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From left, Rep. Mark Takano (D-Calif.), Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-N.Y.), Sen. Cory Booker (D-N.J.), Sen. Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.), House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.), Rep. David Cicilline (D-R.I.), Sen. Tammy Baldwin (D-Wis.)
and Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) attend a press conference for the Equality Act at the U.S. Capitol on Feb. 25. (Washington Blade photo by Michael Key.)

House Passes Equality Act
BY MICHAEL LAVERS

T

he U.S. House of Representatives on
Thursday approved a bill that would add
sexual orientation and gender identity
to the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
“This long overdue legislation will provide
millions of LGBTQ Americans explicit
protections from being denied medical care,
fired from their jobs, or thrown out of their
homes simply because of who they are,” said
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U.S. Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-N.Y.) as he spoke
in favor of the Equality Act that passed by a
224-203 vote margin. U.S. Reps. John Katko and
Brian Fitzpatrick of New York and Pennsylvania
are among the handful of Republicans who also
backed the bill.
“We rise to tell our LGBTQIA community
that not only do you matter, but you are loved
and you are cared for,” said U.S. Rep. Cori Bush
(D-Mo.). “And we got your back.”
Georgia Congresswoman Marjorie Taylor

Greene is among those who have expressed
their strong opposition to the Equality Act.
The Washington Blade earlier this week
reported U.S. Rep. Chris Stewart (R-Utah)
will reintroduce the Fairness for All Act that
mainstream religious denominations support.
President Biden publicly supports the
Equality Act.
“This is a defining moment in our nation’s
political history and soon U.S. senators will
decide their legacy on equality for LGBTQ

people,” said LGBTQ Victory Institute President
Annise Parker in a statement. “History is not
kind to those who oppose or filibuster civil
rights legislation and excuses won’t pass muster
with future generations.”
This article originally appeared in the Washington
Blade and is made available in partnership with
the National LGBT Media Association.
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Anti-Trans Michigan Camp Boomerang
Removed From Gay Camp Association,
Campit Features Trans Week
BY JASON A. MICHAEL
Last month the owner of the private gay
Michigan campsite Camp Boomerang,
Bryan Quinn, said on social media that the
camp required men to have a penis in order
to purchase a membership. Boomerang has
since been removed from the Gay Camp
Association website and marketing group
after tremendous backlash to this anti-trans
policy. The Association allegedly received a
significant number of emails and that prompted
the decision. Though Boomerang’s Facebook
group page appears to have been taken down
in the days since it prompted controversy, the
messages previously posted there continue to
reverberate throughout the community.
“Let’s be real here,” Quinn said in one
comment. “If we let women that act like men
in, and they go naked at the pool, that’s when
it’s obvious that there’s no penis. Sorry to put
it bluntly. But if you don’t like the rules, quietly
leave.”
Michael Champagne and his boyfriend,
who had just bought a seasonal membership
to Boomerang and a new RV to park there, are
doing just that.
“We are not going to be seasonals at
Boomerang,” Champagne said. “My boyfriend
is contacting them today to tell them and to ask
for our deposit back. It is non-refundable, but it
doesn’t hurt to ask. We are in communication
with CreekRidge Campground to see options

www.PrideSource.com

moving forward.”
Vincent Nieves was supposed to be Camp
Boomerang’s events director and resident
DJ when it opened. After learning of the
campground’s policies, Nieves resigned.
“I took some time to make the decision based
on my moral standpoint and views along with
self-care reasons,” Nieves said. “I feel that this
decision is a right decision based on my beliefs.
I was super excited when this opportunity arose.
I’ve been working day and night to create the
family experience through this upcoming year’s
events.”
Nieves has previously camped at CreekRidge,
which welcomes trans men with the gender
marker M on their state-issued ID, and now
plans to return there this summer. Campit
Resort Saugatuck, meanwhile, has no gender
requirements and is open to all. In response to
the Boomerang controversy, Mr. Campit Bear
2020 and trans man Nikk Cochran Selik is
organizing a Trans Week at Campit from June
21 through 24.
“We had been discussing this since last year,
doing a trans week,” Selik said. “I brought it
up to [Campit owner] Michael [O’Connor]
last August. We were waiting to see what the
pandemic situation was going to look like but
in light of this, it sort of lit the fire so to speak.”
Trans Week, despite its name, will be open to
everyone regardless of gender identity.
See Camp Boomerang, continued on p. 9
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IMPORTANT FACTS FOR BIKTARVY®

This is only a brief summary of important information about BIKTARVY and does not replace
talking to your healthcare provider about your condition and your treatment.

MOST IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT BIKTARVY

POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS OF BIKTARVY

BIKTARVY may cause serious side effects, including:

BIKTARVY may cause serious side effects, including:
� Those in the “Most Important Information About
BIKTARVY” section.
� Changes in your immune system. Your immune system
may get stronger and begin to fight infections. Tell your
healthcare provider if you have any new symptoms after
you start taking BIKTARVY.
� Kidney problems, including kidney failure. Your healthcare
provider should do blood and urine tests to check your
kidneys. If you develop new or worse kidney problems, they
may tell you to stop taking BIKTARVY.
� Too much lactic acid in your blood (lactic acidosis), which is
a serious but rare medical emergency that can lead to death.
Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get these
symptoms: weakness or being more tired than usual, unusual
muscle pain, being short of breath or fast breathing, stomach
pain with nausea and vomiting, cold or blue hands and feet,
feel dizzy or lightheaded, or a fast or abnormal heartbeat.
� Severe liver problems, which in rare cases can lead to death.
Tell your healthcare provider right away if you get these
symptoms: skin or the white part of your eyes turns yellow,
dark “tea-colored” urine, light-colored stools, loss of appetite
for several days or longer, nausea, or stomach-area pain.
� The most common side effects of BIKTARVY in clinical studies
were diarrhea (6%), nausea (6%), and headache (5%).
These are not all the possible side effects of BIKTARVY.
Tell your healthcare provider right away if you have any
new symptoms while taking BIKTARVY.
You are encouraged to report negative side effects of
prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit www.FDA.gov/medwatch
or call 1-800-FDA-1088.
Your healthcare provider will need to do tests to monitor your
health before and during treatment with BIKTARVY.

� Worsening of hepatitis B (HBV) infection. If you have
both HIV-1 and HBV, your HBV may suddenly get worse if
you stop taking BIKTARVY. Do not stop taking BIKTARVY
without first talking to your healthcare provider, as they
will need to check your health regularly for several months.

ABOUT BIKTARVY
BIKTARVY is a complete, 1-pill, once-a-day prescription
medicine used to treat HIV-1 in adults and children who
weigh at least 55 pounds. It can either be used in people who
have never taken HIV-1 medicines before, or people who are
replacing their current HIV-1 medicines and whose healthcare
provider determines they meet certain requirements.
BIKTARVY does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS. HIV-1 is the virus
that causes AIDS.
Do NOT take BIKTARVY if you also take a medicine that contains:
� dofetilide
� rifampin
� any other medicines to treat HIV-1

BEFORE TAKING BIKTARVY
Tell your healthcare provider if you:
� Have or have had any kidney or liver problems, including
hepatitis infection.
� Have any other health problems.
� Are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known if
BIKTARVY can harm your unborn baby. Tell your healthcare
provider if you become pregnant while taking BIKTARVY.
� Are breastfeeding (nursing) or plan to breastfeed. Do not
breastfeed. HIV-1 can be passed to the baby in breast milk.
Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines
you take:
� Keep a list that includes all prescription and over-the-counter
medicines, antacids, laxatives, vitamins, and herbal
supplements, and show it to your healthcare provider
and pharmacist.
� BIKTARVY and other medicines may affect each other.
Ask your healthcare provider and pharmacist about
medicines that interact with BIKTARVY, and ask if it is
safe to take BIKTARVY with all your other medicines.

Get HIV support by downloading a free app at

MyDailyCharge.com
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HOW TO TAKE BIKTARVY
Take BIKTARVY 1 time each day with or without food.

GET MORE INFORMATION
� This is only a brief summary of important information about
BIKTARVY. Talk to your healthcare provider or pharmacist
to learn more.
� Go to BIKTARVY.com or call 1-800-GILEAD-5
� If you need help paying for your medicine, visit BIKTARVY.com
for program information.

BIKTARVY, the BIKTARVY Logo, DAILY CHARGE, the DAILY CHARGE Logo, KEEP CREATING, LOVE WHAT’S INSIDE, GILEAD,
and the GILEAD Logo are trademarks of Gilead Sciences, Inc., or its related companies. Version date: February 2020
© 2020 Gilead Sciences, Inc. All rights reserved. BVYC0218 04/20
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Because HIV doesn’t change who you are.

BIKTARVY® is a complete, 1-pill, once-a-day prescription medicine used
to treat HIV-1 in certain adults. BIKTARVY does not cure HIV-1 or AIDS.
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See Chad’s story at BIKTARVY.com.
Featured patient compensated by Gilead.
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Please see Important Facts about BIKTARVY, including important
warnings, on the previous page and visit BIKTARVY.com.
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Lee Chatfield. Photo by U.P. Politico. Wikimedia Commons license link: https://w.wiki/33W4

‘For the Sake of My
Conscience’ Lee
Chatfield Resigns From
Southwest Michigan First
BY ELLEN SHANNA KNOPPOW
In what one hopes is the final chapter on
a controversy that’s racked the LGBTQ+
community in Michigan and their allies, as
well as Kalamazoo as a whole, former House
Speaker Lee Chatfield has abruptly resigned
from his post as CEO of Southwest Michigan
First after serving less than two weeks. The
announcement came via Chatfield’s Twitter
account and in an email announcement by the
organization. Chatfield acknowledged that his
arrival in Kalamazoo has caused controversy
“and for that I am truly sorry.”
Last week Chatfield tweeted, “For the
betterment of the Kalamazoo community, the
businesses that the board of directors represent,
the staff at SWMF and for the sake of my
conscience, please see the letter of resignation
I offered this morning. I remain grateful for
having had this incredible opportunity.”

8
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for obstructing any forward movement on
amending the Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act
to include LGBTQ+ people.
At the time, Equality Michigan Executive
Director Erin Knott said, “…with his past track
record … I don’t know how he’s going to lead
this particular organization to the challenge of
recruiting businesses to come into our area.”
Knott, who also serves on the Kalamazoo
Commission, made a motion at a meeting Feb.
15 to break ties with the Southwest Michigan
First. Previously, the city of Kalamazoo paid
dues of $10,000 per year to be a member of
their Council of 100. After some discussion,
there was consensus that Chatfield did not
represent the values of the community and the
motion passed unanimously.
From the outset, many questioned Chatfield’s
appointment: reportedly, a national search was
conducted but Chatfield has no experience in
economic development. Aside from his six years
in the House, he has served as an athletic director
at a Christian School. Knott decried the lack of
transparency in the hiring process; certainly,
Chatfield’s was one that was not conducted
implementing a diversity, equity and inclusion lens.
The fallout continued as the president of
Kalamazoo Valley Community College resigned
from the board of Southwest Michigan First
over Chatfield’s hiring. Former KVCC President
L. Marshall Washington said in a letter, “For the
past two years, I have served as a member of
the Board of Directors of Southwest Michigan
First. Based on the organization’s governance
structure, I did not participate in the recent
search process or the hiring of the new chief

executive officer. The controversy caused by
this decision is unfortunate and in my opinion,
could have been avoided.”
Since then, Southwest Michigan First issued
a Statement of Values in response to the city of
Kalamazoo’s actions. It reads in part, “Starting
today, we have updated our official handbook
at Southwest Michigan First to more clearly
articulate that we prohibit discrimination
based on gender identity or sexual orientation
in our hiring process. Though it has always
been a practice to treat one another with an
equal amount of dignity and respect free of
discrimination throughout our company’s
existence, we are taking this important step
today to make sure it is official. We have listened.
We have heard. And now we are taking action.”
Many were puzzled by what came next:
Chatfield announced his support for amending
ELCRA to include the LGBTQ+ community;
still others, including representatives from the
Fair and Equal Citizen’s Initiative offered praise.
Co-Chair Mira Jourdan said in a press release,
“Kalamazoo and southwestern Michigan has
long stood up for equal rights and the move
to support the citizens’ initiative by Southwest
Michigan First and CEO Lee Chatfield should
be applauded. We look forward to his active
engagement on the issue as we continue to
work with the Legislature to pass this initiative.”
At the time, Knott sounded cautious: “I will
continue to monitor this situation closely,”
Knott said, in a statement.

In regard to amending ELCRA, Chatfield said,
“I came into the Legislature with publicly-known
beliefs. Since then, I have had many thoughtful
and enlightening conversations and have built
close friendships that, quite frankly, I did not
have before I was elected in 2014. I sought out
these opportunities to learn from LGBTQ+
advocates and allies to become more informed.”
Chatfield goes on to express regret that “I
was unable to find a compromise that all parties
could agree on.”
In other words, he was unwilling to budge
on an exemption for religious or moral beliefs.
Finally, he says he would always want to uphold
the values of the organization, but that seems in
conflict with his personal beliefs: “As a Christian,
I believe in the Bible. I don’t say that as a shield,
and I certainly don’t say that to use as a weapon.”
Chatfield’s appointment began Feb. 11. It
immediately caused controversy, as he was
notorious during his tenure in the House

www.PrideSource.com

 Camp

Boomerang

Continued from p. 5

Screenshot via Facebook

“But the point is it’s really supposed to
about welcoming trans folk to Campit,” said
Selik. “I’m sure maybe a lot of trans folks have
never been to Campit before, so it may be a
lot of people’s first time. It’s about blending
the community together and showing people
inside and outside the trans community that
CampIt is welcoming and it’s a place for the
entire LGBTQ community. We want to put
that out there for everyone to see.”
Selik said he believes the controversy with
Boomerang has actually been good for the
community.

www.PrideSource.com

“As horrible as all of the initial policies were
at Camp Boomerang, I think the outcry from
everybody, even the gay cisgender community,
in support of trans men and trans folks, has
been overwhelmingly positive and really sort
of a silver lining to everything,” Selik said. “I
was telling my husband, five years ago people
would have said these things and it would have
been no big deal. I think it shows how far our
community has progressed as a whole.”
Bryan Quinn from Camp Boomerang did not
respond to requests to comment for this story.
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Parting
Glances
BY CHARLES ALEXANDER

Shots and Shutdown

I

received my first COVID-19 vaccination shot last week.
My second right-arm shot is scheduled for March 11.
Among 300 seniors innoculated in a well-cordinated
system at Dearborn’s Henry Ford Village, I was number 13.
That’s the benefit, if indeed it’s that, to being blessed with a
last name beginning with A.
For those given to worrying about numerological
superstitions, among the French and Spanish and the ancient
Egyptians, the number 13 is considered a good luck number.
In passing, let me say that the pharmacist sitting at table 13,
who neatly gave me my shot, was pleasant to look at and
briefly to chat with.
That same day I received a concerned call from an old
fried Marc Channing, who I’ve known since he was in his
early 20s. Marc, now 50-something, or, other, is living and
struggling financially in Manhattan.
Marc said he hadn’t heard from me in a while and wanted
to know how I was doing. It turns out that he needed to vent
his concerns about how the traditionally LGBTQ+ Mecca has
changed and, in his opinion, not for the better. Tha was due
to gay bars and restaurants closing, with Broadway theater
performance closures and with high rent expectations to
be met.
He spoke with a certain glee about the — one can only hope
— trials and well-deserved tribulations of former President
Donald Trump.
In weeks earlier telephone chats with Marc, who is a highly
respected mens fashion commentator and trend-setter, he
mentioned that he had met Donald on two occasions. He
said that in his opinion, the White House was “very gay”
with all the hairdressers, dress designers and make-up artists
attending to Melania’s every wish and whim.
Marc, by the way, is earning his keep by grocery shopping
with iPhone in hand at $50 a trip. And designing fashion
lamps for aesthetic furniture enhancement and sale. Good
luck, Marc Channing!
Back to my COVID-19 shot. One might think of it as an
exclamation point to an ordeal that has changed our LGBT+
lives dramatically. Emphatically. Exhaustingly. It’s certainly
been challenging to our rainbow community. Need we be
reminded that it will be a year this March 2021 that we have
had to deal with the pandemic, the Donald Trump GOP
machinations, the alarming assault and storming of our
capital, our failures to face up to crimes perpetrated seemingly
again and again on the Black community?
The watchword for this past year has been social distancing.
Practice it! Wear a mask. Stay six feet apart. Connect by
virtual Zooming!
Out of sight. Out of mind. But hope for the good, better,
best!
We do need to remind ourselves that protective social
See next page
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Viewpoint

Lack of Education About the Trans
Experience Causes Discrimination

W

BY SANTIAGO MORENO

ith the recent uprising of discrimination from
some members of the gay community involving the
ban on transgender men at a Michigan, all-male
campground, I’ve been compelled to be a voice of change and
education. My name is Santiago Moreno, and I transitioned
8 1/2 years ago and have been living as male, not a “woman
that acts like a man” as the transphobes put it.
I’ve always prided myself in approaching every situation
with an open mind and an open heart, regardless of the
ignorance that may be present, and I’ve always done my best to
relate and then educate, leaving people with food for thought.
I hope that because of my words, from this day forward, you
will approach trans people with a better understanding.
When the owner of Camp Boomerang, Bryan Quinn,
posted this to their Facebook page:

It reminded me of all
the times I’ve heard similar
comments from transphobic
people like, “Real men have a
penis,” and, “Real women have
a vagina, uterus and bleed.”
To challenge that concept,
I’ve always asked, “So, if a
woman gets a hysterectomy
are they no longer a woman?
If you are infertile, does
that rid your gender? Are
people born without their
lower half genderless? Are
accident survivors who lose
their genitals stripped of their
gender? What about those
born with Turner syndrome
(only an X chromosome), are
they just invalid to a gender?”
Lets not forget about those
See Viewpoint, next page
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 Viewpoint

Creep Of The Week

Continued from p. 10

who are intersex. You can’t argue with this
known science, as well as the science of how
transgender people biologically develop.
My point here is that many people base
gender on a binary spectrum of being all or
nothing. This or that. I call this simple-minded,
uneducated and lacking in ability to grow and
learn. If you want to argue religion, just know
that the science behind all of this, the biology,
is valid.
I lived as a woman for 24 years of my life
before I was able to transition and live as my
true self. During those years I learned a lot
about living as a woman in society. That’s
knowledge that most men will never know.
I was also circled into the lesbian community
and culture, which, after my transition, I quickly
learned was very different from the gay male
culture and scene.
Going from one community to the other
was a culture shock, amongst the culture shock
of male expectations in general. It made me
realize the pressure and toxicity involved in the
gay community and on the young gay males
discovering it. Learning about the “no fats, no
fems,” “no transmen,” “no Blacks no Latinos”
culture, it all blew my mind that a community
of people fighting for equality were creating
their own hateful division within.
From my own experiences in life, I had never
heard of that in the lesbian community, or even
amongst straight people. I had heard of them
having a type they were more drawn to, but not
a ban on anyone outside of that.
As I continue learn more and more about the
division within the LGB community against
trans people, I’ve been made aware this same
division is happening within the lesbian
community. Specifically brought to my attention
was the Windover women-only campground
here in Michigan that banned trans women.
When this type of hate comes from within the
community that trans, non-binary and intersex
folks have been grouped into, it’s a shame as well

 Parting

Glances

Continued from p. 10

distancing has come at a price well worth
keeping in mind for our rainbow community.
In city after city, our social gathering
places have been shut down. Cellphones have
replaced face-to-face, living, breathing contact.
Our isolation has resulted in unintentional
forgetting of once familiar friends, their
names, their shared interests, their goals and
achievements in our collective struggle. When
was the last time you gave someone a muchneeded hug?
Simply put: A pandemic year later, we need

www.PrideSource.com

“

BY D’ANNE WITKOWSKI

This is not a
losing battle.
We fought hard
for your rights,
now join us
in fighting for
ours.

”

as a reminder that we don’t belong to the same
fight. Yet, for decades, the trans community has
fought for you and alongside you for same-sex
rights and change.
When I attempted to educate one of Camp
Boomerang’s campers who supports the ban on
trans men he commented with, “Santiago you
are fighting a losing battle.” This same man told
me he had been a part of gay protests in the ‘70s.
So let me remind all of you, it was a Black
trans woman, Marsha “Pay it no Mind” Johnson,
that played one of the biggest roles in those gay
rights movements. This is not a losing battle.
We fought hard for your rights, now join us in
fighting for ours.
Santiago Moreno (He/Him/They/Them) is an
activist for trans, non-binary and intersex people.
He is Mexican and Filipino and was born and
raised in Michigan. Currently, Moreno is a
nursing student, but he accepts writing inquiries
via email at SantiagoMoreno.contact@gmail.com
or through Instagram @santisalvaje.

to be on our collective guard. Our LGBTQ+
community is on lockdown. Challenge yourself
to see to it that we are not to be taken advantage
of, politically, religiously or socially. And! Do
get your COVID-19 shot. Even if your name
starts with a Z (as in Zoom).
Charles Alexander is prolific both as a BTL
columnist, having contributed 700-plus columns,
as a well-known LGBT community artist having
shared over 1,000 pieces of art via Facebook.
He is a Spirit of Detroit Award recipient and
an Affirmations LGBTQ center Jan Stevenson
awardee. Connect with him at charles@
pridesource.com.

Electing People Who Aren’t Hateful
Ghouls Makes All the Difference

H

ip, hip, hooray! The U.S. House
passed The Equality Act! We’re all
equal now! There’s no more hate,
no more homophobia, no more Marjorie
Taylor Greene!
OK, that’s a bit of an exaggeration. But
the Equality Act amends the 1964 Civil
Rights Act to ban discrimination based on
sexual orientation and gender identity and
expands the scope of those protections. It’s
a major leap forward for LGBTQ+ rights in
the U.S., rights that were chipped away and
stomped on by the Trump Administration.
After the Democrats in the House
introduced the bill, President Biden said in
a statement, “I urge Congress to swiftly pass
this historic legislation. Every person should
be treated with dignity and respect, and this
bill represents a critical step toward ensuring
that America lives up to our foundational
values of equality and freedom for all.”
In other words: elections matter. Electing
people who aren’t hateful ghouls really makes
a difference in the lives of oppressed people.
Speaking of hateful ghouls, only three
Republican House members voted yes on
the Equality Act. Meanwhile, all of the
Democrats voted in favor.
Needless to say, right-wing conservatives
are PISSED. Especially since the Equality Act
trumps — HA! — 1993’s Religious Freedom
Restoration Act, which protects “religious
liberty.” Being able to discriminate against
LGBTQ+ people without any consequences
whatsoever is a bedrock principle of religion,
after all. Under the Equality Act, “Jesus told
me to” isn’t a free pass to discriminate.
Let’s be clear: if treating LGBTQ+ people
like human beings offends your religious
sensibilities, then maybe your religious
sensibilities are trash.
Let’s also be clear that the “religion” in
question here is Christianity, since rightwing Christians who run the Republican
Party don’t care about other religions.
Case in point, the Family Research
Council.
“Every Christian needs to understand
and pray for the defeat of this anti-Christian
legislation,” they urged.
“Father, our Supreme Court erred in its
ruling in Bostock v. Clayton,” FRC prayed,
referring to the 2020 Supreme Court case that
ruled that Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of
1964 protects LGBTQ+ employees against
discrimination. “Some call it the Roe v. Wade of
sexual anarchy prevailing over religious liberty.”
I have literally never heard it called this. But
I also do not spend much time with religious
extremists who have been radicalized.

“Lord, men and women who reject your law
are seeking to impose their sexual lawlessness
upon those who are seeking to obey your laws,”
FRC’s prayer continues. “They seek morally
lawless legal power to punish those who can
never affirm their sinful choices and maintain
their fidelity to your word.”
In other words, Lord, don’t make me be
nice to a gay. Jesus help me if I have to call a
transgender or non-binary person by their
preferred pronouns. Heaven forfend I have
to make a cake for a lesbian wedding.
“Intervene we pray, not only to prevent
this lawless HR 5 bill to pass,” their sad
prayer continues, “but to set a marker that
elected representatives of the American
people will not yet again declare righteous
what you declare unrighteous, nor provide
sexual activists the tools with which to
persecute religious believers.”
Set a marker, huh? Like in dominoes?
And there’s that persecution complex again.
Christians are not discriminated against
in this country. Case in point: Christmas.
Other cases in point: the fact that we have
a major religious party that thinks that
Christianity gives them the right to tell
women what to do with their bodies when
it comes to pregnancy, the existence and
profitability of megachurches, tax-exempt
status for churches, Kanye West.
It’s no wonder why the Republican Party
spends so much of its time trying to crush
voting rights. LGBTQ+ equality is actually
quite popular. The majority of this country
opposes discrimination against LGBTQ+
people. So what Republicans are left with
is prayer, which doesn’t influence elections,
and voter suppression, which is their tool
to remain in power even as they and their
ideas become less popular.
The Equality Act is not law yet, of course.
Whether the Equality Act will pass in the U.S.
Senate remains to be seen. Even Republicans
considered to have a shred of moral decency,
like Mitt Romney, are against it. My advice
to Democrats: get rid of the goddamn
filibuster that requires you to get the support
of Trump-worshipping terrorist-enabling
fascists of the Republican Party and pass
the Equality Act and the John Lewis Voting
Rights Act RIGHT NOW.
Or we can blink our eyes and see Mitch
McConnell become Senate Majority leader
again and cry about how we had a shot to make
major change and we fucking blew it and now
the U.S. House is filled primarily with people
whose campaign slogans were, “I did crime on
the Capitol for Trump!” Our choice!
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Leading With Passion:
An Interview With LGBT
Detroit’s Dionté Brown
BY TIEANNA BURTON
Born and raised on the west side of Detroit,
Dionté Brown has always loved his hometown.
Today, he gives back through his work, and he
serves as the program coordinator for LGBT
Detroit’s Leadership Academy for Mentors
and Protégés.
“It’s a great opportunity for me to connect with
young people and partner them with elders in the
community so that they can create relationships,
whether it be professionally or personally,” he
said. “We have a major focus on dispelling HIV
stigma and educating young people about HIV
and giving them the tools that they need to help
advocate for their health care and wellbeing.”
A year into this role, by all accounts his
longtime love of people and service uniquely
has prepared him for working with Detroit’s
Black queer population, but it didn’t alway start
out that way. At a young age, Brown distanced
himself from the vibrancy that is Black queer
culture. At the time, his lack of self-awareness
and misinformation about what it meant to
be LGBTQ+ prevented him from engaging
with peers. However, what was once a reason
to distance himself became his motivation to
advocate for it.
Today, it’s Brown’s compassion and
understanding that gives him the right amount
of agency to connect mentors with protégés
within his role. Chief among these methods
has been through The Hotter Than July
Retrospective, a year-long journalism project
that promotes diversity and equity in the field
while strengthening community engagement by
giving Black and Brown LGBTQ+ journalists the
ability to tell narratives from their point of view.
Brown made time to discuss the Retrospective,
his goals as the Leadership Academy’s program
coordinator and why it’s valuable that Hotter Than
July continues on even in the age of COVID-19.

Tell us more about the Hotter Than July
Retrospectives project and its significance.
A lot of times we witness our voices being
stifled and we’re not able to use them as Black
and Brown people. The journalism project
started and is a way to uplift the voices of the
community, allowing them to showcase their
work and have it published in a statewide
newspaper. That’s something they can use
to put on their resume or in their portfolio.
Plus, it is a paid opportunity for writers and
photographers, which dates to April 2020.
So, there has been a wonderful opportunity
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an opportunity for other
individuals to have the same
opportunity. And that’s what
Curtis wanted to focus on
with this project which
allows different individuals
of this community to
showcase their work.

for the community to share in spreading
messages of empowerment. And I think that
it is so important.
When we’re talking about Hotter than July,
being able to tell the stories of Hotter than
July from different people that have been here
from the beginning, people that have been
here for over the years, it’s beautiful. Because
that’s something that we tend to forget about
our elders who came before us who were able
to endure so that we didn’t have to.

You describe its significance like oral traditions
but in written form.
That’s essentially what it is. It’s the passing
down of the traditions of this illustrious event
[Hotter than July] and being able to continue
to capture those stories so that they don’t go
away. And that’s the one thing we don’t want
to do is forget. We don’t want to forget where
we’ve come from. And I’m a very big advocate
for respecting the elders in this community
because of that. Because of them, I’m able to
walk outside as a Black gay man with blond
hair, because of the things that they had to
go through. And I think that is especially
important. So, it is just a great project, and I
hope we can keep going. I truly do.

Let’s talk more about the
featured stories and what
they entailed.
So, this will be the last
feature. There were 12
features in total, and we
wanted to focus this one
on me, the coordinator of
the program. [So I could]
talk about the program —
where it’s been, where it’s
going and, hopefully, where
we can continue. We have
this writing project we have
piloted in April 2020. We
also have the evolution of
the Leadership Academy.
Dionté Brown. Courtesy photo.
They’re all going through
these transitional phases at
the moment, but it’s beautiful to witness and
I’m excited to be a part of it.
How did this partnership with Between the Line

come about?

The Retrospective is supported by The
Detroit Journalism Fund at the Community
Foundation for Southeast Michigan for
PrideSource Media and LGBT Detroit. There
are a few individuals that are a part of this
program, but ours specifically features Black
and Brown members of the LGBT community.
[LGBT Detroit Executive Director] Curtis
[Lipscomb] wanted to essentially take part
in the journalism program because he is an
editor by trade. LGBT Detroit started as a
publication called KICK Magazine.
There are so many different facets that
we have to go through as members of
this community, and being able to have
an opportunity to showcase your work is
nothing short of amazing — and be paid for
it. My role was to connect our organization
with members of the community. Before
my involvement, they noticed that the same
bodies were getting their work showcased,
which is not a problem. You know, I think as
a writer, or even as a photographer, having
your work published is the goal. You want
to do that. But I will say it does take away

What is the LGBT Detroit Leadership Academy?
The Leadership Academy has changed over
the years. It started in 2012 and is focused on
getting people that are a part of the movement
to become future leaders in the movement.
And a lot of those people who have graduated
from the program as members of the
community became leaders in the community.
However, my area of focus is developing the
mentorship program. It’s an opportunity to
create programming so that protégés can work
with their mentors when it comes to various
forms of growth such as personal growth and
career development. A huge focus is on HIV
prevention and dispelling stigmas surrounding
gay men and HIV.

Let’s say I wanted to become a mentor. Are there
certain requirements?
There’s not a major requirement, it’s just a
matter of applying. Once you go through the
application process, I go through it with my
See LGBT Detroit, continued on p. 15
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‘Gayest Generation’ Podcast From AADL
Highlights Michigan’s LGBTQ+ Elders
BY EVE KUCHARSKI

to say it’s scripted. We leave room for
spontaneous moments, but we work together
to tell the stories that we want to tell. But
every time I sit down with somebody, I learn
something new. I cannot stress that enough.
Every person contains multitudes. Every
person. And that has changed how I perceive
not only LGBTQ elders but, really, the world
around me at large.

G

enerally, the broad cultural and
communic at iona l div ides t hat
exist between elders and younger
generations are seen as inevitable. And while
that may be true to an extent, there are lived
experiences that link all people regardless of
age — particularly in the LGBTQ+ community.
Jacob Gorski, a gay man himself, made this
realization when he attended local PFLAG
meetings facilitated by his mother last year.
“I found that [these meetings weren’t] so
much for the parents of lesbians and gays as
PFLAG usually is, but it was more a space for
LGBTQ elders from the rural surrounding areas
to meet and to talk with one another. And the
stories that I heard from this group — I just
had the feeling that somebody else should be
hearing this,” Gorski said.
Thus, the idea for “The Gayest Generation”
podcast was born.
An employee of Ann Arbor District Library,
Gorski introduced the concept of sharing
the stories of local LGBTQ+ elders through
a podcast at work, and he was given the goahead to begin a series. Since Gorski began
collecting material for episodes in early 2020,
“The Gayest Generation” has featured five
LGBTQ+ elders from Southeast Michigan.
Though his interviewees have all been local,
the topics of their stories have spanned the
globe and run the gamut. And Gorski is eager
to expand the podcast’s scope even further.
“Broadening it is the best possible thing we
can do,” he said. “The more stories, and diverse
stories, [that we can share] that are most likely
to go unheard the better.”
In the midst of collecting more content,
Gorski caught up with Between The Lines to
fill us in on the process of featuring new guests,
which of his guests have caught him off-guard
with their tales, and the importance of sharing
previously unheard narratives.

What generation truly is the gayest generation?
Every generation is the gayest generation.
There is no generation that isn’t the gayest.
But I thought, “We need a wordplay kind of
title,” and the greatest generation [comes to
mind]. I knew that that was associated with
elders, so I thought, “Let’s call it the ‘Gayest
Generation.’” We ran with it, but in no way
shape or form is it meant to quantify the
gayness of a generation (laughs), rather it’s
a fun play on words. Every generation is the
“gayest” one.
Have you ever done a podcast before?
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Have you ever been surprised by your guests?
In the second episode I sit down with a man
named Randy Hasso, and we had talked
previously, but we were going to talk about his
experience being a Peace Corps agriculture
guy in the ‘70s in Tunisia. Halfway through
the conversation, in a way only Randy can,
he said, “Yeah, then I went to Morocco and I
got mugged. I got stabbed and then I almost
died.” I said, “What?!” And then he very
plainly goes on about the story and how he
went to the hospital. But then they got him
on a bus to Tunisia. That was a shock, to say
the least.

What are your goals for the future of the
podcast?

Jacob Gorski began “The Gayest Generation” after attending a PFLAG meeting and hearing the stories of
LGBTQ+ elders. Courtesy photo.

(Laughs) This will be my first project like this.
My background is in education. I was a high
school teacher for a short time, and I realized
that a lot of the things that I do in that high
school setting still [lends] itself to podcasting
— especially when it comes to storytelling.
It’s funny how there’s a little bit of crossover
there, but this is my first experience being a
podcaster.

What do you think is the value of hearing the
stories of LGBTQ+ elders?
The value lies in so many places. I think
having these on the record so that people, in
100 years, can look back and listen to them
is one of the most wonderful parts about it.
I also think that recording these stories and
sharing these stories has a purpose with
heterosexual elders as well. It is my hope
that the LGBTQ elders’ counterparts listen to
this and understand more about their peers’
experiences. I think that a lot of elders in my
life have said to me, “We didn’t have that back
then.” And this podcast is a testament to say
that, “Yes, you did.” And for that reason, it’s
important as well. But really, it’s important for

younger generations to understand how it is.
And in 2021, people aren’t so very interested
in the facts. How do you change somebody’s
mind in 2021? It’s through stories. Stories
stick with people.

Do you think people discount our local
community’s ability to be exciting and
adventurous with its stories?
Absolutely. Or that, but also I think that
sometimes you’ve just got to sit back and
listen. What I hope that the podcast does is it’s
an example of how listening, the simple act of
listening can be a political act. Or it can be
an act that makes you better and makes you
see the world differently. That’s what I hope
the podcast does, that it encourages people to
listen more.

What’s the process like of finding guests?
The process isn’t such that I say, “Hey, I’m
going to press record and we’re going to talk.”
We get to know each other to a certain extent
before the interview because it would be
unfair to the elder to go into it not knowing
what we’re going to discuss — which isn’t

There’s only been five episodes so far, and three
of those episodes are made up of people that
I’ve met through the PFLAG organization.
The other two episodes were people who
had listened to the podcast and had reached
out to me via email, thegayestgeneration@
aadl.org and said, “Hey, I think you might
want to pursue this.” It has all been personal
connections. But if the goal of this podcast
is to record and share the unheard stories of
LGBTQ elders, then it is important for me to
locate people who would like to participate
outside of my personal social sphere. That’s
what I’m really looking to do in the upcoming
months.
Learn more about AADL’s “The Gayest
Generation” Podcast and how to suggest topics
online at https://aadl.org/gayestgeneration.
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executive director. We decide from there and we see if we have
a protege that’s able to fit with you.
This last year has been a bit of a challenge because of COVID-19.
The organization is heavily involved in the community. We’re at
the local spots where the community resides. We’re at the parks.
We’re at different events throughout the city, but COVID-19 has
compelled us to be more creative in our programming.

Since becoming the Leadership Academy’s Program Coordinator,
what are your goals to ensure that the program continues to be
successful through growth and sustainability?
Since the program has pivoted its focus from community
leaders to the mentorship and protégée relationship. My
biggest goal is developing voices in the community and pairing
them with leaders, so that they can become leaders in the
community, too. Prior, it was, “Let me help you or guide you
in ways so that you can be a leader in the community.” Now
it’s, “Let’s pair you with somebody who can guide you to get
to where you want to be within different aspects of your life.”
Our goal is to partner young people with elders in the community
to help them navigate queer life. A lot of times when I was growing
up and coming to terms with my sexuality, I didn’t have anybody
to talk to about it. That’s why I do think mentoring is important
because it gets them to have somebody in their corner.
From there, we continue to sustain that programming so
that our mentors and our protégés want to continue to work
with us. We are successful because of those relationships.

Beyond celebrating 25 years of Hotter than July, why was it
important to maintain an event like this with everything going on?
Considering the history of Pride, Black gay Pride, this is of
the biggest Black gay Pride celebrations in the country —
centered here in the city of Detroit — and a lot of people don’t
know that. When people think Pride, they think Atlanta, they
think D.C. They don’t think about Detroit. They don’t think
about something that’s been around for over 20 years. 2021
will mark 26 years ... and it’s important so that this generation
understands the history of where we’ve been, where we are
and where we’re continuing to go. So, it was essential for us to
continue to do this programming and figure out those creative
ways to keep it going — COVID-19 or not.
Tieanna Burton (she/her/hers) is a lover of all things queer and
Detroit. She is a conceptual designer who is passionate about social
impact and equitable community programming. Her writing fuses
narrativity and research-based criticism from a Black feminist
lens to explore gender, sexuality and the human experience as a
radical form of healing and expression.
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A Viral Star
Is REBORN
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Thanks to Leslie Jordan’s Quarantine Videos, the World Now Knows Him for Exactly Who He Is
BY CHRIS AZZOPARDI
“Where should I be looking? There? Or there?”
His face smothering the camera as he wonders where his eyes should be, Leslie Jordan is
settling into our video interview like it could be a comic routine about somebody trying to use
Zoom for the first time. Puckered together in a kind of duck-face pout are his elastic lips. A
delicate smile curls into formation.
Then Jordan scoots so low that only his forehead is visible. More duck face. A big eyes-squished
grin. A peculiar sound that may or may not be a fart. And finally a tickled laugh when I tell him
I recognize that he’s in the same room that made him a viral sensation.
“It’s the only room I’ve got!” he chuckles, noting that he’s on video from his bedroom in West
Hollywood. “I’ve got everything set up. And there’s my bed!”
Sure enough, that is his bed. Throughout the pandemic as he’s documented his quarantine
experiences, that same bed has been seen all over his Instagram feed. There, as a COVID respite,
Jordan has delivered lighthearted frivolity and cheeky humor to those he calls his “fellow hunkerdowners,” in, of course, his signature Southern drawl. In one clip, he listens to a Katy Perry song
that is “so lit,” while another finds him curious about Lizzo’s definition of “her juice.” Internet
virality might be new for Jordan, but, at least in the LGBTQ+ community, he’s always been a star.
Jordan’s three-decade career has, most iconically, seen the 65-year-old actor in the Emmywinning role of Beverley Leslie, a rival of Megan Mullally’s Karen Walker, in “Will & Grace.”
But his career in TV and film goes back to the ’80s, in guest appearances in a variety of major
shows: “Murphy Brown,” “Star Trek: Voyager,” “Pee-wee’s Playhouse,” “Reba” and “Caroline in
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the City.” More recently, Jordan starred in several seasons of Ryan Murphy’s “American Horror
Story,” and this year he stars alongside Mayim Bialik and fellow out actor Cheyenne Jackson in
the Fox sitcom “Call Me Kat.”
When a friend told him he had gone viral while Jordan was quarantining with his mom in
Tennessee in mid-March of last year, Jordan told that friend that, no, he was fine. He didn’t have
coronavirus. But the kind of “viral” his friend was referring to was related to Instagram, where
he has gone from just thousands of followers to, currently, around 5.6 million. He’s been called
the “Quarantine Comedian” and “Social Media Mister Rogers.” To all his new fans and even
those who know him from “Will & Grace” and in other bit parts, though, he’s most thrilled to
be known now as simply Leslie Jordan.

Congratulations, first of all, on surviving and thriving in a pandemic.
Give me a good pandemic — I just flourish! Ha! I don’t know why that is or how that happened,
but I think people were looking for just some laughter. I started that Instagram — I was in
Tennessee with my mom, and I didn’t have a lot to do. So I just started being funny. I had three
rules that I realized I had and didn’t know I had: nothing about religion, nothing about politics,
and no products. I’m kind of wanting to rethink that “no products” part. Ha!

You could really be making some bank right now.
Ha! I’d be set for life!

I mean, all the free swag!
Well, I get that. That comes in the mail. It’s weird. It scares me. ’Cause they have my home
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address. I don’t know how. But things come
every day.

What’s the coolest thing you got recently?
I got these shoes that you tap. You tap and
roller skates come out. I don’t know where I’ll
wear them.

I see you’re back in your place after the
meltdown you had the other day in your
car, which you sat in until the cleaning lady
was done. I’m glad to see you’re back in a
comfortable place. Are you OK?
I am! I don’t know if I said cleaning lady;
it’s not even a cleaning lady. I have a friend
that started working for me a long, long time
ago named Bart Stevens. He’s a great, big,
beautiful muscle boy. He’s huge. We’re just
friends. We’ve always just been friends. But
he’s huge. Besides lifting weights and running
and everything, he loves to clean. And also
iron! He irons everything in the house. It’s
so funny to see him — he’ll put that ironing
board up and iron my sheets.

What is he wearing during all this? I mean, if
anything.
He just wears his gym clothes. I make him put
on a little French maid costume — no, ha!

I had a conversation with my housemate
recently about being aging gays and how I look
to you as inspiration because you are 65 and in
your prime, I would say. And so people telling
me that, for gay people who get older, there’s
nothing left for us after a certain age, you have
completely turned that upside down.
Oh, that’s so kind to say. Because I remember
my 50s were tough. As you get older, you walk
down the street and people don’t even look at
you. It’s weird the way we treat people that
are older, and especially in West Hollywood,
where everybody wants to be young and
beautiful.
I think we’re past that as a gay community.
I hope. You know, I think that also had a lot
to do with the bar scene, which has been
curtailed. But even before that, back in my
day — I got here (to California) in ’82 — all
you had were the bars; you’d go to the bars.
That’s just where you went to see other gay
people and meet other gay people. Now I
think, “My gosh, we have everything. We
have choirs. And we have gay camping. We
have gay this, we have gay that.” There’s a
lot of ways, plus the internet, where you can
meet people.
My generation, we went through so much.
I remember I walked up to these young
kids holding hands in Kitchen 24 (in West
Hollywood) and I just said, “You have no
idea what we went through so you guys
could...” — and then all of a sudden it hit me:
Oh my god, I don’t want to be that, like your
granddad who would say, “You kids have no
idea what we went through!” I thought, “Oh
my god! It’s the same thing!” They were like,
“Yeah, uh-huh, go on, Pop-Pop.”
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Does it feel like right now is kind of a new
beginning for you? Or just the beginning in a lot
of ways?
As you said, I’m 65. I have achieved everything
I came to Hollywood to achieve. I’ve done
Broadway, I’ve done film, I’ve done a lot of
television. And I have this series now on the
air (“Call Me Kat”) and it looks like it’s pulling
some numbers. It may stay around for a little
while, which is a wonderful thing to know as
an actor. I have a job!

People think that you’re rich, you’ve said.
And I’m not. Listen, she works hard for
the money! I think what it feels like is that
I have achieved everything. And also, I’m
more comfortable with myself. I’m perfectly
comfortable. I got sober 22 years ago. I had a
little drinking problem, and I might’ve done
a tiny bit of crystal meth. I got clean and
sober and realized that I was just riddled with
internal homophobia.
(I was) 42 years old and here I was the
life of the party, this and that, but all of a
sudden I’m faced with that. And my journey
into my sobriety, which has been the last 22
years, has also been a real good journey into
my queerdom. It was a lot of therapy. You go
to your meetings, and then I had to go to a
recovery program because I had too many
meetings. I was going to so many meetings, I
thought, “I’m addicted to meetings!” Ha! No,
I’m teasing.
I sit here (now) so comfortable with myself,
with who I am and what I am. And that’s a
wonderful place to be. So everything from
here on out is just gravy. It really is just living
life one day at a time and having a really good
time.

And you can say that now because you have
finally met Dolly Parton.
That’s it. Now all I ask myself is, “What would
Dolly do?” She’s a sterling human being. Oh
my gosh.

Courtesy of Leslie Jordan

See Leslie Jordan, continued on p. 19
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been running her own business, TransTech
Social Enterprises, which helps trans people
secure jobs in the workforce. In 2019, Ross
became the first trans person to host a
presidential forum when she moderated the
first-of-its-kind event, with candidates Joe
Biden, Pete Buttigieg and Elizabeth Warren
debating LGBTQ+ issues.
Now on a new song with dance pop diva
Ultra Naté and trans activist and performer
Mila Jam, Ross brings her signature sense of
empowerment and resilience to help put an
end to the epidemic of violence against trans
women of color. “Fierce” is an electro-pop
anthem that also serves as a charitable release
with the mission of enlightening, educating
and celebrating the trans community. The
proceeds benefit the GLAAD Transgender
Media Program, The Sylvia Rivera Law Project
and The Marsha P. Johnson Institute.
During a recent Zoom interview, Ross talked
about the single’s origins, celebrating our trans
foremothers during Women’s History Month
and what else needs to be talked about when it
comes to trans women in Hollywood.

I was gonna ask how fierce you feel. Because you
look fierce.
Thank you! I feel very, very fierce today. I had
some great makeup done today. I’m feeling
great. Lately things have been kicking into
high gear because I’m promoting a song, I’m
going back to work on “American Horror
Story.” There’s just a lot. I’m producing
television shows. Like, there’s a lot on my
plate right now. If I can put on a face at the
beginning of the day, then it can take me
throughout all my meetings.

How did “Fierce” come together?
Photo: Joseph Rivera

Flaming Out, Flaming Over
Activist-Actress Angelica Ross Has
a Simple Reason to Celebrate Trans
Women During Women’s History Month
BY CHRIS AZZOPARDI

F

or Angelica Ross, her short time on “Pose”
wasn’t an end — it was a beginning.
After famously portraying Candy
Ferocity on the FX series, which depicts New
York City ball culture, Ross starred in another
Ryan Murphy production, “American Horror
Story: 1984,” making her the first trans woman
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to have two series-regular roles.
Today one of the most prominent trans
names in Hollywood, Ross uses her spotlight
to bring attention to pressing issues that affect
the trans community. Last year, she signed a
TV development deal with the production
company Pigeon to develop and co-produce
scripted and non-scripted content. She also
serves as a consultant who has a hand in
shaping trans narratives. And since 2014, she’s

It’s pretty amazing: Anthony Preston, from
A2 (Productions), contacted me. He had
this song he had been working on with Ultra
Naté, and she has been on the dance charts
for just a while rocking the dance charts as a
Black woman. Anthony being a Black queer
man, her being someone in the dance genre
who’s been around LGBTQ folks and who’s
been an ally for so long — they wanted this
to be like a rally cry, an inclusive one, to not
just include all women but also bring light
to the issues that trans women (are) facing.
So they brought on Mila Jam; she ended up
singing the second verse to the song. And
so (Anthony) played the song for me and I
was like, “Um, Anthony, I need to be on this
song. You need to put me on this song.” So I
ended up singing the hook to the song: “Be
legendary, be necessary, be extraordinary.”
And I guess the rest is history from there. But
now it’s got two trans women and a cis woman
standing in solidarity, really calling everyone
to the dance floor to celebrate themselves.

I’m curious what the word “fierce” means to you
and when in your life you first felt fierce.
I have been a fierce queen for a very long time.
And for me, fierce comes out of this resistance
and this resilience that really bucks up against

the system that would rather have you cower
down or dim your light for people, but instead
I’m gonna burn brighter than I ever have and
I’m gonna be fierce about everything that I do.
And I think I’ve been doing that since, you
know, probably grade school. So to finally
have an opportunity at this level to have an
accumulation of fierceness — at this point,
I’m flaming out. I’m flaming over. I’m boiling
out. It’s just so much fierceness going on it
can’t even be contained. So we had to put it
in a song, so you can put it on repeat and put
it in rotation and play it again, and again, and
again.

If ever there was a moment to feel fierce, I feel
like it’s now, right?
You have to. Right now is a time where there’s
so much being thrown at us and so much
trying to take our energy and to get us to give
up, or to want to not fight back against the
system. But again, now more than ever, we
need to be fierce about who we are.

The proceeds from “Fierce” are being donated to
a variety of trans organizations working to end
violence against trans women. What else can
those who want to get involved do?
Well, here’s the deal: I want to encourage folks
to realize that we are in the year 2021 and that
most of us who are a little older thought that
we’d be flying on skateboards by now or doing
a lot of things by now. But actually we’re still
fighting for some of the same rights that we
were fighting for during the ’60s and the ’50s,
and even before.
So what I want folks to realize is that when
we talk about trans equality or racial equality
none of these conversations are new. They
are just new to you. Which means there’s so
much information out there for you to get on
your own. There’s no need to use the labor of
a Black trans woman who’s already burdened
by society. There’s no need to ask a Black
woman to give you the inside on Black Lives
Matter when you can hit play on so many of
the accounts from organizations to individual
activists who are telling you exactly what the
issues are.
So what I would say is easily open up
the Google browser and just say, “Trans
rights.” Go there. “LGBTQ rights.” “Racial
justice.” These are just keywords that you can
Google. But then understand that I don’t care
whether you are white, Black, Latino, Asian
— I don’t care what ethnicity, religion, sexual
orientation (you are). Whoever you are, I
want you to recognize that you have power
to change the world, which means you have
power to change the things that are going on
right now.
The violence against trans women — how?
By learning how to speak up from your own
perspective, in your own circles and in your
own workplaces and in your own homes.
Know that there is always an opportunity.
And from my Buddhist practice, I learned this
See Angelica Ross, continued on p. 22
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anybody else. I
made sure. I don’t
like that, when
people talk ugly
about other people.
That’s my New Year’s
resolution: to be
really, really sweet
and nice and not ever
talk ugly. I’m gonna
try to stop cussing. I
don’t know how I’m
gonna do that. Ha! I
cuss — not a lot, but
I just don’t want to
cuss at all.

Jordan

Continued from p. 17

What was the first
thing that you said
to Dolly when you
met her last year?
I was in Nashville
recording. I have
a gospel album
coming out that
Photo: Fox
I’m not gonna talk
a whole lot about
because everybody’s
not set. But anyway, we were recording and
she was at a studio near us and she said,
“Drop by.” I just felt like I’d known her forever.

What can you say about the song that you have
in the works?
It’s an old, old, old hymn. It’s one that she said
to me, “I sang that in church growing up, I
sang that hymn over and over and over again.”
When I hear her singing this song with me,
I’ll wet my pants.

How did the gospel album come about?
My friend Travis Howard and his producing
partner in Nashville, Danny Myrick, we would
record Sunday hymns and just put them on
the internet, just the two of us, and it was so
popular on Instagram and people said, “You
should do an album.” I thought, “Well, I’m not
a singer, really. I’ve got the kind of voice that’s
good for a hymn, but I’m not a singer.” The
response was just unbelievable (from) people
who said, “I’ll be on that album with you.”

What’s your earliest memory of singing?
Church, of course. We’d sing, “Who’s come to
Sunday school? Leslie, Leslie! Who’s come to
Sunday school? Le-e-e-slie!”

You also have a book called “How Y’all Doing?”
coming out in April. What are we going to learn
about you from the book that we don’t already
know?
I don’t know that you’ll really learn anything
because I want to make sure that it wasn’t
— you know, in “My Trip Down the Pink
Carpet,” I covered everything. (For this),
what I decided to do was to take all my best
dinner party stories. So I’ve got 12 stories that
are just fun, just things that have happened to
me, lessons that I have learned. A little bit but
not much about me, just life in general.
My favorite of all of them is when I got to
throw the first pitch out for the Washington
Nationals, having never thrown a baseball
in my life. And it’s the craziest story, and it
involved Pulse nightclub. Because it was part
of my one-man show, I got to tell it to Mrs.
Obama. She was in the audience. Michelle
Obama came to see me! I got to tell that story.
It’s in the book. It ends the book.

Will any tea be spilled?
Well, I don’t think so. Certainly not about
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What’s gonna be the hardest cuss word for you
to give up?
Probably the “f ” word. I say that a lot. Ha!
Also, shit. I use that so much: “Well shiiiit,
how y’all doin’?” That’s not really a bad word.
I guess it is. I’ll say, “Well, shoot!”

Or: “Well, crap!”
I read the other day … you’re not going to
believe this: You know where “crap” came
from? The toilet was invented by Mr. Crapper.
It’s a true story! Thomas Crapper. And that’s
how it started. The crapper to sit, to take a
crap. It was his name! He invented the first
flushing toilet or somethin’.

With “Call Me Kat,” there’s an episode where
the cake shop is misperceived as homophobic.
Because of that, you gay it up, of course, with
flags and rainbow balloons, and there’s even a
cat named Neil “Catrick” Harris. That seems like
a pretty gay day on set.
Ha! The show is so gay friendly. It’s a job in
which I really look forward to coming to work.
I love the people, I love the writing. Darlene
Hunt, our writer, is just hilarious. She’s from
Louisville, Kentucky, so I’m kind of the real
Southern voice. I’m the one who really puts
out, “Hey, hey, hey, we’re in Louisville.”
And so she loves writing for me. She loves
to write me monologues, and they came to me
the other day and she said, “Are you having
trouble memorizing these?” I said, “Yes! I’m
having big trouble!” “Would you like cue
cards?” I said, “Well, no, it hadn’t reached that
yet.”

Do you have any tricks for memorizing your
lines?
Someone told me a long time ago that if you
do it right before you fall asleep — if you read
those lines right when you’re just about to fall
asleep — you’ll remember them. And I said,
“Bull hockey! That ain’t workin’ at all!”

For this new generation of fans you have who’ve
discovered you on Instagram, what is something
about your career you would like them to know?
My first job ever was (the ’80s TV series)
“The Fall Guy” with Lee Majors and I played
See Leslie Jordan, continued on p. 20
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Continued from p. 19

a killer. I did six episodes. “Murphy Brown”
came around about that time. What interests
me (about) my Instagram, which has just
jumped to about 5.6 million, is how many
people discovered me there that didn’t
know me. I think: “I’ve been around forever!
Foreveeeer I’ve been doing this!”
But I like the fact that I mistakenly thought
that people would know me from my roles.
So they would think, “Oh, Beverley Leslie
on ‘Will & Grace’ and, you know, (my line)
‘Well, well, well. Karen Walker.’” But my new
fans know me as me. I think that’s kind of nice
that people are responding to me, not some
character that I play.

Some actors end up regretting a role they played
that became the only thing they were known for.
Like Tanya Roberts who just died. I thought,
“My god, bless her heart. To go to your grave
with Sheena: Queen of the (Jungle).” Ha! And
she did other things, but you’re exactly right:
You’re remembered for whatever that was.
I can’t think of anything I’m ashamed of, or
something I wish I hadn’t done.

What do you want to be remembered for?
I want to be remembered like a Dolly Parton
— that nobody had a bad word (about). “He
was a nice guy.” And the fact that I’m fairly
talented in this and that, that’s OK. But I just
want people to know he was good. He was
a nice guy. He was a good guy. I think that’s
most important. And that I was raised right.
I want to say to these kids now: “Who raised
you? Who raised you!”

Southern accent… .” And I tried, and I
couldn’t. The day that I decided, “Well, this is
just a marketable package here” was the day
that I started working. But I worried more,
I think, because of my internal homophobia
about my gay accent. I would listen to myself
and think, “Oh, girl, you’ve gotta calm down
a little bit.”
I don’t think that I ever lost a job (because
of it). I was on “Star Trek” and they hired a
linguist to teach me how to say the words and
she got so exasperated she said, “Mr. Jordan,
‘feather’ doesn’t have four syllables!” I don’t
think I’ll ever be like Robert De Niro or Meryl
Streep. I’ll never just disappear into a role. I
just do what I do and various forms of it and
it’s worked thus far, and kept me afloat.

I think next for you is a pony farm.
That’s it. I’m not looking yet. I want a four-stall
barn. Probably somewhere near Nashville.
That to me would just be heaven. I’m riding
already. I go out to the L.A. Equestrian Center.
I’m doing pretty good! I fell off the other day.
Everybody freaked out. It was not the horse’s
fault. The watering truck went by and Jeb was
just as steady as could be — just freaked —
and he ducked sideways. I landed on my feet
but everybody said, “You be careful!”

We gotta protect you at all costs.
Wrap me in bubble wrap!
As editor of Q Syndicate, the LGBTQ wire
service, Chris Azzopardi has interviewed a
multitude of superstars, including Cher, Meryl
Streep, Mariah Carey and Beyoncé. His work has
also appeared in The New York Times, Vanity
Fair, GQ and Billboard. Reach him via Twitter
@chrisazzopardi.

Was your Southern accent and what you’ve
called your “gay voice” always embraced like it
is now?
I got to Hollywood and there was a casting
director that told me, “You’re such a character
actor already, and if you could lose your
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Layshia on Top Surgery
1 What’s in the stallion’s mouth
5 Chiwetel Ejiofor’s “Kinky ___”
10 IML winner’s accessory
14 “M. Butterfly” star John
15 Dana of “MacGyver”
16 Heterogeneous mixture
17 With 37-Across, Layshia
Clarendon’s comment on her top

Q Puzzle

surgery
20 Hairspray name
21 Shakespeare’s Puck, e.g.
22 “Your Movie Sucks” author
23 To one’s liking
26 Type of leaves of grass
29 Changes “Rent” for the big
screen, e.g.
33 Fuses again

35 Hard shaft material
36 Constellation over Rio
37 See 17-Across
39 Expected to come soon
40 Biopic about Harvey
42 “You guys” of old
43 Fruit cover
44 Lurer of phallic fish
46 Strong joe
47 Like a condom gone bad
48 Like a top
50 Poli sci subj.
51 With 54-Across, Clarendon’s
team (appropriate to her quote)
54 See 51-Across
57 “La Traviata” solo
58 Prepare to pull it out
60 Robert De ___
61 Neighbor of NY
62 High places with flat tops
63 Friendly opening
64 Cabin material for Republicans
65 Fruity explorer?
66 Cock ending

Down
1 Soprano Gluck
2 “Gay Priest” author Malcolm
3 The 411
4 Apartment balcony
5 Spelling contest
6 Any song by Johnny Mathis
7 Carol’s opening

8 Florida gay film festival city
9 Bombay title
10 Meat substitute
11 Personal lubricant ingredient
12 Homophobic word, e.g.
13 Poet Crane
18 Swallow up
19 Hardly ever
24 Wipe over
25 Corvo’s title
26 Set up
27 Bone-chilling
28 Spitting alternative
30 Professional with a foot fetish?
31 Torso of Mapplethorpe pics
32 Like a nocturnal emission?
34 Appear to be
35 Fingered
38 Bird from down under
41 Nairobi residents
43 Money coming in
45 Carnaval resort
47 High arcing shot
49 Disgraced former president
50 Itinerant laborer
51 Chemist’s condiment
52 Ending with switch
53 You may go down on one
54 Iago, notably
55 Singer Fure
56 Long-ago time, to Shakespeare
59 Half of a Hollywood name
See p. 15 for answers
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Ross

Continued from p. 18

acronym “NOW.” When you want to know
when is the time I should speak up or say
something: NOW. No Opportunity Wasted.
Even if you don’t feel that person can fully
take on what you are going to say, you can at
least drop a seed now that will blossom later.

While we’re on the topic of shedding light on
the danger trans men and women experience on
a daily basis, your role on “Pose” did just that.
When you look back at your time on “Pose,” what
do you hope is the lasting legacy of your role?
You know for me it was never about the
awards, although it would have been nice to
be recognized for the performance and the
contribution you’re giving. But also, there’s
always been this conversation around trans
actors and saying that folks like Jared Leto or
these cis men are more qualified to play trans
women when I just played Candy Ferocity
and the world listened and the world cried.
I know this because they tagged me in all
of their videos. And I don’t mean that in a
light way. I mean that I felt the wave of love
from the audience because they tagged me
in it on Twitter, on Facebook, on TikTok, on
Instagram, on every platform to let me know
that they get it now and that they watched it
with their family and their family gets it now.
So, for me, that’s all the reward that I need:
knowing that the world is changing from
something that I helped put out into the
world.

You’re the first trans woman to have two
series regular roles, with “Pose” and “American
Horror Story.” On “American Horror Story,” your
character didn’t identify as trans, though Candy
does. Is it important to you that trans actors are
not just seen as people who can only play trans
characters?
I think we’re finally getting to the point here.
The point is: an actor is an actor is an actor.
Sometimes people want to say actress, but
in reality most of us who are on the feminist
vibe, we still say “actor” because an actor is an
actor is an actor. And at the end of the day, I
can play a trans woman if I’m the best person
for the part. And I can play a cis person or not
— just a person in the script — if I’m the best
person for the part. But you (are) not going
to tell me that Ving Rhames is going to play a
better trans woman than myself. I mean, that
was cute in “Holiday Heart.” That was fine for
the time and he did his best with that, let me
tell you.
But you know, now you can see these pieces
of art will stand next to each other when you
compare the performances of (Mj Rodriguez
as) Blanca (on “Pose”) and Indya Moore and
Hailie Sahar and Dominique (Jackson) and
Shakina (Nayfack) from “Difficult People,”
Alexandra Grey, Alexandra Billings, Laverne
Cox, Trace Lysette. There are so many
trans actors out there who are proving the
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point that we can represent ourselves better
than anybody else can but also we can play
everyday roles. Because why? Trans people
exist in everyday society.

I was thinking of “Disclosure,” the Netflix
documentary about trans depiction in the media
that you were a part of. There have been many
conversations around what it’s like being trans in
Hollywood. But what is not talked about when it
comes to being trans in this business that needs
to be talked about?
I love that “Disclosure” talked a lot about
how trans representation in media has
been throughout our history, but I’m now a
consulting producer on a show that is coming
up – can I say something? I think so (laughs).
But I’m a consulting producer for something
for network television that is going to be
coming out that is going to talk about what
it’s like as actors, actually, in the industry. So
I think we haven’t actually talked about what
our experience is in the casting room: dealing
with casting directors, being on set as a trans
person and the challenges that we face.
So definitely look forward to that
conversation during Pride Month in June on
network television on E! But yeah, honestly,
as someone who works in front of the camera
as well as behind the camera, I’m going to
continue to look to how we can tell these
stories from different angles and be even
more inclusive.

In honor of March being Women’s History Month,
why is it important that, when we celebrate
Women’s History Month, we also make sure we
celebrate trans women?
It’s just as simple as this: trans women are
women. So if we’re going to celebrate – truly
celebrate – the beautiful, diverse spectrum
of womanhood then we need to celebrate
Black women, that includes Black trans
women, Latinx women, women who have
been struggling with fertility in this world. So
many times when we talk about racial justice
movements, women are just left out of the
narrative when it’s many times women who
are leading that narrative. And many times
trans women who are in those spaces (are)
leading that narrative. And I will go forward
even to say when we talk about men’s issues
that we talk and include trans men as well
because trans men are men.

Who is the most influential trans woman you
know?
For me, I feel like Marsha P. Johnson is one
of the most influential trans women because
her name is finally echoing throughout this
movement to understand who we should be
focusing on. But also voices like Janet Mock,
who, even though she’s younger than I am,
is someone who is really pioneering this
industry and opening up many doors for
many of us to walk through, including myself.
This interview has been lightly edited and
condensed for clarity.
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