Cunningham describes the potential move
as ideal, considering he currently works in
the same division.
“I work with anything involving children
– divorce, custody, child support, juvenile
abuse, termination of parental rights,
juvenile delinquency, etc.,” he said. “As the
staff attorney I help the judge make all the
decisions. Anything that will be coming
across her desk is in my hands as well to get
the decision recommended to her and ready.”

If elected, Cunningham says the new
position would be closer to a promotion
from his current job than anything. While
his experience spans all three circuit dockets,
he considers the Family Division to be his
current specialty.

Jake Cunningham

“It feels like a natural progression,” he
said. “Judges have taught me knowing it’s my
passion and goal to be a judge. Brennan has
been really gracious in letting me know her
process, what’s going on in her mind, and
what she’s looking for. I’ve been taught by
the best, so I’m ready to go.”
With no primary in August, Cunningham
is in the early stages of seeking endorsements
and organizing campaign events to meet
with potential voters. He says he’s currently
endorsed by all six of the Oakland County
Family Division judges, as well as more than
half of the rest of the bench.
One of Cunningham’s first public meet-

and-greets took place during Ferndale
Pride on Saturday, June 2. As an openly
gay candidate running for public office,
Cunningham says the opportunity to
represent his community on the campaign
trail is a rare one.
“As far as being a gay candidate, there
aren’t many openly gay judges,” he said. “I
first came out when I was 16, and have had
no qualms about it since. I’m very proud
of who I am and what I’ve been able to
accomplish. I am who I am, and I can’t help
that.”
He adds that while he’s proud of who is
he is, his orientation alone should have no
bearing on his position whatsoever.
“Good judges don’t see whether someone
is straight or gay, black or white, or male or
female. Good judges just see the set of facts
and apply the law as we have it.”
At the end of the day, Cunningham
says voters should consider not only
his professional qualifications but also
his character in the courtroom. “In my
courtroom I’ll treat people how I want to
be treated. In the family court that’s a really
important place to come from.”
He continues: “In family court there are
people that are in the middle of a really tough
and emotional time in life. They need to just
have their voice heard in court ... I’m going
to be cognizant of that – that’s where I’m
starting from.”
For more information on candidate
Cunningham, please visit the Facebook page
“Jake Cunningham For Oakland County
Circuit Court.”

Dean Nasreddine is on a Voting Mission
BY ELLEN SHANNA KNOPPOW

D

ean Nasreddine is on a mission.
The 24-year-old queer activist and
NextGen Michigan field organizer
is determined to ensure that every young
adult in Michigan is registered to vote.
And he’s planned a social gathering to
give everyone that opportunity this Friday,
July 27 at Affirmations in Ferndale. All are
welcome to enjoy an open mic. night and
voter registration drive called What Makes
Us: A Night of Activism, Community &
Performance.
NextGen Michigan, the statewide initiative
of NextGen America, is working to register,
engage and organize young voters. As of this
month, NextGen Michigan had registered
12,911 young voters, fueled by the energy of
more than 218 volunteers and 40 organizers
over a six-month period.
“I’m emailing and networking and trying
to find a channel for us to be there and to get

Pictured from left to right: Annmarie Eovaldi, Caroline Wolber and Dean Nasreddine of NextGen Michigan
at the Families Belong Together rally in Pontiac on June 30. The three registered attendees to vote.

NextGen’s name out, so that people know
that it’s super easy to register, because I think
that specifically for that age bracket, we aren’t
given the civic understanding [of] how voting
works, how we figure into the democratic

process.”
Young adults from NextGen are canvassing,
showing up at rallies and protests, speaking
See Mission, continued on p. 20
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Michigan Civil Rights Commission Ignores AG Schuette’s Opinion

D

NEWS

uring a meeting on Monday, July 23 in
Williamsburg near Traverse City, the
Michigan Civil Rights Commission
reiterated their support for the interpretive
statement they issued on May 21, interpreting
the word “sex” in the Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights
Act to include sexual orientation and gender
identity.
This follows a formal opinion issued
on Friday, July 20 by Attorney General –
and candidate for governor – Bill Schuette
asserting his opinion that state law “prohibits
discrimination based on sex but does not cover
distinctions based on sexual orientation or
gender identity ... The commission’s ruling
is invalid.”
The Commission’s action directed the
Michigan Department of Civil Rights –
the operational arm of the Commission
– to continue investigating complaints of
discrimination based on sexual orientation
and gender identity.
“The Michigan Civil Rights Commission is
an independent, constitutionally created and
established body,” said Agustin Arbulu, Director
of the Michigan Department of Civil Rights in
a statement. “The Commission is not bound by
the opinion of the attorney general. The only
recourse is for the courts to determine if issuing
the interpretive statement was within the scope
of the Commission’s authority, and that is the
appropriate venue for resolving this issue. Until
that time, the department will continue to carry
out the directive of the Commission.”

Schuette’s 19-page opinion, addressed to
Republican leaders in the state House and
Senate who requested it, said “Michigan’s
Constitution entrusts the legislature, and not
executive agencies or commissions, with the
authority to change, extend, or narrow statutes.”
The MCRC became the first commission of
its kind in the nation to determine that laws
prohibiting sex discrimination also prohibit
discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation
and gender identity.
This is not the first attempt by Attorney
General Schuette to derail the Commission.
In September 2017, after a last-minute
intervention by the attorney general’s office,
the Commission tabled a request by Equality
Michigan and 37 other LGBTQ organizations
that petitioned the Commission to issue the
interpretative statement.
EQMI’s request was added to the agenda for
reconsideration after several law professors
and lawyers specializing in administrative,
constitutional and civil rights law wrote to the
Commission to rebut arguments used by the
attorney general to block Commission action.
“The Commission has the legal authority to
interpret statutes the legislature has empowered
them to enforce,” said Stephanie White,
executive director of Equality Michigan in a
statement. “This empowerment has been made
clear by the Michigan Supreme Court, and are
also consistent with the structure and language
of both the Administrative Procedures Act and
the Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act.”

Other legal bodies – including the the Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission in
Macy v. Holder (2012) and Baldwin v. Foxx
(2015) – that have similarly found that Title VII
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 protects against
discrimination based on sexual orientation.
Numerous federal courts have also determined
that sexual orientation and gender identity are
forms of sex discrimination. The Sixth Circuit,
which covers Michigan, recently determined
for the fourth time that federal laws prohibiting
sex discrimination also prohibit gender identity
discrimination in EEOC v. Harris Funeral
Homes. Neighboring circuits have determined
that sex also includes sexual orientation.
Human Rights Campaign Michigan State
Director Amritha Venkataraman said, “Bill
Schuette is unfit to serve as attorney general,
and this latest outrageous act proves once again
that he cannot represent all Michiganders
equally and fairly. Attorney General Schuette
has chosen to ignore legal precedent and leave
thousands of LGBTQ Michganders at risk of
discrimination. Numerous federal courts have
determined that discrimination against an
individual based on their sexual orientation
or gender identity is fundamentally a form
of sex discrimination – which is prohibited
both under federal law, including Title VII of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Michigan’s
Elliott Larsen Civil Rights Act. The Human
Rights Campaign is on the ground working
hard to elect pro-equality champions who
support commonsense protections for LGBTQ

Michganders and ensure that Schuette never
makes it to the governor’s mansion.”
“The Attorney General has no role in the
process, and his opinion cannot invalidate the
Commission’s interpretation, as he is not a
judge, nor are his opinions judicial decisions,”
said White. “The Attorney General’s analysis
of the underlying interpretative question is
wrong. He cherry-picked precedents to arrive
at his preferred policy, citing precedents that
have been overruled, dissenting opinions, and
ignores the bulk of precedent from around the
country, including federal courts encompassing
Michigan.”
Attorney Dana Nessel, who is running as the
Democratic candidate for Michigan attorney
general weighed in.
“This is just another move in a long line
of actions taken by Bill Schuette to persecute
a community he should be protecting,” she
said. “Is it any wonder LGBTQ people in our
state are subjected to record-high rates of
serious assaults and other hate crimes when
our attorney general consistently conveys the
message that this community is not worthy
of the same protections as all other Michigan
residents? Let’s use Schuette’s terrible opinion
as motivation to do everything we can to
replace this bigot with an attorney general who
will always have the best interests of LGBTQ
residents in mind.”

Fight to Keep Redistricting Proposal on Ballot at Supreme Court
BY TODD A. HEYWOOD
A movement that started with a
Facebook post by an earnest 28-yearold woman, and blossomed into a
full-fledged citizen run movement
that then collected over 430,000 valid
signatures for a ballot initiative, is
facing its final and perhaps largest
obstacle yet.
The Republican controlled
Michigan Supreme Court.
The proposal would create an
independent citizens’ redistricting
commission. The objective of the
commission would be to draw new
congressional districts, as well as
state house and senate districts.
Supporters say the will of the voters
is thwarted in many of Michigan’s
districts because they have been
drawn to give one party or the other
– depending on which is in power
when the districts are drawn.
O pp onents, b acke d by t he
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Michigan Chamber of Commerce
and Attorney General Bill Schuette,
argue the proposal changes so much
of the Michigan constitution that
it would require a constitutional
convention in order to properly adopt
it. They argue the proposal is not just
an amendment to the constitution
therefore the ballot process is the
wrong way to go.
The Supreme C our t he ard
arguments Monday in the case from
Voters Not Politicians, the group that
has been spearheading the ballot
measure, The ACLU, the NAACP,
The League of Women Voters and
others. They also heard arguments
from Chamber attorneys as well as
Schuette, who is vying for the GOP
nomination for governor.
The court is not expected to rule
until a later date.
As the hearing was going on in the
Hall of Justice in Lansing, a rally of
more than 150 supporters chanted,

cheered, sang and hoisted posters
and signs in the air demanding the
right to vote on the issue.
Supporters of the initiative have
targeted members of the Michigan
Chamber of Commerce for public
protests to sway them away from
continuing the lawsuit. The Chamber,
just over a week ago, countered that
supporters of the ballot proposal had
threatened them.
But Katie Fahey, who organized
the Voters Not Politicians initiative,
called those allegations “a distraction”
and part of “dirty politics” in an
interview Tuesday night on WILS
1320 AM’s Capital City Recap.
She said Chamber officials had
failed to provide details of the alleged
threats. She denied the organization
condoned or supported violence or
calls for violence.
Todd A. Heywood is the host of Capital
City Recap.

A supporter of a ballot measure that would create an independent citizens’ redistricting
commission came dressed up as Michigan’s 11th Congressional District, showing how
elective districts are often created to favor one party or another. BTL Photo: Todd A.
Heywood

www.PrideSource.com
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NEWS

Planned Parenthood Power of Pink
Conference Comes to Detroit

A

cross the U.S. there are over 600 Planned Parenthood
health centers that provide a variety of services focusing on
reproductive health care, but worldwide there are more than
10 million activists, supporters and donors to the organization. But
beyond just the medical clinics, perhaps one of Planned Parenthood’s
most notable arms is its Action Fund. This fund is nonprofit, nonpartison group that works to advance access to sexual health care and
reproductive rights. And this year many action fund supporters will
convene in Detroit for the Power of Pink conference from Friday,
July 27, through Sunday, July 29.
“Over the course of two days, thousands of Planned Parenthood
Action Fund members and supporters of all ages, races, ethnicities,
zip codes, gender identities and abilities will come together in Detroit
to participate in trainings, in-depth workshops, and volunteer-led
actions to build power,” write event organizers. “Participants will leave
Power of Pink with the tools they need to strengthen our movement’s
collective impact in our communities, under the the domes of state
and federal legislatures, and at the ballot box, now and well into the
future!”
This year the event will also feature 10 speakers from across the U.S.
ranging from politicians like Virginia Second House District Delegate
Jennifer Carroll Foy, to the Co-Founder of Black Lives Matter Alicia
Garza. Attendees will also be able to take a “deep dive” into 14 topics
like the #youthvote in NextGen America, Abortion Storytelling and
Organizing with Communities of Color with Community Outreach
Group. Included in the conference are also 42 workshops that
participants can attend. Below is a full schedule of the weekend’s events:
DAY 1 - FRIDAY,
JULY 27
10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m
Pre-Conference
Institutes
12:30 p.m. - 2 p.m.
Lunch On Your Own
(vouchers to be
provided and can
be used at Cobo
concession stands)
2 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Pre-Conference
Institutes
4:30 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Campus Campaigns
Pre Conference
Session
5:15 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Intro to Planned
Parenthood
and Sexual and
Reproductive Health
6:15 p.m. - 8:15 p.m.
Opening Ceremony

14

DAY 2 - SATURDAY,
JULY 28
8:30 a.m. - 10 a.m.
Opening Plenary:
We’ve Got the Power:
Building an Inclusive,
Powerful, and
WINNING Movement!
10:20 a.m. - 11:35
a.m.
Workshop Block #1
11:35 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Lunch On Your Own
(vouchers to be
provided and can
be used at Cobo
concession stands)
1 p.m. - 2:15 p.m.
Workshop Block #2
2:35 p.m. - 4 p.m.
State and Regional
Planning Sessions
4:30 p.m. - 6 p.m.
The PINK Wave:
Winning Elections
and Making
Commitments
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6:00 p.m. - 6:45 p.m.
Affinity Caucuses
(Optional)
7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Dinner on Your Own
9 p.m.
Power of Pink
Celebration
DAY 3 - SUNDAY,
JULY 29
9 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.
Opening & Preparing
for Action!
9:30 a.m. - 10 a.m.
Action/Field Training
10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Taking Action with
Planned Parenthood
Advocates of
Michigan!
12 p.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Closing

Michigan Same-Sex Couples Challenge
Adoption Agency Discrimination
Philadelphia Adoption Decision Resounds Nationally
BY EVE KUCHARSKI

T

his year, it is arguable that
Dumont v. Lyon is one
of t h e A m e r i c an C iv i l
Liberties Union of Michigan’s most
recognizable cases. In it, the ACLU
has claimed that Michigan unfairly
allowed publicly contracted foster
and adoption agencies St. Vincent’s
Catholic Charities and Bethany
Christian Services to discriminate
against same-sex couples wishing to
act as adoptive or foster parents. But
this topic isn’t isolated in Michigan,
it’s being talked about on a national
scale. And one such recent ruling
in Philadelphia against anti-gay
treatment might affect not only
Michigan, but the whole U.S.
On Friday, July 13, U.S. District
Ju d g e Pe t r e s e B. Tu c k e r o f
Philadelphia ruled against foster
and adoption agency Catholic Social
Services. The religious organization
claimed that it had the right to
refuse services to same-sex couples
in its publicly-funded foster care
programs, but Tucker rejected that
argument. According to American
Civil Liberties Union of Michigan
LGBT Staff Attorney Jay Kaplan,
the decision was a big win not
only for the Pennsylvania LGBTQ
community, but potentially the rest
of the U.S.
“Certainly, these agencies, they
have a right as a private entity to do
private adoptions, to decide who
they choose to work with,” Kaplan
said. “But here one does not have a
Constitutional or fundamental right
to a governmental contract, or the
ability to be able to do a contract
with the government solely on your
own terms about who you wish to
provide services to.”
The named plaintiffs in the suit
include two couples Kristy and Dana
Dumont and Erin and Rebecca
Busk-Sutton who were turned away
because of their sexual orientation.
Also included is Jennifer Ludolph
who was once in foster care herself.
Ludolph argues that although she
was placed in a loving home, if the
organization that handled her case
had held religious objections to the
fact that her foster father is an atheist

ACLU Attorney Jay Kaplan said that whatever the judge decides, the ACLU
will keep fighting to ensure that “the best interests of a child does not
take a backseat to what might be the religious philosophy or viewpoints
of a certain agency that (the state) contract(s) with.”
she might not have been placed
there. The named defendant is Nick
Lyon in his role as the director of
the Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services and Herman
McCall who is the director of the
Michigan Children’s Services Agency,
an agency within the MDHHS.
The suit’s plaintiff ’s contend
that the actions of the defendants
violated both the First Admendment,
which forbids the government from
favoring any one religion, and the
Fourteenth Amendment, which
guarantees equal protections for
U.S. citizens. Kaplan said that he
is hopeful that the Philadelphia
decision can help set a precedent that
could impact how the Michigan case
is handled.
“I think it’s important to note that
the judge in the eastern district for
Michigan does not have to follow
what a district court judge in
another state has done. However,
it can provide some guidance,”
Kaplan said. “So, we think it’s very

important, the Philadelphia decision,
to be considered as a supplemental
authority to our claim that the state,
by allowing contracted agencies that
are operating on behalf of the state to
provide foster and adoption services,
shouldn’t be able to discriminate
based on a particular religious belief.”
Kaplan went on to emphasize that
both religious organizations broke
explicit anti-discrimination rules in
their contracts with the state.
“That’s what the court in the
Philadelphia case addressed,” he
said. “They addressed performing
of governmental functions and how
this can violate the principles of
separation of church and state when
a governmental entity is contracting
with an entity that’s promoting a
particular viewpoint.”
Kaplan s aid t hat once t he
government allows its public services
to support a particular creed it can
See Adoption, continued on p. 20
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Parting
Glances
BY CHARLES ALEXANDER

Book in Progress #1

I

keep on my laptop desk a corner of chalky red brick. It’s all
that’s left of Cassboro Apartments, 444 Peterboro, Detroit. I
found this memento among broken boards, shattered glass
of the recently razed, four-story building. The red brick anchors
childhood memories for me.
At the time of the onset years of World War II, Peterboro
was lined with a half dozen house dating back to the 1880s,
and four apartment building dating to the 1920s. Several of
the houses had fenced victory gardens, alive with flowers and
small vegetables.
In 1941, I was five when we moved into the Cassboro’s
apartment 114. My father, a factory worker, was 35; my mother,
a laundry helper, 30. To this day I have no idea how and where
they met, nor do I recall their demonstrating any affection for
each other in my boyhood presence. We were not an affectionate
family.
We lived in four small rooms, which might have provided
family warmth and privacy, but my father’s mother, matriarchal,
southern-born Granny Lottie Lee Alexander came to stay.
She was related to Robert E. Lee. She prepared our dinner
meals. She called me “Granny’s Lil’ Bubba.” I was 18 when she
died.
The Cassboro was built in 1920 (I remember a pre-refridge ice
box, gas stove, a milkman with horse-drawn van). There were
60 apartments, owned by a Mr. Burston. Each month he drove
up in his black sedan, collected rents, chatted with landlords
Mr. and Mrs. Hoag. He rarely noticed us kids.
I liked landlord Hoag. He laughed a lot, showed me a basement
storage room filled with furniture and toys. His wife was cranky.
She caught me talking to Japhus, the building janitor, who was
washing front porch windows.
Japhus told me he had seen a dead cat brought back to life
after being stuffed with sand. “You’re not to speak to him,” Mrs.
Hoag squinted. “Do you understand, Alexander?”
I carefully avoided her, though once I hid under a staircase
listening to her gossip with sedate Mrs. Barnes who lived on
the fourth floor. It was a scary thing to do.
The Cassboro was filled with kids. I didn’t mind being an
only child.
There was Betty Renny, whose ailing mother could sleep nights
only by sitting upright. There was blond Patsy Katja, who had
the best comic books to trade. Tomboy Joan McGonagle, who
I heard through gossip did “things” with Tommy Tudman in
his unmarried mom’s bedroom.
There was Danny who lived across the hall. His clubfoot mom
caught us, each age 8, showing our unbuttoned trophies in an
abandoned car parked outside her window.
There was Tommy Black, at 116. From my bedroom window
one summer evening I saw his mother’s breasts when she left
the bathroom light on. Tommy came out as a teenager.
There was red-haired Deanie, 13, who asked me, age 9, just for
fun when his parents were gone to take off my clothes. For my
See Parting Glances, continued on p. 17
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Viewpoint

The First in Michigan
BY DENNIS JACOBS

A

s far as I know my partner and I were the first openly
gay men to adopt a child in Michigan. He and I
had talked about having children almost from the
beginning of our relationship. We knew it was a long shot.
The year was 1994 and, to the best of my knowledge, two
openly gay men had never done it before.
I had explored a variety of options but nothing seemed
very viable until, one day, I was having a conversation with
one of my staff and she mentioned that she had worked for a
child welfare program. She said that they often had difficulty
in placing children who were older than the average child up
for adoption. I called the agency to set up a meeting, and no
sooner had I walked through the door than I realized that
the woman who was interviewing me was a lesbian and very
sympathetic.

During our meeting she described to me the process of
adopting a child with special needs, and asked me a series of
question. She clearly liked my answers. I told her I lived with
my partner and she did not bat an eye. I learned later that
she normally would have turned our case over to one of her
caseworkers and that she had gone way out on a limb with
her boss to even get her to consider us as adoptive parents.
A few weeks went by and then I got a call from the case
manager who said there were two little boys who had just
come into the system. She described the children as ages two
and four. They had come to the attention of social services
because they found out that the 4-year-old had a broken nose
while he waited at a bus stop. That was when social services
took them away from their mother. Though they later tried
to reunite they boys with her, she decided to drop them off in
See Viewpoint, continued on p. 17
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Creep Of The Week

® Viewpoint

Bill Schuette

Continued from p. 17

I had explored a variety of options but nothing seemed very viable until, one day, I was
having a conversation with one of my staff and she mentioned that she had worked for
a child welfare program. She said that they often had difficulty in placing children who
were older than the average child up for adoption. I called the agency to set up a meeting,
and no sooner had I walked through the door than I realized that the woman who was
interviewing me was a lesbian and very sympathetic.

front of the social services building. She told
them that she would never see them again.
It was then that our case manager asked if
we’d like to meet with the boys who had been
placed with a foster mother. We immediately
said yes and went to pick the boys up for the
first time. Their foster care home was in a very
poor neighborhood, and I’ll never forget going
to the door and the foster mother opening it
just a crack. That’s when we hit our first major
bump in the road.
The minute she saw that we were two guys
she became openly hostile. We learned later
that she had immediately called social services,
horrified that two gay men were going to adopt
two little boys. Luckily, our case manager was
in our corner.
It turned out that the boys were considered
severely behaviorally-impaired — meaning
in layman’s terms that their behavior was so
extreme that they would be almost impossible
to place. I thought that I could handle all the
difficulties we would face trying to raise special
needs children in what was often a hostile
environment, but it proved even more difficult
than I could even imagine.
But, difficult as it has been at times, I will
never forget the first time we drove up the
long, winding driveway to our house and I

® Parting

Glances

Continued from p. 16

silence, he gave me his Captain Midnight ring.
There was teenager Bobby Hendrix. At
Christmas time his mother invited neighbor
kids in for Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol”
recordings. She smoked with a cigarette holder,
acted like screen-star Betty Grable.
When I was 12, Bobby got us kids to play
draw-a-dare. He wrote dares on paper scraps.
You got points for each challenge accepted. I
wanted to do more than kiss the living room
fish bowl, but I wasn’t sure just quite what.
One day Bobby popped naked into the
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heard the oldest boy ask from the backseat in a
very small voice, “Is this my new home, dad?”
That was the first time he had called me that.
We wanted to get the adoption finalized
before the holidays. As it turned out, the
judge who was to approve the adoption was
someone whom my partner had appeared
in front of many times as an attorney — he
clearly knew that we were gay. Although in
Michigan there could only be a single parent
adoption it was clear that we were doing it
together. We were definitely in uncharted
waters, and this judge was known to be
especially stodgy and very conservative.
Clearly, he didn’t know what to do under the
circumstances. So, he called a good friend of
ours who was a prominent attorney in Flint
at the time and asked her whether or not we
should be allowed to adopt children. She gave
us a glowing recommendation, which probably
turned the tide, and our case manager worked
with us to expedite the adoption. After some
work, we were able to get custody in time for
the holidays. It was the first Christmas with
with our new family.
Dr. Jacobs is a retired clinical psychologist and
the former CEO of a large behavioral health
organization.

hallway. He had just showered, answering
to a friend’s knock. To this day I can still see
his soapy, suntanned skin, flashy teenage
smile, muscular body shake and shiver.
It was a daredevil moment just as I was
conveniently passing by. Other sucessful and
more daredevil encounters would occur from
time to time as I moved into my coming out
teens.
Charles Alexander is prolific both as a BTL
columnist (700-plus columns) and as a wellknown LGBT community artist (1000 Face
Book images). He is a Spirit of Detroit Award
recipient and an Affirmations LGBT CENTER
Jan Stevenson awardee. Connect with him at
Charles@pridesource.com.

A

couple of columns ago I wrote about
sitting in a chemo ward getting
poison pumped into my body,
worried that my insurance was about to run
out. My wife’s insurance was not available
to me since our marriage wasn’t recognized
in Michigan. And while there were many
people who contributed to this injustice,
I hold one person in particular especially
at fault.
Michigan’s Attorney General Bill Schuette
(rhymes with “booty”).
You see, he fought against marriage
equality at every turn. All the way to the
Supreme Court, in fact. Where he lost. And
I won what should have been mine all along.
Now Schuette is spending his last year
as AG running for Governor. But he’s still
finding time to continue his attack on
LGBTQ people in Michigan.
You see, in May the Michigan Civil Rights
Commission decided that the Elliott-Larsen
Civil Rights Act, Michigan’s civil rights law,
protects LGBTQ people from discrimination.
This was a huge win for equality in Michigan
as adding sexual orientation and gender
identity to Elliott-Larsen has been a goal for
decades. Because up until May 22, LGBTQ
people had no legal recourse when it came
to discrimination in Michigan. That means
it was perfectly legal to fire someone for
being gay, or refuse to rent to someone who
is trans, for example.
So of course this made Schuette
very unhappy. And so, at the request of
Republicans in the legislature, on July 20,
Schuette issued a formal option stating
that Elliott-Larsen does not, in fact,
protect LGBTQ people and that the MCRC
overstepped its authority.
“Michigan’s Constitution entrusts the
Legislature, and not executive agencies or
commissions, with the authority to change,
extend, or narrow statutes,” Schuette wrote
in his opinion.
In a perfect world, we would have a
legislature in Michigan that would, in fact,
act to broaden protections. But we do not
have that here. Instead, we have a heavily
gerrymandered state heavily in favor of
Republican, which means the most extreme
Republicans are often the ones who win
elections. The people of Michigan do not
have a representative democracy. We have a
rigged system. Which means the legislature
has refused to act over and over again
because it is packed with people who don’t
think LGBTQ people are fully human.
Now, you could say that Schuette only
issued this ruling to throw meat to his base
right before the Aug. 7 primary election,
where he is the frontrunner for Governor.

BY D’ANNE WITKOWSKI
In a perfect world, we would have a
legislature in Michigan that would, in
fact, act to broaden protections. But we
do not have that here. Instead, we have
a heavily gerrymandered state heavily
in favor of Republican, which means the
most extreme Republicans are often the
ones who win elections.
But one could also say that telling LGBTQ
people they aren’t fully human is very onbrand for Schuette because he is awful. Also
both things are true.
The scary thing is, Schuette isn’t even the
most extreme candidate vying for governor
on the Republican ticket. That’s how crazily
right-wing the GOP is in Michigan. But make
no mistake, just because there’s someone
worse, that doesn’t make Schuette better. It’s
like being offered the choice of either having
an arm or a leg broken. Choosing between
bad options is no choice at all.
But here’s the good news, the Michigan
Civil Rights Commission received Schuette’s
opinion, read it, and told him to pound sand.
They will keep investigating discrimination
complaints based on sexual orientation and
gender identity, thank you very much.
“The Michigan Civil Rights Commission
is an independent, constitutionally created
and established body,” MCRC Director
Agustin V. Arbulu said in a statement. “The
Commission is not bound by the opinion
of the Attorney General. The only recourse
is for the courts to determine if issuing the
interpretive statement was within the scope
of the commission’s authority, and that is the
appropriate venue for resolving this issue.”
In other words, the MCRC told Schuette,
“You’re not the boss of us,” while at the same
time acknowledging that this issue will wind
up in court and welcoming that challenge.
Meanwhile, conservatives are calling for
all the members of the MCRC to be removed
by Gov. Rick Snyder, a man who poisoned an
entire city and yet somehow still has his job.
The most obvious solution to the problem
of anti-LGBTQ leadership in Michigan is
to get rid of it. We must elect a Democratic
governor and Dana Nessel as Attorney
General in November.
Nessel was the attorney behind the case
challenging Michigan’s ban on adoption and
marriage by same sex couples. That case went
all the way to the Supreme Court where
equality won. Having Nessel as Michigan’s
next AG would be the most beautiful karmic
justice in the world and would make me, a
two-time cancer survivor, very happy. Check
her out at dana2018.com.
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NEWS

‘No Right to Consent’

Cuban Lawmakers Approve
New Constitution with Michigan’s Plan to Control, End HIV Raises Privacy Concerns
Marriage Equality
BY MICHAEL K. LAVERS
Cuban lawmakers on Sunday unanimously
approved a new constitution that would
extend marriage rights to same-sex couples.
The vote took place after Mariela Castro —
the daughter of former Cuban President Raúl
Castro who directs the country’s National
Center for Sexual Education (CENESEX) —
and other members of the Cuban National
Assembly spoke in favor of a proposed
amendment that would define marriage as
a “voluntary union into which two people
who are legally eligible can enter.”
Activists who work independently
of CENESEX in recent years launched
campaigns in support of marriage rights
for same-sex couples on the Communist
island. Five Evangelical church groups last
month publicly expressed their opposition
to nuptials for gays and lesbians.
Cuba would become the first Caribbean
country to extend marriage rights to samesex couples if the new constitution is
approved in a referendum that is expected
to take place later this year.
Sunday’s vote took place nearly six
decades after gay men were among those
who were sent to labor camps, known by
the Spanish acronym UMAP, following the
1959 revolution that brought Mariela Castro’s
uncle, Fidel Castro, to power.
The Cuban government until 1993 forcibly
quarantined people with HIV/AIDS in staterun sanitaria. Fidel Castro in 2010 apologized
for the work camps during an interview with
a Mexican newspaper.
Cuba since 2008 has offered free sexreassignment surgeries through its national
health care system, although only a few
dozen people have been able to receive them.
Mariela Castro, who is a member of the
National Assembly, and CENESEX since that
year have organized a series of events across
the country each year that commemorate
the International Day Against Homophobia,
Transphobia and Biphobia.
A three-judge panel in Havana last
October granted Violeta Cardoso custody
of her late daughter’s three young children
who she is raising with her partner of 32
years, Isabel Pacheco. The ruling is believed
to be the first time the Cuban government
has legally recognized a same-sex couple.
Independent LGBTI activists with whom
the Washington Blade regularly speak say
they continue to face discrimination and
even arrest if they publicly criticize the Cuban
government.
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BY TODD HEYWOOD

M

ichigan health officials have been
quietly rolling out a comprehensive
new strategy to control and end the
HIV crisis for months. But attorneys, AIDS
Service Organization officials and more worry
the plans could overstep the privacy rights of
people living with or at risk for HIV and drive
them away from testing and treatment. That
could ultimately result in an increase in cases,
rather than a desired decrease.
Katie Macomber, director of the Division
of HIV/STD Programs for the Michigan
Department of Health and Human Services,
said the new initiatives will help address the
HIV crisis.

Stage 1
Macomber said two specific plans are being
rolled out. First, health officials are seeking
a change to Michigan’s partner services law.
Under the current law, local health officials are
allowed to keep the names or other identifying
information of sexual and needle sharing
partners gathered during a post diagnosis
interview for those with HIV and some sexually
transmitted infections.
That is unhelpful, Macomber said, and as a
result, the state wants to be allowed to keep that
data forever. For the past decade at least, health
officials have circumvented this law by hosting
information solicited in those interviews on
databases. Until 2016, the database was owned
and operated by the state. Since then, the
database is run and owned by the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, the federal
health agency.
When a person is diagnosed with HIV, a
disease investigator for the state meets with
that person and solicits information on partners
who may be at risk. The program is supposed
to be voluntary, but under the new program,
health officials rather than presenting the
voluntary nature of the program, will “work to
get people to yes,” said Macomber. The names,
contact information and risk information is
collected and entered into the database. It
remains there indefinitely and health officials
can access the identification of partners at any
time, and compare them to new or old partner
identification situations.
If a person declines such services, which is
their right under the law, Macomber said the
workers will be encouraged to revisit that client
again in a few weeks.
“We want to work to get them to yes,” she said
of the direction. “When that law was written,
we didn’t really have anything to offer a person
who was diagnosed or their partners. But today

we have PEP (Post-Exposure Prophylaxis) and
PrEP (Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis) for those who
are not living with HIV. And we have Treatment
which can make it so someone cannot transmit
the infection.”
And Macomber said health officials will
continue to contact those living with HIV, even
when they have declined partner services, on
a regular basis to offer them partner support
services.
“Partner notification is going to be a lifelong
thing,” she said in an interview. “We want to
continue to offer it.”
She said the state is not interested in
becoming a the “sex police,” for people living
with HIV, merely working with them to
continue to disclose their status to their sexual
and needle sharing partners.
If a person living with HIV declines partners
services, and changes contact information,
state health officials will be leaning on AIDS
Service Organizations to provide them an “in”
with the disease investigators, Macomber said.
“We would maybe ask them to contact the
client and invite them in for a coordinated
meeting with us at the agency,” she said.
ASO officials who spoke to BTL on the
condition of anonymity for fear of impacting
prevention grants said the move could
jeopardize already tenuous relationships with
those struggling with their diagnosis and the
social impact and stigma which follows.
“We become an arm of that,” said one agency
staffer. “The health department folks do not
have a great reputation in the community. If we
are seen as an arm, that will hamper the trust.”
Ma c o m b e r d i d a c k n ow l e d g e t h at
investigators with local health departments
have had a contentious relationship with
those living with HIV. That has often led to
serious confrontations, fueled by rumors of
how the health department staff track down
and communicate with those newly diagnosed
with HIV.
And while that may require a makeover,
Macomber said the state is moving forward
and expects ASOs to be “partners” with local
health agencies.

Stage 2
The second stage of the plan is to use lab
tests that are reported to the state by law in
tracking down potential undiagnosed cases
and identifying underground meeting spaces
where HIV may be being transmitted.
State health officials have access to thousands
of genetic tests of the virus found in people
living in with HIV in MIchigan. Because HIV
mutates very quickly, but in a identifiable
pattern, health officials, with the assistance of

a computer program provided by the CDC,
can identify related cases.
The studies do not, however, show
directionality of transmission. All they show
is that the infections are genetically similar.
As an example, just because Joey and Fred
have a similar genetic makeup, it does not
mean one of the two transmitted the virus to
the other. There could be additional people,
not identified, who transmitted the infection.
And it’s those unidentified persons living
with HIV Macomber said the state is hoping
to identify, get tested and get into treatment.
Interestingly, although those living with HIV
who have an undetectable virus are unable to
transmit the virus, Macomber said the growing
clusters identified by the state so far include
persons who have undetectable viral loads.
“So we’re going to them and asking them
about their social networks,” she said. “We’re
asking them who they are having sex with,
where they hang out, how they connect. And
that may lead to targeted testing events in those
locations or other outreach. It will also mean
reaching out to partners.”
There is a risk, she conceded, that eager
prosecutors could use this genotype cluster
studies as evidence in criminal proceedings
against persons living with HIV. But she said
people living with HIV have no right to remove
their data from the state’s systems.
Jay Kaplan, staff attorney for the LGBT
Project of the ACLU of Michigan, said his
agency is reviewing this information and is
unable to render a legal opinion at this time.
Philip Ellison, an attorney in Saginaw, is
suing the MDHHS over it’s collection of the
blood of newborn babies in Michigan. That
blood is used by the state to detect genetic
diseases, but then is stored. He claims in his
federal suit that the state did not obtain consent
for the blood, tests or storage. He also claims
that law enforcement has accessed the database
for genetic comparisons.
He reviewed all the documents BTL used
in this reporting, including the interview with
Macomber.
“The Department and its officials (like Katie
Macomber in her interview) simply do not
value or even remotely protect Michigander’s
rights under the US Constitution,” he wrote in
an email statement to BTL. “Even potentially
worse, they know they are in violation and
still are intentionally violating the rights of
individuals to decline participation in medical
treatments and testing. Medical decisions
should be privately made between doctors and
patients. Instead, state officials in the Newborn
Screening Program (and now the HIV/STD
division) of the Department of Health and
Human Services are essentially invading,
copying, and using patient blood tests, DNA
results, and medical files without consent. It is
both unlawful and wholly Orwellian.”
Asked if people would be informed and
allowed to consent or not to the use of their
genetic data by the state, her response was, “You
have not right to consent to that.”
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Ferndale Community Welcomes
Congresswoman Brenda Lawrence

Democratic candidate for attorney
general Dana Nessel and State Rep. Jeremy
Moss (D-Southfield) rallied in support of
Congresswoman Brenda Lawrence on
Sunday, July 21 at SOHO in Ferndale for
her work on the federal level to support
the LGBT community in Michigan.

® Mission

Continued from p. 10

to local groups, tabling at events and bringing
their clipboards and enthusiasm to shows
like Lady Parts Justice League’s recent Vagical
Mystery Tour. All with one thing in mind:
voter registration.
Nasreddine explains that his job as an
organizer for NextGen Rising, the specific
division he works for, is “to connect, engage
and educate the electorate.” Mainly, he makes
connection in the community to find where
large populations of the youth bracket (age
18 to 35) are not registered, find ways to get
them registered and on to the polls in August
and November.
As a first-generation American, with
parents from Egypt and Lebanon, Nasreddine
described his background and how he became

® Adoption

Continued from p. 14

be a “slippery slope.”
“Once you permit this form of discrimination
you can have agencies saying, ‘We don’t want
to work with couples who might have been
divorced previously. We don’t want to work
with couples where the mother works because
we think the mother should stay home and take
care of children. We don’t want to work with
people because maybe they’re of the Muslim
faith — their religion, we don’t agree with those
principles,’” Kaplan said. “And what you do is
you make this pool of potential parents who
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so passionate about engaging people in politics.
His parents weren’t particularly political when
he was growing up, and Nasreddine had
questions.
“I guess I had always kind of felt like I didn’t
understand why oppression happened. When I
was young, I didn’t get why people were the way
that they were with other people. Like, how do
you treat someone like this? It made me mad.”
It was through studying history that
Nasreddine channeled his interests and his
energy.
“I truly believe you need to know where
you’ve been, to know where you’re going, to
kind of lay out the roadmap, so to speak.”
Discovering his passion for history, being
conscious of his Arabic identity and coming
out as transgender all came together.
“It was hard to understand myself as an
Arab queer, within the context of the broader,

white world I lived in. There’s part of me that
goes to school every day, to work, and I’m seen
as a ‘white passing’ and queer or like gay or
whatever. It’s fine, I get shit sometimes from
people on the street .... But then I go home,
and it’s the same thing, but amplified because
it’s my family doing it.”
While Nasreddine continues to feel frustrated
with the apathy he sees, particular among young
LGBTQ people, he takes it in stride. And with
his singular focus, Nasreddine has a message for
those whom he thinks are disillusioned when
he hears they only vote in presidential elections.
“My biggest thing is that I think that folks
who are angry with the system as it stands, to
look at their local politicians that are out there
for elections and re-elections. Because I think
that local politics ... is what’s going to affect you
way more, I think, than a federal legislature
will. You can’t just start with the president.”

Ultimately, Nasreddine’s main message is
one of hope, because he knows how easy it is
to feel helpless.
“If you’re watching the news your gonna be
sad,” he said, “but it’s important to understand
that you have the power to change things. And
we spend so much time being told that we don’t.
And we spend so much time being told these
are just the way things are. But that’s not how it
has to be. I want people to get inspired. I want
people to look around at their community and
get inspired and excited to do the work.”

can provide a loving and secure home for kids
smaller and smaller. And, ultimately, it’s the
child that gets hurt.”
Representatives from the Michigan attorney
general’s office, which is representing the state
in this legal battle, and the MDHHS have
made the argument that if St. Vincent’s and
CSS are forced by the court to provide equal
consideration to same-sex couples they will
be strong-armed into closing their doors.
Also arguing that this could result in an even
smaller pool of homes for children in need of
adoption and foster care services. However,
Kaplan emphasized that the suit by the ACLU is
not an attempt to force these agencies to close,
simply to have them change their practices.
“You know, it’s ironic that on the one hand

the argument is being made that, ‘We provide
this very unique service and that no other
agency is able to provide these foster care
services or these adoptive services’ and on the
second, on the other side of the coin is, ‘Well,
you can go someplace else. There are other
agencies that will serve you,”” Kaplain said.
Kaplan then went on to cite a similar case of
a religious foster care contract violation in San
Francisco that was used in the decision of the
Philadelphia case. In that instance, defendants
argued they would have to close if they offered
services to same-sex couples but instead ended
up collaborating with other same-sex-affirming
organizations.
“That’s why you do have a hearing and you
present factual evidence,” Kaplan said. “If, in

fact, it’s true (that) these agencies cannot refuse
to work with same-sex couples as a condition
of their contract are they actually going to shut
down? And if so, are there not going to be other
agencies to provide those services?”
Kaplan said that there are, pointing to the
dozens of other same-sex-affirming agencies
across Michigan. For now, next steps include
waiting on the decision of U.S. District Judge
Paul Borman who is weighing the arguments
of both sides. Kaplan said that whatever the
judge decides, the ACLU will keep fighting to
ensure that “the best interests of a child does not
take a backseat to what might be the religious
philosophy or viewpoints of a certain agency
that (the state) contract(s) with.”

Find the entire article online at pridesource.
com. What Makes Us: A Night of Activism,
Community & Performance will be held Friday,
July 27 from 6 to 9 p.m. at Affirmations, 290 W.
9 Mile Road, Ferndale. Please direct all questions
to Dean Nasreddine at dean.nasreddine@
nextgenamerica.org
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Sugarland’s Frontwoman
on Celebrating the
Queer Community with
Latest Album and Why
‘Tolerance’ Isn’t Enough
BY CHRIS AZZOPARDI

J

ust before releasing a hotly anticipated new album with Sugarland
bandmate Kristian Bush, duo frontwoman Jennifer Nettles
summed up her history of progressive politics and queer advocacy
and love for chicken with one defiant tweet: “Steals recipe for world’s
best chicken sandwich and opens ‘Chic-fi-Gay.’ Serves EVERYBODY
deliciousness and is open on Sundays. Wins world,” she wrote on
May 15, her unfettered outspokenness still a rare but significant
thing in country music.
“Or the spinoff of it: It can start as Chick-fil-Gay and then it could
just turn into Chick-fil-Heyyy!, which would be super fun too,” she
tells me with a robust guffaw.
“Bigger,” the band’s first release since their long-established
country sound was cranked to arena-rock heights on 2010’s “The
Incredible Machine,” reflects on our emotionally and politically
strained modern world (their powerful lament, “Tuesday’s Broken,”
addresses America’s gun problem and school shootings) with love,
hope, unity and inclusiveness, themes near and dear to Sugarland
since the release of their 2002 debut. “These are the days of the
underdog, the counted out, the ones you don’t see coming; times
of the left-behinds...,” Nettles sings on “Not the Only,” counting
herself among us. “Silent voices I’ve never heard, all waiting to
say the words, held up and kept inside, but we don’t have to hide.”
Here, Nettles wins the world by phoning to talk about Sugarland’s
mission to shine a light on the unseen, being political post-Dixie
Chicks, and why it’s important for people (see: homophobes) to
not get it twisted: that “Mother” lyric is most definitely referring
to a gay couple in love.

Did recent world tragedies and the country’s overall divisiveness have
anything to do with you getting back to your Sugarland roots?
Yeah. I had been feeling the urges to get back and do something
and see what that would feel like again. At first it seemed to be a
matter of the calendar, and then we started writing and then when
we looked at this collection and what was coming out of us we
realized, “Whoa, we have a lot to say, and this is actually the reason
for the timing” – that these messages that we have are, well, no pun
intended, bigger than what, initially, this reconvening was going to
be. It was very much a bigger message for the world.

I hear myself and my community’s struggles represented in some of
these songs, and I feel emboldened by them. To what extent was the
queer community on your mind while creating this album?
It was on our minds significantly. You hear those messages poke
through within the music: messages of unity and inclusion, and of
not only tolerance – sometimes tolerance to me is such a... ack!...
it’s not even the right word anymore. We need to move beyond just
tolerance. And it even needs to move beyond acceptance. It needs
to move into celebration and just outright humanism.

I don’t think any person wants to just be tolerated.
Tolerated, no – I don’t even know where that word came from. It’s
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INFO
Sugarland
7 p.m. Aug. 9
Huntington Center, Toledo
(500 Jefferson Ave.)
7 p.m. Aug. 10
Van Andel Arena, Grand Rapids
(130 Fulton St. W.)
>>> huntingtoncentertoledo.com

clear that whoever started throwing that term
around was already coming from a defensive
standpoint. So that being said, I think you
hear those messages celebrated in songs like
“Tuesday’s Broken,” “Mother” and “Not the
Only,” and even in songs like “Bigger.” But
you hear it much more clearly and outright
on “Mother,” where it says, “She’s got a ring
to give to you she hopes you’ll give away. She
don’t care who you give it to, where they’re
from, if they pray like you…”

And “first thing she taught you is love is love.”
Yeah, that love is love, right? So you hear it
very distinctly and you hear it in the messages
of heartaches in “Tuesday’s Broken.” Even in
the second verse you don’t know why the
teenage girl is on the bed and why she is
possibly considering self-harming because
of not feeling love and not feeling celebrated
and not feeling a part of her community and
being online, dear God help us all. So you
hear those messages, for sure, throughout.
And for me, obviously always being a
champion of the marginalized, always being
a champion of those who are being oppressed
– and all of these really horribly divisive
tones that we hear now in our culture and in
our community that have always been there
but we’re hearing them now in a way that is
super ugly – when you hear those messages
of self-love and of inclusion on this record,
absolutely the LGBTQA community was on
our minds when we were writing this.

In the lyric video for “Mother,” two gay men are
seen holding hands. I don’t think I’ve ever seen
a gay couple featured in a major, mainstream
country music video. Is that precisely why you
chose to include them?
Yes! I mean, not to say like, “Hey! We’re the
first ones in country music to feature a gay
couple visually!” But to be able to say, “Just
so you know, what you hear in this and what
you might be assuming is absolutely visually
and literally true. Like, if you might be toiling
around with the idea of what this might be
about, let’s go ahead and show you.”

It feels bold, but in 2018, I feel like it shouldn’t
feel that way.
No, you’re right, it should not feel bold. But
the interesting thing is the reason many
times it feels bold within the country music
community is because everyone talks about
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the Dixie Chicks syndrome of what we saw
all those years ago. I think times are different.
I think it is time for people within all of
the music community, but especially in the
country music community, where we have
such a beautifully diverse audience – we
are not preaching to the choir here. We are
offering messages. We are offering them to
hopefully inspire people to be open and think
differently for those who may not already.

Did you learn that love is love from your mom?
Absolutely. I have a mother who’s beautifully
open and unconditionally loving, not only
to myself but to the world and, yeah, she
definitely taught me very, very early on.

How have you passed that same sentiment onto
your own son?
Magnus is 5, so certain concepts feel abstract
in terms of “let me teach you a lesson.”
What I do is show him through life. The
gay community is a big part of our lives in
terms of people. My manager is gay and
my personal assistant is gay, and these are
people who are family to me. My PA was my
roommate all four years of college. You know
what I’m saying? It’s a family.
So, it’s in life, it’s just a matter of fact. And
if questions arise, as children many times will
have, I will be very open and celebratory in
that way. But children live what you show
them, and if you show them love and if you
show them openness, that is what they will
enjoy. If you keep them closed off and you
show them hate, that is what they will reflect.
So, he reflects my values in that way.

When confronted with backlash from
conservative country fans, how do you stay
motivated to keep letting your voice be heard
in a genre that once sought to quiet artists like,
for instance, the Dixie Chicks?
I believe that times are different and social
media is an echo chamber. People shout
their hate and other people shout hate back.
So, I try to be mindful. Don’t get me wrong,
I would love to keep people in check. But
really, at the end of the day, that’s just noise.
The importance is the message that I am
putting out there. And if somebody fires
back and they don’t like it on social media,
who cares. And if people are going to judge
someone’s art and someone’s music based
on this really new concept of an artist being
more personally connected, because now
we do have immediate access through social
media between fans and artist, then you
know, don’t listen to the music, don’t buy it.
To each his own. (Laughs)

There used to be a direct connection between
the two, that you couldn’t say too much
because people wouldn’t buy your music and
record labels would worry, but that doesn’t
seem to be the case anymore.
No, I don’t think it can be because, especially
See Nettles, continued on p. 28
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Jon Strand Exhibit Opens Aug. 3: Dots! Exclamation Points! Smiles!
BY CHARLES ALEXANDER

F

or those with an obsession for counting things there are
10,000 alphabet letters in this review of pointillist artist
Jon Strand’s exhibition: Oracles, Temples and Waves ... and
a dragon named Raoul. But 10,000 is a piddling word count to
be sure, compared to Strand’s creative dot, dot, dot detailing
over nearly 50 years of painting and fascinated viewer acclaim
in some 29 exhibitions of his art — including an onset exhibition
at the Detroit Institute of Arts in 1971 (the DIA currently owns
two of his pieces). Now, his work is scheduled to be shown from
Aug. 3 through 24, at the Wayne State University Arts Gallery.
In the upcoming WSU exhibit there are 62 pieces, with
perhaps an overall count of close to one million dots for the
compulsive artist (and a now personal friend ever since I first
interviewed “the loquacious Jon Strand” for BTL in 2007). One
million dots!
Strand is a self-styled, self-taught, pointillist artist, in the
time-honored tradition of artists Georges Seurat, Paul Signac
and Vincent Van Gogh.
This is his second major exhibition in recent years in the
vicinity of the WSU campus. His last, titled “The Secret of
Jonny Strange,” was held in 2007 at Detroit’s Orchestra Hall and
featured 21 of his art pieces on three staircases, and the debut of
an animated Jonny Strange film that was scored by well-known
radio personality, pianist and composer Judy Adams. Adams
also performed live on opening night (Strand wore a blessed
silk scarf given him by a Buddhist monk admirer).
Strand creates his dramatic art pieces dot by dot by dot by
dot, layer upon layer upon layer. He’ll proudly tell anyone who
views his works — sometimes 4” x 6” but often 4’ x 6’ — that
there are 2500 dots, sometimes five or six layers in depth, per
square inch. He and a collaborator actually counted the dots.
All dots are applied deftly, exactly and many would say
impeccably with a $50 rapidograph pen, while Strand watches
reruns of I Love Lucy, Downton Abbey, news reports and BBC
specials. Otie, his black retriever companion of three years,
patiently sits or dozes out Strand’s daily four- and five-hour
dotting sessions underneath his drawing table. Recently, a team

of would-be TV entrepeneurs
spent seven hours filming Strand’s
treasure-trove art studio.
He also supplied them with
r u n n i ng c om m e nt ar y an d
historical footnotes. Otie made
friends
(Strand also somehow finds
time to record, annotate and
recall timely gossip. Aesthetic
observations in a well-written
daily journal. To date, he has
filled over 117 journals since 1970.
Wayne State Press is considering
publishing a “select” anthology).
It is no exaggeration to state for
the record (perhaps “The Guinness
Book of World Records”) that
since Strand first began dotting Dragon of the Mysterious Blue Harbour (2016)
— not too long after leaving Tiffany’s
sculptures, and through
gay bar, where he was a popular waiter — he has dot, dot, dotted his personal reflections
nearly five, six, seven or eight — maybe even 10 — million dots. — his story as a seeker
Strand has touchstoned his current Wayne State exhibition of truth and creator of
work with art, artifacts and commentary/analysis by several beauty.”
friends, artists, sculptors and highly-qualified art critics. Included
Included is a lauditory
too are several wooden tabletop temples, Strand self-used facial e s s ay by l o c a l a n d
masks and occasionally-horrific severed head, stone sculptures. national art critic and
Included also are inspired “incentives” by photographer S. established creative
Kay Young, a Detroit-based clothing and fabric designer Leslie writer Matthew Piper,
Ann Pilling, Canadian artist Jeff Hucul, arts impresario and who compares Strand
longtime gay friend and his recently same-sex partner Bobby to being akin in artistic
LaRose, and the late Jack Whitehead, artist.
outlook and reach for
Attendees to Strand’s art opening will each receive a 32-page, poetic visual grandeur
autographed, high gloss exhibition catalogue — a veritable to Herman Melville of
work of design, art and contemporary analysis. Layout and “Moby Dick” literary
Jon Strand
design are coordinated by Strand and media designer Jerome fame.
Patryjak, himself an artist and member of the Detroit Scarab
Piper pinpoints Strand’s A dragon Called Raoul as a kinship
Club’s board of directors. The center page is magically awash image to the great 19th century writer’s own Moby.
with 50 miniatures of a Strand wave piece
“Consider that Jon Strand works almost exclusively in a kind
The booklet is foreworded by Marion “Mame” Jackson, WSU of distributed, diffuse self-portraiture,” wrote Piper. “He was
distinguished professor emerita, with a laudatory essay about always Jonny Strange, of course, but imagine that his oracles
his pointillist art — its many levels of transcendental meaning are his horror and his temples his solace.
and relation to past and current metaphysical trends in literature
“His waves? Detailed documents of his growing awareness
and art.
and acceptance of timelessness and transcendence. Now enter
“[Strand’s] waves, however, go beyond the familiar appearance the dragon, the necessary monster, full of magic, fire and fury, at
of waves and — borrowing from modern physics — seem to once formidable and light as air, riding the fathoms from which
suggest as well the granularity and instability of the physical he has emerged, master, inscrutable, and smiling.”
world,” wrote Jackson. “He shares through his paintings, his
High praise indeed. One dot at a time. But, who’s counting?
Visually, in this exhibit, only Strand counts!

SAVE THE DATE
Jon Strand: Oracles, Temples
and Waves
Wayne State University Community Arts Gallery
5400 Gullen Mall
Detroit
Aug. 3 -24
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Broadway National Tour Company Members
Come to Royal Oak for Witches’ Night Off
BY BTL STAFF

C

ompany Members of the National
Touring Company of “Wicked”
will host Witches’ Night Off, an
evening of entertainment and fundraising
at St. John’s Episcopal Church in Royal
Oak on Monday, Aug. 13. Net proceeds
from the show will benefit Broadway
Cares/Equity Fights AIDS (BC/EFA) and
Open Hands Food Pantry.
Produced by the company members of
“Wicked,” the evening is an opportunity
for them to step out of their roles in
the musical and kick up their heels
performing some of their favorite
non-Ozian material. The show is part
of an ongoing series of performances
by the touring company to support
charitable causes. So far, the “Wicked,”
Munchkinland Tour has raised over $4.8
million in donations for Broadway Cares/
Equity Fights AIDS and local health and
AIDS service organizations all over the
country.
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Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and the
performance will begin at 7 p.m. at
St. John’s Episcopal Church at 26998
Woodward Ave. (at 11 Mile) in Royal Oak.
VIP Admission is available for $50, which
includes front area seating and a post-show

meet & greet reception with the WICKED
company members. Advanced General
Admission tickets are available for $25,
and $30 tickets will be available day of at
the door. Please visit OpenHandsPantry.
org or call (248)546-1255 for tickets.

www.PrideSource.com
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Michigan’s Definitive LGBTQ-Friendly
Wedding & Anniversary Guide

MiLGBTWedding.com
A PROJECT OF

To learn more contact
donelle@pridesource.com
Call 734-293-7200 ext. 22

® Nettles

Continued from p. 23

now – again in the age of social media where
you have a direct outlet to the world, not just
to your fanbase but to the world – I don’t
think that dynamic exists anymore. The
publicists and labels can’t worry about that
in the same way because it’s like, look, you’re
gonna be who you are.

Especially once you’ve opened the floodgates.
And you’ve opened the floodgates.
Yes, yes. (Laughs)

But some artists choose not to use their
platform for political reasons. For instance, your
collaborator on “Babe,” Taylor Swift, isn’t known
for making political statements and she gets a
lot of flak for that.
Really?

Yeah, she isn’t as politically outspoken as
you, for example. Do you think artists have a
responsibility to use their platform to speak out
on matters of concern?
I think human beings have a responsibility. I
definitely feel a calling within myself to speak
my truth. I’m very outspoken in my own
personal life as well so it bears to reason that
I would be that authentic in my public life.
Some people aren’t very outspoken, even in
their privates lives.

Have you prepared for the country
conservatives who may have an issue with you
broaching gun policy on “Tuesday’s Broken”?
Yes, but I feel really confident, Chris, in the
sense that, look, what happens is everyone on
the far margins scream and are terribly afraid
that suddenly each of their rights are going
to be completely obliterated by comprising at
all. If you give anyone an inch, they’re gonna
take a mile and pull you to the opposite pole
– I don’t believe that. I believe that sensible
gun control is possible. I believe we are in
a challenging time right now with lobbyists
and the NRA and different money powers,
and I believe the waters are convoluted. I
believe there needs to be tort reform within
our congress and within the ways we vote on
all of these issues.
Those are huge, broad issues, but at the end
of the day, I believe it’s absolutely possible for
us to do anything we want to. We can change
the rules, we can remake the rules. We wrote
’em the first time. It’s possible to fix this. It’s
possible to look at gun laws, it’s possible to
look at mental health, it’s possible to look at
all of these pieces. We just have to be willing
to do it and to elect the people who are going
to do it.

Have you thought about how this album could
bridge gaps between people who think like you
and your conservative fanbase?
Look, art has many purposes. Sometimes
it’s to entertain, sometimes it’s to inspire
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and sometimes it is even to provoke, and
all of those are valid. What I hope we are
able to do in Sugarland and in all of my
music is to be able to inspire dialogue and
to invite conversation. Rather than pressing
the buttons, I want to sit in a corner, point
a subversive finger and say, “What do you
think about this over here? How could we
make it better?”

To ask you a lighter question that’s tour related:
Do you have a favorite Christian Siriano dress
that you can’t wait to wear?
(Excitedly) Mmmm! There are several pieces
I cannot wait to wear! I mean, he really did
his thing on this, and we had such fun in this
collaboration just because it already had a
theme to it. So, he was able to then just take
that and really have fun with it because the
theme for the tour, visually and aesthetically,
is this beautifully, other-world vintage
circus-y look, so we had a lot of fun doing
research for that.

How will the healing vibes of the album
translate to the stage?
We try to make it feel transportive so when
you leave you feel like you have been offered
an escape and some asylum and some
refugee, and that you leave feeling seen.

Sugarland is known for sneaking cover songs
into the shows. Have you considered any cover
songs that may fit the healing vibes of the
album?
The fun part about the live shows is that over
the course of the tour they will continue to
evolve. We’ve got some cover choices and a
remix situation that’s super, super funky and
fun, and we also have sort of an all-skate
that we like to do at the end with all of our
openers to come on and join us, and that’s
usually a big, fun party.
I am sure that within that we will be able to
figure out messages of unity; the potential is
ripe for all of those messages. (Laughs) Right
now, we’re leaning toward the fun party side,
but that’s not to say that isn’t about unity too.

What do you hope your queer fans take away
from this album?
I would harken back to our conversation
regarding the tour: to feel seen. I think
it’s such an interesting time where we are
supposedly more technologically, in terms of
ideas, connected than ever. But at the same
time – the last song on the album, “Not the
Only,” especially speaks to this – a lot of us
still feel very alone and very unseen, and
I hope that within the queer community,
within the gay community, the trans
community – the LGBTQA! All the letters!
I hope that everyone feels seen, and let’s say
again: celebrated.
As editor of Q Syndicate, the international
LGBTQ wire service, Chris Azzopardi has
interviewed a multitude of superstars, including
Meryl Streep, Mariah Carey and Beyoncé.
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Ann Arbor Art Center
Hosts Painting and Poetry
Weekend Workshop
BY BTL STAFF

Ann Arbor Pride Marks
24th Anniversary
BY BTL STAFF

F

or almost a quarter of a century Ann Arbor’s Jim Toy
Community Center has been hosting an iteration of
Ann Arbor Pride, formerly known as OutFest. This
year is no different and starting on Friday, Aug. 3 through
Aug. 5 attendees are encouraged to attend and celebrate the
LGBTQ community.
“Ann Arbor Pride is a celebration of LGBTQ and allied
community accomplishments, as well as an opportunity to
understand how to build on the success of establishing marriage
equality and what to focus on next,” write event organizers.
“This celebration is meant to be inclusive to people from
all walks of life. Event proceeds help benefit the Jim Toy
Community Center.”
Included in the festivities will be a performance by Brian
Justin Crum of America’s Got Talent fame on Saturday, Aug.
4 as well as a silent auction to benefit the Jim Toy Community
Center. Other activities focus on all ages featuring a “kid zone,
inspirational guest speakers, workshops, gaming, yoga, art,
food, dancing and more.”

When one discusses art, poetry and watercolor painting
are likely to be some of the first-mentioned mediums. And
though they are different methods of self-expression, the Ann
Arbor Art Center has paired the two in a Painting and Poetry
Weekend Workshop. For a flat rate of $120, on Aug. 11 and 12,
attendees can attend two three-hour sessions to develop their
existing skills. But beginners are welcome, too.
“Spend a weekend working with artist Rhonda Sherwin
and writer Jan Shoemaker learning watercolor techniques and
poetry basics,” write event organizers. “There is no experience
necessary as students are guided through making an abstract
watercolor painting inspired from a poem. All materials will
be provided you simply need to bring your creative energy.”
The Ann Arbor Art Center has been around for more than
a century providing events similar to these. Its self-described
goal is, “To be a contemporary forum for the visual arts through
education, exploration, collaboration and exhibition, and
to engage minds, expand perspectives and inspire growth
in students of all ages, teachers, artists and the community.”
More information about the Painting and Poetry Weekend
Workshop can be found online by visiting gaybe.am/3l. The event
is located at the Ann Arbor Art Center which can be found at
117 W. Liberty St., Ann Arbor. Go online to annarborartcenter.
org for more information about the center, or call 734-994-8004.

The 24th annual Ann Arbor Pride will be held in Ann Arbor’s
Kerrytown District with weekend activities open to all attendees.
Interested volunteers are encouraged to sign up to help event
organizers at jimtoycenter.org. More information about the event,
along with a full schedule, can be found online at annarborpride.
com.

There are hundreds of
businesses that advertise
in BTL and welcome
everyone.
Invest in equality and
work with businesses that
support Michigan’s LGBTQ
community!
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Shakira to Headline at
Little Caesars Arena
On Saturday, Aug. 4 at 7:30 p.m.,
12-time Grammy Award-winning
artist Shakira will catch up with her
Detroit fans at Little Caesars Arena.
In the middle of her El Dorado World
Tour, the singer will be appearing
in Detroit as part of a formerlypostponed tour date. Tickets start
at $40.50 and are available for the
new date. Refund tickets are also
available for those who purchased a
spot at the original January date.

OUTINGS

Ave,Detroit. 313-965-8430 https://www.
thecarrcenter.org/ https://www.lgbtdetroit.
org/hotterthanjuly/

Hotter Than July 2018! Fine Art
Reception! 6 p.m. Come out and join us
at the Hotter Than July Fine Art Reception.
We will have art from our great local
artists so please come out and support
some of wonderful Detroit art! Can’t
wait The Carr Center, 1505 Woodward

Stand with Trans 2018 Support Groups
– Farmington Hills – Oakland County
7 p.m. All youth are welcome to attend
this FREE group. This group meets the
2nd and 4th Thursday of the month
at Orchard United Methodist Church.
Oakland United Methodist Church, 30450
Farmington Road,Farmington. 248-626-

Thursday, July 26

3620 www.oaklandumc.org http://www.
standwithtrans.org

Friday, July 27

Hotter Than July 2018! Conference 9
a.m. LGBT Detroit and Community Health
Awareness Group hosts The 23rd Annual
Hotter Than July Conference. This annual
gathering for LGBT issues addresses
relevant and important concerns. The day
consists of “The Candidates Forum” in

the Community Health Awareness Group,
1300 W. Fort Street,Detroit. https://www.
lgbtdetroit.org/hotterthanjuly/

Saturday, July 28

Hotter Than July 2018! Palmer Park
Picnic! 11 a.m. The pinnacle event of
Detroit’s annual celebration is a family
reunion and you’re invited. A Day with The
Mizharis, Ballroom, House Party, Merchant
Row, Testing Zone are highlighted along
with free food and fun! Palmer park, 17888
pontchartrain Blvd.,Detroit.

Sunday, July 29

Detroit Dance City Festival to
Showcase Over 50 Acts
The three-day community-building event that is the Detroit
Dance City Festival is set to take place in the city on Aug.
10 through 12 at the International Institute of Metropolitan
Detroit. There, a variety of dancers from all styles will
“celebrate dance in its various forms and disciplines,” according to DDCF organizers.
“This includes performances, master classes and networking opportunities held at various locations
throughout the city of Detroit,” said DDCF organizers. “Our mission is to educate audiences about
the impact of dance, provide opportunities for artists to share their work and create an artistic
network between Michigan, the United States and the world!”
More information about upcoming events can be found online at detroitdancecityfestival.com.

32

BTL | July 26 - Aug. 8, 2018

Hotter Than July 2018! Worship Service
11 a.m. The LGBTQ worship service
hosted by Detroit’s faith community.
Chairs: Rev. Jeffery Seals of One Church
Detroit and Detroit Police Department
LGBT Liaison Corporal Dani Woods Tindal
Recreation Center, 10301 West Seven Mile
Road,Detroit. https://www.lgbtdetroit.org/
hotterthanjuly/
Hotter Than July 2018! Sunday Brunch!
12 p.m. Great friends, great food, great
location and great music! So come out
and end Hotter Than July with a great
brunch with lots of love and laughs.
Charlevoix Street, 14505 Charlevoix
Street,Detroit. https://www.lgbtdetroit.org/
hotterthanjuly/

Friday, August 3

Ann Arbor Pride 2018 (formerly known
as OUTFest)! 9 p.m. This 3 day festival,

first in 1995, Ann Arbor Pride(OUTFest)
celebrates lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, queer identities, community
and allyship. All proceeds go to support
the efforts of Jim Toy Community Center.
Check our website One event on August
4 at 10:00amOne event on August 5 at
11:00am Ann Arbor Kerrytown District,
,Ann Arbor. info@kerrytown.org https://
www.annarborpride.com/

Stand with Trans 2018 Support Groups
– Lake Orion / Oakland County 7 p.m.
FREE and OPEN to the community. For
parents of transgender kids, this group
meets the 1st Tuesday of each month @ St.
Mary’s In-the-Hills Episcopal Church. St.
Mary’s In The Hills Episcopal Church, 2512
Joslyn Court,Lake Orion. 248-391-0663
www.stmarysinthehills.org http://www.
standwithtrans.org

Sunday, August 5

Wednesday, August 8

Stand with Trans Wyandotte Support
Group for Trans Youth and Parents of
Trans Individuals 4 p.m. There is no fee
to attend the groups. This group meets
the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month
@ St. Stephens Episcopal Church. For
Parent Support Group information, contact
facilitator Kim Tooley, 734-747-4363. St.
Stephens Episcopal Church, 2803 1st
Street,Wyandotte. 734-747-4363 http://
www.standwithtrans.org
Stand with Trans 2018 Support Groups
– Adrian-Lenawee County 6:30 p.m.
FREE and OPEN to the community. For
parents of transgender kids, this group
meets the 1st Sunday of each month
@ Hilltop Counseling For Trans Youth
Support Group information, contact
facilitator Socorro Sevilla, MSW: socorro@
hilltopcounseling.org Hilltop Counseling,
115 W. Maumee Street,Adrian. 313-9095408 www.standwithtrans.org http://www.
hilltopcounseling.org

Tuesday, August 7

Stand with Trans Youth Support Group
– Flint – Genessee 6:30 p.m. Free to
all, Trans Youth Support Group meets
the 2nd Wednesday of each month @
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of
Flint. Facilitator Sara Griffin, MA,LPC
is a psychotherapist and a parent of
a transgender son, eiregriff@aol.com
Unitarian Universalist Congregation
of Flint, 2474 S. Ballenger Hwy,Flint.
810-232-4023 uuflint.org http://www.
standwithtrans.org

Thursday, August 9

Detroit Regional LGBT Chamber
of Commerce Merge & Mixer 6:30
p.m. Michigan Employee Resource
Groups for Equality (MERGE) Monthly
Networking Event. All are welcomed to
network. Host by: Detroit Regional LGBT
Chamber of Commerce. Check website
for monthly location, RSVP is Required.

See Happenings, on p. 34
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Patience Rewarded
Artist Robert Stadnycki
to Appear at Orchard
Lake Fine Arts Show
BY EVE KUCHARSKI

I

f a piece of clothing isn’t comfortable,
it’s safe to say that it wasn’t made by
Robert Stadnycki. That’s because
the linen artist prides himself on his
meticulous attention to the wearer’s
comfort, and his fans recognize the
importance of that quality.
“I just came from Ikea and a woman
stopped me wearing one of my pairs of
pants. She said, ‘That’s what I want. Easy,
flowing, simple, comfortable,’” Stadnycki
said. “My motto is that I don’t design
anything for myself unless I can sleep in
it and feel comfortable in it. I don’t want
any restraints.”
That’s part of the reason that his
clothing line has just expanded from
exclusively jackets to pants and tops.
And, not only are his fashions wearable,
they’re fashionable. Stadnycki blends his
former primarily canvas-based designs
with his clothing to make prints that are
all his own. And though Stadnycki is
originally based out of Pennsylvania, he
will be displaying his fashions and other
artwork in Michigan soon at the 16th
Annual Orchard Lake Fine Arts Show
on July 28 and 29 in West Bloomfield.
Stadnycki said that he first got the idea
to put his designs onto clothing several
years ago through one of his customers
at a similar arts show. At the time, he was
taking care of his sick mother and the
show was nearing its end. Just as he was
about to close up shop some customers,
a mother and a daughter, walked in. He
reluctantly decided to let them browse
through his artwork for a few minutes
before rushing home.
“Her daughter wanted to buy a little
purse, they were about $20. They were
exactly the same except one had a
pink dot and one had a purple dot. My
mother always taught me, ‘Be patient
with everyone.’ I was thinking, ‘OK, I’ve
got to get home, I’ve got to get home,’
but the little girl just couldn’t decide,”
Stadnycki said. “So, (the) mom and I
started talking and she said, ‘Your designs
are so beautiful and so geometric, I could
see you printing them onto fabric and
making pillows or clothing.’ I was like,

www.PrideSource.com

Stadnycki said that he first got the idea to put
his designs onto clothing several years ago
through one of his customers.

Artist Robert Stadnycki

‘Oh, OK, thanks for the complement, but
I don’t know how to do that.’ She said,
‘That’s what I do.’”
His patience paid off. Stadnycki met
with her the next morning and three
hours later left with 50 yards of fabric
bearing his designs — a huge shift from
painting them which normally took
weeks.
“I didn’t really know what to do with
it and I just loved the concept. I used to
be a weaver and I had sewing machines,
so I thought I’d make pillows. Well, I
had a friend who was a pattern maker

and she called, and she said, ‘I’m kind of
desperate, do you have any work for me
right now?’ I said, ‘Why don’t you come
over and we’ll talk?’ I’m always looking
for people to prep my canvasses and that
sort of thing,” Stadnycki said. “It took us
a while, (but) we figured out a beautiful
coat design ... I truly just took a small
sampling of this new creation (to a show)
and I had so many orders. I had a little
instant success.”
More information about Robert Stadnycki,
his designs and upcoming appearances can
be found online at antsonyourpants.com

SAVE THE DATE
Orchard Lake FIne
Arts Show
July 28 - 29 in West Bloomfield
See ad on pg. 25

July 26 - Aug. 8, 2018 | BTL

33

16th Annual Orchard Lake Fine Arts Show
The Orchard Lake Fine Arts Show was once voted as one of the Top 100 art shows across the U.S.,
and now Hotworks.org and Bloomfield Township are teaming up to bring it back for its 16th year.
Located in Bloomfield, the show will feature a variety of works from 150 artists from around the
country. More information can be found online at hotworks.org.

® Happenings

Continued from p. 32

www.ferndalesoho.com,
www.detroitlgbtchamber.com
Saturday, August 11
Transgender Pride in the Park 12 p.m.
Celebrating Transgender Pride since 1997!
All Trans-people and Allies welcome!
Picnic, Free Food, Free Fun and Great
Friends! We will provde the hot dogs,
hamburgers and stuff. Please bring a
side dish if you wish. Donald Red Geary
Park, 1198 Earl Blvd,Ferndale. http://
transgendermichigan.org/events/tgpride/
index.html

Monday, August 13

Stand with Trans 2018 Support Groups
– Macomb County 6:30 p.m. Macomb
Teen/Youth Support Group: All youth are
welcome to attend this FREE group. Come
and meet other trans* youth and teens
and support each other through your
journeys. Dakota High School, 21051 21
Mile Road,Macomb. 586-723-2700 http://
www.chippewavalleyschools.org/schools/
high-schools/dhs/

Wednesday, August 15

Stand with Trans Support Groups –
Livonia – Wayne County 6:30 p.m. Free
to all, group meets the 3rd Wednesday
of each month @ Emmanuel Lutheran
Church. Parent Support Group Faciitators
Karen Sessler, kssessle@yahoo.com
or 734-673-3590 and Scott Sessler,
pastorscott@emmanuel-livonia.org or
734-673-2485
Trans Youth Support Group (12+) 2020
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, 34567 7 Mile
Road,Livonia. http://www.standwithtrans.
org

Saturday, August 19

PFLAG Greater Lansing 3 p.m. PFLAG
Greater Lansing has a new meeting
address. Founded in 1973 after the simple
act of a mother publicly supporting her
gay son, PFLAG is the nation’s largest
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family and ally organization. National
information: https://www.pflag.org/ Salus
Center, 624 E. Michigan Ave.,Lansing.
517-580-4593 Greaterlansingpflag@
google.com Greaterlansingpflag@google.
com saluscenter.org

MUSIC &
MORE

Royal Oak Summer Concerts 2018 July
26, 6 p.m. Royal Oak Summer Concerts
2018, presented by the Royal Oak
Commission for the Arts, will take place at
Center Street Pop-Up Park on Thursdays
this summer beginning July 5. Royal Oak
Pop Up Park, 4th and Center Street,Royal
Oak. https://www.romi.gov/218/SummerConcert-Series https://www.romi.gov/218/
Summer-Concert-Series
IF You Can Walk You Can Tap Motor
City Tap Festival August 8, 12:30 p.m.
The Motor City Tap Festival is four days
of master classes with Leading Tap
Artists in the Industry in which students
participant in a showcase, tap jam, young
choreographers competition and work
with esteemed master. Detroit Music
Hall, 350 Madison St.,Detroit. 313-8878501 info@motorcitytapfest.com info@
motorcitytapfest.com www.musichall.org
http://motorcitytapfest.com/motor-citysoles.html#reg
GEORGE BEDARD’S “FROM SWING TO
SURF” August 25, 8 p.m. Bedard will be
joined by two longtime friends and former
bandmates, Pianist Mark “Mr. B” Braun
and guitarist Steve Nardella. The Ark, 316
S.Main St.,Ann Arbor. 734-763-TKTS www.
theark.org http://www.theark.org
Metro Detroit Autoimmune Walk August
26, 1 p.m. We walk to raise awareness,
to honor and support loved ones dealing
with autoimmune diseases and to help
fund services and research. The day
includes speakers, exhibitors, giveaways,
music, and a Warriors Walk around the
Milliken State Park & Harbor, 1900 Atwater
Street,Detroit. walk@aarda.org walk@
aarda.org http://detroitriverfront.org/
riverfront/east-riverfront/milliken-statepark-lighthouse http://autoimmunewalk.
org/locationpage.asp?BranchID=124

ART ‘N’ AROUND

Shakespeare Royal Oak Present “Much
Ado About Nothing” July 26-August 5,
8 p.m. William Shakespeare’s comedy
“Much Ado About Nothing” was written
in 1598 and 1599. Benedick and Beatrice
are tricked into confessing their love
for each other, and Claudio is tricked
into rejecting Hero at the altar. Star
Jaycee Park, 13 Mile Road,Royal Oak.
Housemanager@waterworkstheatre.com
Housemanager@waterworkstheatre.com
http://shakespeareroyaloak.com/category/
shows/
Shakespeare Royal Oak Presents
“The Comedy of Terrible Errors!” July
28-August 4, 4 p.m. World Premiere of
‘The Comedy of Terrible Errors’ by Don
Zolidis is the daylight presentation for
the festival. Star Jaycee Park, 13 Mile
Road,Royal Oak. Housemanager@
waterworkstheatre.com Housemanager@
waterworkstheatre.com http://
shakespeareroyaloak.com
A Night of Stars with Tennessee
Williams by Maxim Vinogradov August
4, 8 p.m. Asking if he lived the right life,
Tennessee and his assistant guide the
audience through the museum of his
hazy mind, revisiting lovers, siblings,
and stars upon stars. Theatre NOVA,
410 w Huron,Ann Arbor. 7346358450
insidetheslipstream@gmail.com
insidetheslipstream@gmail.com http://
gaybe.am/2o
Wicked is Flying Back to Detroit! August
8, 8 p.m. Back By Popular Demand!!
WICKED, the Broadway sensation,
looks at what happened in the Land of
Oz … but from a different angle. The
untold true story of the Witches of Oz
transfixes audiences. 1526 Broadway
St.,Detroit. 313-237-SING https://www.
broadwayindetroit.com/shows/wicked
Spinning Dot Theatre presents “The
Mountain” August 16, 7 p.m. The
Mountain deals with anti-immigrant
feelings from the lens of two eight-yearolds, a quiet Canadian boy and a spirited
Arab girl, on a Canadian playground.
Theatre NOVA, 410 w Huron,Ann Arbor.
7346358450 jkoppera@spinningdot.org
jkoppera@spinningdot.org http://www.
spinningdot.org
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Deep Inside Hollywood
BY ROMEO SAN VICENTE

you’re one of her brunch
pals. Otherwise it wouldn’t
be out of the question if you
didn’t know Marja-Lewis
Ryan. But this is the era of
Tessa Thompson is tearing
creators like Lena Waithe
up mov ie s cre ens t his
and Bryan Fuller becoming
summer in “Sorry to Bother
fanned over names due to
You” as the woman with
the quality of their output,
the world’s most anarchic
and Ryan has a lot of irons in
earrings. And if you think
the fire right now. Her queer
you’ve seen her before, it’s
drama, “The Four-Faced
because she’s spent 13 years
Liar,” won the Outstanding
working regularly in film Tessa Thompson. Photo: Shutterstock First Narrative Feature award
and TV: on “Westworld,” in
from Los Angeles’ LGBTQ
“Dear White People,” “Thor:
film festival Outfest. She also
Ragnarok,” and, most recently, that Janelle wrote and directed “6 Balloons,” starring Abbi
Monae video that spawned all the rumors of Jacobson and Dave Franco, streaming now on
their now-confirmed-now-denied romantic Netflix. She’s been tapped as showrunner for the
relationship (both women recently came out Showtime reboot of “The L Word.” And now
but are still keeping their private details private, she’s signed a deal for an Amazon TV series
so we’re happy to give them their space). Now called “College,” about six university roommates
all those years of dues-paying has yet another who, according to the official log line, “hook
franchise opportunity, this time outside the up, mess up, and grow up.” Co-produced by
Marvel Cinematic Universe; Thompson will Transparent’s Jill Soloway and Channing Tatum
play a lead role in next year’s “Men In Black” (with whom Ryan is also working on a remake
spin-off film (as yet untitled). Director F. Gary of “Splash”), it should keep Ryan busy for those
Gray (“Straight Outta Compton”) has taken remaining hours of the day when she might
on helming duties, and Thompson’s co-stars otherwise sleep or eat. Go catch up on this
include Chris Hemsworth, Rafe Spall, Liam talented woman’s body of work because right
Neeson and Kumail Nanjiani. No story details now it looks like it’s not going to slow down
yet – they’re rightly keeping everything under for dawdlers.
wraps – but you’ll know everything you need
to know come summer of 2019.

Tessa Thompson
spins off

Sean Hayes’ drag race
It’s a comedy tradition, the man in a dress.
Milton Berle, Tyler Perry, Tom Hanks, Martin
Lawrence, Jack Lemmon, Tony Curtis and
Eddie Murphy have all done it to great success.
Adam Sandler has, too, but we’re trying to
forget about that. Now it’s Sean Hayes’ turn
in an indie comedy called “Lazy Susan.” Cowritten by Hayes, Darlene Hunt (“The Big C”),
and Carrie Aizley (“Transparent”), it’s about a
woman named Susan – that’s Hayes – with a lot
of problems, including a lack of motivation to
solve those problems. It co-stars Aizley, Margo
Martindale, Jim Rash, Matthew Broderick and
Allison Janney. These are, to a person, comedy
names we trust, but still we have no idea if the
final product will work in the tradition of “Some
Like It Hot” or crash and burn like “Jack and
Jill” (that’s the Sandler one, and it hurts to even
type out the title). For now we trust and hope
and wait and watch some reruns of “Trixie &
Katya” to keep our enthusiasm stoked.

Learn this name:
Marja-Lewis Ryan
Maybe you’ve got your ear very close to the
ground of LGBTQ creative endeavors. Maybe
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It’s time to ‘Mess
with Roy Cohn’

Was there ever a more damaged and
destructive gay villain in modern political
history than the late Roy Cohn? In the
1950s he got his feet wet as an assistant
to anti-Communist life-wrecker Senator
Joseph McCarthy and his House UnAmerican Activities Committee. Then in
the ’80s he was Donald Trump’s lawyer, a
fairly consistently evil power broker, and
a vicious public homophobe even though
he was himself a closeted gay man with
AIDS. Now Matt Tyrnauer, the documentary
filmmaker responsible for “Valentino: The
Last Emperor,” this summer’s theatrically
released doc “Scotty and the Secret History
of Hollywood,” as well as A&E’s forthcoming
“Studio 54,” is hard at work on “Don’t Mess
With Roy Cohn.” The film will cover what
amounts to the lasting effects of Cohn, how
his political tactics and deeply polarizing
actions set the stage for the ascendance of
maniacal conservatives like the current U.S.
President, whom he mentored decades ago.
So it won’t be exactly an uplifting story, but
one we need to remember and guard against
allowing to happen again.
Romeo San Vicente hasn’t given up hope.
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41 Queer meat source
44 Car feature in “Grease”
48 Aged, to Byron
49 Burke of baseball
50 F.D.R. or J.F.K., e.g.
51 Dame Edna
57 66, e.g.
58 End of the quote
61 Like some print
62 Cel mate of Nala
63 Let out
65 Strap on a stallion
66 Work with Trojans
67 Words before many words
68 Straight ___ arrow
69 Sends a selfie, for example
70 From C to D, to Debussy

Down

Medication Frustration QPuzzle
Across

1 “Nuts!”
5 Zorro was a gay one
10 Diced meat
14 Roasting place
15 Nick Adams as Johnny Yuma, e.g.
16 The “A” in A.D.
17 “Brothers & Sisters” matriarch
18 Train that comes quickly
19 Try __ for size
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20 Start of a quote from “Dallas
Buyers Club”
23 Reproach
24 Took away in cuffs
26 Pet physician
27 Like Trump’s ego
33 Disney’s “Monsters, ___ “
34 Frankfurt’s river
36 More of the quote
37 Shakespearean villain
38 More of the quote

1 Woodroof, played by Matthew
McConaughey and source of the quote
2 Skirted, but not like a cross-dresser
3 Attacker of woody objects
4 Screw-up
5 Blow your own horn
6 Satyr, slangily
7 Aid’s partner
8 Where to eat a hero
9 Joie de vivre

21 Org. of big bucks
22 Test for college srs.
23 Ab ___ (from the beginning)
25 Gomer’s Sgt. Carter, for one
28 Male actor named Julia
29 On top of that
30 Annoying person, to Harry Potter
31 “___ first you don’t suck seed...”
32 “Star Wars” princess played by Carrie
35 Very plentiful
37 “___ never fly!”
39 Susan in “Rocky Horror”
40 “Finding Nemo” pelican
41 Muscle Mary’s pride
42 Some Whitman works
43 Sculptor Lewis
45 Hot-blooded
46 Like Mapplethorpe photos
47 U-turn from SSW
52 Brief stay
53 Nellie-lover in “South Pacific”
54 Record a Johnny Mathis song again
55 Opportunity for Billy Bean
56 Eggs on
59 Dramatist Williams, for short?
60 2001 Dench/Winslet film
61 Title for a brother
64 Bottom’s date

10 Israeli seaport
11 Willa Cather character
12 Making noise in bed
13 Title for Baldwin (abbr.)

Find solution to this puzzle at
www.pridesource.com

VOTE
Primary Tues. Aug. 7

General Election
Tues. Nov. 6
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The Woodward Bar
& Grill Hosts its 10th
Annual Miss Woodward
Pageant
On Monday, July 23, guests at the Woodward Bar
& Grill were treated to the 10 year anniversary of the
annual Miss Woodward Pageant. Hopefuls for the
renowned Miss Woodward Title gathered from across
the city to strut their stuff in a talent portion that lasted
5 to 7 minutes per contestant. The theme of this year’s
festivities was Fairy Tales. Here are some photos from
some standout performances of the night. Photo credit:
Andrew Potter.
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